ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHUHCH  OF  CHRIST 
Sutler ,  Pennsylvania 
First  Sunday  After  Christmas       January  2,  1993 
The  Rev*  Ralph  C-  Link,  Pastor 

Mr*  Harry  Cunningham,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Mr,  Roland  Thompson,  Saxophonist 
Meredith  Hewis  and  Amy  Vargo  -  Acolytes 

+  +  +  +  +  +++  +  4  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +-  +  + 

ORDEH  OF  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A*M. 
Prelude        "The   Promises"         Panchenko 
♦Processional  Hymn  No*  190   "Angels  from  the  Realms  of  Glory 
♦Ascription 
♦Exhortation 

*Confession  (In  Unison)  lh0  thou  God  of  holy  love,  we 
acknowledge  that  at  the  beginning  of  this  year  our  lives 
do  not  stand  before  Thee  as  a  book  unwrirxen.   Much  that 
we  shall  do  has  been  spelled  out  already,  even  before 
the  year  has  begun*   Inscribed  deep  within  are  old  habits 
and  familiar  behaviour  patterns.  We  know  that  these 
in  larnje  part  will  write  for  us  the  history  of  this 
coming  year,   rause  us  to  be  aware  of  thy  forgiving 
grace,  and  when  we  have  written  a  life  page  full  of  the 
errors  of  our  misdeeds,  help  us  to  acknowledge  ourselves 
for  what  we  are,  and  to  seek  thy  love,  through  Jesus 
Christ,  our  Lord.  Amen." 
*Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon 
♦praise 

Pastor:  Blessed  be  the  Lord  God! 
People:   And  blessed  be  His  Glorious  Name  forever 
•Gloria  Patri 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

Joys,  Concerns,  Prayer  Requests 
Call  to  Prayer 

Fas  tor:  The  Lord  be  with  you 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit 
Paatur:   Let  us  pray 
Raquiem  QbGervuncu  anil  Pr  Hyer 

Ptembera  who  have  passed  away  -  Jam**  K.  M . 1 1  ■  ii.  ft 
Elsie  M*  Lynch,  Mary  Young.  *>*nia  Sehsaffei  . 
Madge  Trace,  Rebecca  E.  Kelly,  Ellen  May  UAmbl>-  md 

Mildred  A.  Brown 


Friends:   Ralph  F.  Saruibach,  3r.  Elmer  J.  snow, 
Frances  Ada  Fair,  Gerald  L*  Snyder,  Jean  Mhakeiy  Eury, 
Walter  D.  Milliard,  Mrs*  Mildred  A.  Critchlow, 
Richard  Dale  Nicholas 

Hymn  No.   614   "For  all  the  saints"  *Dcxclogy  No*  382 
Offering  „ 

Offertory   "Ten  Thousand  Angela"  Overholt  McLaughlin 
Solo;  "How  Lovely  Are  Thy  r>we.Uinpg1h  Liddle   "  soprano 
Scripture:      Deuteronomy  20:1-4 
Sermon:  "Odds  and  Ends" 

*Hymn  No.  193   "0  Come,  All  Ye   Faithful" 
•Benediction 

♦Postlude     "Sheep  May  Safely  Graze"  Bach 
( from  the  Birthday  Cantata) 
++++++++  'Congregation  Standing  +  +  +  +  4+  +  + 
The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
M.  Jane  Andrews  and  Family  in  levinft  memory  of  LeRoy 
A*  Andrews,  Sr. 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:   "Charles  Penar,  Dan 
Bosko,  Dave  McMillin. 
^^   Nursery  will  be  provided  today. 

^^>we  are  happy  to  have  Mrg.  Claude  (Eleanor)  McLaughlin 
with  us  this  morning  as  our  guest  soloist.   Mrs. 
McLaughlin,  a  member  of  the  West  Sunbury  United  Pros. 
Church*  is  a  retired  mugic,  English,  and  Spanish 
teacher  from  the  MONITEAU  SCHOOL  DISTRICT. 
ST.  PAUL'S  ROMAN  CATHOLIC  CHURCH  presents  its  annual 
Epiphany  Celebration  this  afternoon  at  4:30.  This 
service  ie  a  "royal  treat"  with  some  of  the  most  lavish 
costumes »  inspiring  drama,  and  beautiful  music  of  the 
holiday  season  here  in  the  city* 

Choir  rehearsal  this  Thursday  eve-  Jan,  6,  at  7:15 
Chouncil  -  7:00  -  Wed.  Jan.  5 
J^T*  there  su*a  Scripture  test  calendars  on  the  table  in  the 
Nartheji .  Please  take  them  today. 
Mr.  A  Hrg,  George  Pflugh  will  greet  the  Congregation 
■  l!  i  in.-  door  this  evening. 
"pZ*  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Good lings  60th  Wedding  Anniv.  will  he  Jan. 
I  lib  -  Address  0247  HE  Simpson  Ct.  Portland  Ore  972 IS* 
Nrjd  f>w  Sundays  are  available  for  Altar  Flowers  -  please 
fill  in  the  chart.  In  Next  hex. 
•Dan  Hr-nkr,  and  W 1 1  L 1  :im  l'flui/h  will  visit  the  Hospital 


0<trz#    /j.^AAf 


this  week. 


"Odds  And  Ends" 
Scrip:  Deut.  20:1-4;  Text:  Deut.  20:4 

ho7   ys  ovr  &  prob  all  lef  lots  Odds  And  Ends 

tors  day  4sum  is  cleanup  diy;tree  untrim,dec  dispear 

ther  1  lady  yr  aftr  yr,if  no  do  Nu  Yr  day  sumth  wro 

Not  my  wif,but  Uffire  clos;Ex  our  tree  Eastr,it  oO  &  E, 

Ik   a  b^re  limb,&  cert  all  Ends; if  persn  arest  indec 

en"&"exposure 

perhap  4raany  only  thing  lef  box,ribon,paper=ILLUS 
Nu  Yr  stan  4mo3  time  chaleng,nu  opp;mistak,probs  of 
pas  E  Bhind  &  stretch  B4  nu  excit  futur 

Mus  bin  atitud  Isites  wen  reach  PI  Moab,anticip  entr 

2  prom  land 
Thez  no  sam  peop  cros  Red  S  w/Kos;they  dy  wildnes 

Thez  remain  knu  leadship  fal  manUl  Josh, Mos  no  cros 
is.nu  lurk  out  ther  hostil  fores , environ, unkno  peop 
2B  all  nu  2tham,but  G  sed  wud  B  with, sustain, 

2this  time  need  met , food, watr, survived  &  prov  of  G 
Mos  expl  bk  Deut  &.   20chap  2nd  adres  2thez  peopl 

Scrip  he  set  tone  4entranc  &  that  2B  postiv  nature 
F's  &  Granf's  mirac  led  thru  Red  S  &  1st  react=fear 
Afraid  go  2  dy,starv, thirst  &  G  had  2step  in  overcum 
agin  &  agin, Pi  Mos  knu  thez  wud  do  same 

He  striv  tel  postiv  G  wud  lead,direc  as  did  B4 
vs  1=spk  war  &  go  out;assur  G  tak  care  overcum  enmy 

they  no  2provok  fite,but  G  on  ther  r^idewen  rite 
vs  2=duty  of  priests ;B4  Isites  go  battl, priest  adres 
vss  3-4=this  wat  priest  2say  2them,wer  ment  2B  assur 

wer  2boost  morale, lift  spirits 
Thez  wer  word  Mos  2thoz  fac  enmy  all  kind  in  nu  land 

did  peop  of  Is  tak  word  2hart?  Did  stop  fear?  Stop 

g~-'pe  complain  bout  need  8c  conditin?  NO 

Bg i  read  Josh  find  discourag,fear  aris  &  I  Bliev  we 

can  compar  time  then  2=83 

tlllus  Jew  Rabbi, psychtrist  PV  &  peop  no  kno  wher  tur: 

His  bakgr  unabl  giv  hope,&  4thoz  say  no  anser=WRONG 

Anser  is,alway  had  bin=GOD,but  many  p»op  2simpl 
they  want  sumthin  complex, dif cult , but  G  no  mak  lik 
icrip,G  3thing  priest  2  pt  out  &  fnd  vs  4 
GO  with  U=peop  Is  no  want  Bliev, especil  if  want  sin 

Dav  cam  2pt  say=Whithr  shal  flee  presence?  he  anser 
depth  sea,sheol  Evn  ther  Thou  art;B4  form  womb 

2Bliev  G  Goeth  with  U,shud  6   comf  fac  enmys/foes  lif 
&  peop  fac  them;unemploy,inf latin, int  rate, hi  costs 

thez  enmys  real  4all  us,may  no  face  all, but  sum  & 

e'  d  kno  G  goeth  with  U 
Bu^-  why  G  stoop  individ?  v§  4=?ITE  4  U=may  no  think 
G  go  2bat  4us  agin  f oes/enmys/probs  this  world 


Bcuz  mite  think  fite  babtl  alone 
.ie   pray  Ss  sumaow  Q  provid  moral  suport  whil  we  go 
out  ft  slay  dragons 
But  G  whi  supply  streng,abilty,watevr  need  2owrcun 
probs  &  foes 
lie  actul  in  fite  ea  step  of  way 
3rd  comf  priest  share  was  2  prom  peop  of  Is= 

This  entir  purp  G  4-  mankind, that  all  may  B  savffu 
From  Gardn  Eden  til  2day  that  His  specil  creatin 
mite  hav  redemtin. 

(Illus  0  ft  E,man,wif ,lettr  &  chek,Cwith  box  etc)) 
this  exact  wat  mank  dun  most  precius  gift  G  has  evr 
giv  2  him 

Man  has  ovr  look  it 
All  us  Bcum  so  mix  up  liv  this  lif,Bcum  bog  dwn  in 
things  this  worl  &  end  up  0  ft  S  with  famly,f rends, 
jobs  etd. 
But  G  continu  giv  slate, wip  clean  as  cum  2  Him  conf 
ft  seek  4-givnes 
In  spite  all  0  &  Et  He  ther 
Perhap  pas  yr  no  bin  wat  may  expec  2B,we  may  no  hav 
sum  thing  wud  lik  2hav,but  wat  do  we  hav  this  yr,no 
had  start  last  yr? 

Bil  paid  off?  Pood  freezer?  Nu  car?  A  Job?  a  Goal 
reached?  Savings  acct?  Uthr  money  in  bank?  A  Nu 
Baby? 
ft  wen  think  thez  thing  who  do  U  thank  4it? 
Mastreaarg?   tf"isa?   Or  God? 
That  same  G  with  us  throut  G  ft  E  of  82,  wil  B  with 
us  thru  all  of  83 
He  is  Lord  our  God  who  goeth  with  U,  2  fite  4  U  agin 
Ur  enemies,  2  Save  U/ 


•<-  "Odds  And  Ends" 

icripture:  Deuteronomy  20:1-4 

:t;  Deuteronomy  20:4 
The  holidays  are  now  over  and  probably  all  of  us  are  left  with  a  lot  of  "Odds 
And  Ends."   This  is  the  day  which  for  some  people  is  cleanup  day.   By  that  I 
mean  the  tree  is  stripped  bare  and  all  of  the  ornaments  and  decorations  dis- 
appear until  next  year.   There  was  one  lady  who  did  this  year  after  year  with- 
out fail  and  I  believe  if  she  couldn't  get  everything  put  away  on  New  Year's 
day  she  would  have  had  a  stroke,   wo  it  wasn't  my  wife,  but  you're  close. 
I  can  recall  one  year  that  our  kids  hbtek  asked  if  we  could  keep  our  tree  up 
well  beyond  the  normal  time  in  January  and  we  agreed  to  do  so.   I  believe  we 
had  that  tree  up  until  faster.   That  certainly  was  "Odds  And  Ends."    It  looked 
Odd  with  bare  limbs  and  was  certainly  all  Ends.   If  the  tree  were  a  person  it 

would  have  been  arrested  for  indecent  exposure. 

Perhaps  for  many,  the  only  thing  left  at  this  time  of  the  year  are  a  few  empty 

"^-Doxes,  some  used  wrapping  paper,  and  a  few  ribbons,  (illustrate  with  box,  papei 

ribbon,  etc).   The  New  Year  stands  for  most  as  a  time  of  Ehsiis  new  challenge, 

new  opportunity.   Mistakes  and  problems  of  the  past  are  behind,  and  stretching 

out  before  us  is  a  new  and  exciting  future.   This  ±bxbhks  must  have  been  the 

attitude  the  majority  of  the  Israelites  had  after  their  arrival  at  the  plains 

of  hoab  as  they  anticipated  their  entrance  into  the  promised  land.   These  were 

not  the  same  people  who  had  crossed  the  Red  6ea   with  Moses.   Those  people  had 
died  xssxttoirxiiisHteKiiKHES  in  the  wilderness  for  their  disobedience.   These 
people  knew  that  the  mantle  of  leadership  was  to  fall  upon  the  shoulders  of 
Joshua  because  Moses  was  not  feoing  across  the  Jordan  with  them.   In  front  of 
them  were  all  of  the  unknowns  of  an  unknown  land.   They  knew  that  lurking  out 
there  beyond  that  river  were  hostile  forces  and  many  most  certainly  a  hostile 
_  mvironment.   It  was  to  be  all  new  for  them,  but  it  was  God's  promise  that  He 
would  be  with  them  which  sustained  them  up  to  this  point.   Their  needs  had 
been  met,  they  had  obtained  food,  water,  and  what  was  needed  to  survive.   All 


this  was  directly  through  the  providence  of  God.  Moses  was  explaining  these 
things  to  the  people  of  Israel  in  this  book  of  Deuteronomy.   This  20th  chap- 
ter is  a  part  of  his  second  address  to  these  people.   At  this  point  of  6crip= 
ture  he  is  setting  the  tone  for  their  entrance  and  that  tone  is  to  be  one  of 

a  positive  nature.   Rieir  fathers  and  grandfathers  had  been  led  miraculously  out 
of  ^gypt  with  the  parting  of  the  Red   Gea.   But  their  first  reaction  was  one 
of  fear.tesKHHHK  They  were  afraid  they  were  going  to  die  of  starvation  or 
thirst,   God  had  to  step  in  and  overcome  their  fears  over  and  over  again. 
Moses  knowing  this  is  striving  to  give  them  the  positive  attitude  of  knowing 
that  God  will  lead  and  direct  all  of  their  travels,  wherever  they  may  kKX  go, 

and  whatever  direction  they  may  take. 

He  first  of  all  is  speaking  to  them  of  going  out  to  war  as  we  read  in  the 
1st  verse,  (read  this).   His  assurance  is  that  God  will  take  care  of  over- 
coming their  enemies.   The  people  of  Israel  hot  only  believed,  but  knew  that 

were  not  to 
~~God  was  on  their  side  because  they  stiiixjrafc:  provoke  war  and  fighting.   They 

only  were  to  fight  when  the  cause  was  just.   Therefore,  Moses'  admonition  to 
not  be  afraid  of  superior  forces. 

He  next  gives  instructions  concerning  the  duty  of  priests  at  this  time.   (Reac 
verse  2).   The  priests  were  to  play  an  important  role  in  the  lives  of  the 
soldiers.   Before  they  went  into  battle  the  priests  were  to  address  them. 
This  is  what  they  were  to  say,  (read  verses  5  and  4).   These  were  meant  to 
be  words  of  assurance,  to  k±xex£1ibw  boost  their  morale  and  lift  their  spirits. 
These  were  the  words  of  Moses  to  those  who  would  be  facing  enemies  of  all 
kinds  when  they  set  out  in  the  new  land  as  God's  people.   But  did  all  of  the 
people  of  Israel  take  these  words  to  heart?   Did  it  stop  their  fear?   Their 
griping  and  complaining  about  their  needs  and  conditions  in  which  they  lived? 
The  answer  is  a  resounding  "NO."   If  we  begin  to  read  in  the  book  of  Joshua, 
it  we  find  ourselves  not  too  far  in  the  book  and  we  encounter  their  fears 
and  discouragement  arising.   I  believe  we  can  compare  that  time  in  the  life 


of  Israel,  with  our  own  time  as  we  step  into  1985.   Just  a  few  days  before 

news  program  and  a  Jewish  itabbi  who  is  also  a  psychiatrist 
"hristmas  I  saw  a  ^W^KxXKJsJ5ix«K»xi3ixaxp3fy5fKSK5rKSJJXX83ix$8t«jiXsiiS«x»Kxa;xiRjrsJJS 

KEXgxxx   was  being  interviewed.  He   was   telling  that  at   the  holiday  season  many, 

many  people  are  depressed  and  despondent  because  he  said,  "They  didn't  know 

where  to  turn."   I  can't  believe  that  he  would  be  able  to  help  them  xxhsk  eithe: 

since  with  his  background  he  is  unable  to  give  much  hope.   For  those  who  say 

there  is  no  answer,  they  are  wrong.  The  answer  always  is  and  always  has  \seen 
"God."  That  answer  doesn't  suffice  because  it  is  too  simple.  People  want 

something  complex  and  difficult.   But  God.  has  not  made  His  offer  difficult  or 
complex.   If  we  look  at  this  Scripture  this  morning  we  read  of  three  simple 
things  the  priest  was  to  convey  to  the  people.   They  are  found  in  the  4th  verse 
The  first  thing  we  read  is,  "For  the  Lord  your  God  is  He  that  goeth  with  you." 
He  was  to  impress  upon  them  that  no  matter  where  they  went,  God  went  with  them. 
The  people  of  Israel  didn't  always  want  to  believe  this.   ^specially  ±0-  they 
■anted  to  sin  and  hide  from  Hira.   Uavid  came  to  the  point  in  his  life  where  he 
asked  the  question,  ",/uither  shall  I  flee  from  Thy  presence?"   And  he  answered 
it  by  saying  that  if  he  descended  into  the  very  depth  of  the  sea,  or  into  oheol 
the  place  of  the  dead,  "Even  there  Thou  art."   He  even  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  before  he  was  ever  formed  in  his  mother's  womb,  God  knew  him  then.   Jo  to 
believe  that  God  "Goeth  with  you,"  should  be  a  comfort  as  we  face  the  enemies 
and  foes  of  this  life. 

And  mk  people  are  facing  them.   Those  foes  and  enemies  are  unemployment,  in- 
flation, interest  rates,  the  higher  cost  of  everything,  these  enemies  are  real 
for  all  of  us.   Not  all  of  us  may  face  all  of  them,  or  even  some  of  them,  but 
the  message  is  still  the  same.   "God  goeth  with  you." 

But  why  would  God  stoop  to  go  with  us  individually?  The  sk  answer  to  that  is 
found  in  the  priests  second  comfort.   That  is,  "The  Lord  your  God  is  He  that 
_^oeth  with  you,  to  fight  for  you."  .ie   may  not  think  of  God  going  to  bat  for 
us  against  the  foes  and  the  problems  of  this  world.   This  is  because  we  think 
we  fight  those  battles  alone.   We  only  pray  to  God  and  somehow  He  provides 


moral  support  while  we  go  out  and  slay  the  dragons.   But  it  is  God  who  supplie 

"he  strength,  the  ability,  and  whatever  is  needed  to  overcome  the  problems  and 

foes,   lie  is  actually  in  the  fight  with  us  each  step  of  the  way. 

The  third  comfort  the  priest  was  to  promise  the  people  of  Israel  was,  "The  Lon 

your  God  is  He  that  goeth  with  you,  to  fight  for  you  against  your  enemies,  to 
SAVE  YOM.   That  is  the  entire  purpose  which  God  has  for  all  mankind  and  that 

is,  that  no  man  should  perish,  but  all  may  be  saved.   God's  purpose  from  the 

garden  of  Liden  xb  right  up  to  today  has  always  been  that  His  special  creation 

might  have  redemption. 

(Illustration  of  Odds  And  Ends,  man,  wife,  &  letter  with  check) 

This  is  exactly  what  mankind  has  done  with  the  most  precious  gift  God  has  ever 

given  to  him.   Man  has  overlooked  it.   All  of  us  become  so  mixed  up  in  the 

living  of  this  life  that  we  become  bogged  down  with  the  things  of  this  world 

and  end  up  at  Odds  And  Ends  with  family,  friends,  jobs  or  what  have  you.   But 

-od  continues  to  give  us  a  kZbxe.   slate  which  He  wipes  clean  as  we  seek  Him 

in  confession  and  forgiveness.   In  all  of  our  Odds  And  Ends,  He  is  there. 

the  past 
Perhaps  iftix  year  has  not  been  all  that  we  may  have  expected  of  it.  de   may 

not  have  some  things  we  would  like  to  have  had.   But  what  do  we  have  this  year 

which  we  didn't  when  last  year  began?  Perhaps  a  bill  paid  off?   Food  in  the 

freeezer?   A  new  car?  A  job?   A  goal  we  reached?  A  savings  account?,  or  othe 

money  in  the  bank?   A  new  baby?   And  when  we  think  of  these-things,  who  do  xs 

WKXKxraxxtoHHkB  fovt   thank  for  it?   Master  Charge,  or  Visa?   Or  God? 

That  same  God  who  was  with  us  throughout  the  Odds  And  Ends  of  1982,  will  be 

with  us  through  all  of  1985.  He  is  the  Lord  our  God  who  goeth  with  you,  to 

fight  for  you  against  your  enemies,  to  save  you. 


ST, 
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PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
First  Sunday  After  Epiphany       January  9, 
The  Rev-  Ralph  c.  Linkf  Pastor 

Mr.  Harry  Cunningham,  Choir  Director  and  Organist 
Mr.  Roland  Thompson,  Saxophonist 
Meredith  Efew&s  and  Amy  Vargo  -  Acolytes 


+  +  +  +  +  +  + 


+  +  +  +  +  + 


ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A.N. 
Prelude      "Kings  of  Orient"  Bock 

•Processional  Hymn  No.  202  "As  With  Gladness  Men  of  Old" 
♦Ascription 
•Exhortation. 

*Confession  [In  Unison)  "Almighty  God,  hy  your  power  ia 
Christ  raised  from  death  to  rule  this  world  with  love. 
We  confess  that  we  have  not  believed  in  Him,  but  fall 
into  doubt  and  fear-   Gladness  has  no  home  in  our 
hearts,  and  gratitude  is  slight.   Forgive  our  dread  of 
dying,  our  hopelessness,  and  set  us  free  for  joy  in  the 
victory  of  Jesus  Christ  who  was  dead  but  lives,  and 
will  put  down  every  power  that  hurts  or  destroys,  when 
your  promised  kingdom  cornea.  Air-en." 
*Kyrie 

♦Assurance  of  Pardon 
* Praise 

Pastor:   Blessed  be  the  Lord  God  I 
People:   And  blessed  be  His  Glorious  Name  forever 
♦Gloria  Patri 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

Joys,  Concerns,  Prayer  Requests 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit 
Pastor:   Let  us  pray 
Prayer       Choral  Prayer  Response   £#201) 
Rymo  No/  206  "We  Three  Kings  of  Orient  Are" 
•Serology   No.  332 
Offering 

Offertory   "The  Star  Proclaims  the  King  Is  Here"  Bac 
Anthem    "He's  Still  the  King  of  Kings"    Gaither 
#242) 


> 

> 


/ 


Scripture      Matthew  2:1-12 

Sermon:    "They  Came,  They  Saw,  They  Left" 

•Closing  Hymn  No,  179     "The  First  Noel" 

•Benediction 

•Fostlud*     "Hail,  Star  of  Heaven"  Grieg 

++++++++  ^Congregation  Standing  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
The  Fidelity  Bible  Class  to  the  "Glory  of  God"and 
in  memory  qf  past  members. 

Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:   *Shirley  Link,  Marie 
Henry,  Nancy  Dellen  and  Karen  Link. 

Nursery  will  be  provided  today. 

'Thurs.  Jan.  20  at  10:00  -  Sewing  &  Fellowship  day 
sponsored  by  Women's  Fell.  Hospital  gowns  for  Green-  yj^ 
vilie  Home  will  be  made.   ALL  women  tf  church  invited.  Tj: 

HoHpitalizel:  Dutch  Bolam,  Ed  Hampton 

Debbie  Melton,  and  Nancy  Dellen  will  be  visiting  the 
Hospital  thiy  week-  They  will  be  also  visiting  a 
shut-in  and  one  n&n-attending  person, 
ach  Sunday  during  January  each  member  is  permitted 
to  make  nominations  for  Church  Council.   You  may  make 
as  many  nominations  as  you  wish.   Simply  put  those 
names  on  a  slip  of  paper  and  place  them  on  the  offer- 
ing plate.   You  may  mark  them  for  Elder  or  Deacon 
as  you  wish.   The  office  and  Council  will  contact 
them  concerning  the  election  in  the  fall. 

Monday,  Tuesday  and  Thurs.  Aerobics  in  Rehcbcth  Hall 

Wad.  7:15  -  Chancel  Choir  Rehearsal 

The  Congregational  Dinner  is  set  for  Feb.  6th  at  5:30 
Different  Subject  will  be  voted  on  at  the  Congregation- 
al Dinner.   Make  sure  you  make  plans  to  be  there. 
Early  Church  will  be  voted  on  at  this  tine. 

Altar  Flowers  are  available  on  the  23rd,   Please  sign 
the  chart  in  the  Narthex  if  you  would  like  to  have 
them  for  this  particular  Sunday.  Now  is  the  time  also 
to  make  your  selection  for  any  Sunday  you  would  like 
during  the  year. 

Please  take  and  use  the  Scripture  calendars  on  the 
table  in  the  Narthex* 

+■  +  +  +  +  + 

Sunday  is  always  empty  without  "U" 

The  Church  is  never  full  without  "IF1 

ST.  PAUL'S  U.  C.  C.  CHURCH  NEEDS  "IP* 


"Ttiey  Game,  They  Jaw,  Ttiey  i.en;- 
Scrip:  Kt.  2:1-12;  Text:  Mt.  2:11-12 

,en  J  caesr  defeat  army  Pontus-4?  BC  victry  easy  achi< 
exi   .m=I  Game, I  saw, I  Conquered, &  wen  Ik  visit  W  Hen 
mucfi.  sam  way,1  small  chang;ther  corap  can  mak  tween  2 

Mt  expl  birth  Js  2  Jew  audienc  &  say=vs  1 

set  time/plac  so  wud  kno  of  whom  writ  &  if  readr: 
ww^^students  of  proph  knu  Micah  say  Mes  born  Beth 

tuk  plac  reign  Herod=(Grt)  Fc   all  wud  kno  him 
Name=YEJHUA,deriv JOSHUA  &  mean=G-  salv,L  Jalv, Javier 

stag  set  expl  how  birth  receiv,&  1st  prof  Js=Hessiah 
vs  1B-2=J  Ilen=denot  specil  vistrs  Beth  this  time 

they  lerned  Astrolgy,not  wichcraft ,but  science  stars 
name  cum  from=Qr=Magoi,plurl  &  ment  lern  men  of 

GudB  Arabia, Babylonia, Persia; no  numbr,but  mor  thanl 

&  gifts  mak  think  3 
Thez  men  Bliev  specil  star,chang  hvns  cudB  countrpart 

or  angel  of  grt  man 

Jinc  they  considr  roylty, specil  star  cudB  cum  King 
Gam  2  Jeruhav  saw  star  east, think  had  do  Jew  peopl 
8c  this  signify  they  no  Jew, or  knu  proph=(sed  Beth) 
Jus  as  J  Caesr  cam  2  Pontus,so  :i   men  cam=vs  2 

intersting  sidlite=vss  3-6=I2EAD=here  fnd  proph  cum 

Has  Jew  so  anxiusly  sot=yet  no  acpt  then/nor _ 2day 
Herod  herd  al  this  &  now  send  on  was  2find  child 
vss  9-10='THEY  JAiV  star,&  seem  setl  plac  child  lay 

Wat  kind  star  mite  bin? 
(lllus  A.Edersheim=Lif  &  Times  Of  Js  The  Messiah) 
we  read=They  oaw  star  &.   were  joyful, now  re^d=vs  11 

We  read=They  Jaw  yng  child 
Gaesr  had  cum  Pontus  S=  misin  2fite  agin  Ss  captur 
He  saw  wat  there  cud  grasp, as sum  4  rioman  Empire 

S  z   W  Fien  cam  &  misin  2find  royl  arivl  they  Bliev 

ten  in  star; they  cam, they  saw 
1st  saw  star, then  aftr  folo  saw  baby  Js 

They  no  bent  on  captur  Him, or  asum  Him  4  empires 
Read=Jaw  yng  child  with  Mary  mothr,r"el  dwn  worship 

But  mor  than  that  gav  gifts  aproprite  4  roylty 
Sc  G  in  midst  all  this=vs  12 

>/  Ken  came, Jaw, they  left  &  comp  tween  Gaesr  com  dif 
Caesr  conq, overthrew, tuft  ovr  peop  &  natin 

W  Ken  no  conq,insted  they  wer  conquer, they  bin  pres 

roylty  &  I  Bliev  conq  by  itjlivs  nevr  same  agin 
,v'at  hapn  Caesr?  murder, no  find  peac;but  W  Hen  did 

;/at  efect  hav  peop  who  red?  No  kno, but  XmaS  shud_ 
nevr  lv  us  as  1nce  wer;shud  chang  &  conq  our  spirit 
Bu4  'uz  it?  (Illus  imaginry  spac  vistor  report  home) 


How  duz  Xmas  conq  us? 
Is  it  pil  bills  regret  hav  Bcuz  try  keep  up  pace 
rest  of  worl  aroun  us? 
Or  R  we  conq  by  Smas  Rcuz  lik  W  Men  we  came 
worship  Him; 
We  .Jaw  Him  agin  as  G  incarnate; 
&  we  left  that  scene  3hind  us  as  mov  in2  y: 
ful  luv  &  Joy  which  can  use  2  conq  in  His  L^rns 


"They  Jame ,  They  Jaw,  They  Left" 
Scripture;  Matthew  2:1-12 
next:  l;t.  2:11-12 

./hen  Julius  Caesar  defeated  the  army  of  Pontus  in  4-7  3.C.,  the  victory  was 
so  easily  achieved  that  he  exclaimed,  "I  saxx  came,  I  saw,  I  conquered." 
I  think  that  we  can  look  at  the  visit  of  the  so  called,  "Wise  men,"  in  much 
the  same  way,  with  one  small  change.   I  see  a  comparison  which  we  can  make 
XHxfesite  between  the  two  examples. 

Matthew  is  explaining  the  birth  of  Jesus  to  his  Jewish  audiende  and  so  he  be- 
gins by  saying,  "Now  when  Jesus  was  born  in  Bethlehem  of  Judea  in  the  days  of 
Herod,  the  king."   lie  is  setting  the  time  and  the  place  so  they  would  know  of 
whom  he  is  writing.   The  birth  took  place  in  Bethlehem,  which  IS   his  readers 
were  scholars  of  prophecy  would  have  recognized  as  the  place  the  prophet  Micah 
had  said  the  Messiah  would  be  born.   Next,  it  took  place  during  the  reign  of 
King  Herod.   They  would  know  him  as  Herod  the  Great.   And  the  child's  name  was 
-feshua,  or  Jesus,  which  is  derived  from  Joshua  and  means,  "The  Lord  is  sal- 
vation," or,  "Javiour."  Ttius  Matthew  has  set  the  stage  to  explain  how  this 
birth  was  received.   Here  is  the  first  proof  that  any  Jewish  student  of  pro- 
phecy could  understand  that  this  Jesus  was  the  promised  Messiah. 
Matthew  now  goes  on  to  explain  the  special  visitors  who  came  to  Bethlehem  at 
this  time,  (verse  1b-2).   The  term,  "Wise  men,"  denotes  people  who  were  learned 
in  the  science  of  Astrology.  This  doesn't  mean  that  they  followed  the  signs 
of  the  Zodiac  and  were  delving  into  anti-bilblical  practices.   It  means  that 
they  were  men  who  studied  the  stars,  their  groupings,  their  courses,  their 
so  called,  "signs"  to  see  what  all  of  this  meant.  The  term,  "Wisemen"  comes 
from  the  ureek  word  "MAGOI"  from  which  which  we  denote  the  name,  "Magi."   It 
is  a  plural  term  and  meant  learned  men  from  the  East.   They  could  have  been 
from  Persia,  Arabia,  Babylonia  or  other  countries.   life  do  not  know  hoe  many 
came,  just  that  there  was  more  than  one.    Tradition  has  it  that  there  were 
three  because  of  the  three  gifts  which  were  given  to  Jesus.   These  learned 


-2- 
men  believed  that  a  special  star,  or  ghange  in  the  heavene  could  be  the  counter- 
part or  angel  of  a  great  man.   They  were  considered  royalty  and  so 
'  «~*e  special  appearance  of  a  special  star,  could  mean  the  coming  of  a  new  king. 
The  fact  that  these  men  came  to  Jerusalem  having  seen  the  star  in  the  East,  and 
thinking  it  had  something  "to  do  with  the  Jewish  people,  signified  that  they  were 
not  Jews  and  didn't  know  Jewish  prophecy.   If  theji  had,  they  wo.;ld  have  known 
the  promised  King  would  come  from  Bethlehem. 

Just  as  Julius  Caesar  came  to  Pontus,  so  the  Wise  men,  "Came"  as  we  are  told  in 

Like  Caesar, 
the  2nd  verse.   These  men  were  on  an  official  ixxp  errand  and"they  came." 

An  interesting  sidelight  to  this  is  found  in  the  next  several  verses.   We  read 

in  verses  5  through  6,  (read  these  verses).   Here  is  found  the  prophecyo  of  the 

coming  of  the  Pessiah  the  Jews  so  anxiously  sought.   Yet  they  wouldn't  accept  it 

then,  and  they  will  not  accept  it  now. 

So  Herod  has  heard  all  of  this  and  he  now  sends  them  on  their  way  to  find  this 

nhild.   So  we  read,  (read  verses  9  &  10).  "They  3aw"  the  star  and  it  seemed  to 

settle  over  the  place  where  the  child  lay.   What  kind  of  star  may  it  have  been? 

(Illustration  of  Alfred  lidersheim,  page  212,  Vol.  I,  The  Life  And  Times  Of  Jesus 
The  Messiah.) 

We  read  that  "They  jaw"  the  star  and  were  joyful,  and  now  we  read,  (Jread  verse 

11).   je  read  here  that  "They  oaw"  the  young  child.   Caesar  had  come  to  Pontus 
and  his  mission  was  to  fight  against  it  and  capture  it.   He  came,  and  he  saw 
what  was  there  which  he  could  grasp  and  assume  for  the  ^oman  Kmpire.   These 
Wise  men  came,  and  their  mission  was  to  find  the  royal  arrival  they  believed  had 
been  foretold  in  a  star.   They  Came,  and  they  saw.   i?isrt  they  saw  the  star, 
and  then  after  they  followed  its  leading,  they  Jaw  the  baby  Jesus.   They  were 
not  bent  on  capturing  Him,  or  assuming  Him  and  His  possessions  for  their  in- 
dividual empires.   tfe  read,  "They  saw  the  young  child  with  Mary,  His  mother, 
^nd  fell  down,  and  worshiped  Him."   But  more  than  this  they  presented  to  Him 
gifts  which  were  appropriate  to  be  given  to  royalty,  by  other  kings  themselves. 
But  God  was  in  the  midst  of  all  of  this  and  the  12th  verse  relates  this  to  us. 
(read  verse  12). 
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The  .7  i  semen,  "Game,  They  oqw,"  and  now  we  read  "They  Left."   The  comparison 

between  these  men  and  Julius  Caesar  on  the  last  note  is  completely  different  as 
well.   Julius  Caesar  conquered,  that  means  he  overthrew  the  armed  forces  of 
-t'ontus,  and  he  took  over  the  people  and  the  nation.   The  Wise  men  merely  went 
about  their  unassuming  business  and  "Bhey  Left."  2ksj   But  they  didn't  con- 
quer, instead,  they  were  conquered.   They  had  been  in  what  they  believed  to 
be  the  presence  of  royalty.   And  they  were  right.   But  they  were  in  the  pre- 
sence of  Almighty  God  and  although  we  don't  know  it  for  certain  because  we  do 
not  have  that  history,  I  would  believe  their  lives  were  never  the  same.   ./hat 
was  yhe  end  result  of  Julius  Caesar  conquering  Pontus  and  being  able  to  say, 
"I  Came,  I  Saw,  I  Conquered?"   He  was  later  murdered  and  his  conquests  never 
gave  him  salvation  or  lasting  peace  in  his  heart.   The  *'ise  men  came,  they 
saw,  and  they  left,  but  their  hearts  and  lives  must  have  been  conquered  for 
all  eternity,   <7hat  change  did  this  have  on  those  who  knew  of  it,  or  who  read 
^f  it  in  Matthew's  account?   Je  will  never  know  for  sure.   But  one  thing  is 
certain,  and  that  is,  Christmas  should  never  leave  us  the  same  as  we  once  were. 
It  should  change  us  and  conquer  our  spirits.   But  does  it? 
(Illustration  of  imaginary  space  visitor  reporting  back  to  home  planet) 
How  does  Christmas  conquer  us?   Is  it  with  a  pile  of  bills  we  regret  we  have 
because  we  have  tried  to  keep  up  with  the  pace  of  the  rest  of  the  world  around 
us?   Or  are  we  conquered  by  Christmas  because  like  the  /ise  men,  we  Came  to 
worship  Him;  we  3aw  Him  again  as  God  incarnate;  and  we  have  Left  that  scene 
behind  us  as  we  move  into  a  year  full  of  love  and  joy  which  we  can  use  to 
conquer  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ? 


"Wayfarers  Excursion:  Openers" 
Scripture:  1  Peter  1:1-2 

If  U  wer  ask  Individ  2  name  1  discipl ,imagin=Peter 
He   js  kno  Bcuz  read  mor  than  othr/name  1st  lists  Bis 

P  alway  had  anser  wen  Js  ask  h   mostly  wrong; Peter 
sed  evn  ffho  dy,yet  no  deny  &  shout  I  KNO  NOT  THE  MAN 

W:   els  cud  tel  bout  Js  boldnes ,convic;who  els  selec 

kno  truth  Js=Peter 
Only  2  othr  cum  clos=Jame3, Jn 
Mk  16=Resur  story, angl  tel  woraen=Tel  discips  &  Peter 

he  singl  out  2hear  gud  nus;God  show  he  hav  specil  pi 
in  Bib  21ettr  P,&  eywitnes  acct  suml  ther  cud  relate 
truth  in  depth; do  this  pt  2  prophs,&  Word  of  G 

pup#os  2fold=aquaint  Xpian ,(nu  fllievrs)with  sufferin 
They  had  2underst  why, they  identfy  w/Js  &,  His  suffr 

2nd  purp  lift  eys  from  this  lif  ,2  lif  etern,Byond 
This  then  is  overview  of  this  letter  wil  B  study 

Picturism  grps  Blievrs,5  provinc  meet  throut;time 
of  Nero  godles  Emp.last  famly  J  Caesar ;Xpians  persecu 
unmercful;tortur, burn, put  deth  horibl  fashin 

shuk  faith  manyjno  underst;ask  Why?why?  &.  sum  Bliev 
G  punish  4  pas  sins;no  abl  read  words  Js  comf  &.  so 
discourag, defeat  &  pt  of  giv  up 
But  nus  grapvin  Petr  wrot  lettr  B  distrib  ch  d   ch 

finly  ariv  ther  litl  ch,eys  rivet  pastr, harts  beat 

fastr,he  stan  B4,unrol  scrol  &  read=1  Pet  1:1-2 
singl  out=P  an  Apostl,no  F  son  Jona,but  Rok  lik  Js  se 

Identfy  f rends  as  3trangrs=so;journr=pilgrim, alien 
thus  Xpian  no  resident  worl.merly  pas  thru  on  pilgrim 
2  othr  land; Wayfarer  on  Excussin=brief  trip 

this  wat  P  want  impart  21istners 
-Titn  thoz  go  thru  trial  of  B  Xpian  in  unXpian  worl 
it  jus  as  approp  2day  as  then 
He  no  ask  2think  themselvs  as  bums, tramps, no  purp  lif 

writ  as  distinc  peop  set  part  2  G's  wil  &  liv  4  Him 
chaleng  2B  faithffkJ,coragus  as  travl  thru  worl 
Blievr  mus  fnd  comf  B  remind  by  P  wat  exper  only  temp 
thing ;Paul  also  wrot  this  Phil  3:20-21 
Blievrs=ELEGT,4knolefg  of  G=2  underst  doc  electin 

tuf ,diffi;But  wat  P  say  is  this: they  made  choic 
accpt  Js  Xp  &  B  f olios, ther4  they  Elect, set  apart  1's 
4  His  use;ther4  had  4givnes  which  part  G's  plan  mank 

This  wat  P  mean  santificatin  of  the  spirit=oanctif 

is  proces  gro  faith, &  posib  only  thru  indwel  H  Sp 

which  tak  plac  wen  persn  cum  2  Xp 
Untn  obedienc  is  folio  lif  as  Js  want  Blievr  ^do 

W   P  spk=sprinkl  blud  Js  Xp=refer  blud  shed  by  Js 

B  apply  2  our  sins  4  clensing 


J    ST*  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Second  Sunday  After  Epiphany       January  16,  1963 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link*  Pastor 

Mr.  Harry  Cunningham,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Mr.  Roland  Thompson,  Saxophonist 
Julee  Vargo,  Brian  Hollefreund,  Acolytes 


+  +  +  +  + 
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ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11; CO  A.M. 
Prelude     "The  Wanderer"  Mendelssohn 

•Processional  Hymn  No.  12  "  0  day  of  rest  -and  gladness" 
•Ascription 
*Exhortation 

•Confession  (in  Unison)  "Our  Father,  we  confess  before 
you  that  our  lives  are  not  what  they  should  be.   We  do 
unde&ired  sin,  and  we  permit  temptations  to  overco/ne  us. 
But  we  know  there  is  forgiveness  with  you  when  we  do 
confess.   So  as  we  humbly  seek  forgiveness,  we  ask  for 
new  strength  to  lead  a  more  Godly  life,  for  we  pray  in 
the  Master's  name,   Amen*'1 
•Kyrio 

•Assurance  of  Pardon 
*Praise 

♦Pastor:   Blessed  be  the  Lord  God! 
*People:   And  blessed  be  Hi3  Glorious  Name  forever 
•Gloria  Patri 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announc  ements 

Joys,  Concerns,  Prayer  Requests 

Hymn  No,   483  "Kay  the  Hind  of  Christ,  My  Savior" 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor l   The  Lord  be  with  you 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer 

Choral  Prayer  Response   (#34} 
Offering 

Offertory   "Jesus,  My  Strength, 
•Daxolcgy   382 
Anthem:    "Joyfully  We  Praise  Your  Name" 
Scripture:        i  peter  1:1-2 
Sermon:       "Wayfarers  Excursion:   Openers" 


My  Hope"   Bach 


Matthews 


•Closing  Hymn  Ho,  455  nI  Am  Thine,  0  Lord" 
Benediction 

Postlude  "Return,  0  Wanderer,  Return"      Muffat 
++++++++  "Congregation  Standing  +  +  +  +  +  -*+  + 
The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  C.  Fleeter  to  the  "Glory  of  God" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are  *Rob  Vinrce t   Robert  Dellen, 

Randy  Dellen  and  Brian  Kennedy* 
Deacons  -  Ms.  Marlene  JUwer  and  Ms.  Debby  Melton  will 

greet  the  Congregation  &t  the  door  this  morning. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today 

We  need  someone  to  take  over  the  Nursery  -  contact  Bea. 
"^Hospitalized:  Dutch  Dolam,  William  Winters.  Elsie 

Kornrumpf  -DCMH. 
Donald  Kennedy  and  Ray  Covert  will  be  visiting  the 

Hospital  this  week*  They  will  also  visit  a  shut-in 

and  an  non-attending  member. 
Tuesday  and  Thurs  -  Aerobics 
Wed.  -  Chancel  Choir  Rehearsal  7; 15  P.M* 
Thurs.,  The  Women's  Fellowship  will  sponsor  a  Sewing 

and  Fellowship  Day  at  10:00.   Hospital  gowns  for 

Greenville  Home  will  be  made.   ALL  women  of  the  church 

are  invited.  Bring  your  own  sandwich  for  lunch; 

dessert  and  beverage  will  be  furnshod.   If  you  have  a 

portable  sewing  machine  we  can  use  contact  Amelia 

Leighton. 
Don't  forget  to  fill  in  your  special  i  time  of  year  to 

have  flowers  on  the  Altar  before  someone  else  fills 

it  in*   We  need  flowers  in  the  nerir  future  -  please 

sign— up  in  the  Nsrthex. 
We  never  did  get  the  chance  to  thank  the  W'oitn'3 

Fellowship  for  putting  up  the  Chrismon  Tree  this  year. 

It  was  beautiful  as  ever. 
Our  thanks  also  to  Peg  and  Mike  Nazaruk  for  putting 

up  the  Manger  scene  and  anyone  who  helped  put  the 

different  trees  for  the  Christmas  program. 
TODAY  AFTER  THE  SERVICE  -  MEETING  OF  ELHERS  AND  DEACONS 
IN  THE  LIBRARY. 
^^.Hake  your  nominations  for  Elders  and  Deacons  -  papers 
in  the  Pews  for  your  convenience* 
Congregational  Dinner  and  meeting  set  far  Feb*  6th. 

at  5l30P.M.  Different  issues  will  be  voted  on. 
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2  thoz  who  Jew,understud  OT  ritul  clens. 

B^'id  sprinkl  altr,whil  faithfl  pledg  obed  Z   God, 

then  Blud  sprinkl  on  peop  &  identfy  peop  as  Blong 
<_  God 
This  seal  covnant  tween  G  &  peopl 
So  P  tel  peop  cov  seal  tween  them  &  G  thru  sprinkl 
of  Blud  of  Js. 

Peter  clos  dalutatin  with  words=iB 
B4  herd  loci  preachr  reaa  wox'clj  c   them  they  wavr  in 
faith; 

they  wer  persecut  8s  saw  persecut  all  aroun  them 
But  nflw  Tecfliv  nntnf  word  from  wel  kno/b  loved  An  P 
This  Joy  1'   want  nu  Xpian  experience  ^VLLLUq  LEPERS"^ 
Did  they?  Yes,Bcuz  ch  gru  &  flour  in  spit  persecut  & 
oppositin  2  it 

We  wel  may  ask  WHY?  Why  few  writn  word  mak  diff? 
Anser^knowledg  G  giv  Grace  daily, &  this  Gr  bring 
inner  peaee  can  only  cum  from  lif  rest  in  Js  Xp  & 
this  they  experience 

They  knu  it  2B  tru,they  Jus  need  reassur  of  it 
This  comf  we  can  deriv  from  this  lettr  of  Peter 

Do  U  kno  that  Grace  &  Peace? 
if  not  claim  for  Ur  lif  2day 
Ask  G  2giv  U  grace  4  ea  moment  &  the  peace  which  only 
Js  Xp  can  giv 

&  then  Bgin  rt  now  21iv  4-  Him  &  probs,confusin, perse 

this  lif  cannot  overcum  U 

G   3e  Unto  U,&  Peace  Be  Multiplied 


<+-  Wayfarers  Excursion:  Openers" 

.ripturei  1  Peter  1:1-2 

If  you  were  asked  individually  to  name  one  of  the  Disciples,  I  would  imagine 
the  overwhelming  majority  would  reply  with  the  name  "Peter."  He  is  the  best 
known  of  the  Disciples  because  we  read  of  kit  more  of  him  in  the  Gospels  than 
any  of  the  others.   Peter  is  the  first  named  Disciple  as  we  read  the  list  of 
them  in  the  New  Testament. 

It  was  Peter  who  always  had  s«MBfcfcixs  an  answer  whenever  Jesus  asked  a  question 
But  it  was  Peter  who  was  most  often  wrong.  It  was  Peterowho  said,  "Though  I 

should  die  with  Thee,  yet  will  I  not  deny  Thee."  And  it  was  to  Peter  that 

indeed 
Jesus  then  addressed  the  words  that  Peter  would  deny  His,  and  he  did  that  very 

thing  by  shouting  when  questioned ,  "I  know  not  the  man."   But  who  else  could 

speak  the  truth  about  Jesus  Christ  with  such  boldness  and  conviction?  Who  else 

was  selected  to  know  the  truth  of  Jesus  Christ?  It  was  Peter!   Only  two  other 

—  jisciples  even  came  close  to  having  the  complete  revelation  of  Jesus  to  them. 

Those  two  were  James,  the  man  who  wrote  the  letter  preceeding  the  letters  of 

Peter,  and  John  the  man  who  wrote  the  Gospel  and  the  letters  bearing  his  name. 

Only  these  other  two  came  close  to  being  on  a  par  with  Peter.   We  get  a 

glimpse  of  Peter's  special  place  in  the  resurrection  account  as  it  is  found  in 

the  16th  chapter  of  the  Gospel  of  Mark.  It  is  there  that  we  read  of  the  women 

coming  to  the  tomb  and  encountering  the  KKgKix  angel.  The  instructions  they 

are  given  are,  "Go  and  tell  His  disciples,  and  PETER."  Peter  is  singled  out 

as  a  specific  one  to  be  told  this  good  news.  Here  I  believe  was  God's  way  of 

telling  Peter  that  though  he  had  denied  Jesus,  he  had  a  special  place  in  God's 

plan  to  tell  of  Jesus  Christ  the  Saviour. 

So  we  have  in  our  Bible  two  letters  written  by  Peter.  He  may  have  written 

more,  but  we  do  not  have  copies  of  them.  But  what  we  do  have  is  an.. eyewitness 

1  with 

account  from  someone  who  was  there  and  because  of  his  involvment  is.   the  person 

and  life  of  Jesus  Christ f  he  could  relate  to  fellow  believers  the  truth  in 
deptfcr.  Peter  does  this  by  pointing  to  the  prophets  and  how  Jesus  fulfilled 


-2- 
their  prophecies,  Thus  he  lays  a  foundation  of  belief  in  God's  Word.  But  his 

T«i,rpose  was  twofold.  His  first  purpose  was  to  aquaint  the  Christians  of  his 

<iay,(and  remember,  most  of  them  were  brand  new),  with  suffering.  They  had  to 

understand  why  suffering  had  become  their  lot  in  life  and  particularly  so  since 

they  had  become  Christians.   It  was  to  tell  them  that  Jesus  had  to  suffer  and 

if  as  followers  they  had  to  suffer  it  they  were  identifying  themselves  with  Him 

in  His  sufferings. 

His  second  purpose  was  to  lift  their  eyes  from  this  present  life  and  its  prob- 
lems and  concerns  to  the  life  beyond  which  is  eternal  with  the  Lord.  This  then 
is  an  overview  of  the  writings  of  Peter  which  we  will  be  looking  at  faxxita  and 
studying  in  some  detail. 

Picture  if  you  will  small  groups  of  believers  meeting  xji  throughout  five  pro- 
vinces of  Asia  Minor.  This  was  at  the  time  on  the  godless  emperor  Nero.  He 
was  the  last  emperoor  of  the  family  of  Julius  Caesar.  Under  him  the  Christians 

ere  persecuted  unmercifully.  They  were  being  tortured,  burned,  and  put  to 
death  in  horrible  fashion.  This  treatment  severely  shook  the  faith  of  many. 
They  didn't  understand  how  God  would  let  this  happen  to  them  and  they  questioned 
"Why,  why,  why?"  There  were  some  who  even  believed  that  God  was  punishing  them 
for  past  sins.  They  had  no  means  of  reading  the  comforting  words  of  Jesus  and 
ao  they  were  afraid,  discouraged,  defeated  and  at  the  point  of  giving  up. 
But  then  news  came  to  them  through  the  grapevine  that  Peter  had  written  a  let- 
ter which  was  being  distributed  from  church  to  church.   Finally  it  arrives  in 
their  little  church.  All  eyes  are  riveted  on  the  pastor  sxxkKxsfcxHdsxfesfBXHX 
all  hearts  beat  faster  as  he  stands  before  the  congregation  and  carefully  un- 
rolls a  scroll  and  reads,  (read  1  Peter  1:1-2). 

The  writer  singles  himself  out  as'Teter  an  Apostle."   It  isn't  Peter  son  of 
Jona,  but  Peter  the  rock  as  Jesus  said  he  would  be.  Peter  identifies  his 
*  friends  as,  "strangers."  The  word  is  translated  "sojourner"  in  other  trans- 
lations.  It  means,  "apilgrim,"  or  "an  alien."  Thus  the  Christians  are  not 
residents  of  the  world,  they  are  merely  passing  through  as  it  were  on  a  p±±x 


pilgrimage  to  another  land.  Christians  are  wayfaring  strangers  to  planet 
-arth,  because  their  real  home  is  in  heaven.   lou  and  I  are  "Wayfarers,"  on 
an  "Excursion."  A  wayfarer  is  someone  passing  through  and  not  an  actual  re- 
sident, and  an  Excursion  is  a  trip  of  short  duration.  This  is  what  Peter  was 
striving  to  impart  to  his  listeners.  It  was  written  to  those  who  were  going 
the  trials  of  being  Christians  in  an  Unchristian  world,  but  it  is  just  as 
appropriate  today  as  it  wasxthen. 

Now  Peter  was  not  asking  the  believers  to  think  of  themselves  as  bums,  or 
tramps,  with  no  real  purpose  in  life.  He  was  writing  to  them  as  a  distinct 
people  set  apart  to  do  God's  will  while  here  and  to  live  for  Him.  He  challeng- 
ed them  to  be  faithful  and  courageous  as  they  traveled  through  this  world. 
The  believers  must  have  found  comfort  in  being  reminded  by  Peter  that  what  the? 
were  experiencing  and  going  through  was  only  a  temporary  thing.  Paul  also 
wrote  of  this  as  we  read  in  Philippians  r>:20-^1,  (read  this). 

Peter  calls  these  believers,  "Elect."  This  election  he  says  is,  "according  to 
the  foreknowledge  of  God."  To  understand  the  so  called,  "Doctrine  of  Election' 

is  difficult  to  say  the  least.  To  simply  believe  that  God  has  chosen  some  to 

elected  as  i*,v  «.  *-.. 

be  His  and  others  to  be  elected  as  being  damned,  is  to  do  away  with  the  free 

will  which  God  gives  to  man.  But  we  can  go  to  the  extreme  with  free  will  also. 
To  understand  simply  and  basically  what  Peter  is  saying  here  is  to  these  be- 
lievers is  this:  They  had  made  the  choice  to  accept  Jesus  Christ  and  be  His 
followers,  therefore,  they  were  the  "Elect"  or  set  apart  ones  for  His  use; 
therefore,  they  had  forgiveness  which  is  a  part  of  God's  pixit  great  plan  for 
all  mankind.  This  is  what  Peter  means  by  "sanctification  of  the  Spirit." 
Sanctification  is  the  process  of  growing  in  the  faith  and  this  is  possible  mix 
only  through  the  indwelling  of  God's  Holy  Spirit  which  takes  place  when  a  per- 
son comes  to  Christ.   "Unto  obedience"  is  following  the  life  as  Jesus  wants 

all  believers  to  do. 

When  Peter  speaks  of  the  "sprinkling  of  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ,"  he  is  re- 
ferring to  the  shed  blood  of  Jesus  being  applied  to  ur  sins  for  cleansing. 


To  those  who  were  Jews  and  understood  the  Old  Testament  ritual  of  cleansing, 
~^xEkxkaitxHHxaMHxpa3!txBfxit!SXHKaKt!l^xttl»xjE«t*iKgxjq5Klst  The  blood  was  sprinkled 
on  the  alfear,  while  the  faithful  pledged  obedience  hx  to  God,  and  then  the 
blood  was  sprinkled  on  the  people  and  this  identified  them  as  belonging  to  God. 

This  was  the  sealing  of  the  covenant  between  God  and  His  people.  3o  Peter  is 
telling  them  that  the  covenant  is  sealed  between  them  and  God  through  the 
sprinkling  of  the  blood  of  Jesus. 

Peter  closes  this  salutation  with  the  words,  "Grace  unto  you,  and  peace,  be 
multiplied."  Before  they  heard  their  local  preacher  read  these  precious 
words  to  them  they  were  wavering  in  their  faith.  They  were  being  persecuted 
and  saw  persecution  all  around  them.  But  now  they  received  these  comforting 
words  from  the  well  known  and  beloved  Apostle  Peter. 
(Illustration  of  Lepers  and  their  Joy  in  midst  of  affliction) 
This  is  the  joy  that  Peter  wanted  those  young, new  Christians  to  experience. 
Jid  they?  Yes ,  because  the  church  grew  and  flourished  in  spite  of  the  per- 
secution and  opposition  to  it.   And  we  may  well  ask  why?  Why  would  a  few 
xsrsts  written  words  make  any  difference?  The  answer  is  that  the  knowledge 
that  God  continues  to  give  Grace  daily  and  this  Grace  brings  an  inner  peace 
which  can  only  come  from  a  life  which  is  resting  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  this  is 

what  they  were  experiencing.  They  knew  it  to  be  true ,  they  just  needed  the 
reassurance  of  it.  This  is  the  comfort  we  can  derive  from  this  letter  of 
Peter.   Do  you  know  of  that  Grace  and  Peace?  If  not,  claim  that  for  your  life 
today.   Ask  God  to  give  you  Grace  for  each  moment,  and  the  peace  which  only 
Jesus  Christ  can  give.   And  then  begin  right  now  to  live  for  Him  and  the  prob- 
lems, the  confusion,  the  persecution  of  this  life  cannot  overcome  you. 

"Grace  unto  you,  and  peace,  be  multiplied. " 


ST*  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler ,  Pennsylvania 
Third  Sunday  After  Epiphany        January  23,  1983 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 

Mr.  Harry  Cunningham,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Mr.  Roland  Thompson,  Saxophonist 
Julee  Vargo,  Brian  Relief reund,  Acolytes 
+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 

ORDEH  OF  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude      "Blessed  Assurance"  Knapp 

"Blessed  Jesus t    at  Thy  Word"      Bach 
•Processional  Hymn  No.  336  "0  Worship  the  King" 
*Ascription 
•Exhortation 

♦Confession  (In  Unison)  "Almighty  and  Eternal  God, 
Whose  light  doth  shine  in  mortal  darkness;  reveal 
unto  us  thy  presence  in  our  souls,  and  thy  judgment 
of  all  our  actions,  thoughts,  and  words.   Manifest 
thyself  to  ug  in  the  movements  of  this  present  time. 
Open  our  eyes  to  thy  glory  all  around  us.   Thou  art 
ever  corning  tothy  children,  coming  in  manifold  ways; 
by  cherishing  our  serious  and  reverent  spirit  may  we 
prepare  ourselves  to  meet  our  God,  through  Jksub 
Christ  our  Lord.   Amen." 
*Kyrie 

*Assurance  of  Pardon 
*Praise 

•Pastor.   Blessed  be  the  Lord  God! 
"People;   And  blessed  be  His  Glorious  Name  forever 
♦Gloria  Patri 
Who ' s  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

Joys,  Concerns,  Prayer  Requests 

Hymn  No.  685    "In  Christ  There  Is  Mo  East  or  West" 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit 
Pastor i      Let  us  Pray 
Prayer 

Choral  Prayer  Response  (#S4) 
Offering 

Offertory         "Reverie"  Faulkes 


> 


*Doxology   382 
Anthem:      "It  Is  No  Secret"   (#581)      Hamblen 
Scripture:  1  Peter  1:3-12 

Sermon:      "Wayfarer's  Excursion:   Learning  Three  R'e" 
•Closing  Hymn  No.  608  "Guide  Me,  0  Thou  Great  Jehovah" 
Jenedietion 

PoBtlude  "Renew  Me,  0  Eternal  Light"  Wnlther 
++++++++  "Congregation  Standing  +++++++ 
The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Me.  Debby  Melton  in  memory  of  her  "Brother"  Terry 

Melton. 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  "Richard  Mangel,  Don 

Kingsley,  Art  Carney  and  Gary  Penar 
Mr.  (t   Mrs.  Charles  Penar  will  flreet  the  Congregation 

at  the  door  this  morning. 
Nur  ery  will  be  provided  today  by  Debbie  Jchnsten  and 

Tracy  Johnston. 
Hospitalized :   Mrs.  Rebecca  Shearer 


> 


Paul  Campbell  and  Art  Snyder  will  be  visiting  the 
Hospital  this  week.   They  will  also  be  visiting  a 
Shut-in  and  a  non-attending  perscn. 

Monday  -  7:00  -  Meeting  of  Lay  Life  and  Work  Committee  - 
both  old  and  new  members 

Tuesday  and  Thurs.  -  Aerobics  in  Rehohoth  Hall, 

Wed.  -  7:15  -  Chancel  Choir  Rehearsal 

Remember  Congregational  Dinner  -  meeting  has  been 
changed  to  Feb,  6th.  Yearbooks  will  be  Riven  out  at 
this  time.  A  few  issues  will  be  brought  up  to  he 
voted  on  at  this  meeting  -  including  Early  Church. 
Plan  to  be  here. 

Slips  of  paper  in  the  pews  for  your  nominations  for 

"Elders  and  Deacons.  Please  drop  them  in  the  offering 
plate. 

We  are  still  looking  for  someone  to  head  up  the 
Nursery  department.   If  you  are  interested  in  this 
call  Bea  or  drop  In  the  office  this  morning. 
+  +  +  +  +  +  + 

Dear  God,  I've  sinned  again  today,  and  used  my  tongue 

amiss. 
0  help  me  curb  this  awful  urge,  to  yield  to  Satan's 

wish. 


1 


J 
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SorilSWrfT^'fefi?^?^  Learning  Three  "S'S" 

yr  65AD,Nero  powr  11yr  &  1st  C  Xpians  pers  4  faith 

4  ny  time  strug;many  hide,stil  othr  prob  desert 
»ut  lite  cum  form  letr  Petr,ea  wk  circu  5prov  Ch's 
Petr  had  sevrl  reasn  writ,1  to  comf  perplex  peopl 

li^s  sunk, no  hope, he  reach  out  tel  hang  on,G  still 
th   &  we  can  read  lik  ment  4us,caus  it  waa 
va ~1=Butlr,Butlr  Count,Pa,U.d. ,World;U  &  I  tnk  2hart 

chief  reasn  2  educat  many  lines ;knu  peop  need, he  giv 
(Illus  man  go  2schul, mascot  hound, Frincpl  then  bupt.) 
Ed  mor  seek  G  thing  mov  OR;mor  than  sit  round  &  Petr 
want  theg  peop  2   learn  ^  R's,spel  out  Scrip 
vs  3=G  shud  B  prais=word  dif  than  Beats ;that=Makariog 
&  mean=HAFPY ; this  EUL0GET03=Prais,lik  Eulogy  Eng. 

ment  G  shud  B  Prais  4  is   LOfiD  JB  XP 
ruf ,tuf  fishman  kno  Js  &  want  othr  kno  same  way 
Lord=Mastr;Js=G  salvatin;Xp=Anoint  1=Mastr,Salv,God 

this  cum  bout=Mercy  G  insted  wrath 
Living  hope=no  ded  wish  think, real=Hope=Trust, kno  fcn 

No  matr  how  bad  thing  R  here  ,Resurect  Js=4  Blievr  d. 
This  Rebirth, Regenratin=(def initin  of  Regeneratin) 

It  nu  lif ,gen  nu  persn,nu  perspectiv  &  Petr  convy  2 

thez  peop  &  stil  mesag  4us 
need  tak  hope  as  wel  as  they  did; digest  4th  vs  as 
theme  4us=(READ) 
this  mean  G  keep  inher  safe  ea  1  nam  Js  Xp  L  &  Sav 

this  4all  eternty  &  inher  kep  from  decay; kep  pur 

claen;kep  from  disapear;reserv  lik  box  seat  G  etern 
Ther  nevr  B  clos  acct ,bankrupcy,no  afect  inf latin, 
bad  times  or  anything  else 

This  HOPE  kep  saf  4us  nun  othr  Almity  God 
R^  ",INEMENT=^nu  R  ed  proces  spk  vss  6  thru  9=READ 

i..  say  trial ,trib  lif  but  only  seasn=remin  listnrs 

readrs  they  Pilgrim, Wayfarer  on  erth,whil  here  sufr 

probs  try  soul, but  lik  refin  Gol  tak  heat  2get  im- 

purtys  out  &  lif  saint  musB  refine  as  will 
Imag  2 set  B4  us  if  Face  Js  Xp 

We  no  seen  this  lif , but  set  fac  B4,&  remem  C  eternty 
REASSURANCE=5rd  R;tel  peop  prophs  old  seek  fulfil  G'j 
proms, but  no  liv  2C;but  H  Lip  direc  so  kno  wud  hapn 

Now  Petr, othr  bin  w/js,saw  Him, tel  peop  lik  prophs 

He  say  H  Bp  wud  help  them  also  lik  prophs 
vs  12=tbis  mesag  so  wundrfl  angl  want  2C=Lk  in2  it 

2  Lk=kneei  dwn  exam  carfl,if  angl  want  2do  musB  sum 
peop  2B  Reasur  G  provid  salv  thru  fulfil  long  go 
•  oms 
Tht,u  basic  Petr  teach=Shud  kno  Regenjaftr  Rebirth" 
shud  kno  G  refin  livs  on  erth;hav  Reasur  everthin' 

fulfil  thru  Xp 


This  2B  comf  wb.il  sufr  probs ,strif  this  lif 
Bcuz  only  short  excursin  culminat  G  etern  hcjme 

This  comf  all  Blievr  regard  time  of  histry 
Nun  probs  this  pre sen  lif  can  tak  way  from 
anyl  who  plac  f aith/trus  Js  Xp  as    O  to  5 
Lord  and  Savior. 
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"Wayfarer's  Excursion:  Learning  Three  R's" 
Scripture:  1  Peter  1:3-12 

Li   was  around  tbe  year  65  A.D.  and  the  emperor  Nero  «aa  had  been  in  power 
for  about  11  years.  The  first  century  Christians  were  being  persecuted  in 
many  ways  for  their  faith.  For  many  of  them  it  was  a  time  of  intense  strug- 
gle for  their  faith.  Many  were  in  hiding  and  still  others  probably  had  de- 
serted the  faith  unable  to  take  the  pressare  being  brought  to  bear  upon  them. 
But  in  the  midst  of  their  darkened  world  light  was  once  again  coming  forth  to 
them  and  it  came  in  the  form  of  a  letter  written  by  none  other  than  the  Apos- 
tle Peter.   Each  week  it  was  read  in  a  different  church  as  it  made  ikss  its 
way  slowly  around  the  five  proviness  to  whom  it  was  addressed. 
Peter  had  several  purposes  for  writing  feHtacsoimigxtkHBi  and  one  of  them  was  to 
comfort  these  distressed  and  perplexed  people.   Their  lives  had  sunk  to  the 
lowest  depths  and  for  them  there  just  wasn't  much  hope.   But  Peter  reaches 
out  to  them  with  his  words  of  strength.   He  tells  them  to  hang  on  and  not  to 
despair;  to  take  courage,  God  is  still  on  the  throne.   In  many  ways  rxxrs 
we  can  read  this  first  letter  as  though  it  was  specifically  written  for  this 
particular  time  in  which  we  live.   We  could  read  this,  "Peter  an  Apostle  of 
Jesus  Christ,  to  the  WayfarerSs  on  ttieir  Excursion  scattered  throughout 
Butler,  Butler  Gounty,  Pennsylvania,  the  United  States,  and  the  World.   He 
Is  writing  a  letter  of  comfort  and  cheer  that  you  and  I  can  take  to  heart 
this  very  day  in  which  we  are  living. 

But  perhaps  chief  among  his  purposes  for  writing  was  to  educate  these  people 
along  many  lines.   He  knew  xtesxx-xMXx  they  needed  education  and  this  is  a  part 
of  what  he  was  giving  them. 

(Illustration  of  man  visiting  school  and  mascot  was  hound  dog  named  "Principal 
another  visit  and  dog  is  named  "superintendent.") 

Education  is  more  than  just  checking  t;o  oe^  if  things  are  operating  smoothly, 

and  it  is  certainly  more  than  just  sitting  around.  Peter  wanted  these  people 

to  know  what  we  might  call  the  "Three  R's,"  and  he  spells  them  out  one  by 

one  in  our  scripture  this  morning. 


After  tie  ends  his  salutation  he  begins  by  saying  in  verse  3,  (read  this). 

5Vom  this  we  see  that  he  is  saying  that  God  should  be  praised  for  what  He  has 

done  for  us  through  Jesus  Christ/  The  word  blessed  at  this  point  is  different 

from  the  one  which  preceeds  each  of  the  beatitudes.  The  word,  "Blessed,"  is 

from  the  Greek  Makarios  and  means,  "Hoppy."  Here  Peter  uses  the  Greek  word, 
EULOGETOS,  which  means,  "Praise"  and  from  it  we  get  our  English  word  Eulogy, 

which  we  know  as  words  of  praise  spoken  for  someone  who  has  died.   Thus  Peter 

points  out  God  should  be  praised  for  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  This  rough  tough 

fisherman  who  often  seemed  completely  out  of  place  with  Jesus,  wanted  people  to 

know  who  Jesus  really  was,  and  to  give  Him  that  place  in  their  lives.  He  called 

Him  Lord,  Kurios,  which  means  "Master;"  Jesus,  which  means"God  is  Salvation"; 
and  Christ,  tthich  means,  "Anointed  One."  Thus,  He  is  the  Anointed  Master  who 

brings  or  provides  salvation.  This  comes  about  by,  "Hercy"  God's  love  instead 

of  His  wrath;  by  a  "Living  hope,"  not  a  dead  type  of  wishful  thinking,  but  a 
Hope,  a  trust  we  know  is  there  regardless  of  any  circumstances  in  this  world; 

d   by  the  Resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ  from  the  dead.  Tnis  is  the  Rebirth 
or  the  "R  genration"  of  each  believer.  This  is  the  first"R"  and  that  is  "Re- 
generation."  Someone  has  said,  "Reformation  is  like  putting  a  new  shirt  on  a 
man;  regeneration  is  like  putting  a  new  man  in  a  shirt."  It  is  a  new  life  that 
gnerates  a  new  person,  a  new  perspective.  This  is  what  Peter  was  conveying  to 
these  people  and  this  is  still  the  message  for  us.   We  need  to  take  hope  as  well 
as  they  probably  did  by  digesting  the  4th  verse  as  a  theme  for  us,  (read  this). 
This  means  that  God  is  keeping  an  inheritance  safe  for  each  one  who  names  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord  and  Saviour  for  all  eternity,  and  that  inheritance 
is  kept  from  decay;  kept  pure  and  clean;  kept  from  disappearing;  reserved  like  a 
box  seat  in  God's  eternity.   There  will  never  be  a  possibility  of  the  account 
being  closed  because  of  bairuptcy,  nor  can  it  ever  be  affected  by  inflation  or 
hard  times.  This  "HOPE"  is  kept  safe  for  us  by  none  other  than  Almigfe^  God. 

Peter  now  turns  to  the  second  "R"  of  his  educational  process  and  this  is,  "Re- 
finement."  He  speaks  of  this  in  the  6th  through  the  9th  verses,  (read  these). 
He  is  saying  that  there  may  come  trials  and  tribulations  in  life,  but  it  is 
only  for  a  "season."  He  reminds  his  readers  and  listeners  that  they  are  "Pil- 
grims" or  "Wayfacers"  upon  this  earth.   While  here  there  will  be  problems  and 
things  to  try  the  very  soul.  But  just  a  the  refining  of  gold  takes  heat  to 
get  all  of  the  impurities  out  of  it,  so  the  life  of  the  saints  must  be  refined 
as  well.  The  image  we  are  to  set  before  us  is  that  of  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ. 


We  have  not  seen  Him  in  this  life ,  but  we  should  set  His  face  before  us  jtk  as 
a  remembrance  that  we  shall  see  Him  in  eternity. 

he  last  point  Peter  makes  is  that  of  "Reassurance."  He  tells  of  the  prophets 
of  old  seeking  the  fulfillment  of  God's  promises.  But  they  didn't  live  to 
see  it  happen.  But  the  Holly  opirit  directed  them  so  that  they  trusted  God 
that  it  would  happen  sometime.  And  now  Peter  and  others  who  had  been  with 
Jesus,  and  had  seen  Him,  are  telling  these  people  about  Him  just  as  the  pro- 
phets had  told  people  who  had  never  seen  Him  either.   He  says  that  the  Holy 
tipirit  sent  from  heaven  fco  them  would  tell  them  of  this.  But  also  the  message 
of  Jesus  Christ's  coming  was  so  marvelous  that  even  the  angels  wanted  to 
"Look  into"  it.   The  words  2To  look"  has  the  meaning  of  kneeling  down  and  ex- 
aming  very  carefully,  oo  if  the  angels  desired  to  "kneel  down"  and  examine 
the  event  of  Jesus  Christ  coming  and  being  in  the  world,  that  had  to  be  a  most 
wonderful  event.   The  people  were  to  be  Reassured  that  God  had  provided  them 
with  salvation  through  the  fulfillment  of  God's  promises  of  long  ago. 
So  here  are  the  basics  which  Peter  was  teaching.  They  should  know  the  re- 
generation which  t  akes  place  after  the  rebirth;  they  should  kn«w  that  God  wil] 
refine  their  lives  while  on  earth;  and  they  were  to  have  the  reassurance  of 
everything  fulfilled  through  Christ.  This  was  to  be  their  comfort  while  they 
suffered-the  problems  and  strife  of  this  life,  because  it  is  only  a  short 
excursion  which  will  culminate  in  God's  eternal  home, 

This  is  to  be  the  comfort  of  all  believers  regardless  of  time  in  history. 
None  of  the  problems  of  this  present  life  can  take  this  away  from  anyone  who 
places  their  faith  and  trust  in  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord  and  Saviour. 


>  ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 

Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Fourth  Sunday  After  Epiphany      January  30,  1933 
The  Rev-  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 

Mr,  Harry  Cunningham,  Organist  and  Chair  Director 
Mr.  Roland  Thompson,  Saxophonist 
Julee  Vargo*  Brian  Hollefreund  -  Acolytes 


ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude     "Take  My  Life,  and  Let  It  Be"   Malan 
"Processional  Hymn  No.  349  "0   for  a  Thousand  Tongues  to  Sing 
^Ascription 
#Exhortation 

"Confession  (In  Unison)  "0  Lord  Jesus  Christ  who  didst 
give  Thy  life  for  us  that  we  might  receive  pardon  and 
peace,  mercifully  cleanse  us  from  all  sin,  and  evermore 
keep  us  in  Thy  favor  and  love,  who  liveat  and  reigneat 
with  the  Father,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  ever  one  God, 
world  without  end.   Amen," 
*Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon 
*Praise 

•Pastor;   Blessed  be  the  Lord  Godl 
•People:   And  blessed  be  His  Glorious  Name  forever 
♦Gloria  Patri 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

Joys,  Concerns,  Prayer  Requests 
Hymn  No.  457     "Take  Time  to  Be  Holy" 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer 

Choral  Prayer  Response  (#34) 
Offering 

Offertory  "I  Am  Trusting  Thee,  Lord  Jesus"   Lenel 
•Doxology  382 
Anthem:    "The  Paper  Reeds  by  the  Brook"  Thompson 
Scripture:        1  Peter  1:13-25 

Sermon:   "Wayfarer's  Excursion:   Acceptance  Means  Responsibility' 
•Closing  Hymn  No*  613   "Fight  the  Good  Fight" 


Benediction 

Postludt;     "Father,  Let  Me  Dedicate"     Buttehude 

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  *  Congregation  Standing  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 

The  Lovely  Flowers  oh  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
Mr.  &  Mrs,  Howard  Jaillet  in  loving  memory  of  their 
"Parents" 

Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:   *Alvin  Tait,  Mike 
Nazaruk,  Gottlob  Knadel  and  James  McClymonds. 

Deacon  and  Mrs-  Carl  Vinroe  will  greet  the  Congrega- 
tion at  the  door  today. 

Nursery  will  be  provided  today 

The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  157 
J>  Hospitalized :££J/y?  £*jwfo/tfF 

Roland  Thompson  and  Harry  Fry  will  be  visiting  the 
Hospital  this  week*  They  will  also  be  visiting  a 
shut-in  and  a  non-attending  person,  tureen 

Don't  forget  next  Sunday  is  the  Congregational/dinner 
at  5:30  P.M.  Yearbooks  will  be  given  out;  voting 
on  early  church  and  other  issues .   Fleas e  make  an 
effort  to  be  there.  Entertainment  after  the  dinner. 
Sponsored  by  the  Lay  Life  and  Work  Committee* 

Soup  and  Salad  Day  Tuesday,  February  8.   Tickets  are 
now  on  sale  for  $2.50.  We  need  bright  cherry  crafts 

and  plenty  of  baked  and  edible  items  for  the  bazaar 

table.   We  also  need  jars  and  shoe  boxes  for  carry 

outs^ 

Tuesday  -  6-Q  -  Aerobics  in  Rehoboth  Hall 

Wednesday  -  7:00  -  Council  meeting 

Thure,  -  6-8  -  Aerobics  in  Rehoboth  Hall 

Thurs,  Feb,  3  -  7:15  P.M.  -  Chancel  Choir  Practice 

Monday  -  Jan.  31st  -   7:00  -  BUDGET  AND  FINANCE  MEETING 

Tuesday  -  Feb.  1st  -  7:00  -  BENOVELENCE  MEETING 
j^Today  is  your  last  chance  to  nominate  Elders  and 

Deacons  for  next  year.   Please  use  the  slips  of  paper 
in  tho  Pews  and  drop  them  in  the  offering  plate  today. 

Organisational  dinner  and  meeting  coming  up  Feb.  28th. 
?ou  willSQe  sent  a  letter  by  the  middle  of  the  Feb. 
If  you  have  been  a  teacher  or  officer  and  do  not  get 
one  of  these  -  please  let  Bea  Tait  know  in  the  office. 
Peg  Nazaruk  will  be  the  new  Supt*  in  the  Church  School. 
N^w  is  the  time  to  make  your  best  selections  for 
Altar  Flowers.   They  are  still  $15,00. 


? 


"  WByJ-ax'KITrB    CiA^Ui"^J.tiu;     ftmi^eiiautt:    1100110    ucD^uan 

(Scripture:  1  Peter  1:13-25 

P  writ  word  encourag,espec  hope  2  peop  Gh's  5provinc 
Af   Minor;but  the  hope  not  wishful  think  but  assur 

Juivatin  thru  Xp  bring  this  about 
Ther4,tho  lif  dif,fil  turm,&  frust.may  bring  siknea, 
di   3s,dispar,persBcu,othr  ila.Wayi?  not  2B  diacourag 

liL;e  end  tunel  etern  rest  w/javior  Js  Xp 
But  w/thez  proms  is  time  sit  bak, rest , relax?  Do  nothi 
P's  anser  wud  hav  bin-NKVR;if  this  cas.wud  end  latr 
w/ilalutatin=he  sed=RiiAD  Vii  2 
But  w/Act  Redemp  G  provid  thru  Js  Xp  is  respons  mus 
cum  from  every  Wayfar .evry  pilg  as  travl  rd  of  life 

It  much  nor  than  jus  aceptane-Aceptane  Mean  iiespons 
P  Bgin  aay=Vs  13=familHr  expres  peop  knu;long  robe 
easy  work, hands  etc;harri  work, run  etc=pulup  &  iuck 
belt  at  waist 

P  say-gird  underst  of  mind  &  word  mind=think  thru 
things  of  faith-tfayfar  want  do  wil  of  G.wil  sharpn  oi 
things  of  G 

B  sober=ap  sober, mean  busaes  all  safe  seriusnes 
Kevelatin=unveil  wat  previua  known, but  only  in  part 
Wayfar  2go  2work,rol  up  sleev,gird  loin  sp  seriusnei 
ij>  assur  Js  Xp  reveal  B4,wilB  unveil  futur  time 
2go  2work  ia  add  2  by  Va  14, &,  1st  cal  2  tfayfar  who 
kno  Js  Xp  as  L  is  2B  obedient 
this  word=Obed=from  cdword  &  means=Under  ft  2  Hear 
Xpian  1who  hear  meaag  J«,but  from  positin  under 
5erv  no  superior  2mastr  as  J3  taut, but  serv  confM 
self  2deeir  of  mastr;mean  put  4mer  thing  away  ft 
this  obed  F  talk  about 
Vf-  15,16-Goal  G  set  is  perf;no  stain  this  lif, but 
i  id  striv  21iv  as  clos  as  posibly  can 
G  perf, ft  destr  4childrn  they  perf  as  well 
Vs  1?=iayf  2hav  PSAH  of  G=this  mean  G  jusg  work  im- 
partily  ea  man  &  eman  this  vs  mor  rich  than  English 
vs  Realy  say  G  no  ,1us  Ik  outward  appear  of  things, 
insted  He  Ik  on  hart=Ex=Js  &  Pharisees 
p  may  recal  conversatins  of  Js  &  use  analogy 
also  pt  out  Wayf  2mak  mos  time  wSiil  here  by  cum  2 
G  propr  way;3crip  say-Gum  boldly  2thron  of  Grace 
this  vs  Bay=Fear;no  negate  bold, but  with  Reverenc 
we  shud  aproah  this  Holy  G;He  kao  hart  &.   if  rt, 
He  striv  luv  us  as  we  striv  21uv  Him 
P  now  go  detail  remind  iVayf  wat  takn  plae»Vss  18-21 
He  tel  peop  who  may  hav  ^gotten  their  salv  no  bot 
r  serial  thing  this  worl 
wasted,  bot  sumthin  precius=31ud  Js  Xp  much  lik 
Pasaovr  Lamb, which  perf  &  without  blemish 


tword  hav  mean  all  thiS=Xs**KJm*X  HEDEEHEB 
Gum  from  Gr  word-LUTROO  ft  mean="buy  bak,21oose,2 

TTSVUXll   in  person  of  Js  Xp,2buy  bak  His  slsv 
from  sin  &  deth  [>_».»_ 

>-ic  of  that  Hansom  very  lifblud  of  Js  Xp,&  Peter 
,*tely  says  it  is  Yd&GIQVJ 
Vs  22-1'  now  say  2shar  luv  w/othrs 
He  tol  of  B  ebed.of  B  Reverent  &  now  Inoe  agin  shar 
words  cumf  &  hope  in  Vs  23-iiaAD 

Here  repeat  wat  sed  3*, but  now  tel  dif  way 
VI  of  God  which  talk  bout  is  not  Bibl=he  spk  Js  Xp  as 
THE  WORD  OF  GOD  ,   .. 

.jacfcific  Js,who  without  sin, without  blemish  maka  it 
posib  4-  persn  2hav  nu  birth 
-tat  birth  phyaicl  bring  us  2worl  mus  liv  4  a  time 
But  phys  lif  detcriorat  &   1day  wilB  snuf  by  deth 
But  Hu  Birth-Jp  birth  raak  posib  BUT  etern  w7God  ft 

Wduz  not  mean  phjs  deth  wil  not  win  out  ovr  spiritul 
Bcuz  it  dua  ?<   will  ,_._«.  vi.k  4-=v 

But  cannot  mxmrtxmi  destroy  op  birth  which  tak 
plac  in  livs  thoa  who  accpt  Redemptin  thru  Js  Xp 
He  defeat  it,&.  thoa  who  His  defeat  it  <t 
flllus  beggar  ft  check.no  cash=it  othr  sib  mak  it  gudj 
AccptSnc  Ji  XP  mak  our  standing  gud  B4  God; it  certify 
that  4us  .  +. 

the  gift  of  Himself  ia  Free  4tbe  taking, but  that 
acceptanc  means  rfesponsiblity 
it  mean  liv  4  Him  this  brief  lif  ,thia  ^xcurain  ea  o 
of  us  Wayf  are  about 
■iy  feel  as  thoa  enly  Xpiana  lif  not  wat  shud  B, 
.at  ther  alway  that  luv  of  G.shud  uplif .support 
wen  lif  threten  <istop  us. 
It  is  kno  th.,t  wen  accpt, our  responsbilty  IB  d  rest 
in  Him,&  nothing ,no1  can  overcum  us, 
We  can  say  lik  hymnwritr-I  Am  His  ft  He  Is  Kine , 
Forever  &  Forever. 


"W  yfarer's  Excursion:  Acceptance  Means  Responsibility" 

Scripture:  1  Peter  1:1^-25 

feter  has  written  words  of  encouragment  and  especially  Hope  to  the  people  in 
the  churches  in  the  five  provinces  of  Asia  Minor.  The  HOPE  is  not  just  wishful 
thinking,  but  instead  an  assurance  that  salvation  through  Christ  brings  this 
about.  Therefore,  though  life  may  be  difficult;  filled  with  turmoil;  filled 
with  frustration;  and  may  even  bring  sickness,  disease,  despair,  persectuion, 
and  other  ills,  the  Wayfarer  is  not  to  be  discouraged.  The  light  at  the  end 
of  the  tunnel  is  eternal  rest  with  hh  the  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  But  with  these 
words  of  assurance  is  it  the  time  to  sit  back  and  rest  on  these  promises  and 
do  nothing?  Peter's  answer  would  have  been,  "Never!"   If  this  were  the  case 
he  would  have  ended  his  letter  with  the  salutation.   He  said  there,  (read  verse 
2), 

But  with  this  act  of  Redemption  which  God  had  provided  through  Jesus  Christ 
is  km  a  response  that  must  come  from  every  Wayfarer,  every  pilgrim  as  they 

travel  this  road  called  life.  It  is  much,  mnah  more  that  just  the  acceptance 
of  that  which  God  has  to  offer.  It  is  the  Aceeptance  and  with  the  Acceptance 
there  must  be  Responsibility.  This  is  the  total  idea  of  what  Peter  is  teaching 

1  this  portion  of  Scripture.  ^e 

Peter  begins  by  saying,  "Wherefore  gird  up  jtsvx   loins  of  your  mind."  He  is 
using  an  expression  which  was  familiar  to  these  people.   They  wore  long  flowing 
robes  which  proved  no  problem  if  they  were  working  at  something  which  required 
only  using  their  hands.   But  if  they  were  to -be  involved  in  something  very 
physical  and  which  necessitated  moving  about  quite  a  bit  or  rapidly,  they 
would  grasp  the  bottom  of  the  robe,  draw  it  between  their  legs  and  tuck  it  into 
a  large  belt  they  wore  around  their  waist.   That  way  they  could  run  or  move 
freely.  Peter  is  saying  to  "Gird  up  the  loins  of  their  minds."  He  is  saying 
to  hike  up  the  understanding  which  is  word  used  for  mind.   The  word  means  to 
literally  "think  through"  the  things  of  the  faith.  A  Wayfarer  wanting  to  do 
the  will  of  God,  will  sharpen  his  mind  on  the  things  of  Go<ff.  He  continues  by 
adding,  "Be  sober,  and  hope  to  the  end  for  the  grace  that  is  to  be  brought  unto 
you  toy  at  the  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ:"  This  means  to  be  spiritually  sober, 
to  mean  business  in  all  seriousness.  The  word  "revelation"  means  here  the  un- 
veiling which  was  previously  known,  but  only  in  part.  So  then  the  Wayfarer  is 
to  go  to  work,  roll  up  his  sleeves,  gird  up  his  loins  in  spiritual  seriousness, 
in  the  assurance  that  Jesus  Christ  who  was  revealed  before,  will  be  unveiled 
once  again  at  another  time. 
This  admonition  to  get  to  work  is  added  to  by  Peter's  words  in  verse  14,  "As 

obedient  children,  not  fashioning  yourselves  according  to  the  former  lusts  in 


your  ignorance."  The  first  call  to  the  Wayfarer  who  knows  Jesus  Christ  as 
Lord,  is  to  be  "Obedient."  The  word  used  for  obedience  is  one  which  comes 
_.rotn  two  words  and  means,  "Under,"  and"to  hear."  A  Christian  is  one  who  "hears 
the  message  of  Jesus  Christ,  but  from  a  position  which  is "under"  Him.  The 

servant  is  not  superior  to  the  Master  aa  Jesus  taught.   But  the  servant  con- 
forms himself  to  the  desires  of  his  master  which  means  he  puts  away  the  things 
of  his  former  life.  This  is  what  Peter  is  saying  obedience  amounts  to. 
But  the  obedience  entails  more  than  this.  Peter  adds,  (read  verses  15  &  16). 
The  goal  God  has  set  is  perfection.  We  cannot  attain  that  in  this  life,  but 
nevertheless  we  should  be  striving  to  live  as  close  to  it  as  we  possibly  can. 
God  is  perfect  and  His  desire  for  His  children  is  that  they  are  perfect  as 
well. 

The  next  point  Peter  makes  to  the  Wayfarer  is  that  he  should  have  a  "Pear"  of 
God,   He  points  this  out  in  the  17th  verse,  (read  this).   The  meaning  is  that 
God  judges  each  man's  work  impartially.   The  meaning  of  this  verse  is  rich  in 
that  it  means  much  more  than  the  English  version  of  it  conveys.   The  verse  is 
really  saying  that  God  does  not  just  look  at  the  outward  appearnce  of  things, 
instead,  He  is  looking  on  the  heart.  If  you  recall  Jesus  had  a  couple  problems 
with  the  Pharisees  and  He  told  them  they  were  always  locking  at  the  externals, 
"-the  things  which  could  be  seen  when  in  their  hearts  they  were  evil  and  corrupt. 
Perhaps  Peter  remembering  the  conversations  of  Jesus  is  using  this  as  an  ana- 
logy.  But  he  also  points  out  that  since  the  Wayfarer  is  here  for  a  brief  time, 
he  is  to  make  the  moat  of  that  time  by  coming  to  God  in  the  proper  way.   We 
are  told  in  scripture  to  come  boldly  to  the  throne  of  Grace  and  here  we  are 
told  to  come  in  "Fear."   This  does  not  negate  the  boldness,  that  is  still  op- 
erative, but  with  that  boldness  is  to  be  the  Reverence  we  should  have  as  we 
approach  this  Holy  God.  He  knows  our  hearts  and  if  our  hearts  are  right,  He 
is  loving  us  as  we  strive  to  love  Him, 

Now  Peter  goes  into  a  little  bit  of  detail  to  remind  these  Wayfarers  what  has 
taken  place.   (Read  verses  18  throughitx  d'\).     He  is  telling  these  people  who 
may  have  forgotten  that  their  salvation  was  not  bought  with  the  material 
things  of  this  world.  Instead,  it  was  boufeht  with  something  -faery  precious. 
That  precious  substance  was  the  blood  of  Jesus  Chriat,much  like  the  lamb  of 
the  Passover  feast  which  was  perfect  and  without  blemish.  The  one  wordx  which 
has  meaning  in  all  of  this  is  the  word,  "Redeemed."   It  comes  from  the  Greek 
word  "LUTROO."  Lutroo  means  to  loose,  to  buy  back,  to  ransom  if  you  will. 
The  "Ransom"  is  paid  by  God  in  the  peraon  of  Jesus  Christ,  to  buy  back  His 
slaves  from  sin  and  death.  The  price  of  that  ransom  is  the  very  lifeblood  of 
Jesus  Christ,  and  Peter  rightly  so  says  it  it*  "Precious." 


-5- 
Peter  urges  his  listeners  to  share  their  love  with  others  as  the  21st  verse 
joints  out,  (read  this). 

^e  has  told  them  of  being  obedient,  and  of  being  reverent,  and  now  once  again 
he  shares  with  them  the  words  of  comfort  and  hope  as  we  read  in  the  2i>T&   verse, 
(read  this).  He  is  repeating  what  he  had  said  earlier  in  this  letter,  but  now 
he  tells  it  in  a  different  way.   The  "Word  of  God,"  which  he  is  talking  about 
is  not  the  3ible.  He  is  speaking  of  Jesus  aa  "The  Word,"  of  God.   The  sacrific 
of  Jesus,  who  was  without  sin,  without  blemish  makes  it  possible  for  a  person 
to  have  a  new  birth.   The  first  birth,  the  physical  birth  brings  us  into  a 
world  in  which  we  must  live  for  a  time.  The  physical  life  deteriorates  and 
that  life  will  be  one  day  snuffed  out  by  death.  But  the  New  Birth,  the  opirit 
ual  birth  makes  it  possible  to  live  eternally  and  never  die.   That  doesn't 
mean  that  physieal  death  will  not  win  out  over  the  physical  because  it  does 
and  will.  But  it  cannot  destroy  the  spiritual  birth  which  takes  plsce  in  the 
life  of  those  who  accept  redemption  through  Jesus  Christ. 

Peter  tells  of  this  as  he  ends  this  chapter  with  the  words,  (read  verses  ^4-  anc 
25).   Life  is  fleeting-,  it  only  lasts  for  a  short  time  and  then  it  is  over. 
But  the  Word  of  God,  Jesus  Christ  remains  forever. 

(Illustration  of  beggar  meeting  school  friend  lawyer,  check  given  to  him  and 
oelieving  it  would  not  be  cashed.   "My  signature  makes  the  check  good") 
The  acceptance  of  Jesus  Christ  certifies  our  standing  before  God.  The  gift  of 
Himself  is  ours  free.  But  that  Acceptance  Means  Responsibility.   It  means 
living  for  Him  for  this  brief  Excursion  each  of  us  Wayfarer^  are  about. 
We  may  feel  as  those  early  Christians  that  life  isn't  all  that  it  should  be. 
But  there  is  always  that  love  from  God  which  should  uplift  us  and  support  us 
when  life  threatens  to  stop  us. 

William  Bradbury  the  hymnwriter  wrote,  "His  oath,  His  covenant,  His  blood, 
support  me  in  the  hwleming  flood;  when  all  around  my  soul  gives  way,  He  then 
is  all  my  hope  and  stay."  It  is  upon  Him  that  we  must  rest  secure  and  nothing 
and  no  one  can  overcome  us  for  we  awncifxxxMitxitMxi*  can  say,  "I  am  His  and  He 
is  mine,  forever  and  forever." 
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ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  li:O0  A.M. 
Prelude     "Behold,  the  Sure  Foundation-stone"  Miles 
•Processional  Hymn  No.  360  "You  Servants  of  God  Your 

Master  Proclaim" 
"■Ascription 
►Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "Almighty  God,  by  your  power  is 
Christ  raised  from  death  to  rule  this  world  with  love. 
We  confess  that  we  have  not  believed  in  Him,  but  fall 
into  doubt  and  fear.   Gladness  has  no  home  in  our 
hearts,  and  gratitude  is  slight.  Forgive  our  dread  of 
dying,  our  hopelessness,  and  set  us  free  for  joy  in  the 
victory  of  Jeeus  Christ  who  was  dead  but  lives,  and  will 
put  down  every  power  that  hurts  or  destroys,  when  your 
promised  kingdom  comes.   Amen.11 
•Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon 
*Praise 

•Pastor:   Blessed  be  the  Lord  God! 
•People;  And  blessed  be  His  Glorious  Name  forever 
•Gloria  Patri 
Who ' s  Who  in  the  Pew 
Anno  uncements 

Joys,  Concerns,  Prayer  Requests 
Hymn  Mo,  625      "Lord,  Speak  to  Be" 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you 
People:   And  with  thy  3pirlt 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer 

Choral  Prayer  Response   #34) 
Offering 

Offertory   "Built  on  the  Rock  the  Church  Doth  Stand"  - 

Hoelty-Nickel 
•Doxology   333 


) 


Ah then   from  I  Peter  2:4-6  {#5$?   &  555) 
Scripture:        1  Peter  2:1-10 

Sermon:    "Wayfarer" s  Excursion;   Alteration  and 

Adjustments" 
•Closing  Hymn  No*  462  "Living  for  Jesus" 
Beneduction 
Postlude     "Cone,  Jesus*  from  the  Sapphire  Throne" 

Kindermann 
++++++++  •Congregation  Standing  ++++++++ 
In  lieu  of  Flowers  fcr  Mrs,  Alice  Bell  who  passed 

away  in  Erie  a  few  weeks  ago,  the  flowers  today  en 

the  Altar  have  been  placed  in  her  memory. 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are  *Charles  Penar,  Dan  Bosko, 

Dave  McMillan 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Robin  Knauer  and 

Holly  Covert. 

Ash  Wed.  and  Holy  Communion  coming  up  soon. 
Our  thanks  to  the  LeRoy  Andrews  Family  for  donating 

today  at  the  Brugh  Ave.  door  or  at  the  door  on  Tuesday, 
Brinf?  your  bazaar  items  to  the  church  either  Monday 
afternoon  or  Tuesday  morning.  Help  is  needed  in  the 
kitchen  en  Monday  morning.  We  need  jars  and  shoe 
boxes  for  soup  carrycuts. 
^TQDAY  WE  NEED  PEOPLE  TO  HELP  SET  US  TABLES  IN 
^REHOBOTH  HALL  RIGHT  AFTER  THE  SERVICE  TODAY,  for 
NffHE  CONGREGATIONAL  DINNER  TONIGHT  AT  5;30  P.M. 

Beverage  and  dessert  will  be  provided.   luring  enough 
tureens  to  compensate  for  your  family. 
Yearbooks  will  be  given  out  and  a  program  of 
entertainment  will  be  provided.   Early  Church  will 
be  voted  on  at*  well  as  a  P. A.  System  for  the  Sanctu- 
ary.  If  you  wants  either  of  these  be  sure  to  be  here 
to  vote  on  them. 
Wed.  -  7:15  -  Choir  Rehearsal- 
Wed.  -  6-8  -  Aerobics;  Thurs,  -  6-B  -  Aerobics 
Thurs.  B-10  -  Rehoboth  Hall  will  be  in  use 

Feb.  17  -  Thursday  -  6:30  -  Butler  Area  Laymen's 
Dinner  at  St.  John's  U.C.C.  at  Evans  City.  Charles 
Penar  and  J,  Walter  Harmon  have  tickets,  (Men  only 

this  time) 

The  Planning  Committee  for  the  World  Day  of  Prayer  will 

be  held  at  the  Salvation  Army  on  Tues.  Feb.  B,  at  1:00 


woj  x  aroi     a     DA^uiaiun  :     AjLLBra  uxun    rtiiu    ziujua  union  eg" 

;icrip:  1  rater  2:1:10;  Xf-xt:  1  leter  2:9b 

(Illus  alumnus  20yr  reunion ;mathquestind  same  etc) 
We  "It  acelerat, rapid  chang  age, things  which  basic 
tru  May, alter, no  mean  same  2morow=Ex  lang=Tuf,Gay 

But  if  think  our  time  bad, mus  Ik  time  Pet, 1st  C  Xpai 
Mor  them  lea  abl  deal  thoz  chang  than  us; thing  may 
cha.^  4ua,but  we  hav  bks,betr  means  grasp  chang 

Their  suden  chang  thru  in2  state  confusin 
Bttt  1  w/G's  inspiratin  abl  shar  thots,idess,«-.  own  ex 
had  in  compny  Js  Xp  2  assist  them  everday  life 

2nd  chap  ope  door  nothr  aspec  wat  yng  Xpian  ivs  shud 
He  spkoAlteratins  &  Adjuaments  shudB  mak  sp  livs 

He  shar  w/them  it  he=3im  P  writ  2them;3har  idea  ther 

cum  2  Xp  ther  musB  Responsbiltys  had  2  assum  &  now 

it  rausB  Alteratina  &  Adjustments 
Vs  1=here  find  5   atituds  &  2  actins 
Atts=halic,op  of  gud;gile=deceit, untruthfulness  word 

mean="b  judg  undr,3neath  lik  actr  Bhin  mask;if  want 

kno  actr, mus  tak  off  mafck;sum1  use  gile=no  B  truthfl 
Envies=op  of  contentmen  &  brot  bout  Bliev  nothr  has 
sumthin  shudnt  hav  &  U  think  U  shud  bav  it=jealosy 
Actins=Hypocrisies=Gr  BUPOGHISIS»1play  rol,not  real 

Evil  spk=upshot  envy, bring  lies ,slandr,gosip  blakn 
F  say  musB  dun  away  with 
vs  2-postiv  step  can  tak  2ovrcum  &  analgy  Nu  Birth 

spot  vs  2J=chap  1  &  add  2it.  birth=baby  &  mus  hav  Mi 
desir  mothr  milk, I  arent ; so  Xpian  mus  hav  pur  milk, pur 
fd  &  parent=G  &  fd  is  Milk-Word  of  G-3crips  availbl 
vs  3=comp  tween  1fe2-If  tast  G  Word  &  kno  G.taio  mus 

refrain  cert  atituds  ,actins  ?.-.  othr  worldly  things 
Now  bring  bak  fundmentls  faith  1  spk  foundatin  faith 

u   <i  which  present  «±i  livs  musB  bilt«Adjuatment 
vs  t-=Gompar  Js  Xp  as  Liv  _>ton  which  no  permit  by  man, 

but  chosn  by  G;man  no  chooz  thing  G  wantjbut  G  choos 

wat  kno  bes  4  man 
Js  chosn, preciua  G's  site, but  not  man  site,fi  sine 
only  selec  peopl  accpt  Liv  oton,thoa  selec  in  essen 
liv  stones  as  well 
Prom  them  bilt  sp  hous,ii  ea  1  is  priest  own  rite 
They  R  abl  offr  sp  sacrifics  accptbl  2  G,bcuz  Blong 
2  Js  Xp  &  this  wat  I  say  in  vs  5 

But  P  want  remin  wher  cum  from  &  tak  bak  2  Isa  28:16 

&   quot  as  read  vs  6. 
Confound=has  arahaic  mean=,i  shame, embarrass  &  same 
Paul  say  Horn  1 :16=HEAD 

If  nan  rejec  ston  as  B  no  fit  4  height, weight ,stres 
R  i>  nhe  Bliev  he  rite  in  doing  so 
buc  <j   do  unusul  ft  tak  same  ston  &  mak  cornr  ston 

as  basis  4  foundatin 


sine  G  do  this,any1  accpt  need  noB  asham=Bcuz  dun 
by  G. 

Mpi  may  stan  bak, sneer , scoff ,pok  fun  &  mak  Blievr 

a  am  of  choic  made, but  i  pt  out  this  of  G  &  ther 

no  sham  attach  2  it. 
Vs  ^a-Ther  no  doubt  bout  it.it  tru-He  Is  Precious 
vs   b=2  thoz  no  accpt, no  flliev=He  ston  bilder  dislow 
vs  7e=that  oton  is  bed  of  cornr 

Vs   8=p   say  Js   Bcumciton  of   stumbl  &   rok  of  OFFENCE 
.ITCE»oKANDALON=Eng   word   oCandal   b  Js   not  only 

caus  unBlievr  2stumbl,But  He  jcandal  2  that  person 
&  this  stumbl  P  say  tak  plac  at  vs  Bb=W0SD;this  is 

writ  U  of  G,&  Js  as  fulfil  HxaixS  of  writ  W  Of  God 
va  8c=this  caus  probs  Xpain  Gh 

Pre-destinatin=not  tru  here 
Appoint  mean  2set,or  2  plac 

Thex  peep  no  appt,not  plac, not  set  4  un31ief 
rathr, their  stumbl  Bcuz  they  plac  self, or  set  self 
2  disBliev 

Vss  9  8  10=1-  clos  this  sectin 
Chosn-Elect  peopl, specil  2  G  Bcuz  elect  2  folo  Him 

generatin-no  mean  specif  a£e,era  insted=;iebirth, 
Nubirth  which  tak  plac  wen  persn  accpt  Xp  as  L  & 
...avior 
P  comp  this  specil  poaitin  4  Blievr  as  hap  lik  cum 
out  deep  darknes  in2  gloriua  lite 

Tbez  peop  consid  no  B  much, jus  comon  ord  people 

they  without  mercy, Bcuz  lost  separat  from  G, 

But  now  kno  Hit,  neccy  Bcuz  they  B  accpt  as  His 

childrn  thru  His  mercy, Bcuz  of  Js  Xp 

(nius  Laura  &  alt  &   adj  ofl  flamag  lif) 
N   Lif  in  Xp  ia  Alteratin  from  old 

things  of  past  R   2B  lef  Bhin  &   we  B  2prea  on  ^ward 
the  mark  of  the  hi  cal  of  Js  Xp 

We  S  2mak  Adjustments  in  livs  that  help  us  ^liv 

a  mor  complet  &  fml  lif  in  mid  dark,ugly  thing  of 

lif  which  stil  aroun  ua 
4-  G  hath  called  you  out  of  darkness  in*  His  marvelou 
Eight. 
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TELEPHONE 
CHURCH     Ml-*! 


February  4,  1983 
Dear  Colleague , 


"Wayfarer's  Excursion:  Alteration  And  Adjustments" 
1  Peter  2s1-10 

...  Illustration  of  alumnus,  ^Oth  reunion  and  math  questions  the  same; every  year 
the  answers  are  changed)  ^85-Vol  1,  dunday  dermons  Treasury  of  Illustrations 

We  live  in  an  accelerated  and  rapidly  changing  age.  Things  which  are  basic 
and  true  today,  tomorrow  are  altered  and  do  not  mean  the  same.  Our  everyday 
language  is  an  ideal  example  of  this.  Years  ago  the  word  "tough"  meant  diffi- 
cult, or  hard;  today  it  means  someone  who  is  highly  acceptable  with  the  "in" 
crowd.  The  word  "Gay"  formerly  meant  happy  and  light  in  spirit.  Today  it  mas: 
signifies  someone  who  is  a  homosexual,  and  certainly  far  from  being  happy. 
These  are  HHi  but  two  examples  of  our  cureent  trends.   But  if  we  think  our 
times  evolve  too  rapidly  we  need  to  consider  that  the  times  of  the  people  in 
the  first  century  church  were  evolving  rather  quickly  as  well.   Most  of  those 
people  were  lessa  able  to  deal  with  those  changes  than  we  are  today.   Things 
for  us  may  change  rabidly  but  we  are  more  enlightened  and  have  better  means  of 
getting  a  grasp  on  what  is  taking  place.   Those  people  back  in  the  Apostle 
Peter's  time  didn't  have  books  to  fall  back  on,  or  a  means  of  researching  a 
certain  problem.  Thus  the  sudden  turn  of  events  threw  them  into  a  state  of 
confusion. 

■But  Peter  with  God's  inspiration  was  able  to  share  with  them  his  own  thoughts 
and  ideas,  his  own  experiences  which  he  had  in  the  company  of  Jesus  Christ  to 
assist  them  in  their  daily  struggles  in  the  world. 

In  this  second  chapter  he  opens  the  door  to  another  aspect  of  what  their  young 
Christian  lives  should  be.  He  speaks  to  them  here  of  the  "Alterations  And 
Adjustments"  which  they  should  make  and  be  making  in  their  spiritual  lives. 
He  had  shared  with  them  the  assurance  that  it  was  indded  he,  dimon  Peter  who 
was  writing  to  them.  And  then  he  had  shared  the  idea  that  with  their  coming 
to  Christ  there  had  to  be  xHBSHHsifexx  certain  responsibilities  their  lives 
had  to  assume.  Now  he  furthers  this  with  the  words  that  -"-Iterations  and 
Adjustments  must  be  made  as  well. 

He  begins  these  thoughts  with  the  words,  (read  verse  'i).   We  find  here  three 
attitudes  recorded  and  two  actions.  The  attitudes  are:  malice  which  is  the 
opposite  of  good;  guile  which  is  deceit,  or  untruthfulness.  The  word  trans- 
lated actually  means  to  be  judged  under,  or  beneath,  like  an  actor  behind  a 
mask.   If  you  wanted  to  know  who  the  actor  was,  you  had  to  remove  the  mask. 
domeone  using  guile,  or  deceit,  was  not  being  completely  truthful.  Envies  is 
the  third  attitude.   Envy  is  the  opposite  of  contentment  and  is  brought  about 
when  a  person  believes  another  person  has  something  which  he  doesn't  deserve, 
or  should  not  possess.   Instead,  it  should  belong  to  the  person  who  is  envious 
of  that  object  or  person  or  thing.  The  two  actiono  are  "hypocrisies,"  and 


once  again  we  must  point  out  that  this  word  comes  to  us  from  playing  a  role. 
Originally  an  actor  was  called  in  the  Greek  HUPOCHISIo,  one  playing  eut  a  role, 
.herefore,  one  playing  out  a  role  which  was  not  true  came  to  be  known  as  a 
"hypocrite."   It  is  one  who  acts  one  way,  and  is  actually  performing  something 
which  they  actually  are  not.   3e»XK»xSsxMsytK|5x3fKxXxXH»lS»xK»»HtHrxxKSRsax«8x 

iiK£KKX*S»x3HgixSiSI?fXli«8XMHS*X)S»X^H«xa;aSS»¥XX?H»yxtSH«XX)5gxa8K8XatM5fyxsS£^K¥ 

"Evil  speaking"  is  naturally  the  upshot  of  envy  and  brings  into  being  lies, 
slander,  gossip,  and  the  harmful  speaking  of  evil  of  someone  to  blacken  their 
name.  Peter  is  saying  that  these  harmful  things  must  be  put  aside.  They  must 
be  done  away  with. 

But  with  these  harmful  attitudes  and  actiona,  there  are  positive  steps  which 
should  be  taken.  Peter  uses  the  analogy  again  of  a  birth  having  taken  place. 
He  had  spoken  of  the  new  birth,  or  rebirth  in  verse  2$   of  chapter  1,  and  so 
here  he  adds  to  it.  A  birth  brings  forth  a  baby  and  for  that  baby  to  grow  it 
must  have  milk.   Just  as  newborn  babies  desire  mother's  milk,  so  the  new  born 
Christian  must  desire  the  mxite  pure  milk,  the  pure  food,  which  can  only  come 
from  the  parent's  provision.   The  parent  here  is  God,  and  the  food,  or  milk, 
comes  from  His  Word.  The  use  of  the  word,  "Word"  here  is  in  rederence  to  God's 
Scriptures,  those  portions  which  were  available  to  these  people. 
-And  then  Peter  closes  this  thought  with  a  comparison  between  verse  1  and  verse 
2  with  the  words  of  verse  3,  "If  so  be  ye  have  tasted  that  the  Lord  is  grac- 
ious." He  is  saying  that  if  you  consider  that  as  a  Christian  you  must  refrain 
from  three  attitudes,  those  of,  malice,  guile,  and  envies,  and  refrain  from 
two  attions,  those  of  hypocrisy,  and  evil  speakings,  and  you  are  to  desire  the 
milk  of  God's  Word}  you  will  understand,  this  and  know  it  when  you  have  tasted 
the  difference  between  the  Word  of  God  and  doing  these  other  worldly  things. 
Peter  now  brings  his  readers  and  hearers  back  to  the  fundamentals  of  the  faith, 
He  speaks  to  them  of  the  very  foundation  upon  which  their  present  lives  must 
be  built.   It  is  an  "Adjustment"  they  must  make  and.  continue  to  live  with. 
Fi3?st  he  tells  them,  (read  verse  4-).  He  compares  Jesus  Christ  as  a  Living  6tc 
atone,  which  was  not  permitted  by  men,  but  was  chosen  by  God.  Han  does  not 
choose  the  things  God  wants.   But  God  chooses  that  which  He  knows  is  for  the 
best  for  mankind.   Jesus  was  chosen  and  precious  in  God's  sight,  but  not  in 
man's  sight.  And  since  only  select  people  people  accept  this  "living  stone," 
those  select  people  are  in  essence  "living  stones"  as  well.   Prom  them  is 
built  a  "spiritual  house,"  and  each  one  of  them  ia  a  priest  in  his  own  right, 
And  they  are  able  to  offer  spiritual  sacrifices  which  are  acceptable  to  God 
because  they  belong  to  Jesus  Christ.  This  is  what  Peter  was  stating  in  verse 
5. 


But  Peter  wants  to  remind  them  where  all  of  this  has  come  from  and.  so  he  takes 
them  back  to  God's  Word  and  quotes  from  Isaiah  28:16,  as  we  read  in  verse  6, 
,a.-ead  this  verse).  The  word,  "Confounded,"  xkEMiA  has  an  archaic  meaning  which 
is  "to  shame,  to  make  ashamed,  to  erabarnass."   It  is  the  same  as  what  Paul  is 
saying  in  "omans  1:16;  "For  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ."   You  see 
if  man  rejects  a  stone  as  being  fit  for  the  cornerstone  of  a  building,  he  does 
so  under  the  correct  belief  that  the  stone  is  unfit  to  support  the  height  and 
weight  and  stresss  the  building  must  take.  But  as  usual  God  does  the  absolute- 
ly unusual  and  takes  the  stone  rejected  by  man  and  makes  that  stone  the  basis 
for  His  foundation.   And  since  it  was  done  by  God,  anyone  who  accepts  this  need 
not  be  ashamed,  because  it  is  of  God.  Man  may  stand  back  ana  sneer,  and  poke 
fun  and  strive  to  make  the  believer  feel  ashamed  of  the  choice  he  has  made. 
But  Peter  points  out  that  this  is  of  God  and  there  is  no  shame  attached  to  it. 
Then  Peter  points  out  again  fetesfcxiB  in  verse  ?a,  "Unto  you  therefore  which  be- 
lieve HE  Id  precious."  There  is  no  doubt  about  it;  it  is  true;  HE  18  precious. 
"But  unto  them  which  be  disobedeient,"  those  who  will  not  believe;  will  not  come 
to  accept  Him;  to  those  He  is,  "The  stone  which  the  builders  disallowed,"  and 
that  VEH?  STONE,  "The  same  is  made  the  head  of  the  corner." 

And  Peter  adds  to  this  in  the  8th  verse  that  Jesus  becomes  a,  "Stone  of  stum- 
bling and  a  rock  of  offence."   The  Greek  word  for  "Offence"  is  3KANDAL0N  and 
it  is  from  that  word  we  derive  our  English  word,  "Scandal."  Jesus  not  only 
causes  the  unbeliever  to  stumble,  but  to  be  a  scandal  to  that  person.   This 
stubling  takes  place  as  Peter  says  acx  "At  the  word  being  disobedient."   He  is 
saying  that  the  "Word"  which  is  God's  written  Word,  but  aloo  THE  WORD,  which 
is  Jesus  Christ  causes  men  to  be  disobedient,  to  not  accept  Jesus  as  the  ful- 
fillment of  God's  Written  Word. 

Now  Peter  comes  up  with  a  phrase  that  causes  some  problems  in  the  Christian 
Church.  He  says,  "Whereunto  also  they  were  appointed."  This  appears  as 
though  there  are  or  were  some  people  who  are  appointed  by  God  to  reject  God's 
plan  and  provision  of  salvation  through  Jesus  Christ.  Once  again  t,hi.  x_ 
where  we  come  to  the  term  "Predestination."   The  word,  "Appointed,"  means,  "To 
set  "  or,  "To  place."  SfesirxiiisfesiiMxxxsxHHfcxfeKiEaKKHxiteKy  These  people  were 
not  appointed,  not  placed,  or  set  for  disbelief.  But  rather,  their  stxxfcsxxsf 
stumbling  is  because  they  have  ^placed  themselves,"  or  "Set  themselves"  to 
disbelieve. 

Now  Peter  closes  this  portion  of  Scripture  with  the  words  of  verses  9  and  10, 
(read  these  verses).  The  word  "Chosen,"  means  an  "elect  people."  They  are 
special  to  God  because  they  have  "Elected"  to  follow  Him.  The  word,  "genera- 
tion," does  not  mean  just  a  specific  age  or  era.  Instead  it  means,  "A  birth." 


And  once  again  this  goes  back  to  the  "New  Birth,"  or  the  rebirth  which  takes 
place  when  a  person  comes  to  and  accepts  Christ  as  Lord  and  Javiour.  Peter 
.  spares  this  special  position  for  the  believer  as  happening  like  coining  out  of 
deep  darkness  into  glorious  light. 

These  people  were  considered  as  not  being  worth  much,  just  common  ordinary  peo- 
ple who  were  without  mercy  because  they  were  lost  and  spearated  from  ^od.  But 
now  they  know  His  mercy  because  they  are  accepted  as  His  children  through  His 
mercy  because  of  Jesus  Christ. 

(Illustration  of  Laura  and  alteration  of  her  damaged  life  and  Adjustment  to  her 
new  life.  #9^  Vol  1  -  Sunday  Sermons  Treasury  of  Illustrations) 
The  new  life  in  Christ  is  an  Alteration  from  the  old.   The  things  of  the  past 
are  to  be  behind  and  we  are  to  press  on  to  the  high  mark  of  the  calling  of 
Jesus  Christ.   We  are  to  make  the  necessary  Adjustments  in  our  lives  that  help 
us  to  live  a  more  complete  and  full  life  even  in  the  midst  of  the  dark  and 
ugly  things  of  life  which  are  still  around  us.   For "God  hath  called  you  out  of 
darkness  into  His  marvelous  light." 
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ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude    "A  Pilgrim  and  a  Stranger"   Pachelbel 
•Processional  Hymn  No,  3S5  "Holy  God,  We  Praise  Thy  Name" 
•Ascription 
•Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison}  "Lord  God,  our  Saviour,  you 
have  been  faithful  in  your  promise  to  deliver  us  from 
the  guilt  of  our  sins,  and  make  us  acceptable  to  you 
and  your  kingdom.  But  too  often  I  have  not  been  faithful 
in  following  my  promise  to  obey  your  will,  and  I  have  not 
loved  my  neighbors  and  enemies.  I  humbly  ask  forgiveness 
Lord.   In  Jesus1  name.  Amen." 
•Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon 
•Praise 

•Pastor:  Blessed  be  the  Lord  God! 
•People:  And  blessed  be  His  Glorious  Name  forever 
•Gloria  Patri 
Who ' s  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

Joys,  Concerns,  Prayer  Requests 

Hymn  No.  458   "Take  My  Life,  and  Let  It  Be  Consecrated" 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you 
People;  And  with  thy  spirit 
Pastor:  Let  us  Pray 
Prayer 

Chrral  Prayer  Response  #84) 
Offering 

Offertory  "He  Will  Make  Good  His  Right  to  be  a  Pilgrim" 

Douglas 
•Doxology   332 
Anthem:       "The  Traveler"  -  American  Folk  Hymn 
Scripture:        1  Pater  2:11-12 


Sermon:   "Wayfnrer1 s  Excursion!  Glory  From  Obedience" 
•Closing  Hymn  No.  363   "To  God  Be  the  Glory" 
Benediction 
Postlude 

+  +  +■  +  +  +  +  +  *Congregation  Standing  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

The  Women's  Fellowship  to  the  "GLory  of  God" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are  *Dutch  Bowser,  Barb  Vargo, 

Jean  Plfugh  and  Diane  Hollefreund 

Mr.  t,   Mrs,  George  Pflugh  will  greet  the  Congregation 
at  the  door  this  morning. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  157 
Virginia  Mangel,  Marlene  Riemer  and  Ann  Williams  will 

be  visiting  the  Hospital  this  week.   They  will  also 

be  visiting  a  shut-in  nnd  ra  non-attending  nenber. 
Elsie  Kornrumpf  is  in  Sugar  Creek  Rest  Home  fcr  a 

short  time. 
Monday  -  Basketball  7-9 
Tues.  -  Aerobics  6-8 
WEii.  -  Ash  Wednesday  Service  at  7:30  to  be  held  in  the 

Sanctuary.   Love  Loaves  will  be  given  out-  at  this 

time.  Hcly  Communion. 
Thurs.  -  Aerobics  S-B 
Thura.  Feb.  17  -  6:30  -  Butler  Area  Laymen's  Dinner 

(only  for  men  this  time)  in  Evans  City  at  St.  John's 

u.  c.  C.  Church.  Chuck  Penar  and  J.  W.  JJarmon  have 

tickets. 
New  Members  will  be  received  on  Palm  Sunday  -  March 

27th.   Should  you  know  of  anyone  who  is  interested 

in  becoming  a  member  -  please  let  the  Pastor  or  Bea 

know. 
Rev.  Sigler's  new  address  Is:   P.  0.  Box  303,  Faith,-'  - 

North  Carolina  23041 
Wednesday  -  2/16/33  at  7:00;  Wed.  2/16/83  - 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today 
The  Yearbooks  are  available  this  morning  -  you  can  pick 

one  up  in  the  back  of  the  church  or  see  Bea  in  the 

Office . 


God  has  a  perfect  plan  for  our  lives,  but  He  cannot 
move  us  to  the  next  step  of  His  plan  until  we  joyfully 
accept  our  present  situation  as  part  of  that  plan. 


> 


2/ 

But  wat  23  purpos  of  all  thia? 

Anaer  Vs  1<;c=All  l-'s  inatructins  hav  ult  purp  &  end 

tir   end  for  Xpian  and  Xpian  lif  i=>  2  fold: 
1st«2kno  thia  lif  merely  prelud  d   lif  that  wilB 
Hence, we  2kno  residenc  only  temp  6s  liv  lif  acordly 
o"r  &  ovr  we  R  remid  transitory  exiat  we  liv, "Here 
1     .y  &  Gone  timorrow 
Mot  fame,fortun,acum  weltb,or  tninga  thi^  world; 
it  is  21iv  so  that  othr  mayB  attract  d.   Js  Xp  by 
wat  C  in  us 
<ind.lt  siiar  Js  Xp  w/othr  by  no  liv  Ilk  reat  of  unaav 

P  says  thez  peop  wil  Bhold  our  actina  &  wil  Glorify 
God  in  the  day  of  viaitatin 
Wat  duz  he  mean?  He  aay  Unblievra  shud  0  Xpiana  in 
aetin.liv  &  act  aa  Xpiana  &  wen  op  cum  4thOE  unBlievr 
■<L   acpt  Xp,they  wil  Bcuz  of  wat  herd  &  seen  from  Apian 
Day  of  Visitatin"  no  mean  lattr  day,<;nd  cum  of  Xp, 
or  othr  end  time  eventa 
It  ia  wea  3  visits  thez  peop  with  op  cum  £:Him  &  2 
Bcum  His  childrn  aa  wel 
&  they  wil  do  thia  &  glorfy  &  &  all  Bcuz  obed  Xpia: 

But  4  Xpian  dB   obed  mus  mak  aplicatin  a.   aia  lif 
(IIIub  boy  lerning  Tuba  "But  muat  he  practice?") 
This  aplicatin  musB  made;abaurd  think  cud  evr  excel 
anything  without  practice 

May  hav  gud  intentina  2Bcum  gud  Xpain  3  want  ua  dB 
But  if  no  practic  cannot  happen  &   thia  P  aay 
Js  sed  .ierm  Mt-Let  Ur  lite  ao  shin  B4  men, that  they 

mav  c  Ur  gud  works  8s  glorfy  Ur  Fathr  in  hvn_ 

:e  is  P,one  of  hearers  aay  exact  same  thing 
(Ilius  Myra,miaerbl  person, Marg  mak  frend,dy  Ss  Wyra 
mourn, she  only  Xp  I  ever  knu) 

Peop  Ik  us  8s  our  livs, 
4sum  mayB  only  Xp  they  evr  C 
Jus  exact  wat  of  Xp  do  they  C  in  U  &  Me? 
We  can  bring  Glory  From  Obed  by  let  othr  C  Xp  daily 
livs 

It  oiubB  Xp  in  our  homes; Xp  in  the  marketplac;Xp  in 
the  ahop;Xp  in  everthing  aay  or  do  &  not  jua  Xp  on 
junday  or  wenevr  we  0  fit  titrot  Him  out  in  our  liva 

It  musB  Xp  in  everything=<KEAD  VKIfoEo  11  &  1<i) 


"Wayfarer's  excursion:  lilory  itmi  uooaiencu 
jcripture:  1  Peter  2:11-12 

(Illus  N.Y.  Mfg,T-shirt=T>1is  lo  Ur  Lif^not  a  dres  re) 
Th:   exact  wat  P  striv  2convey  this  1st  letr,1at  G  Ch 

they  21iv  4  Lord, but  also  liv  in  worl  as  wel 
vs  11a=Dear  Blov=they  knu  specil  2him;he  spk  fr  deep 

lr  4them  as  fao  probe  individ  livs  try  liv  Xpianlif 
i  i   only  want  them  kno  he  luv  but  urg  liv  cert  way 
t>ay-I  BESEECH  U=cum  Gr  word  mean.=2  Cal  d   one's  side 

P  cal  peop,felo-Xpian  2his  side  in  comon  effort 
mor  refin  def  ia  2giv  invitatin,K;  this  folo  adres 

sumwat  lik  altr  cal, cal  2comitment 
Thei  peop  understand  P  spk  2them  as  very  dear  frends 
4which  he  extend  invitatin  acpt  Xpian  lif  in  ernest 

As  continu  hear, read  letr,phras  by  phras,Bgin  get 

pictur  depth  P'a  teach=wat  diBectin  invit  tin  take? 
Ao  oTRAHGRJ  &  PI1  GSiriJ=very  1st  vs  read=jtrangra 

Gr  word=strangrs,or  sojourners ;now  uae  word  &  ad  2it 
?c   this  word=PILGHIMs  &  from  Gr  mean-resident  alien 

Both  word  mean=temporary  homejrilgrim.temp  alien  on 
oficil  busnes  &  Jtranger=temp  relatahip  2peop  aroun 
Thue='+  Xpian  temp  residenc, 2B  bout  Xp's  busnes, but 
as  alien  &  not  aa  complet  cultur  land  liv  in 

P  herd  Js  aay=<;liv  in  the  worl, but  not  e;3  of  it 
do  P  sayeDear  frends,!  invit  U  as  UayF  on  thia  brief 

excursin=£-  now  cum  2  1st  pt  of  meaag 
Vs  11b-(here  P  not  co  in<i  detail  wat  thes  R=Ch  4:3^ 

He  try  expl  efect  thez  luato  hav  on  uoul 
He  pt  out  it  dflMI'»no'*'  body  involv  warfare  w/thBZ 
fleshly  actina 
Underly  this  is  uatan  do  all  in  powr  t:lur  Blievr  away 

ooul  surviv  body  at  deth  &   thia  wat  Blievr  mua  wage 

w   .  4, or  fits  .ipre^erv  from  evil  L   sin 
laut  P  want  Blievr  kno  go  much  deepr  than  jua  Ik 
aftr  individ  aoul 
Wat  Blievr  duz,how  act,how  liv, wat  aay, all  thez  bear 
witnea  athoz  aroun  him, 

&  especilthes  thing  tel  thoz  no  Xpian  wat  Xpianty  ia 
There4  p  say  Va  'lc:a=ConverHatin  mean  mor  than  talk 
Kean=Bhavior,mode  of  lif ,conduct ,exampl 

cum  from  word  mean=ci  jteer; refer  ^helmsman  of  ship 
It  cam  i'Tnean=Turn,^  Turn  in  nu  directin 
?  say=Xpians  Turn  Ku  Hirectin  Ecus  undr  watchful  eye 

of  unBlievra 
Import  of  thia=Vs  ldb«&eatil  unBlievra  aay  fal=  thing 

Xr^ans  acua  imoralty=Luv  Peaatjthi^k  imoral  orgy 
"   Ganibal;eat  Body.Blud 
6o  I-   tel  folos  2liv  aa  Obed  roloa  of  Js  Xp,aho  turn 
aroun  their  individ  liv  so  Gentils  cud  C  thia  evid^ 


"Wayfarer's  Excursion:  Glory  From  Obedience" 
Scripture:  1  Peter  2:11-12 

(Illustration  New  York  city  mfg  of  T-shirts  &  slogan,  "This  is  Your  Life,  not 

a  dress  rehearsal") 

This  is  exactly  what  Peter  was  striving  to  convey  in  this  first  letter  to  the 
people  of  the  First  Century  church.  He  was  stresssing  that  they  were  to  live 
for  the  Lord,  but  they  also  had  to  live  in  this  life  as  well. 

Peter  begins  this  short  portion  of  Scripture  with  the  words,  "Dearly  beloved." 
They  knew  from  this  that  they  were  special  to  him.  He  is  speaking  from  a  deep 
love  for  them  as  they  faced  the  problems  of  their  individual  little  worlds  in 
which  they  were  striving  to  live  the  Christian  life. 

Peter  not  only  lets  them  know  they  are  dear  to  him,  but  he  makes  it  clear  that 
he  is  urging  them  to  live  their  Christian  lives  in  a  certain  way.  He  writes, 
"Dearly  beloved,  I  beseeh  you."  The  word  "beseech"  comes  from  the  Greek  word 
"PARAKALO"  which  literally  means,  "To  call  to  one's  side."  Peter  is  calling 
these  fellow-Christians  to  his  aide  in  a  common  effort.  A  more  refined  de- 
finition is  "to  give  an  invitation,"  and  this  invitation  follows  the  giving 
of  an  address.  It  would  be  somewhat  like  an  altar  call,  a  call  to  commitment. 
These  people  understood  then  that  Peter  was  speaking  to  them  as  very  dear 
friends  for  which  he  was  extending  an  invitation  to  accept  the  Christian  life 
in  earnest. 

But  as  they  continue  to  hear  this  letter  read  to  them  word  by  word  and  phrase 
by  phrase  they  begin  to  get  the  picture  of  the  depth  of  Peter's  Reaching. 
Peter  has  now  called  them,  "dearly  beloved,"  and  he  is  offering  them  an  in- 
vitation, but  what  direction  is  that  invitation  to  take?  His  next  words  are, 
"As  strangers  and  pilgrims."   In  the  very  first  verse  of  tnio  letter  he  ad- 
dressed them  as  "Strangers. "   The  Greek  word  was  "PAREPIDEMOS"  which  meant 
"strangers,  xK^BKKHsrsxxxaiKxxKxxsExais  or,  "Sojourners."  Now  he  uses  the 
w  <rd  again,  but  he  adds  another  word  to  it,  which  i=>  translated  here  a», 
"Pilgrim."  This  word  from  the  Greek  is  "PAROIKOS"  and  it  li.Juixa.xix  means, 
"A  resident  alien."    But  there  is  a  more  literal  interpretation  which  some 
Biblical  scholars  think  applies  here  and  actually  their  view  adds  much  to  the 
the  interpretation.  The  word,  "Paroikos  literally  means,  "Beside  the  house," 
while  Parepidemos  literally  means,  "Beside  the  people."   Both  words  mean  a 
temporary  home.  One  means  a  temporary  alien  who  io  on  official  business,  and 
the  other  is  a  relationship  to  the  people  arouna  him.  For  the  Christian  as 
Peter  was  trying  to  say,  it  is  a  temporary  residence  being  about  Christ's 
business,  but  as  an  alien  and  not  a  part  of  the  complete  culture  of  the  land 
they  are  living  in.  Peter  being  around  Jesus  must  have  heard  Him  say  that 
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His  followers  were  to  live  in  the  world  but  not  to  be  of  it  and  thia  io  pre- 
cisely what  Peter  io  seeking  to  convey. 

Thus  far  he  is  saying,  "Dear  friends*  I  invite  you  as  Wayfarer's  on  this  brief 
Excursion,"  and  now  he  comes  to  the  first  point  of  thia  message,  "To  abstain 
from  fleshly  lusts,  which  war  against  the  soul."  At  ttiio  point,  Peter  is  not 

going  into  detail  concerning  what  these  fleshly  luata  are.   He  will  explain 
this  in  chapter  4  and  verse  3.   For  now  he  is  trying  to  explain  what  Effect 
these  lusts  have  on  the  soul.  Peter  points  out  that  it  is  the  "ooul"  not  the 
body  that  is  involved  in  warfare  with  these  fleshly  actions.  Underlying  this 
is  the  belief  that  datan  is  going  to  do  all  that  is  within  his  power  to  lure 
the  believer  away  from  God.  The  soul  survives  the  body  at  death  and  this  is 
what  the  believer  must  wage  war  for,  or  fight  to  preserve  from  evil  and  sin. 

But  Peter  wants  the  believer  to  know  that  it  goes  much  much  deeper  than  just 
looking  after  his  individual  soul.   What  the  believer  does,  how  he  acts,  how 
he  lives,  what  he  says,  all  of  this  bears  witness  to  those  around  him.  And 
especially  all  of  these  things  tell  those  who  are  not  Christian  what  Christ- 
ianity really  is.  Therefore  Peter  adds,  xSke  "Having  your  conversation  honest 
among  the  Gentiles."  The  word  "Conversation"  means  much  more  than  talk.  It 
means,  "behavior,  mode  of  life,  conduct,  example."  It  evolved  from  a  word 
which  meant  originally  "to  steer."   It  referred  to  the  helmsman  of  a  ship. 
It  came  to  mean,  "Turn'J  to  "Turn  in  a  new  direction."  *^o  Peter  is  telling 
these  Christians  to  "Turn  in  new  direction"  because  they  were  under  the  watch- 
ful eye  of  unbelievers.  The  importance  of  this  was,  "Whereas  they  speak 
against  you  as  evildoers."   These  Getnilte  unbelievers  were  saying  false 
things  against  the  Christians.   The  Christians  were  accused  of  immorality, 
because  they  called  the  Lord's  cupper  a  "Love  feast."  Unbelievers  could  only 
think  of  this  as  being  an  immoral  orgy.  Christiana  were  accused  of  being 
cannibals  and  eating  one  another  because  the  "Love  Feast"  spoke  of  "eating 
the  body  and  drinking  the  blood."  oo  Peter  tells  them  to  live  as  obedient 
followers  of  Jesus  Christ,  showing  the  turn  around  in  their  individual  lives 
so  the  Gentiles  around  them  could  see  this  evidence. 

But  what  then  was  to  be  the  purpose  of  all  of  this?  Peter  gives  the  naswer 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  12th  verse  with  the  words,  "They  may  by  your  good 
works,  which  they  shall  behold,  glorify  God  in  the  day  of  visitation."  All  of 
these  instructions  Peter  is  giving  have  an  ultimate  end  and  purpose.   The 
sole  end  for  the  Christian  is  actually  twofold.  First,  it  is  to  know  that 
this  life  is  merely  a  prelude  to  the  life  that  will  be.  Hence,  we  are  to 
know  that  our  residence  here  is  only  temporary  and  live  life  accordingly. 
Over  and  over  we  are  reminded  of  the  transitory  existence  we  live.  Here  todaj 
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gone  tomowrow.  It  isn't  fame,  or  fortune,  or  accumulating  wealth  or  the  things 
of  this  world.  It  is  to  live  so  that  others  may  be  attracted  to  Jesus  Christ 

y  what  they  see  in  us. 
Ad  secondly,  it  is  sharing  Jesus  Chriot  with  others  by  not  living  like  the  rest 
of  unsaved  society.  Peter  says  these  people  will  "behold"  our  actions  and 
will  "Glorify  God  in  the  day  of  visitation."  How  just  what  does  he  mean  by 
that?  He  is  saying  that  unsaved  people,  unbelievers  should  see  Christians  in 
action,  living  and  acting  as  Christians  and  when  the  opportunity  comes  for 
those  unbelievers  to  accept  Christ,  they  will  do  so  because  of  what  they  have 
seen  and  heard  from  Christians.   The "day  of  visitation"   doesn&t  mean  the  end 
time,  or  the  second  Coming  of  ^hrist,  or  anything  like  this.   "The  day  of 
visitation"  is  when  God"visits"   these  people  with  the  opportunity  to  come  to 
Him  and  beomce  His  children  as  well.  And  they  will  do  this  and  thereby  "Glorif; 
God"  and  all  of  this  will  be  brought  about  by  the  obedience  of  Christian  people 
But  for  the  Christian  individual  to  be  obedient,  he  must  make  an  application 
to  ±b.   his  life 

(Illustration  of  boy  learning  tuba,  "But  must  he  practice?") 
That  is  the  application  which  must  be  made.   It  is  absurd  to  think  that  we 
could  ever  exdel  at  anything  without  practice.  We  may  have  good  intentions 
to  become  the  Christian  we  should  be.  But  if  we  do  not  put  it  into  practice 
"we  cannot  become  that  Christian  God  wants  us  to  be.   This  is  what  Peter  was 
imparting  to  these  early  Christians.  This  is  what  is  being  imparted  to  us 
through  this  Scripture  today,   Jesus  said  in  the  oerraon  on  the  Mount,  "Let 
your  light  so  shine  before  men,  that  they  may  see  your  good  works  and  glorify 
your  Father  which  is  in  heaven."  And  here  is  Peter  one  of  those  hearers  say- 
ing exactly  the  same  thing. 

(Illustration  of  Myra  miserable  person,;  Margaret  making  friends;  Margaret 
dies  and  Myra  mourns,  "ohe  was  the  only  Christ  I  ever  knew.") 

People  look  at  us  and  our  lives.  For  some,  we  may  be  the  only  Christ  they 

ever  see.  Just  exactly,  what  of  Christ  do  they  see  in  you  an  me?   We  can 

bring  Glory  From  Obedience  by  letting  others  see  Christ  in  our  daily  lives. 

It  must  be  Christ  in  our  homes,  Christ  in  the  marketplace,  Christ  in  the  shop, 

Christ  in  everything  we  do  or  aay  and  not  just  Christ  on  ounday  or  whenever 

we  see  fit  to  trot  Him  out  in  our  lives.   It  must  be  Christ  in  everything. 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHUHCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Aeh  Wednesday  February  16,  1963 

The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor- 
Mr..  Harry  Cunningham*  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Mr.  Roland  Thompson,  Saxophonist 
Beth  Hartley  and  Traci  McMillin,  Acolytes 
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ORDER  FOR  HOLY  COMMUNION  -  7:30  P.M. 
Prelude     "Draw  Nigh'  and  Take  The  Body  of  the  Lord" 
•Processional  Hymn  No.  84  "My  Faith  Looks  Up  to  Thee" 
♦Ascription 
•The  Call  To  Worship: 

Minister:   Seek  ye  the  Lord  while  He  may  be  found; 

Call  ye  upon  Him  while  He  is  near. 
People;    Who  shall  ascend  the  hill  oF  the  Lord? 
And  who  shall  stand  in  His  holy  place? 
Minister:   Let  the  wicked  forsake  his  way,  and  the 
unrighteous  man  hiss  thoughts; 
And  let  him  return  unto  the  Lord,  and 
He  will  have  mercy  upon  him. 
Let  us  pray:   (In  unison) 
Eternal  and  Almighty  God,  whose  name  is  love,  we  humbly 
seek  Thy  face  as  in  spirit  and  in  truth,  we  Worship 
Thee,   We  approach  Thee  in  deep  humility,  and  with 
contrite  hearts.   May  we  hear  Thy  voice  speaking  to 
our  hearts,  in  the  hallowed  hush  of  this  service  of 
communion*   May  we  learn  how  to  perfectly  love  Thee 
and  worthily  magnify  Thy  Hcly  Name,  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  LoRd*   Amen. 
*GLoria  Patri 
Scripture:   Matthew  2£:17-3G 

Responsive  reading  No.  286  (Pastor,  choir,  people) 
Hymn  No*  253  "Beneath  the  Cross  of  Jesus 
Offering 

Offertory  "For  the  Bread  Which  Thou  Hast  Broken" 

Stainer 
•Doxology  and  Prayer  of  Dedication 

Anthem:     "Bought  with  a  Price'*      Sleeth 
*The  Service  of  Holy  Communion 
*The  Apostles  Creed  (page  137) 
♦The  Institution  and  Consecration  of  the  Elements 


i.bution  of  the  Bread  and  Cup 
*A  Hymn  cf  Fellowship  560  "Blest  Be  the  Tie  That  Binds" 

Dedication  and  Distribution  of  Love  Loaves 
*Hymn  No.  258  "When  I  Survey  the  Wsndrcus  Cross" 
^Benediction 

#Postlude   HA  Lamb  Goes  Uncomplaining   .forth"  Kindermann 
+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  *Congregaticn  Standing  +■  +  ♦  +  +  +  + 
The  Elders  and  Deacons  will  serve  as  Ushers  as  well 

as  serve  Communion  this  evening. 

Elder  and  Mrs*  Paul  Campbell  will  preet  the  Congrega- 
tion and  Visitors  at  the  door 
Nursery  will  be  provided  this  evening. 
Please  return  the  Communion  folders  to  the  racks  after 

the  Service*   We  will  use  them  apain- 
If  you  would  like  to  have  your  communion  card  sent  tc 

your  home  church  -  please  give  the  address  of  the 

church  on  the  back  and  it  will  bv   forwarded. 
Tonight  after  the  Service  Choir  Re'hearsal. 
Tonight  qfter  the  Service  the  Budget  and  Finance 

Committee  will  meet  for  a  short  meeting, 
Thurs.  -  7:00  -  Golden  Circle  will  go  to  Sunnyview 

Home  for  a  Bingo  party  for  the  patients.  Lots  of  help 

is  needed. 
Feb,  28  -  Reorganizational  meeting  of  the  Church  School 

please  have  all  your  cards  returned  by  Sunday  -  so 

we  will  know  how  raany  are  coming.   Dinner  at  6:00  P.M. 
Elders  Meeting  -  Feb.  23  -  7:30  P.M.  Undercroft 
Time  to  order  Easter  Eggs  -  See  William  Sheppeck  or 

Virginia  Mangel-  ^lace  your  orders  now  for  Easter 

Eggs  -  Price  $4.00  -  Maple  Nut;  Peanut  Butter; 

Coconut;  Fruit  and  Nut  and  Cherry  Nut*   Deadline 

is  Feb*  27th. 
Yearbooks  are  available  -  see  Bea  In  the  Office  if  you. 

did  not  receive  yours. 
There  are  still  some  devotional  guides  on  the  table 

in  the  Narthax. 
There  is  still  a  few  Lenten  Booklets  also  on  the  table 

in  the  Marthex. 

If  yu  knnw  of  anyone  who  might  be  interested 

in  joining  the  Church  -  please  let  the  Pastor  know, 

or  put  a  slip  of  paper  in  the  offering  plate. 

New  members  will  be  received  on  Palm  Sunday. 


A< 
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ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude    "For  Thee,  0  Dear,  Dear  Country"  Pachelbel 
•Processional  Hymn  No.  377  'V-iyful,  joyful,  we  adore  Thee" 
•Ascription 
•Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "Our  Father,  we  confess  before 
you  that  our  lives  are  not  what  they  should  be.  We 
do  undeeired  Bin,  and  we  permit  temtations  to  overcome 
us.  But  we  know  there  is  forgiveness  with  you  when  we 
do  confess.  So  as  we  humbly  seek  forgiveness,  we  ask 
for  new  strength  to  lead  a  more  Godly  life,  for  we  pray 
in  the  Master's  name.  Amen." 
•Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon 
•Praise 

•Pastor:   Blessed  be  the  Lord  God! 
•People:  And  blessed  be  His  Glorious  Name  forever 
•Gloria  Patri 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

joys,  Concerns,  Prayer  Requests 
Hymn  No.  607   "Where  He  Leads  Me" 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lard  bo  with  you 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit 
Pastor:  Let  us  Pray 
Prayer 

Choral  Prayer  Response  #446 
Offering 

Offertory  "He  Shall  Feed  His  Flock"  from  Messiah 
[Miss  Molly  Cochran,  Soprano}  -  Handel 
•Doxology  332 
Installation  of  Church  School  Officers  and  Teachers 
4nthem:   "There  Is  a  Green  Hill  Far  Away"  stebbins 
(Mr.  Lloyd  Link,  Tenor) 

) 


Scripture:    1  Peter  2:13-25 

Sermon:       "Wayfarer's  Excursion:  Submission  and 
•Closing  Hymn  No.  226  "Jesus  Love  Me"        Example" 
Benediction 
Postlude 

+  +  *  +  +  +  +  *Congregation  Standing  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mrs.  Roy  Pflugh  in  loving  memory  of  her  "Husband" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are  "Rob  Vinrce,  Robert 

Dellen,  Randy  Dellen  and  Brian  Kennedy 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Howard  Jaillet  will  greet  the  Congregation 

and  Visitors  at  the  door  this  morning. 
Hospitalized :/1f?J,  p/Ai'fit,   /fSJ.    S/SSKftA*/ 
Pam  Tait  and  Diane  Hollefreund  will  he  visiting  the 

Hospital  this  week  plu3  a  shut-in  and  an  ncn-attend- 

ing  person  from  the  Congregation. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today 

If  you  are  interested  in  joining  Church  -  see  Rev.  Link. 
Monday  -  7-9  -  Basketball  in  Rehobcth  Hall 
Tues.  -  and  Thurs.  -  6-3  -  Aerobics  in  Rehoboth  Hall 
Wed.  -  7:15  -  Choir  Rehearsal 
Feb.  28  -  Reorganizations!  meeting  for  Church  School. 

If  you  have  been  a  teacher  or  officer  in  the  Church 

School  and  you  were  missed  and  did  not  get  a  letter 
Please  let  Bea  know  in  the  office  today. 
ALL  POSTCARDS  ARE  TO  BE  BACK  BY  TODAY,  FOR  DINNER 

at  6:00  P.M.  -  Feb.  23  (Monday) 
It's  not  to  late  to  order  your  Easter  Bags  yet. 
See  Bill  Sheppeck  to  place  your  order.  Price  is  $4.00 
each  and  they  are  all  1  pound.  Reminder  that  all 
candy  forms  are  due  into  Bill  Sheppeck  en  Sunday, 
February  27 ,  1933. 
Feb.  23  -  (Monday)  at  7:30  P.M.  -  Elders  meeting  in 

the  Undercroft,  All  past  and  present  Elders  known 

as  the  Elders  Association. 
We  have  received  news  here  that  Mr.  Glenn  Neely 

tiled  Thursday  in  California.  Glenn  was  a  member  here 
The  World  Day  of  Prayer  will  be  held  on  Friday,  March 

4,  at  7:30  P.M.,  in  The  Salvation  Army.  The  theme 

will  be:  New  Persons  in  Christ. 
Love  Loaves  are  in  the  back  of  the  Sanctuary 
The  Year  Books  are  available  in  the  Office  -  see  Bea. 


Paul  say  Rom  13:7=Giv  honr  2whom  honr  due  fe  this 
wat  P  say 
1f  ihonr  all  men 
ta^ii  honor  fellow  Xpians 

Nex  2  fear  G=respec  wat  giv  us ,but  kno  can  punish 
if  disobey 

th  )  Honor  King=man  Q  permit  2B  powr  &  Xpian  respect 
Vss  18=20=sectin  deal  Slavs ,maatrs 
P  kno  cannot  Bgin  campain  2free  Slavs, only  thing 
resul  fflor  slavs  abusjso  no  arjru  systm 
He  seek  2mak  livs  easier  21iv 
oevrl  kind  slavs-com  &  domestic 

domes tic=drs ,teachrs,seeretarys, musicians 
olavs  had  no  rts;own  by  mastr ;marag  ilegal jchildrn 
not  considr  ther  own 

easy,  C  why  Slavs  ful  hate,angr,hostilty 
vs  18-Sub  2B  rul  whethr  mastr  fair/unfair; kind/harsh 
vs  19-expl  wat  say  vs  1B;conduc  2B  absolutly  unexpec 
by  mastr, especil  if  unreasnbl 
wud  expec  Slav  retalate,B  beligrant,but  nevr  endur 
unjust  treatment 
admonitin  2endur  Bcuz  conscientius  wt   sens  duty  2  Sod 
vs  2CP  expl  mor  fully 
he  say  wen  U  do  wrong  as  slav;U  expec  punishment  & 
ff  H  expec  2endur  ft.  this  understanbl; 
but  if  U  do  wat  supos  2do  S-.  U  R  punish  &  U  endur 
without  compl/grumbl  this  wat  G  want  TJ  2do 
Pt  P  mak  such  Xpian  actins  &  atituds  Blievrs  Fain 
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Thnz  thea  thing  Blievr  pt  2  Grac  of  G  ■  hich  wat  Js 
went  thru  as  prime  examp, which  wel  pleas  2  God 
sp  "in  3,  vss  21-25 

h.--e  Exampl  4  all  Blievrs ;no  mattr  wat  mus  go  thxi 
nothin  comp  2  wat  Js  Xn  endur  our  Bhalf  &  His  is 
.:xampl  we  R  2  follow 
P  tel  how  Js  in  Jub  2  wat  S  want;Quot  Isa  53  &  aomp 
Blievr  21os  sheep  who  gon  stray, but  return  d.   shephe 
&  overseer  of  flok 

In  everthin  Js  Xp  la  Exampl  i.   folo  &  we  shudB  examp 
(Illus  singer  sub  6,  no  applauu 
An  exampl  especil  if  gud  1  is  contagiuti 
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othrs 
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"wayfarer's  Excursion:  oubmission  &  Example" 
Scrip:  1  Peter  2:13-25 

P's  raesag  2  peop  erly  Ch  expl  many  facet  Xpian  lif 

9>   w  21iv  it. 
Sum  up  it  mesag  Xpian  had  21iv  in  worl,but  was  not 
2B  of  worljment  liv  lif  as  temp  Pilgr  ,So,joumr 
"  '.v  lif  as  Wayfar  on  simpl  Ex  thru  lif, prep  4  lif 

But  P  no  merly  giv  advic  how  drift  draamly  torn  this 
lif, eys, mind  fastn  on  Py  in  sky, by  &  by 

lasted  , mesag  1  of  hope; cheer  is  delt  coo  exist  thru 

which  mus  pas  this  lif; no  watr  wat  had  ^fac  &   lettr 

was  dgiv  encorag,help  need  2fac  dif  everday  liva 
Hex  sectin  Scrip  deal  Jbasic  iesujlst  2  Sub; las  Examp 

But  with  Submis  1st  issu,spk  examps  shud  B  set  livs 
Vss  1J-17t*-ist  sectin 
vs  l3a='iubmit«i±xi  actul  miltary  term  spk  respons  Jr 

ofcer  2   comand  Sr  ofeer.las  wk=viar  on  soul=explain 
Here  spk  voluntary  act, no  volunteer 
jubmisn  spk  of  not  2B  dun  Bcuz  erthly  rulers, -God 
Grd-stats,laws,regs  set  by  man.  Xpian  recog  govt  has 
purpos=supres  evil,encorag  gud  &  man  cant  argu  desir 

Totlarian  govt  same  purposasupres  murdr, steal, imm,efr 
P  say=Iik  soldr  Js  Xp  wilingly  giv  in2  obed  law  man, 

Bcuz  U  Blong  2  Js  Xp  6  then  he  list  peopl 
vs  13b=this  ref  2  Roman  Emperor 
vs  14=Thez  all  sent  by  King  put  dwn  evil,punish;re- 

ward  thoz  liv  by  it 
Thoz  liv  acord  law  2B  protee  by  it=Sxampl  2day 
P  had  nothr  motiv  direc  thez  thots=ther  Jews  among 

Jews  thot  unlaw  obey  rulr  who  not  Jew 
P  say  4  Lord's  sake, whethr  Jew/Gent  do  it«4  Js  sake 
vs  5«ciilenc=Muzzl;Xpain  2do  wil  G  by  oub  2  authorty 

so  may  muzl  folish  men 
Foolish=cum  word  meant=No  Diaphragmjcura  2mean  mind, 
intelect;in  presnt  day  Eng.no  intestnal  4tude=no  guts 

gist  is=mindles, ignorant  men  no  underst  luv  4  oav  Js 

Xp  hurl  verbl  abus  agin  Blievr, but  canot  do  anything 

2  Blievr  Bcuz  law-abid  ft.  do  wat  expec  of  him 
vs  16-Ho  mak  coop  tween  slav  ft,  free,Bcuz  free  no  use 

this  sens 
Jew  pretend  free  peop  &.  owe  aleganc  2  G  only 

a3  resul  wer  constan  rebel  agin  ttoman  g.  vt 

But  subj  of  Roman  govt  Bcuz  rebel  agin  G  &  G  permit 
iio  use=fixsxk  liberty  as  cloak  of  Maliciousnea  2  rebel 

Thp"i  Blievrs  free  from  tiin, Satan  but  2B  servs  of  God 

&   tail  obey  erthly  rulrs 


"Wayfarer's  Excursion:  Submission  And  Example" 
1  Peter  2:1:5-25 

Peter's  message  to  the  people  in  the  early  Church  explained  many  facets  of 
~ the  Christian  life  and  how  to  live  it.   But  summed  up,  it  was  the  message 
that  the  Christian  wsx  had  to  live  in  the  world,  but  he  was  not  be  of  the 
world.  It  meant  that  he  lived  his  life  as  a  temporary  "pilgrim"  or,  "so- 
journer." One  who  was  a  "Wayfarer"  on  a  simple  SExcursion"  ifei  through  this 
life,  in  preparation  for  the  life  to  come. 

But  in  all  of  this  Peter  did  not  merely  give  them  advice  how  to  drift  dreamily 
through  this  life  with  their  eyes  and  minds  fastened  on  "Pie  in  the  sky  some- 
day by  and  by."   Instead,  his  message  was  one  of  hope;  it  was  of  cheer;  and 
it  dealt  with  the  common  ordinary  existence  through  which  they  must  pass  in 
this  life.  He  didn't  water  down  what  they  had  to  face  and  so  they  were  gware 
that  his  letter  was  giving  them  the  encouragement  and  help  which  they  needed 
as  they  struggled  with  their  everyday  difficult  lives. 

In  this  next  section  of  Scripture  as  found  in  the  2nd  chapter  in  verses  13 
through  25,  Peter  deals  with  three  basic  issues.   The  first  two  deal  with 
"Submission."  The  last  one  deals  strictly  with  "Example."   But  withcthe  focus 
on  "Jubmission  as  found  in  the  first  two  issues,  he  speaks  to  the  "Example" 
they  should  be  setting  in  their  lives. 
"Verses  13-17 
The  first  section  is  found  in  verses  13  through  17.  Peter  begins  by  stating, 
"Submit  yourselves  to  every  ordinance  of  man  for  the  Lord's  sake,"   The  word 
"submit"  is  actually  a  military  term  which  speaks  of  the  response  of  a  junior 
officer  to  the  command  of  a  senior  officer.   If  you  recall  in  our  Scripture 
last  week  Peter  made  reference  to  a  military  maneuver  when  he  spoke  of  the 
abstaining  of  xhtx  fleshly  lusts  which  made  war  against  the  soul.  Here  he  is 
speaking  of  a  voluntary  act,  and  not  an  act  of  being  volunteered  for  the  task. 
The  Submission  he  is  speaking  of,  is  not  to  be  done  because  of  earthly  rulers, 
but  because  of  God. 

He  tells  these  fellow-Christians  to  "Submit  to  every  ordinance  of  man."   T^e 
word  "Ordinance"  has  to  do  with  statutes,  or  laws,  and  regulations  as  set  fort 
by  man.  The  Christian  is  to  recognize  that  «ny  government  has  a  purpose  in 
mind.  That  purpose  is  to  suppress  evil  and  encourage  good.  Man  can't  argue 
with  that  desire.   Even  totalitarian  governments  observe  this  purpose.   We 
may  not  agree  with  their  idealogogy,  but  we  see  that  they  seek  to  supress 
murder,  stealing,  immorality,  and  other  evils  which  hurt  any  group  of  people. 
So  Peter  is  saying,  "Like  a  soldier  of  ftmix  Jesus  Christ,  willingly  give  in 
to  obedience  to  the  laws  of  man,  because  you  belong  to  Jesus  Christ."  And 
then  he  goes  on  to  list  some  of  these  people.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  'ipth 


verse  he  says,  ibtfeKfciifcx  " Whether  it  he  to  the  king  as  supreme,"  and  this  is  in 
reference  to  the  Roman  Emperor.  Then  he  adds  in  verse  14,  "Or  unto  governors, 
a.  unto  them  that  are  sent  by  him  for  the  punishment  of  evildoers,  and  for  the 
praise  of  them  that  do  well."  Governors,  magistrates,  pro-consuls  and  any  others 
were  sent  by  the  King,  the  Emperor  to  put  down  evil,  to  punsih  it  and  to  reward 
those  who  abided  by  the  law.  Those  who  live  according  to  the  law  are  protected 
by  it  by  the  strict  enforcement  of  the  law  against  those  who  break  it  and  flaunt 
it.  We  have  seen  in  our  society  that  the  law  abiding  people  sxbk   are  not  proper- 
ly protected  because  strict  enforcement  is  not  being  practiced  against  evildoers, 
Peter  also  had  another  motive  for  directing  these  thoughts  to  these  people.  That 
motive  had  to  do  with  the  Jews  among  them  who  were  believers.   The  Jews  thought 
it  was  xxxHgax  unlawful  to  obey  any  ruler  who  was  not  a  Jew.  And  so  Feter  is 
spying  that  regardless  whether  the  ruler  is  a  Jew  or  a  Gentile,  he  is  to  obeyed 
for  the  Lord's  sake.   Or  for  the  sake  of  Jesus  Christ. 

So   Peter  carries  this  one  step  further  by  pointing  out,  "For  so  xkxx  is  the 
will  of  God,  that  with  well  doing  you  may  put  to  silence  the  ignorance  of  fool- 
ish men."  The  word" silence"  which  is  more  vividly  translated,  "Muzzle."  The 
Christian  is  to  do  the  will  of  God  by  Submission  to  authority  so  that  he  may 
put  a  muzzle  on  follish  men.  The  word  foolish  is  interesting  because  it  comes 
om  a  word  which  meant  xxxx?!Hxxgsi  "no  diaphragm."  It  then  came  to  mean  "mind" 
or  "intellect."  If  we  were  to  employ  the  word  in  our  present  day  language,  our 
English  bssxXxxkkxxx  expression  equivalent  to  it  would  be,  "He  has  no  intestinal 
fortitude,"  ob,  inelgantly,  "He  has  no  guts."   The  real  gist  is  that  mindless, 
ignorant  men  who  do  not  understand  love  for  the  savior  Jesus  Christ  may  hurl 
verbal  charges  and  abuse  against  the  believer,  but  they  cannot  do  anything  to  xk 
the  believer  because  he  is  law  abiding  and  doing  what  is  expected  of  him. 
But  Peter  warns  the  believers  in  verse  "16,  "As  free,  and  not  using  your  liberty 
for  a  cloak  of  maliciousness,  but  as  the  servants  of  God."  Peter  ta  not  making 
a  comparison  between  slaves  and  free  men,  because  he  doesn't  actually  use  the 
word  free  in  this  sense.   The  Jews  pretended  they  were  a  free  people  and  they 
owed  an  allegiance  to  God  only.  As  a  result  they  were  constantly  rebelling 
against  the  Roman  government.   But  they  were  subjects  of  the  RomansgHXKX  be- 
cause they  had  rebelled  against  God  and  God  permitted  them  to  be  subject  to  the 
Romans,  oo  they  used  their  "Liberty"  as  a  "Cloak  of  xaxgxx  maliciousness"  to 
rebel.   These  believers  were  "free"  from  sin  and  Satan,  but  they  were  to  be 
"servants  of  God,"  and  this  entailed  obeying  earthly  rulers. 

^eter  now  sums  all  of  this  first  part  up  in  the  17th  verse.  He  says,  "Ho^or 
all  men.  Love  the  brotherhood.  Fear  God.  Honor  the  king."  Paul  says  in 
in  Romans  13:7,  "Give  honor  to  whom  honor  is  due,"  is  this  is  exactly  the  same 
thing  Peter  is  saying.  First  it  is  to  honor  all  men.  Then  to  honor  gellow 
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compares  the  believer  to  lost  sheep  who  had  gone  astray,  but  were  returned 

to  the  shepherd  and  the  overseer  of  the  flock.   But  in  everything,  Jesus  Christ 

i   the  Example  to  follow  and  we  should  be  examples  as  well. 

(Illustration  of  noted  singer  not  singing  and  understudy  doing  so;  no  applause 
except  son,  and  then  they  all  join  in). 

An  Example,  especially  if  it  is  a  good  one,  is  contagious.   This  iB  what  Peter 

was  trying  to  get  across  to  these  *ist  century  church  people.  He  knew  their 

lives  weren't  easy  and  he  knew  they  never  would  be.   But  withvthe  desire  to 

"Submit"  to  the  will  of  God,  using  the  "EXample"of  Jesus  Christ  for  their 

lives,  they  in  turn  would  be  "Examples"  to  still  others. 

It  is  still  the  same  today.   V/e  may  not  be  enslaved  or  owned  by  someone,  but 

the  pressures  of  life  surround  us  and  we  are  called  to  "oubmission"  to  the 

Christian  life.   Our  Great  Example  is  Jesus  Chriat  and  we  are  to  follow  His 

Example  to  be  an  Example  for  others  to  see  and  follow. 
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believers,  the  brotherhood.  Next  to  fear  God.  This  means  to  respect  what  He 
has  given  us,  hut  to  know  that  He  can  punish  if  we  disobey.  And  finally,  Peter 

ays  to  honor  the  king.   He  is  the  man  God  has  permitted  to  be  in  power  and 
the  Christian  is  to  respect  civil  authority. 

The  second  section  deals  with  slaves  and  their  masters.  Peter  knows  that  he 
cannot  begin  a  campaign  to  free  the  slaves.   The  only  thing  which  would  have 
resulted  from  such  a  campaign  would  have  more  abuse  for  the  slaves.  He  is  not 
arguing  the  system.  He  is  merely  giving  spiritual  advice  to  make  their  lives 
easier  to  live.  There  were  several  kinds  of  slaves,  Some  were  just  people  who 
labored  at  whatever  tasks  were  assigned.  Then  there  were  slaves  who  were  house 
hold  servants  and  these  had  much  easier  lives.  These  domestic  slaves  included 
doctors,  teachers,  secretaries  and  musicians.  Slaves  had  no  rights.  They  were 
owned  by  their  masters.  Their  marriagesxwere  not  legal  and  their  children 
were  not  considered  their  own.  So  it  is  easy  to  see  that  slaves  were  filled 
with  anger,  hatred  and  hostility.  So  Peter's  advice  in  the  18th  verse  is, 

"Servants,  be  subject  Jo  your  masters  with  all  fear;  not  only  to  the  good  and 
gentlex,  but  also  to  the  unreasonable."   Submission  was  to  be  the  rule  whether 
the  master  was  fair  or  unfair;  whether  he  was  kind  or  harsh,  XfcxxxEBKi&xrH&ixat 
xxxxxBxaxxBHxkxpx  Then  in  the  19th  verse  Peter  now  explains  what  he  said  in  the 
'8th  verse.  He  says,  "For  this  is  thankworthy,  if  a  man  for  conscience  sjexkxx 
toward  God  endure  grief,  suffering  wrongfully,"  This  conduct  would  be  absolute 
ly  unexpected  by  the  master,  especially  one  who  was  unreasonable.  He  would 
expect  the  slave  to  retaliate,  to  be  belligerant,  but  never  to  endure  unjtist 
treatment.   The  admonition  is  to  endure  this  because  of  a  conscientious  sense 
of  duty  to  God.  But  then  Peter  explains  it  more  fully  in  the  e'Oth  verse. 
"For  what  glory  is  it,  if  when  ye  be  buffeted  for  your  faults,  ye  shall  take 
it  patiently?  but  if  when  ye  do  well,  and  suffer  for  it,  ye  take  it  patiently, 
this  is  acceptable  to  God."  He  is  saying  that  when  you  do  wrong  as  a  slave! 
you  can  expect  punsihment  and  you  are  expected  to  endure  that,  and  this  is 
understandable.   But  if  you  are  doing  what  you  are  smpposed  to  be  doing  and  you 
are  punished,  and  you  endure  it  without  complaint  or  grumbling,  this  is  what 
God  wants  you  to  do.  The  point  Peter  makes  is  that  such  Christian  actions  and 
attitudes  by  believers  gain  God's  smile.   It  is  through  these  things  that  the 
believer  is  pointing  toward  the  Grace  of  God,  which  was  actually  what  Jesus 
Christ  went  through  as  the  prime  example,  which  was  well  pleasing  to  God. 
So  now  Peter  sums  the  entire  section  of  Scripture  up  with  verses  d.-\   thr  ugh 

_ 25,  (read  these).  Here  is  SHE  EXAMPLE  for  all  believers.  Ho  matter  what  we 
must  go  through  it  is  nothing  compared  to  what  Jesus  Christ  endured  on  our 
behalf.  And  His  is  the  Example --.we  are  to  follow.  Peter  tells  how  Jesus  was 
in  "Submission"  to  what  God  wantedcfrom  Him.  He  quotes  from  Isaiah  5^  and 
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ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude      "Faith  Binds  Two  Hearts  In  One"  Warner 
♦Processional  Hymn  Mo.  337  "Praise  to  the  Lord" 
♦Ascription 
♦Exhortation 

♦Confession  (In  Unison}  "0  God,  you  know  how  we  are  exposed 
to  the  world's  temptations,  but  you  also  know  that  we 
would  like  to  be  righteous.   Grant  us  the  strength  to 
follow  our  Master  down  the  road  of  discipleship,  even 
though  we  know  we  shall  surely  meet  the  cross  at  the 
end  of  that  road.  Forgive  us  for  all  sin  that  prevents 
us  from  following  Him  rightly,  through  the  same  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord.  Amen." 
•Kyrie 

♦Assurance  cf  Pardon 
♦Praise 

♦Pastor:  Blessed  he  the  Lord  God! 
♦People:   And  blessed  be  His  Glorious  Name  forever 
•Gloria  Patri 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

Joys,  Concerns,  Prayer  Requests 
Hymn  No.  476  "More  Love  to  Thee,  0  Christ" 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit 
Pastor:  Let  us  Pray 
Prayer 

Choral  Prayer  Response  #446 
Offering 

Offertory  "0  Perfect  Life  of  Love"     Canning 
♦Doxology   382 
Anthem:    "God  So  Loved  The  World"         Stainer 
(#20) 
pipture:     I  Peter  3:1-12 


' 


Sermon:   "Wayfarer's  Excursion;  Godly  Living" 
♦Closing  Hymn  No.  409  "Who  Is  on  the  Lord's  Side?" 
Benediction 

Postlude   "0  Bleeaed  Home  Where  Wan  and  Wife"  Raison 
++++++++  ♦Congregation  Standing  +++++++ 
The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mrs,  Ann  Williams  in  memory  of  "Loved  Ones" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  ♦Richard  Mangel, 

Don  Kingsley,  Art  Carney  and  Gary  Penar. 

Mr.  &   Mrs.  Steve  Vargo  will  greet  the  Congregation 

and  Visitors  at  the  door  this  morning. 
^^Nursery  will  he  provided  tr»day  by  Mrs.  Elaine  Wogan. 
__ ^^capitalized:   Mr.  William  Winters 

Dan  Bosko,  Carl  Vinroe,  and  Bill  Pflu^h  will  be 

visiting  the  Hospital  this  week.   They  will  also  be 

visiting  a  shut-in  and  an  non-attending  member. 
There  were  150  with  10  visitors  attendins  last  Sunday. 
Tonight  -  Youth  Fellowship  with  Marty  Henry,  Rob 

Sybert  and  Howard  Jaillet. 
Monday  -  6:00  -  Dinner  for  all  Teachers  and  Officers 

of  the  Church  School  in  Rehoboth  Hall.  This  is  a 

recreanizational  meeting  -  so  come  up  with  your 

thinking  caps  and  lets  get  Church  School  off  the  ground, 
Monday  -  7:30  -  Elders  Association  meeting  in  the 

Undercroft. 
Tuesday  -  6-8  -  Aerobics  in  Rehoboth  Hall 
Wed.  -  ?:GO  -  Church  Council  in  the  Undenroft 
Thursday  -  6-0  -  Aerobics  In  Rehoboth  Hall 
Thurs.  -  7:15  -  Chancel  Choir  Rehearsal 
Thurs.  -  G-10  -  Basketball  in  Rehoboth  Hall 
Easter  Egg  candy  forms  are  due  in  today.  Please  make 

sure  you  give  them  to  Bill  Sheppeck  today.   If  you 

have  not  ordered  yours,  place  your  order  with  Bill 

today.  Tomorrow  we  order  the  candy. 
If  ytu  know  of  anyene  wishing  to  join  the  Church  put 

a  slip  of  paper  in  the  offering  plate  and  you  will 

be  contacted  by  the  Pastor.   New  members  will  be 

received  on  Palm  Sunday. 
"~>  Love  Loaves  are  in  the  hack  of  the  Sanctuary  -  they 

will  he  collected  on  Easter  Sunday 
Year  Books  are  available  in  the  office  -  See  Bea 
Friday,  March  4,  at  7:30  -  World  Day  of  Prayer  -  in  the 

Salvation  Army. 


'  .V£iy.Larei."  *  fc*    riAi;uraxuiL^     uvuaj     *»*t*«»o 

jcripture:  1  Peter  Js1-12 

In  "ais  letr  we  delt  with  P '  s  concern  4  entir  body 
Bli«vrs;has  try  imprea  tho  lif  ertb  short ,yet  they 
23  productiv  Xpians 

Ther  thoz  Ik  *  2nd  Cum  Ja  St  atitud  do  nothin,wait 
P":   jesag  B  activ  Xpian  whil  liv  thio  life 

Now  Bcum  nor  specif  start  deal  women  ft  wiva 
va  1«Beuz  present  day  fem  raovment  this  aubj  takn  comp 

out  contex  &  no  understud  tru  meaning 
oinc  fal  man  S  made  chain  comand  dS   folo 

He  ordain  man  2B  hed  houahold;wif  2B  subj  2  husband 
This  wher  hav  probd  Bcuz  no  underst  wat  B  sed 
^UBJEC'rm=as  P  apel  out  mean  plac  undr,arrang  undr, 
submit  1aelf,rendr  obed 

It  no  mean  persn  aubj  los  identy,no  mak  inferior 
Prime  examp  Js  Himself =10: 30}  33;  'I4;28  John 

He  2nd  part  Trinty, equal  2  God; but  aa  human  kraxxioqi 
subjec  self  2  obed  un2  deth,evn  deth  on  croaa 
Paul  say  this  also  'I  Cor  11*3 

Can  U  C  wat  3ubj  ia  now?  It  no  plac  sunn  infer  posit 
or  male  persn  no  acct ;  merly  mean  we  tak  rol  G  giv 
&   liv  as  He  desir 
But  ther  nor  import  rol  subj  P  talk  than  mos  peop  re- 
cogniz  &  go  on  vs  'lb«READ 

wat  say=actins  Xpian  wif  hom  hav  far  reach  effects 
men  in  minorty  erly  Xpian  church;mor  women  acpt  Xp 

1  Bliev  stil  tru  2day; women  generl  hav  mor  desir  4 
spiritul  thing  than  men  &  part  due  masculin  imag  men 

imag=sissy  stuf  pray,cary  Bibl,spk  of  Js/God 
Hos  women  no  hav  thez  hangups 
P  l-»l  womn  if  hav  unBliev  husbmcan  win  d   Xp  by  exampl 
NC  Z   eed-without  word  &  thia  mean  no  nag 

naturl  defens  women  ia  nag, nag, mor  nag 
duznt  acomplish  objectiv  &  P  say  this 
Conversatinamean  Bhavior , conduct ,actina  &  cum  from 

word  mean  steer  shipnEngl  word  closeat=VIRTUOUti 
Virtuous  wif  turn  non-Bliev  husb  2  Lord  i=  wat  P  say 
Vs  2=agin  it  Bhavior, pure, who  hoi  rev  4  God, Fear  God 
(Illus  woman  by  exampl  bring  husband  d   Xp) 
It  actins,spk  loudr  than  words, no  mak  woman  inferior 

2  man, in  fact,  woman  hav  edg  ovr  many  men 

But  P  no  jus  concern  ovr  atitud  wiva, concern  dreaa  & 

appearance 
Vss  5-6-lityl  Uom/Grk  wort  4  womn  twist, pile  hair  top 
he1   t  use  jewlry  2  compliment, acentuate  it 

Beam  contea  C  who  outdo  othrs  &.  sum  erty  Xpians  brot 

thez  things  with  them  in2  the  church 

P  no  say  nevr  wear  jewlry,fix  hair, decent  clothea 


pt  them  bak  2  women  QT  lik  Jara  &   say=vs  5 
(ac^rn  themaelvs  in  aubjectin  un2  ther  own  husbands) 
(I.  la   Athenian  Gen  &  wif  quot  2  Visitor) 
This  wat  P  try  say  2  Xpian  women 
It  innr  thing  mor  import, that  which  in  hart  mor 
-•uport  than  hairstyl,makup  , clothing,  jewels 
No\  )   spokn  Godly  Liv  4  wivs, women, upk  2  men 
Vs  7=only  1  vs,yet  contain  all  man  need  4  rol  husband 
Knowledg=man  kno  wat  expec  him;huab,fathr,pro*idr, 
protectr, keeper  of  wif  Si  childrn,&  home 
This  com  knowl  or  it  shud  B 
Giv  Honor  etc=Jhud  accpt  wif  aa  B  real  valu  &  this 
wat  honor  mean  in  Grk 

2  underst  he  phya  strongr  than  wif , Bcuz  biolog  dif 
&  no  mak  her  weakr  anyway 

2gethr  they  2B  heirs  wat  G  has  4  Blievrs  thru  Js  Xp 
But  if  frictin,martal  discord, then  devotinl  walk  with 
G  interup  &.   this=that  Ur  prayra  B  not  hindered  mean 

Now  hav  talk  wiva, husbands ,P  turn  2  genral  things 
Vs  8=Finaly  no  mean  end, jus  end  previus  ideas 

3  adj  no  fnd  elawher  NT 

LIKEMINDED=no  think  all  alik,imitat  ea  othrjmean  all 

2  seek  mind  of  Xp 
COMPAjioIH=bettr  word»impathy;2b  empathetic  2  ea  othr 

1  hurt,1  cry, all  hurt/cry; shar  1  nothr  burdns  that 
is  mark  of  Xpian 
LUV  AJ  BH£THiffiN=Grk-PHILADELlHUI=brother  loving 

This  mean  luv  Brothrhood  as  pt  las  wk,2  luf  feloBlie 
Felo  ipain  2B  bnd  up  ch  &  liv  Vs  9=*ffiAD 
No  retaliatin,insted,rendr  blessing=Blea  thoz  curs  U 
do  gud  2thoz  hate  U,pray  4thoz  des  itful  use  U,&  pers 

t'  t  Hewn  Mt,&  Peter  waa  there  &  herd  it 
Th^  liv, act  thia  way  wil  inherit  blesing  P  say 
Ble33ing=frota  Ps  34, Jew  of  erly  Ch  knn  it 
Vss  10-12=3EAD 

Godly  man  wilseek  liv  as  G  want; lif  wilB  1  seek  do 

riteness  &   avoid  evil 
reason=Bcuz  G  C  wat  happnjhear  wat  hapjkno  wat  hap 

G  want  2B  at  hart  livs  as  striv  liv  Xpian  lif 

In  fact, He  ther  but  is  He  abl  2  get  thru? 
(Illus  prof  &  nuclear  power  plant  ,bil  5005) 
G  hammer  away  our  harts  daily  2get  us  start  rt  direct 

He  strik  at  soul  2get  2opan  up  2  Js  Xp 
'-.'hruout  NT  tol  ovr  &.   ovr  of  Js  Xp  &  how  came  2  aho  G 
2  r-n;P  tel  erly  Ch  this  in  all  his  letter 

G   lat  us  2kno  this  2day,that  luv  ua  &  evr  present 
G  want  us  2kno  Js  taut.demonstrat  how  liy  Godly  LIV 
&  this  posib  onlt  thru  Him;  wil  we  open  our  harta 
2  Him  &.   demonstrat  we  31ohg  2  Him  by  seek  liv  Godly 

li  s  vr»  walk  of  iife. 


"Wayfarer's  Excursion:  Godly  Living" 
Scripture:  1  Peter  3:1-12 

i  this  letter  thus  far  we  have  dealt  with  annsfcxyxgBKKXKXikxKis  Peter's  concern 
"for  the  entire  body  of  believers.   He  has  tried  to  impress  upon  them  that 
though  the  life  upon  earth  is  but  a  brief  span  of  time,  yet  in  that  time  they 
were  to  seek  to  be  productive  Christians.  There  were  those  who  were  looking 
for  the  Second  Coming  of  Jesus  Christ  and  as  a  result  they  adopted  an  attitude 
of  doing  nothing  and  just  waiting  for  that  event  to  take  place.  Peter's  mes- 
sage is  one  of  being  an  active  Christian  while  living  this  life. 
But  now  he  becomes  a  bit  more  specific  and  starts  to  deal  with  women  and  wives, 
with  husbands,  and  then  with  the  entire  body  of  believers.  These  are  the  di- 
visions as  found  in  this  section  of  scripture. 

Peter  begins  in  verse  'l  by  saying,  "Likewise,  ye  wives,  be  in  subjection  to 
your  own  husbands."  We  must  stop  here  and  analyse  what  Peter  is  actually 
saying.   Because  of  the  present  day  feminist  movements  this  present  subject 
has  been  taken  completely  out  of  context  and  as  a  result  is  not  understood  in 
its  true  meaning. 

bince  the  fall  of  man  God  made  a  chain  of  command  to  be  followed.  He  ordained 
that  a  man  is  to  be  the  head  of  the  household.  The  wife  iw  to  be  "Subject" 
-q   her  husband.   This  is  where  we  get  into  problems  because  we  don't  understand 
'what  is  being  said.   "Subjection"  as  Peter  and  others  spell  it  out,  means  to 
"place  under,  or  arrange  under,  to  submit  oneas  self,  render  obedience."  It 
does  not  mean  that  a  person  who  is  in  subjection  to  another  loses  identity. 
It  in  no  way  means  that  the  one  person  is  inferior  to  another.   A  prime  ex- 
ample of  this  is  Jesus  Christ  Himself.   In  John  "10:50  Jesus  says,  "I  and  my 
Father  are  one."  For  this  the  Jews  became  angry  ana  in  verse  5?  we  read, 
"The  Jews  answered  Him  saying,  'For  a  good  work  we  stone  thee  not,  but  for 
blasphemy;  and  because  that  thou,  being  a  man  makest  thyself  God."   They  knew 
Him  only  as  a  man.   But  later  Jesus  said  in  John  14-:28,  "My  Father  us  greater 
than  I."  Here  we  see  the  subjection  of  Jesus  Christ  to  God.  He  is  the  second 
part  of  the  Trinity.   As  such. He  is  equal  with  God.   But  as  A  human,  He  sub- 
fetid^iSftt^Sni  oeclS^eKen^Snto'lelth^elSn^ilta  Stress.  Can  you 
see  now  what  subjection  is?   It  doesn't  place  one  in  an  inferior  position,  or 
make  the  other  person  of  no  account.   It  merely  means  that  we  each  take  the 
role  which  God  has  given  us  and  live  it  as  He  desires. 

But  there  is  more  importance  attached  to  this  role  of  subjection  that  Peter  is 
talking  about  than  most  people  recognize.   He  goes  on  in  the  first  verse,  and 
■  also  verse  two,  "That,  if  any  obey  not  the  word,  they  also  may  without  the 
word  be  won  by  the  conversation  of  the  wives;  while  they  behold  your  chaste 
conversation  coupled  with  fear."   What  Peter  is  saying  here  is  that  the 
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actions  of  a  Christian  wife  could  have  far  reaching  effects  inthe  home.  He 
says,  "If  any  obey  not  the  word,"  and  he  is  speaking  of  pagan  husbands.  Men 
jre  in  the  minority  in  the  early  cburch.   ixxxsx  More  women  accepted  Christ 
and  responded  to  the  Gospel  than  men.   I  believe  this  may  be  still  true  today. 
Women  generally  have  more  of  a  desire  for  spiritual  things  than  men.  This  is 
partly  true  because  of  the  desx  masculine  image  many  men  want  to  carry  around 
with  them  and  perpetuate.   That  image  is  that  it  is  sissy  stuff  to  pray,  or  to 
read  the  Bible,  or  to  speak  of  Jesus  and  Cod.  Most  women  don't  have  these 
hangups,  ^o  Peter  is  telling  tkron  the  women  that  if  they  have  an  unbelieving 
husband  in  their  household,  they  can  win  that  husband  to  Christ  by  their  ex- 
ample. Notice  he  says,  "They  also  may  without  the  word  be  won  by  the  conver- 
sation of  the  wives."   This  means  without  nagging.   The  natural  defense  of  a 
wife  to  get  something  done  is  to  nag  and  nag,  and  nag  again.  This  doesn't 
accomplish  the  objective  and  xeter  was  telling  them  that.  The  term,  "By  the 

conversation  of  the  wives,"  means  the  behaviour  of  the  wives.   How  they  con- 
before 
duct  themselves.   tfe  said  tssSxKasx  this  word  conversation  didn't  mean  speak- 
ing or  talking,  but  it  meant  the  conduct,  behaviour,  or  actions.   It  comes  from 
a  word  which  had  to  do  with  the  steering  of  a  ship,  the  turning  of  it.   The 
english  word  which  comes  closest  to  it  is,  "Virtuous."  oo  a  xxxfencas  virtuous 
_.ife  is  what  will  turn  a  non-believing  husband  to  the  Lord,  is  what  Peter  is 
saying.  This  is  added  to  by  him  saying,  "While  they  behold  your  chaste  con- 
versation coupled  with  fear."  Again  it  ±a   the  behaviour,  the  virtuous  wife 
who  is  pure,  and  who  holds  a  reverence,  or  fear  of  God,  which  will  do  the 
job  of  bringing  the  men  to  the  Lord. 
(Illustration  of  woman's  actions  leading  her  husband  to  the  oaviour) 
You  see,  it  is  actions  which  always  speak  louder  than  words.   This  doesn't 
make  any  woman  inferior  to  a  man,  in  fact  we  can  see  these  Godly  women  have  an 
edge  over  many  men. 

But  Peter  was  not  just  concerned  about  the  attitudes  of  the  wives,  he  was  con- 
cerned about  their  dress  and  appearance.   He  said,  I|read  verses  }  to  5). 

for  women 
It  was  the  style  in  the  Ionian  and  Greek  world  to  twist  and  pile  their  hair  on 

top  of  their  heads  and  then  to  use  golden  jewelry  to  accetnuate  it.   It  became 
a  contest  to  see  who  could  outdo  all  the  other  women.  And  some  Christians 
who  came  into  the  early  church  brought  these  styles  and  customs  with  them. 
Peter  was  not  advocating  never  wearing  jewelry,  or  fixing  their  hair,  or  having 
decent  clothing.   He  was  just  speaking  out  against  the  over  emphasis  on  this 
practice.   He  pointed  them  back  to  the  women  of  the  Old  Testament.   Those  G0dij 
women  like  dara  and  he  says  as  we  read  in  verse  5,  they  x±   "Adorned  themselves 
being  in  subjection  unto  their  own  husbands." 
(Illustration  of  wife  of  Athenian  General  Phocion  and  well  dressed  visitor  "> 
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That  is  what  Peter  was  trying  to  say  to  Christian  women.   It  is  the  inner 
things,  that  which  is  in  the  heart  which  is  of  more  importance  than  hair  styles 
...id  makeup,  and  clothing  and  gKwinxx  jewels. 

Peter  has  spoken  of  Godly  Living  for  wive  a  and  women  and  now  he  devotes  some 
attention  to  the  men  as  verse  7  points  out,  (read  this).   Although  this  is  only 
bxxxexkm  one  verse,  yet  it  contains  all  that  a  man  needs  to  properly  understand 
his  role  as  a  husband. 

He  says,  "Dwell  with  them  according  to  knowledge."   The  man  knows  what  is  ex- 
pected of  him.   He  should  be  the  provider,  the  protector,  the  keeper  of  the 
wife  and  children,   This  is  common  knowledge,  for  any  man,  or  at  least  it 
should  be.   And  it  is  also  common  knowledge  that  the  husband  is  to,  "Give  honor 
unto  the  wife,  mat   as  unto  the  weaker  vessel."  This  means  he  should  accept 
his  wife  as  being  of  real  worth,  of  value,  and  this  is  what  the  owrd  "honor" 

means  in  Greek.   But  he  is  also  to  understand  that  physically  he  is  stronger 

only 
than  his  wife  because  this  is  a  biological  difference  and  does  not  make  her 

weaker  in  any  other  way.   Together  they  are  both  heirs  of  all  that  God  has 
gor  believers  thorugh  Jesut.  Christ.  But  if  there  is  friction,  marital  dis- 
cord, then  his  devotional  walk  with  God  will  be  interrupted,  which  is  what 
"Peter  means  by  the  words,  "That  your  prayers  be  not  hindered." 
niow  that  Peter  has  addressed  his  remarks  to  husbands  and  wives,  he  turns  to 
more  general  things  again  in  verses  8  through  'id.   In  verse  8,  he  says, 
"Finally,"  and  this  doesn't  mean  this  is  his  final  thought  in  this  letter,  but 
instead,  it  is  his  final  thought  on  these  triors  previous  ideas.  He  now  gives 
three  adjectives  which  are  not  tmmti.   used  anywhere  else  in  the  Rew  Testament. 
First  it  is,  to  be,  "All  of  one  mind,"  or  "likeminded."  This  doesn't  mean 
they  all  think  alike,  or  imitate  one  another.   But  it  means  to  all  be  seeking 
the  mind  of  Christ.   Then  he  says  they  should  be, fas  "Having  compassion  one  of 
another."  A  better  word  perhaps  would  be  "Empathy."  They  were  to  be  empathet- 
ic  with  one  another.   When  one  hurt,  they  should  all  hurt;  when  one  cried,  they 
should  all  cry.   In  other  words  they  should  share  one  another's  burdens.  That 
is  the  mark  Christians  should  have  for  each  other.   Then  he  says  they  are  to, 
"love  as  brethren,"  and  that  word  in  the  Greek  is  PHILADliLPHOI ,  which  literally 
means,  xisxxng  "Brother  loving."  ^nd  this  of  course  means  to  love  the  brother- 
hood as  we  pointed  out  last  week,  or  to  love  fellow  believers. 
Fellow  Christians  are  to  be  bound  up  in  the  church,  "not  rendering  evil  for 
evil,  or  railing  for  railing,"  not  getting  even  for  anything  done  to  them  by 
other  Christians  in  other  words.   Instead,  they  are  to  ka  render  "Blessing." 
They  are  to  follow  what  Jesus  said  and  that  is  "To  bless  those  that  curse  you, 
do  good  to  them  that  hate  you,  and  pray  for  those  which  despitefully  use  you, 
and  persecute  you."  That  is  again,  from  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  and  Peter 
was  there  and  heard  it. 
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Those  who  live  and  act  in  this  manner  Peter  says,  will,  "Inherit  a  blessing." 
That  blessing  is  straight  from  the  34th  Psalm  which  the  Jews  of  the  early 
-hurch  knew  very  well.   That  Blessing  is  that  the  Godly  man  will  seek  to  live 
as  God  desires  him  to  live.  That  life  will  be  one  in  which  he  seeks  to  do 
righteousness  and  avoid  evil.  The  reason  for  this  is  because  God  sees  what  is 
hapenning,  He  bears  what  is  taking  place,  and  He  knows  all  of  these  things. 
God  wants  to  be  at  the  very  heart  of  our  lives  as  we  strive  to  live  the  Christ- 
ian life.   In  fact,  He  is  there,  but  is  He  able  to  get  through? 
I  don't  know  whether  this  actually  happened  or  not,  but  there  are  some  large 
nuclear  energy  plants  throughout  the  world. 

(Illustration  of  plant  not  functioning  properly;,  no  one  could  correct  it  and 

emminent  professor  in  field  called  from  his  university  for  consultation;  sur- 
veyed situation,  requested  hammer;  struck  pipe  and  all  functioning;  bill  for 
$5005.   Forcstriking  blow  -  ^5-00;  For  knowing  where  to  strike  blow- % 5000.) 

God  is  hammering  away  at  our  very  hearts  daily  to  get  us  started  in  the  right 

direction.  He  is  striking  at  our  souls  to  get  us  to  open  up  to  Jesus  Christ. 

Throughout  the  New  Testament  we  are  told  over  and  over  again  of  Jesus  Christ 

and  how  He  came  to  show  men  God.  Peter  is  telling  the  early  Church  this  in 

all  of  this  letter.  God  wants  us  to  know  this  today,  that  He  loves  us  and 

is  ever  present.  God  wants  ua  to  know  that  Jesus  taught  and  demonstrated  how 

bo  live  Godly  Lives  and  this  is  only  possible  through  Him.  Will  we  open  our 

hearts  to  Him  and  ixixsfim  demonstrate  we  belong  to  Him  by  seeking  Godly  Living 

in  every  walk  of  life? 
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Mr.  Harry  Cunningham,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Danny  Mangel,  Amy  Covert  -  Acolytes 
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ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude    "Jesus,  1  Live  to  Thee"        Gigault 
'Processional  Hymn  No.  322  "Whan  morning  gilds  the  skies" 
♦Ascription 
♦Exhortation 

♦Confession  (In  Unison)  "Mighty  God,  by  your  power  is 
Christ  raised  from  death  to  rule  this  world  with  love. 
We  confess  that  we  have  not  believed  In  Him,  but  fall  into 
doubt  and  fear.   Gladness  has  no  home  in  our  hearts,  and 
gratitude  is  alight.  Forgive  our  dread  cf  dyins,  our 
hopelessness,  and  set  us  free  for  joy  in  the  victory 
cf  Jesus  Christ  who  was  dead  but  lives,  and  will  put 
down  every  power  that  hurts  or  destroys,  when  your 
promised  kingdom  comes.  Amen." 
♦Kyrie 

♦Assurance  of  Pardon 
♦Praise 

♦Pastor:   Blessed  be  the  Lord  God! 
♦People:   And  blessed  be  His  Glorious  Name  forever 
♦Gloria  Patri 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

Joys,  Concerns,  Prayer  Requests 
Hymn  No.  400   "Have  Thine  own  way,  Lard!" 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit 
Pastor:  Let  us  Pray 
Prayer 

Choral  Prayer  Response   #446 
Offering 

Offertory   "Take  My  Life  and  Let  It  Be"  Van  Hulse 
•Doxology   382 
Anthem       "Ready,  Lord"         Avery/Marsh 
Scripture:     I  Peter  3:13-22 


Sermon:   "Wayfarer's  Excursion:  Sincere  Imitation" 
♦Closing  Hymn  No.  345  "Crown  Him  with  Many  Crowns" 

Benediction 

Postlude    "Lord,  Lead  The  Way  the  Savior" 

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  ♦Congregation  Standing  +  +  +  +  +  ■»  +  * 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
Mrs.  Ellen  Bauer  in  memory  of  "Lcved  Ones" 

Serving  as  Ushers  tcday  are:  *Charles  Penar,  Dan  Bosko, 
Dave  McMillln 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harry  Davis  will  greet  the  Congrenation  today. 

Easier  Lilies  will  be  $5.25  -  sign  up  in  Narthex. 

Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Mrs.  Bonnie  Vensel . 

The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  1S3  with  26  Visitors 
^Hospitalized;  Mr.  William  Johnston — '-O  \lT" 

Debbie  Helton  and  Nancy  Dellen  will  be  visiting  the 
Hospital  this  week  -  plus  a  shut-in  and  an  ncn-attend- 
inp.  person. 
„„»Mojiday  -  7-9  -  Basketball 

Tuesday  -  6-7  -  Aerobics  :  Tburs.  -  6-3  Aerobics 

Wei.  7:00  P.M.  Chancel  Choir  Rehearsal 

to  date  $1,023.00  has  been  given  on  the  P.  A.  System. 
As  ycu  know  3/4  of  the  money  (around  $2,000.)  had  to 
be  in  before  the  P.  A.  System  would  be  purchased. 

Activities  coming  up  -  Bake  sale  March  26  at  the  Butler 
Mall.   Easter  ERg  Hunt  -  March  26  at  11:00  either  at 
Alameda  Park  or  at  Easter  Seal  Society.  Rainhcw  girls 
will  help  hide  egjjs. 

March  27  -  Youth  from  the  Church  will  go  Roller  skatinc. 
Bus;  Fund  has  a  total  of  $2,231.75  in  it  at  present. 
~p-April  and  May  ycu  can  "Rent  a  Kid"  from  the  Youth  to 
jjeln  with  work.  ''"*kr   /*»-**V  /*>«>•   /irf^so*^ 

We  need  Vacation  Bible  School  Directors  (2)It  will  not  % 
be  long  until  June  will  be  here. 

Elders  and  Deacon  ClasseB  will  begin  April  10  and  run 
for  5  Consecutive  Sundays  thru  May  1st. 

A  food  collection  (Non-perishablo)  goods  will  he  coll- 
ected in  the  Sanctuary.   If  you  need  help  contact  the 
office  (no  mention  of  names  will  be  printed  or  known) 
♦♦♦Monday  -  7:30  -  Women's  Mary  Prugh  Circle  meeting. 

WE  NEED  PEOPLE  TO  CALL  OH  HOMES  TO  GET  MOTE  PEOPLE 
BACK  IN  THE  CHURCH  SCHOOL.   IF  YOU  CAN  HELP  WITH  THIS 
PROJECT  _  CONTACT  THE  OFFICE  OR  PEG  NAZAHUK.Ch. School 

Supt. 


"Wayfarer's  Excursion:  jlncere  Imitation" 
1  Peter  3:15-22 

iia  sectin  jcrip  thia  letr  of  P  contain  ideas  4  pilgri 
or   .yfarer  83  strugl  faith  worl  definitly  Ungodly 

Ua  sectin  stirv  giv  encouragmen  lif  brief  duratin 

but  musB  liv  Xpian  manner  Ik  2  eternty  which  G  wil 

p-  'rid  4  His  own 
Thio  partic  sectin  divid  2parts 
1st«vss  13-37-spk  aiievrs  attitud 
2nd=vss  1B-22-tel  Xp's  example 

Underst  this  seotin  ius  harken  bak  d   circumstanc 

undr  which  thez  erly  Xpains  liv; sever  pers  4  faith, 
Thoz  un^pian  tuk  evry  ocasin  mak  lif  mis; cal  namea, 
unjust  acus,in  gen  liv  livs  fear, terror 
P  ask  queet-Vs  1j=who  can  hurt  if  folo  wil  of  God? 
vs  14a=hav  reward  4  folo  G  wil=Happy,bled3e&  Beats 

Hapines  is=B  wil  suffr  evn  tho  U  liv  riteously 
vss  14b-15=mean  B  fil  courag,no  fear  &  set  L  apart 

in  Ur  hart=this  wat  .Janctfy  mean 
normaly  G  do  this  pernn,individ,but  P  say  31ievr 
2  set  Xp  atpHEii  apart  in  hart 
reason=Unblievr  C  Xpian  evn  mid  probs , pers, despair  & 
all  ills  lif, but  stil  hav  sumthin  keep  going 
P  call=Hope  that  is  in  U 

UnBlievr  ask-How  can  U  hav  outlk  mid  this? 
anser=Bcuz  Js  Xp  who  is  Lord  my  life 
P  pt  out  thoz  pers  Xpian  wilB  asham  *  treatmen  Blievr 
3oua  reatin  Xpian  sho  thez  circumstanc 
Conversatin  mean  this  Vs  16=Conduct ,Bhaviour  as  sed 

Vs  17=conclud  1st  part;he  say=obvius  do  wrong  punish 
but  do  rite  &  suffr ,bettr 
2iasues  P  pt  out 

f   st:Blievr  atak  by  Jatan  4B  Godly, striv  liv  ritely 
Jn  sayaGrtr  He  in  U,than  he  who  is  in  worle" 

Xp  indwel  Blievr  &  strongr  than  ijatan  who  in  worl  & 

seek  pul  Blievr  away 
Js  sed=I  hac  overcum  the  worl=overcum  powr  oata-i  & 
thus  Xpian  rest  His  care 
jecondiP  pt  out  persecutin  cum  insid  Ch  as  wel 

4saw  tin  cum  wen  Ch  compos  thoz  want  do  wil  Xp,& 

thoz  do  thing  worldly  fasain:Theo  Hoosvelt  sed= 
(Illustration  of  Action  daring  to  do) 
This  why  Peter  now  add=vs  18=KEAD 

Js  prime  aramp  this:nothing  He  did  relig  ldrs  of  day 

had  just  caus  acus  Him, but  they  did 
not  only  acus , plan, plot, finagl,abl  bild  case  agin 
lav  liim  killed 
But  tho  kil  body»no  cud  kil  Spirit  &  That  liv  harts 
livs  Blievrs  seek  2  liv  Jor  Him 


Vss  19-20«1st  prob  &  1  mos  dif  pasag  entir  Bib  interp 
ther  B  at  leas  5  posbiltys  meaning, ea  quests  unanser 
but  ?  posibs  £.  mayB  intertwin;vs  not  vitl  import  fait 
han_  on  them; they  quest  may  want  ask  P  in  eternty 
B4  atonment  Js  4  mank,plac  ded  cal  jheol=Heb, Hades 
Grpekjdivid  2=Bosom  Abe,FaradisoButifil  Garden,& 
1   c  torment»Blievrs  G,un-dlievrs 
Gulf  Btween  illus  Lk  16, Js  ftel  Laz  &  Bives 
Js  say  thief «2day  w/Me  paradis ;then=P  in2  hand  spirit 
Apos  Cr=Crucfied, ded, bury, descend  Hades=paradis  secti 
ther  3  days=vs  19=preach;mean  procl  Gospel;Herald  as 
King 
Theory»Whil  ther  Js  Heralded  as  King  2  both  sectin 
no  preach, ,iust  heralded 
folo  res  Js ,pardis  mov  hvaly  relm  Bl  ievr  no  spokn 
descend, but  ascend  or  go  up 
.Jecond  theory: Noah  St  Arkjpx^n  prep  120  yrs  6  preach 
2  them;but  Sp  Xp  preach  thru  him;G  long  suffr=120yr 
&  then  destroy  water;unBlievr3  destroyed 
No  sav  by  water=destroy,Noati  sav  ark  on  water 
Baptism  2nd  prob=no  sav; outward  3ign  inward  Blief 
P  clos  sectin  wher  Js  is  this  time=Vs  22 
Uura  up  sectin=Blievr  2  imitate  Xp  in  life 
Chas  Golton  say=Imitatin  is  sincerest  form  flattery 
If  2B  imitators  Js  j,p,tnusB  dun  complet  aincerty 
C^xplsnatin  word  oIKC-Kitii  how  cum  dng  language) 
We  a  cal  2B  oincere,taat  is=pure ,tru, without  falness 
(Illus  little  boy  &  Js  sticking  out  of  me) 
Duz  worl  C  Js  sticking  out  of  U? 
Duz  it  C  that  we  Sincere  in  our  imitation  of  Him? 
It  shud  Bcuz  we  cal  UBx  21iv  lik  I:im,2act  lik  Him, 
f    2B  peop  in  whom  worl  C's  Him  all  things. 


"Wayfarer's  Excursion:  Sincere  Immitation" 
Scripture:  1  Peter  3 t 15-22 

ach  section  of  Scripture  in  this  letter  from  Peter  contains  ideas  for  the 
"pilgrim,  or  Wayfarer  as  he  struggles  with  the  faith  in  a  world  that  is  de- 
finitely ungodly.  Each  section  strives  to  give  encouragement  that  life  is 
KrcfcxaxsirrBxxfc  of  brief  duration,  but  it  must  be  lived  in  a  Christian  manner, 
looking  to  the  eternity  which  God  will  provide  for  His  own. 
This  particular  section  of  the  3rd  chapter  is  divided  into  two  parts.   The 
first  part  of  Verses  13-1 7 i  speak  of  a  believer's  attitude;  and  the  second! 
part  of  verses  18-22  tell  of  Christ's  example.   SMttxaagsskaaxiixxHaxaKxaxiBBa 
Mxa^Rxa!mi«aft«x^*yJt»»ii4xfeexJEfesx3sat«xb3:xStesr±ssx2HiiaKxMkiakxsxataxxxxiB!ffliK 
saix$raxxaxi«sx»xss«x««xxx«XMx«xxx^ts*xR3^xxxX^^ 

JCHj^stazaxafx^esKSxSKE±slcxxsxx^z^axa£xxsjtExasyxkE£xzixtBSB[xxxiiaxaal:axBs£sxB 
aaxthBxssasHHxxwayxKKxaBHHiatxiaiaxaBxaaaaaxaaaxiaaiixkaxKixaaxHaxKlBaxEaaBiaxHf 
Mkaxxaaaaaxraalxxxaxax 

To  understand  this  section  of  Scripture  we  must  once  again  hearken  back  to  the 
circumstances  under  which  these  first  c'entury  Christians  lived.   They  were 
under  severe  persecution  for  their  faith.   Those  who  were  not  Christians  took 
every  occasion  possible  to  make  their  lives  miserable.   They  were  called  names, 
iere  unriustly  accused,  and  in  general  their  lives  were  lived  in  fear  and  ter- 
"ror.  That  is  why  Peter  opens  this  section  with  the  question,  "And  who  is  he 
that  will  harm  you,  if  ye  be  followers  of  that  which  is  good?,  vs  J:1J.  He 
is  asking  who  can  hurt  them  if  they  actually  know  that  they  are  following  the 
will  of  God.   Then  he  goes  on  to  elaborate  on  this  and  he  points  out  that  they 
have  a  reward  for  following  G0d's  will,  (vs  14a,  ending,  "Happy  are  ye!)). 
The  word  "happy"  is  the  same  word  as  Jesus  used  in  the  Beatitudes  and  that 
word  means,  "Blessed."   i±aa  Literally  Peter  is  saying,  "Happiness  is,  being 
willing  to  suffer  even  though  you  are  aaixa  living  righteously." 
So  he  goes  on  to  say,  (vs  14b-15).  This  means  to  be  filled  with  courage  and 
not  fear  and  ifxXBaxiiXHxasxaxSaExxtxHHXxtkgxasaaiiaicBrxxKxgBXHipcsHXSMHxaHat 
sxhh  set  apart  the  Lord  in  your  heart.   This  is  what  he  means  by  "sanctify." 
Noramlly,  God  sets  apart,  or  sanctifies  axaaiaaa  the  person  or  individual. 
Peter  is  using  this  point  that  the  believer  ia  to  set  Christ  apart  in  the 
heart.   The  reason  is  that  the  unbeliever  will  see  that  the  Christian  even  in 
the  midst  of  problems,  persecution,  despair  and  all  of  the  other  ills  of  life 
still  has  something  which  keeps  him  going.  Peter  calls  it  a  "hope  that  ia  in 
you."   Then  when  the  unbeliever  asks  how  you  can  have  this  sort  of  outlook 
in  the  midst  of  problems,  you  will  be  able  to  tell  him  it  is  because  of  Jesus 
Christ  who  is  Lord  of  your  life. 
Peter  points  out  that  those  who  persecute  the  Christian  will  be  ashamed  for 


their  treatment  of  the  believer  because  of  the  reaction  the  Christian  is  to 
show  in  these  dire  circumstances.  This  ia  what  he  means  by  "conversation"  in 
ae  16th  verse.   Tvat  word  as  we  said  before  means,  "Conduct,  behaviour."  oo 
he  concludes  this  first  part  with  the  awxxx  words  of  verse  "l7,  "F  r  it  is  bet- 
ter, if  the  will  of  God  be  so,  that  ye  suffer  for  well  doinK,  than  for  evil 
doing."   It  is  obvious  of  course  that  doing  evil,  breaking  the  law  and  so  on 
will  result  in  punishment.   But  living  up  to  the  laws  of  the  land  and  doing 
what  is  right  punishment  is  not  a  normal  result  of  that.  And  Peter  says  to 
suffer  wrongfully  for  doing  right,  is  better  than  to  suffer  for  doing  wrong. 

There  are  two  issues  involved  here  as  Peter  is  pointing  out.  The  first  is  that 
the  believer  will  be  attacked  by  datan  for  being  Gfadly  and  striving  to  live 
righteously.   The  Aposlte  John  wrote  to  strengthen  the  believers  by  saying, 
"Greater  is  He  is  that  is  in  you,  than  he  who  ia  in  the  world."  He  meant  of 
course  that  Christ  indwelling  the  believer  is  stronger  than  tiatan  who  is  in 
the  world  seeking  to  pull  the  believer  away.   But  Jesus  said,  "I  have  overcome 
the  world,"  meaning  that  lie  had  overcome  the  power  of  oatan  and  thus  the 
Christian  rests  in  His  care. 

But  Peter  was  also  pointing  out  that  the  persecution  could  come  not  only  from 
outside  the  church  but  from  within.   I  believe  that  he  foresaw  the  time  when 
-che  church  would  be  composed  of  those  who  wanted  to  do  the  will  of  Christ  and 
of  those  who  sought  to  do  things  in  a  worldly  fashion.  Theodore  iioosevelt 
speaking  to  this  issue  once  said,  (Illustration  of  "Action:  Daring  to  do) 
This  is  why  Peter  now  adds,  (read  vs  '18).  Jesus  was  a  prime  example  of  this. 
There  wasn't  anything  He  did  for  which  the  religious  leaders  of  Ilia  day  had  a 
just  cause  to  accuse  Him,  but  they  did.  They  not  only  accused  Him  they  plan- 
ned and  plotted  and  finagled  until  they  were  able  to  build  a  case  against  Him 
to  have  Him  killed.  But  though  they  killed  the  body,  they  couldn't  Kill  the 
dpirit  and  that  lives  on  the  hearts  of  believers  who  seek  to  live  for  Him. 
60  Feter  now  begins  this  second  section  which  has  two  problems  in  it.   The 
first  problem  is  found  in  the  19th  and  ^Oth  verses,  (read  these).  This  ia  one 
of  the  most  difficult  passages  in  the  whole  Bible  to  interpret.   T^ere  are  at 
least  five  possibilities  concerning  the  meaning  here.  Each  of  them  ksxx 
raises  questions  which  are  unanswerable.  But  there  are  two  possibilities 
which  are  the  most  plausible  as  the  solution.   In  fact,  the  two  of  them  may 
be  intertwined.   These  verses  are  not  of  such  import  that  our  entire  faith 
hangs  upon  them.  This  is  a  question  we  will  want  to  ask  Peter  when  we  see 
tiim  in  eternity. 

Before  the  completed  life,  the  atonement  Jesus  made  for  mankind,  those  who 
diegj  went  to  a  place  called  in  Hebrew,  "oheol,"  and  in  Greek,  "Hades."  This 
was  a  place  which  was  divided  into  believers  and  non-believers  in  God. 
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The  one  part  for  believers  was  called,  "Abraham's  bosom,"  or,  "Paradise."  The 
other  part  was  a  place  of  torment  and  between  the  two  a  gulf  was  fixed.  We 

.n  read  of  this  in  Luke  16,  in  the  example  Jesus  gave  of  Lazarus  and  Dives. 
On  the  cross  Jesaa  said  to  the  dying  thief,  "Today,  thou  shalt  be  with  me  in 
paradise,"  and  then  shortly  thereafeter  He  said,  "Father,  into  Thy  hands  I 
commend  My  spirit. "   2£HX±fc*KxifK  We  confess  in  the  Apo sites  Creed  that  Jesus 
was,  "Crucified,  dead,  and  buried,  He  descended  into  Hades."  oo  when  He  de- 
scended into  Hades,  He  went  tov  the  place  of  the  believing  dead,  or  Paradise. 
And  the  word  "Paradise"  by  the  way,  means,  "Beautiful  garden. "   Jesus  was  there 
three  days.   In  this9verse  is  the  word,  "Preached."  That  word  can  mean  two 
things.  One  is  to  "Proclaim  the  Gospel,"  and  the  other  is  to,  "Herald,"  used 
in  terms  of "Heralding  the  king  or  kingdom."   Thus  one  theory  is  that  Jesus  died 
went  to  Hades  to  the  section  called,  "Paradise,"  and  while  there  He  was  "Herald 
ed  throughout  both  sections  as  the  King  being  there.  He  didn't  actually  preach 
to  anyone,  because  if  He  did  so  then  it  means  the  dead  have  a  second  chance  for 
salvation  and  no  where  is  this  taught  in  God's  Word.   Then  following  JesusS 
TX&   resurrection,  at  His  ascension  Paradise  was  moved  to  the  heavenly  realms. 
Believers  are  no  longer  spoken  of  as  "Descending,"  but  of  "Ascending,"  or  going 

up. 

ae  second  theory  has  to  do  with  Noah  preparing  the  ark.   This  task  took  him 
120  years.  During  this  time  he  was  preaching  to  the  people  around  him.  But  it 
was  the  Jpirit  of  Christ  which  was  actually  speaking  through  Noah.  During  this 
120  year  period  God  waited  and  was  "long  suffering"  as  Peter  says.  But  then 
God  moved  and  destroyed  the  world  and  ill  of  the  unbelievers.  Only  8were 
spared  and  Peter  says  they  were  Kparani  saved  by  water.   It  was  the  water  which 
destroyed  all  the  rest,  yet  it  was  the  water  which  made  it  possible  for  Noah 
and  his  family  to  ride  out  the  flood  safe  in  an  ark.   That  is  what  is  meant  by 
being  saved  by  water  and  it  does  not  mean  that  there  is  salvation  in  baptism 
which  is  the  seond  problem  which  arises  in  the  21st  verse.   Baptism  is  merely 
the  applying  of  water  to  symbolize  XiraxiKBaBXSXxaxxxxH  an  outward  sign  of  an 
inner  belief,   oo  this  then  is  the  two  theories  assixMRxfflayxxKKKXBWxxKfeisiss 
which  are  the  most  plausible  for  what  Peter  meant. 

Peter  closes  this  section  by  pointing  out  wfeax  where  Jesus  is  at  this  time, 
(read  vs  22).  But  the  importance  of  this  section  ia  to  point  out  that  the 
Christian  is  called  to  be  an  imitator  of  Jesus  Christ.   Charles  Colton  tks  an 
English  writer  of  the  19th  century  said,  "Imitation  ia  the  sincerest  form  of 

lattery."   If  we  are  to  be  imitators  of  Jesus  Christ  it  must  be  done  in  com- 
plete sincerity.   We  are  called  to  be  "sincere  Imitators"  of  Him.  Ktaxrant 
How  we  have  come  to  have  the  word" sincere"  in  our  English  language  is  an  inter- 
esting thing.  The  word  comes  to  us  from  the  Latin,  "oINE  CERA."  which  means, 
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"Without  wax."  A  wealthy  person,  or  someone  of  rank  would  employ  a  scultor 
to  sculpt  a  bust  of  them  or  a  member  of  the  family.   If  the  sculptor's  chisel 
slipped  he  might  cut  off  the  nose,  or  an  earlobe.  Or  perhaps  he  would  cause 
x   gouge  in  the  cheek  or  the  forehead.   Rather  than  scrap  that  piece  of  marble 
or  stone,  and  start  over,  many  of  them  would  take  wax  similar  to  the  color  of 
the  marble  or  stone  and  mold  it  to  the  shape  of  the  nose,  earlobe,  or  gouge. 
The  only  way  to  tell  if  there  were  no  wax  moldings  in  the  bust  was  tar  twofold. 
One  test  was  to  take  it  out  into  the  sunlight  and  examine  it,  closely.   There 
in  the  bright  light  it  may  be  discovered.   But  if  it  was  done  too  cleverly, 
the  second  test  was  in  a  heated  room.  They  didn't  have  central  heating  as  we 
have  and  could  not  control  the  temperature  evenly.  XHxmHEiixixkaxiliBXMssii 

K±gncMsxazi^KHaixstBXBxxBiaK^F^Pi«^Breax*H*ay?xttKXWS:^HHXiKszfeHS*XWSKXSxfcsK 
S^XKMB^xttkrxtKBXESiCTXEacaiHKaiKBtXEiSiaiiisxMKXHatKH  Many  of  you  still  remember  the 

old  coal  stoves  and  wood  stoves  from  Jrears  ago,  ana  which  many  are  using  today 

which  overheat  a  room  and  it  was  in  that  atmosphere  the  wax  would  get  soft  and 

lose  its  shape,  or  fall  off  and  it  was  discovered  the  bust  was  not  "Jincere," 

not,  "Without  wax."   It  could  not  stand  the  close  scrutiny  of  the  sunlight. 

We  are  called  to  be  "3oncere,"  that  is  pure,  true,  without  any  falseness. 

(Illustration  of  little  boy  and  "Jesus  sticking  out  of  me") 

Does  the  world  see  Jesus  sticking  out  of  you?  Does  it  see  that  we  are  sincere 

in  our  imitation  of  Him?  It  should  because  we  are  called  to  live  like  Him, 

to  act  like  Him,  and  to  be  people  in  whom  the  world  sees  Him  in  all  things. 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler ,  Pennsy I  vania 
Fourth  Sunday  in  Lent  March  13,  1983 

The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 

Mr.  Harry  Cunningham,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Mr.  Roland  Thompson,  Saxophonist 
Danny  Mangel,  Amy  Vargo  -  Acolytes 
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ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude   "Jesus,  in  Thy  Thirst  and  Pain11   Handel 
^Processional  Hymn  Mo.  323  "Holy,  holy  holy!" 
♦Ascription 
♦Exhortation 

♦Confession  (In  Unison)  "Father  Almighty,  We  know  that 
we  have  gone  into  hiding,  even  though  we  have  been 
made  for  thy  glory.  We  have  tried  to  keep  away  from 
thy  presence.  Forgive  us  and  brint*  us  once  again  to 
the  place  where  we  may  see  thee  and  sing  praises  to  thy 
majesty;  through  Jesus  Christ   Amen." 
•Kyrie 

♦Assurance  of  Pardon 
•Praise 

♦Pastor:  Blessed  be  the  Lord  God! 
♦People:   And  blessed  be  His  Glorious  Nauru;  forevea 
♦Gloria  Patri 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

Joys,  Concerns,  Prayer  Requests 

Hymn  No-  442   "0  Master,  Let  Me  Walk  with  Thee" 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer 

Choral  Prayer  Response  #44E 
Offering 

Offertory  "Lamb  of  God,  Pure  &  Holy"  DiLasso 
*Doxology   382 
Anthem:       "A  Lenten  Prayer"  Powell 

Scripture:         1  Peter  4:1-6 
Sermon:    ''Wayfarer's  Excursion:   Ethics" 
•Closing  HyrrnNo.  613   "Fight  the  Good  Fight" 


> 


> 


Benedj c tion 

Pcstlude  "Soldiers  of  The  Cross,  Aris^-"  Lenel 
++++++++  •Congregation  Standing  +++++++ 
The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mrs.  Mid  Diefendorfer  in  loving  memory  of  her  "Husband" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  *Alta  Kradol ,  Lcis 

Stokes,  Grace  Riddle  and  Pag  Jiaaaruk 
Mr*  &   Mrs,  Gottlob  Kradel  will  greet  the  Congregation 

at  the  door  this  morning, 
Hospitalised;!   Mrs.  Avida  Miller 
Attendance  last  Sunday  was  155  with  11  Visitors 
Don  Kennedy  and  Ray  Covert  will  be  visiting  the  Hospital 

this  week.   They  will  ala<r  be  visiting  a  shut-in  Eld 

an  non-attendin,r>  person. 
Today  -  pick  up  crp,  candy  order  after  church  in  the 

kitchen.   Also  we  have  lets  of  txtraB  tc  distribute. 

Money  due  in  by  March  20th 
Monday  7-ft.  -  Basketball 

Tuesday  and  Thurs.  -  6-Q  -  Aerobics  in  Uo-hobt-th  Hall 
Wed.  -  7:00  -  Chancel  Choir  Practice 

Mrs.  Debby  Christie  will  be  in  the  Nursery  this  morning. 
Bake  sale  at  Butler  Hall  -  Saturday,  M^irch  26  -  sponsored 

by  Activities  Committee.   He:  no-made  pies  will  be 

featured.  Contact  Phyllis  Tait  or  Sandy  Sheppeck  if 

you  want  tc  donate  a  couple  pies- 
wed.  -  3:30  -  Elder  and  Paster  meeting 
Wed.  -  7:30  -  Golden  Circle  Meeting  -  make  fav« rs  for 

trays  at  Sunny view  Homo 
Thurs.  -  10:30  -  Mary  Martha  Circle  Meeting  at  hrmo  of 

Mary  Lou,  Davis . 
Hew  Numbers  will  be  received  on  Falm  Sunday. 
Men's  Good  Friday  Fellowship  Breakfast-  YMCA  -  6:00 

A.M.  -  See  Ken  Weitzel  and  J*  Walter  Harmon  for  tickets 
Women's  Good  Frirlny  Broakfast  -  YWCA  Auditorium.  Guest 

Speaker  -  Kev.  Jean  Henderson  -7:30  A.M.   $175  per 

person  -  Reservations  are  required  -  call  287-5709 
We  are  still  in  need  of  Directors  for  the  Vacation  Bible 

School,   If  you  can  possibly  help  with  this  project 

please  let  someone  in  the  office  know. 
Easter  Lilies  are  now  being  ordered  -  please  si(*n  up 

in  the  Narthex  or  let  Bea  know  if  you  w :  uldi  like  to 

have  a  Lily .  $5.55 
We  need  persons  to  visit  in  the  hemes  for  Church  School. 


f 


".vayrarer'a  jsxcursion!  amies" 
dcripture:  1  Peter  4:1-6 

Ex-Hershel  Walker, footbal  playr;Kan  set  fire  to  self 
?*   rfs  TV  cover,  15  sec; hypo  quest=j>6oneer  famly,baby, 
Indians  etc 
1flAs  Hershel  V/alker,wat  wud  U  hav  dun?  As  Xpian? 
2= J"  TV  cruman  wat  wud  U  hav  dun?  As  privat  citian? 

..'Xpian? 
2*  Wat  wud  U  hav  ansered? 
Wat  ii  Ur  ethical  values? 
Peop  P*a  day  atrugl  thairsilf  stud  up  4  faith, made 
sport  of , persecuted, many  put  2deth 
Was  it  worth  B  Xpian  in  Unxpian  world?, this  queat 
wrestl  with  daily 
P  spok  2thera  thru  lettr  w/words=Vs  l=Head 
He  tel  Blievr  2prep  self  much  lik  Js  prep  Uelf  4 
suffr  &  det'ti 
Arm  jelf=analgy  Gr  solder  puton  protectiv  armor, & 
B  reddy  4  battle 
P  knu  ea  Xpian  fac  posbilty  sufr  4  faith; need  Bpre 
pared  &  only  adeq  protec  2do  lik  Js  did 
B  of  oame  Kind  as  Js«2kno  out  ther  lurk  Calvry  may 
hav  2cllmb 

Only  way  2B  prep  4it,2B  arm  w/things  of  God 
Vs  1a«=refr  2  Xpian  who  Bcuz  faith=juffr  in  fleab." 

but  this  Blievr  no  free  from  sin 
CBASED-rast;Bli«VT  no  hav  sinles  perfectin  thia  life, 

but  he  at  rest  ,away  from  dominatin  of  sin 
Vs  2=spel  this  thot  out  as  weljBcuz  Blievr  £xn  <iB 
free  entaglments  of  worljBcuz  free  thru  Xp,shud  striv 
liv  4-  G  &  not  thing  this  lif  which  tempt, lur,pul  a 
person  away  from  God 

Vf  |=list  thing  Blievr  shud  B  free  of 
l.   ribut  2  Gentils  Bcuz  Blievr  liv  mosly  Gentil  world 
List  P  giv, same  list  cud  giv  <^day,not  nu.nevr  wilB 
Thez  idols  man  folo  2day  as  wel 

P  try  impres  thez  peop  Beua  hav  turn  lif  ovr  Js  Xp, 
1  ther  pric  2B  paid  &  spel  out  VJ  4=lt£AD 
Blievr  shud  kno  1nce  turn  lif  aroun,4mer  crowd  wil 
pok  fun  £■.  try  entic  Blievr  bak  old  ways, dives, &  crowd 
No  one  hate  4mer  drunk, carouser  than  thoa  ince  run/w 
(Illus  man,Blief  miracles, G  turn  beer/whisky  ffnmtur 
P  striv  giv  Blievr  bakbon  stan  agin  crowd  Bcuz  ther 
wil  cum  day  of  reckon 
Lk  wat  say  bout  this=Vs  5»2EAD 
The-',   peop  may  mak  fun  U-taunt ,teas,mayB  spred  lijs, 
Be   U  folo  Js  Xpabut  wil  'iday  stan  B4  HIM=6hudB  Cap) 


That  HIM=Js  Xp,judg  of  all  men. mankind  2/ 

Wil  hav  2  anser  why  turn  bake  on  Him,&  why  they  hav 
ab'ig  torment  thoz  who  wer  Blievrs 
Vs  ht   giv  encourag  word  4  Blievrs 
remind  then  lk  bakwerd  2  peop  2  whom  Gospel  preach- 
they  hear, they  accpt,they  lif,  they  dy 
Br  \   they  accpt  Js  Xp  wer  judg  by  men  whil  in  flesh. 
(w^rd  Accord  2=mean  dwn  &  apk  of  dominatin) 

Thez  Xpian  dominated, or  judg  by  unBlievrs, suffr  4 
dlaith 
But  all  past  a  they  now  liv  hvn  w7God  sp  bodies 
linoourannen  that  man  may  do  utmos  pul  from  God 
&   faith, but  no  can  do  if  U  truly  Blon  2  Him 
P  talk  this  ocrip  of  EI 
Wat  is  Etfc  thing  4  Xpian  *x  2  do?  Is  it  grab  moa 
mony  can.desrt  thoz  hav  work  help  bring  us  2  preser 
worth  m  compny.buenes.or  footbal  team? 
Is  it  ethics  2  watch  spectacl  harm, hurt  sural  els? 
Is  it  ithiea  2  lk  out  4  self  1st,evn  if  means  suml 
els  destroyed  m  proces? 

(Illus  teenagr,dentis  apptepush  sted  null 
many  us  lik  that  girl, 
We've  herd  serms.sung  hymns, leno  Theolgy.but  wil  not 
lern  dif  Btween  liv  4  G,&  liv  4  worl 
On  oundy  play  the  liv  4  God  bit.Kon  thru  Jay  play 
liv  4  worl  bit  J 

We  involy  battl  wil  not  B  won  by  conform  2  worl 

It  battle  use  Ethics  of  Js  Xp 
«*li   h5"1  re3uir  everday.individuly  seek  a3  P  say, 
'^     n  XtVl   SBud  no  lon^  liv  rest  of  "is  time  in 
the  flesh  to  the  lust  of  men, but  to  the  will  of  God. 


"Wayfarer's  Excursion:  Ethics" 
Scripture:  1  Peter  4:1-6 

'.  young  man  played  football  at  a  m^jor  university  for  three  years.  He  was  very 
-gifted,  an  excellent  runner  and  as  a  result  gained  a  tremendous  amount  of 
yards  for  the  team.   In  his  third  year  they  had  an  unbeaten  season.  They  were 
in  a  major  bowl  game  on  New  Year's  day  and  only  in  this  game  were  they  defeated 
The  young  man  fexntxaKHi  was  selected  as  the  Heisman  Trophy  winner  for  that  year, 
MxfcraBKXMkxKKxixxgxxHiixxHxxiiaxiHHXfixKyKX  the  highest  honor  a  college  football 
player  can  receive.   That  young  man  had  one  more  year  h±  to  play  college  foot- 
ball and  it  was  a  certainty  that  he  would  Hat^a  new  collegiate  record  for  yards 
gained  in  a  career.  Not  only  that  but  he  wm±!axBXHkakxxxkxx8xrMindcHX*HKx3t9&*x 
Hi  was  eligible  to  represent  the  United  states  in  the  1984  olypic  games  as  a 
runner  and " it  was  a  pood  certainty  that  he  would  win  one  of  the  coveted  medals. 
But  some  people  fronTa  new  professional  football  team  approached  him  with  an 
unbelievable  sum  of  money.   He  accepted  their  money,  quit  college  and  began 
playing  football  last  ounday.   His  name  of  course  is,  Hersaal  Walker  from  the 
Universtiy  of  Georgia. 
What  would  you  have  done?  Now  as  a  Christian,  what  would  you  have  done? 

A  man  said  that  he  was  going  to  set  fire  to  himself  in  a  certain  town  and  he 
was  going  to  do  it  for  everyone  to  see.   He  contacted  the  local  television 
news  department  so  he  was  certain  it  would  be  televised.   The  television  news 
crew  arrived  early  and  had  everything  set  up  before  the  man  appeared.   He  pro- 
ceeded to  douse  himself  with  a  liquid  and  set  himself  on  fire.   The  television 
cameras  were  turned  on  and  for  at  least  fifteen  seconds  this  spectacle  was 
filmed  and  no  one  tried  to  stop  it.  It  was  stopped  then  and  the  man  was  taken 
to  a  hospital  for  treatment. 

If  you  were  the  news  director  of  the  television  station  what  would  you  have 

done? 

If  you  were  one  of  the  television  crewmen,  what  would  you  have  done? 

As  a  private  citizen  watching  this  spectacle,  what  would  you  have  done?  As  a 

Christian,  what  would  you  have  done? 

Lets  look  at  another  example:   A  teacher  is  teaching  a  class.  He  poses  a  hypo- 
thetical question  to  them.  A  group  of  people  xxxxHgxxHXHXXBgxHBraKKxwixkxHxxisii 
lived  in  a  small  area  in  the  midwest.  They  were  several  families  who  were 
ranchers.  Their  houses  were  mare  of  logs  with  sod  roofs.  These  houses  had 
cellars  dug  beneath  them  where  food  and  things  were  stored.   The  threat  of 
marauding  Indians  was  constantly  with  them.  The  men  never  went  outside  with- 
out their  firearms.   One  day  a  group  of  indians  came  driving  toward  this  small 
popluace  hx  shooting  anything  and  everything  in  sight.   Those  who  were  outside 
fled  to  j&bxk  the  safety  of  their  houses,  or  were  shot  trying  to  get  there. 
borne  of  the  men  who  were  near  home  began  returning  the  fire.   The  indians  sur= 
rounded  the  houses  and  began  shooting  fire  arrows  and  setting  them  on  fire. 
soon  all  of  the  homes  were  in  flames.   As  the  houses  collapsed,  the  indians 
drove  over  the  fallen  roofs  shooting  anything  that  moved.  One  family  was  able 
to  get  to  the  safety  of  the  cellar  and  there  in  the  darkness  they  huddled  as 
they  heard  the  indians  looting  and  ransacking  above  their  heads.   The  family 
consisted  of  a  man,  his  wife,  several  older  children  and.  a  small  baby.   While 
this  was  t  king  place  the  baby  in  need  of  attention  began  to  cry.   The  questior 
was  asked,  "What  would  you  do  in  this  case  knowing  that  the  crying  baby  would 
let  the  indians  know  of  the  whereabouts  of  the  family  and  probably  kill  all  of 
them? 

The  majority  of  the  class  answered,  "strangle  the  baby  and  kill  it."   This  was 
not  a  class  of  high  school,  or  even  college  students.   It  was  a  seminary  class 

of  students  being  taught  to  be  Tlinisters  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  In 
that  instance,  what  would  you  have  answered?  The  texbook  being  taught  from 


was  entitled,  "situation  Ethics, w  by  Joseph  Fletcher  a  clergyman. 
XHXKaKtecHixttaHXHxiHKtaHKHSXMSXKXB  What  are  your  ethical  values?  The  people  of 
eter's  day  were  struggling  with  theirs.   If  they  stood  up  for  their  faith  they 

were  made  fun  of,  persecuted,  and  many  of  them  were  put  to  death.   Was  it  worth 
it  to  k«  try  to  be  a  Christian  in  an  unchristian  world?   These  were  the  quest- 
ions they  wrestled  with  daily.  Peter  spoke  to  them  through  his  letter  with  the 
words,  "Forasmuch,  then,  as  Christ  hath  suffered  for  us  in  the  flesh,  arm  your- 
selves likewise  with  the  same  mind;  for  he  that  hath  suffred  in  the  flesh  hath 
ceased  from  sin."  He  is  actually  telling  the  believer  to  prepare  himself  much 
like  Jesus  prepared  Himself  for  His  suffering  and  death.  Peter  ut.es  the  ana- 
logy of  "arm  yourselves,"  which  has  to  do  with  a  Greek  soldier  putting  on  the 

protective  armor  and  being  ready  for  battle.  Peter  knew  that  each  Christian 
faced  the  possibility  of  suffering  for  his  faith.  For  this  he  had  to  be  pre- 
pared.  The  only  adequate  protection  was  to  do  as  Jesua  did.   Being  of  the  same 
mind  as  Jesus  is  to  know  that  out  there  lurks  a  Calvary  we  may  have  to  climb. 
The  only  way  to  be  prepared  for  it,  is  to  be  armed  with  the  things  of  God. 
At  the  end  of  this  first  verse  Peter  says,  "For  he  that  hath  suffered  in  the 
flesh  hath  ceased  from  sin."   This  is  referring  to  the  Christian  who  because  of 
the  presecution  for  his  faith,  XKuxlKXMfpcraxfcfeKXXiKxfexx  "suffers  in  the  flesh. 
lut  this  same  believer  ia  not  free  from  sin,  the  word  "ceaseed"  means  to  zrat 
"""rest."  The  believer  does  not  have  sinless  perfection,  not  in  this  life,  but 
he  is  at  "rest"  or  away  from  the  domination  of  sin.   This  io  further  spelled 
out  in  the  2nd  verse  where  we  read,  "That  he  no  longer  should  live  the  rest  of 
his  time  in  the  flesh  to  the  lusta"  of  men,  but  to  the  will  of  God."   The  be- 
liever is  to  freed  from  all  of  the  entanglements  of  the  world.   Because  he  has 
been  freed  through  Christ,  he  should  be  striving  to  live  for  God  and  not  for 
the  things  of  this  life  which  tempt  and  lure  ana  pull  a  person  away  from  God. 
Peter  then  lists  the  things  of  the  world  from  which  a  believer  should  be  free. 
(Read  verse  j>).     He  attributes  these  sina  to  the  Gentiles  because  these  be- 
lievers were  living  in  a  mostly  Gentile  world.   T^e  list  which  Peter  gives  is 
a  list  which  suits  our  day  and  age  as  well.   It  is  not  a  new  list,  nor  will  it 
ever  be.  The  list  includes  all  of  the  entrapments  the  world  has  to  offer  which 
pull  man  away  from  God.   These  are  the  idols  man  is  following  today  as  well. 
Peter  is  trying  to  impress  upon  these  people  that  KfesrHxfcfrKx  because  they  have 
turned  their  lives  over  to  Jesus  Christ,  they  must  be  aware  there  is  a  price 
to  be  paid.  He  spells  this  out  in  the  4th  verse  where  we  read,  "In  which  they 
think  it  strange  that  ye  run  not  with  them  to  the  same  excess  of  riot,  speaking 
evil  of  you."  The  believer  needs  to  know  that  once  he  turns  his  life  around, 
the  former  crowd  is  going  to  poke  fun  at  this  and  try  to  entice  the  believer 
back  to  the  old  haunts  and  dens  of  iniquity.  Ho  one  hates  a  former  drunk  or 
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carouser,  than  those  he  once  ran  around  with. 

(Illustration  of  Tom,  his  belief  in  miracles,  but  the  miracle  God  did  in  tunr- 

Lng  beer  and  whiskey  into  furniture). 
Peter  is  striving;  to  give  the  believer  the  backbone  to  stand  against  the  crowd 
because  there  will  come  a  day  of  reckoning.  KxKianixfcBxw&ari  Look  at  what  he  has 
to  say  about  this  as  recorded  in  the  5th  verse,  "Who  shall  give  account  to  Him 
that  is  ready  to  judge  the  quick  and  the  dead."  These  same  people  who  ktk  may 
make  fun  of  you  and  taunt  you  and  tease  you,  and  may  even  spread  lies  about  you 
because  you  are  a  follower  of  Jesus  Christ,  will  one  day  stand  before  "Him" (and 
if  your  Bible  has  a  small  letter  it  should  be  a  capital  "H"  in  front  of  Him) , 
because  it  is  speaking  of  Jesus  Christ  the  Judge  of  all  mankind.   They  will 
have  to  answer  to  Him  why  they  turned  their  backs  on  Him,  and  why  they  may  have 
abused  and  talked  about  those  who  were  believers. 

Peter  closes  this  section  with  the  encouraging  words  of  looking  backward  to  knov 
what  ±KXifeK±KX  is  reserved  for  each  believer  in  the  future.  He  says,  "For,  for 
this  cause  was  the  gospel  preached  also  to  them  that  are  dead,  that  they  might 
be  judged  according  to  men  in  the  flesh,  but  live  according  to  God  in  the 

spirit." 

Peter  is  merely  saying  that  there  were  once  people  to  whom  the  Gospel  was  pre- 
ached, who  accepted  Christ,  they  lived  their  lives  and  they  died.  Because  of 
-their  acceptance  of  that  Gospel,  of  believing  in  Jesus  Christ  they  were  "judgec 
by  men  while  they  were  in  the  "flesh"  or  were  alive.   The  word  which  is  trans- 
lated "according  to,"  means  "down"  and  speaks  of  domination.   These  Christians 
were  dominated,  or  nudged  by  Unbelievers,  suffered  for  their  faith.  But  all  of 
that  is  past  and  they  now  live  in  heaven  with  God  in  their  spiritual  bodies. 
The  encouragment  is  that  man  may  do  his  utmost  to  pull  you  away  from  the  faith 
but  he  cannot  pull  you  away  from  God  if  you  truly  belong  to  Him. 
peter  was  talking  to  these  believers  in  this  scripture  about  ethics.   What  is 
the  ethical  thing  for  a  Christian  to  do?  Id  it  to  grab  the  most  money  we  can 
and  desert  those  who  have  worked  with  us  to  help  us  to  bring  us  to  our  present 
XHilifc  worth  in  a  company,  or  business,  or  football  team?  Is  it  ethics  to  want 
to  watch  a  spectacle  of  something  that  harms  someone  else?  Is  it  ethics  to 
look  out  for  ourselves  first  even  if  it  means  to  destroy  someone  else  in  the 

process? 

(Illustration  of  teenager,  dentist  appointment,  high  intelligence  etc,  #55*i 

Sunday  Sermons  Treasury  of  Illustrations,  Volume  II). 

Many  of  us  are  just  like  that  girl.  WE've  heard  the  sermons,  We've  sung  the 

hymns,  We  know  the  theology,  but  we  will  not  learn  the  difference  between 

living  for  God  and  living  for  the  world.  On  Sunday  we  play  the  living  for  God 

bit,  and  Monday  through  Saturday  we  play  the  living  for  the  world  bit.   We  are 


in  a  battle  which  will  not  be  won  by  conforming  to  the  world.   It  is  a  battle 
using  the  ethics  of  Jesus  Christ.   It  is  a  battle  that  requires  that  every  day 
xgggincgysdegfcggxKaygg  individually  we  seek  as  Peter  says,  "T,  at  he  no  longer 

should  live  the  rest  of  his  time  in  the  flesh  to  the  lusts  of  men  but  to  the 
will  of  God." 
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Mr.  Harry  Cunningham,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Mr.  Roland  Thompson,  Saxophonist 
Chris  Andrews  and  Traei  McMillin  -  Acolytes 
+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  1-++  +  +  ++  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 

OHDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude     "All  Hail  the  Power  of  Jesus'  Name"  Fleischer 
•Processional  Hymn  No.  325  "All  Hail  the  Power  of  Jesus'  Name'' 
•Ascription 
♦Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "Have  mercy  upon  us,  0  God, 
according  to  thy  loving-kindness;  according  to  the 
multitude  of  thy  tender  mercies  blot  out  our  trans- 
gressions, and  our  sin  is  ever  before  us.   Purge  us  and 
we  shall  be  clean;  wash  ub  and  we  shall  be  whiter  than 
snow.   Create  in  us  clean  hearts,  0  God,  and  renew  i 
right  spirit  within  us.   Cast  us  not  away  from  thy 
presence,  and  take  not  thy  Holy  Spirit  from  us.   Amen." 
♦Kyrie 

"Assurance  of  Pardon 
*Praise 

•Pastor:   Blessed  be  the  Lord  God! 
•People:  And  blessed  be  His  Glorious  Name  forever 
•Gloria  Patri 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

Jeys,  Concerns,  Prayer  Requests 

Hymn  No,  399       "Jesus  Call  Ua  o'er  the  Tumult" 
Call  to  Prayer 

Paster:  The  Lord  be  with  you 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit 
Paster:   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer 

Choral  Prayer  Response   (#446) 
Offering 

Offertory  "We  Give  Thee  but  Thine  Own"  Schumann  #515 
^DoxDlogy    362 
Anthem:       "I  Have  Only  One  Life  to  Live1'    Artman 
Scripture;      I-  Peter  4;7-ll 


> 

'     T 


Semen;     "Wayfarer's  Excursion:   Alertness  And 

Concern" 
"Closing  Hymn  No.  260  "And  Can  It  Be  That  I  Should  Gain?" 
Benediction 

Postlude  r     "Christians,  Awake ! "  Handel 

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  •Congregation  Standing  ++++++  + 
The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mrs.  Genevievt  Nobach  and  Beverly  in  loving  memory 

of  "Husband"1  and:  "Father" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  *Rob  Vinrce,  Robert 

Dellen,  Randy  Dell.en  and  Brinn  Kennedy. 
Mr.  Sr  Mrs*  Ed  Walker  will  greet  the  Congregation  and 

Visitors  at  the  door  this  morning* 
■Hospitalized-  Mrs.  Doris  Zavacky 
Paul  Campbell  and  Art  Snyder  will  be  visiting  the 

Hospital  this  week*  They  will  also  be  visiting  in 
+Jhe  hone  of  a  shut-in  and  a  non-attending  person. 
'Tuesday  -  3-10  -  Hnll  has  been  rented  for  Basketball 
Tuesday  and  Thurs.  6-3  -   Aerobic-s  in  Rehobcth  Hall 
Wednesday  -  No  Choir  Rehearsal 
Wed.  7:30  -  Golden  Circle  meeting 
**Mtnday  -  7:30  -  Fidelity  Bible  Class  meet ins 
Saturday  -  (March  26)  -  Bake  Sale  at  the  Butlor  Hall. 
We  still  need  pies*  Contact  Phyllis  Ta.it  or  Sandy 
Sheppuck.   Come  out.  and  support  our  sale* 
TODAY  -  2:00  -  Elders  will  meet  with  Confirmation  Class 
Saturday  -  Easter  Seal  Ere  Hunt  -  at  Alameda  Park  11:00 
Men's  Good  Fri ,  Fellowship  Breakfast  -  YWCA  -  6:00  A.M. 

Sec  Ken  Weitzel  and  J*  Walter  Harmt n  fur  tickets. 
Women's  Good  Fri.  Breakfast  -  YWCA  Auditorium.  Guest 

Speaker-  Rev.  Jean  Henderson  -  7:30  A.M.  $1.75  per 

person  -  Reservations  are  required  -  call  £37-5709 
Tracy  Johnston  will  be  in  Nursery  this  morning. 
Extra  Easter  eggs  are  available.   See  Virginia  Manuel 

in  the  kitchen  following  service  today.   First  ccme. 
Rev.  St   Mrs.  Granville  Cooper  will  observe  their  65th 

Wedding  Anniversary  Easter  Sunday  April  3rd.   Address: 

The  Alliance  Heme  of  The  Christian  Sr  Missionary 

Alliance  770  South  Hanover  St.   Carlisle,  Pa.  17013 
You  can  still  get  Easter  Lilies  today  -  Friee  $5,25 

Please  sign  up  in  the  Narthex  or  in  en  Bea's  desk. 
Attendance  133  -  11  Visitors  last  Sunday 


"Wayfarer's  Excursion:  Alertness  Ana  concern- 
scripture:  1  Per  *:7-'l'l'l 

Gos^  Mt.  24:14, (R3AD) 
P   .n  w/Js  wen  sed;I  knu  Gosp  B  preach  ft  want  peop 
erly  Ch  2B  awar  of  lif  "■  liv  that  lif  d   fullest 
Had  bin  spk  2  fta.em  of  things  of  past  ft  now  spk  d 
'■'•era  of  things  of  futur  Bgin  by  aey:  Vs  7 
P  .  .u  tendency  ea  persn  2B  liv  in  1  of  d   grpa 
Grp  sed  Js  return  anytim  now  ft  ther  no  use  do  anythir 
but  sit  roun  wait  4that  ,itak  plac 
This  grp  wud  liv,thriv  on  anythin  of  dn&   cum  asxMjcti 
to  the  neglect  of  everything  elae=(otil  hav  iday) 
Grp  sed  Js  no  cum  yet  ft  lul  selvs  state  compacency 
ther  concern  strict  41iv  this  lif, get  everthin,comfs 
materil  guds  ft  giv  no  toot  d   end  which  imminent 
Jo  Bum  yrs  pas  sine  resur  ,Ascanain  Js  Xp;4tbem  long  ti 
P  no  mean  worl  go  end  rt  that  pt,merly  pt  out  time 
aproach.  &  as  Js  sed=wud  cum  lik  thief  nite 
P  admon  2B  bout  work  of  L  &  if  shud  cum  whil  stil 
aliv,wud  B  fnd  faithfl  d   task  d   which  called 
His  admon  its  i!=ALEHfrji^,clB  awak,1b  activ,<±B  doing 
This  wat  ment  by  being  sober=we  wud  say=keep  cool 
tied,  or, B  serins  bout  being  Xpian 
Bin  cal  2  the  Xpian  is  2  Watch, &  2B  in  prayer 
the  cal  same  2  Oh  2day,we  R  2B  serius  bout  our  comit 
that  seriusnes  shud  B  reflec  our  prayr  livs 
P  not  only  ment  gen  pray  whic  dS   part  Xpian  daily  lif 
but  ment  pray  specitt  4end  2cuni,ft  in  interim  d~R   activ 
involv  seek  2  liv  4  Js  Xp 
But  now  1  ssy  outothin  may  seem  2B  strang=V«j  B 

mus  translat  word=CHArtITT;haa  cum  2mean  ftiv  aid, help 
Gr  ment=LOVJi;it  typ  Luv  G  taaa  ^ward  ua,ft  is  Luv  produc 
b;  [  op  in  our  harts 

,'=literal  mean=stretcbed  out 
This  luv  2B  our  harts  ,produc  by  U  op  i  is  luv  that 
2B  stretched  out  2  oth.ra 
P  add=Vd  ab=,('aa  he  actul  mean  covr  up  sin?  Hide  it? 
gist  t's  remark  as  Xpians  realiz  imperf; hav _ f alts, 
hav  imperfectins;but  thez  no  keep  from  B  Xpian 
Likwis  fronds, luv  1's  hav  f alts, imperf ectina  alao 
jinoe  realiz  all  same, we  H  no  d   pt  out  f alts, imperf o , 
publish, gossip, or  rumor  bout  them. 
InBted,we  2showr  luv  on  felo  Xpians, ft  no  notio  falts 
(Illue  Adm,  Halsey,Gen  Hacarthur  fishing;both  secrets) 
This  Ibigest  prob  society  2day;'i  rean  so  many  brokn 
marjigs,  peop  no  overlk  sum  falts  othr  persn 
Bu   if  persn  want  2B  Xpian, wil  luv  othr  persn  evn 
with  falts 
Ex  Olivr  Cromwel ,  warts  ft  all 


[we  aj.j.  nav  cnein  St  mus  atr  out;  in  luv  crosars  «       jj^ 
ovrlk  their  warts 
Do  we  read  of  raspona  Js  made  2  Fathr  concern  His  B 
sr  jif  lamb  2B  slauter  4  all  mankind? 
Rvrfd  of  say=Lk  Father, thez  peop  U  ask  me  d   die  4  H 
all  sinners.   I  Can't  do  that.   I'll  die  for  the 
sinles  1's."   Do  we  read  that? 
;Nc  te  read=I  CAM  2CAL  oINNiio  2H3I  JfPiNC  &  GIV  MT  LI? 
A  ttXHSOK  4  MANY 

Js  stret  out  in  luv  d   all  mank= jhudn ' t  we  do  same? 
P  extend  invit  2B  rt  kind  Apian  as  read  Va  9 
[  He  no  talk  grp  Xpians  meet  &  hav  feloship  igethr 
He  talk  of  othr  Xpians  mite  cum  in.;  midst, preach, 
teach  ,&,  travl  from  nothr  plac 
nine  persecu  takplac  P  knu  imperativ  felo  Apian  share 
w/lnothr  &   this  hospitalty  spk  of 

i  now  delv  relm  gifts  3  givn  by  G=Vo  10 
'Vat  actul  sayoXpian  giv  gift/gifts  by  G 
■  Ea  Xpian  shud  B  use  that  gift, gifts  proper  way 

This  wher  lack  in  Xpianty  aday,we  hav  i^aiany  Xpians 
who  Bliev  ther  gift  is  sitting  ft  doing  nothing 
Can  preach  bout  pray  G's  directin  klwat  gifts  mayB 
j  Can  giv  compl  list  fnd  1  Cor  1^,1.j=approx  di, 

but  unles/until  individ  Xpian  Bcum  serius  bout  wat 
he  2B  doing  4  God,thoz  gifts  no  discovered 
P  say  we  H  2use  thez  giffca='lOB 
'■  jTEWAIffl-1  who  govern, rul  houshol  not  hio  own 

U  ft  I  8  2run  G's  houshol;no  Blong  ^ua,but  all  its 
guds  &.  riches  at  our  disposl 
We  rt  2do  this  Beuz  many  sid  gifts  of  G 
His  Grace=Creatin  ft  Hedemptin 

Uft.I  S  2B  about  that  busnes  Just  as  Js  was 
i  5no  up  with  worda-Vs  11 

ihasiz  gifts  under  2  headings 
verbal  tiif ts=pr"Boh,teaohiiiiini3tr  gifts=heal, service 
But  in  ea  &  all  thez  gifts  we  2do  them  that  S  may 
receiv  the  Glory  as  ministr  in  Kame  of  Js  Xp 
(Illus  gill  want  ohang  job  ifcuz  profanty, Jokes  ete) 
i^is  wat  P  say  2all  Xpians  every  age : 
Lk  aroun  U  &  B  alert  2wat  needs  2B  dun 
B  alert  2wat  gifts  G  has  givn  U 
Then  B  concern  enuf  2use  thoz  gifts  among  othr  kjii 
Xpians, among  non=Xpians  ft  do  all  this  2  G's  glory 
It  is  not  jus  sit  idly  by  &  wait  4  2nd  Cum  of  Js  Xp, 
or  4  deth  2  overtak  us 
Insted,  it  2B  activ, ft  aliv,&  living  4  Js  Xp  ea  day 


"Wayfarer's  Excursion:  Alertness  And  Concern" 

ocripture:  1  Peter  4:7-11 

In  the  Gospel  of  Matthew  chapter  24,  verse  14,  we  read,  "And  this  Bospel  of 
the  kingdom  shall  be  preached  in  all  the  world  for  a  witness  unto  all  nations; 
and  then  shall  the  end  come."  Peter  had  been  with  His  Lord  when  He  had  uttered 
those  words.  Peter  knew  that  the  Gospel  was  being  preached  and  he  wanted  those 
people  in  the  early  church  to  be  aware  of  life  and  living  that  life  to  the 
fullest.  He  had  been  speaking  to  them  of  things  of  the  past.  Now  he  speaks 
to  them  of  things  of  the  future.  He  begins  by  saying,  "But  the  end  of  all 
things  is  at  hand;  be  ye,  therefore,  sober,  and  watch  unto  prayer."  Peter  knew 
there  xsxw  was  a  tendency  is  for  each  person  to  be  living  in  one  gXHrcpxHxxikK 
of  two  groups.  First  there  was  the  group  which  said  that  Jesus  was  going  to 
return  at  any  time  and  so  there  was  no  need  to  do  anything  else  but  wait  around 
for  that  to  take  place.  XfcKHXxftKXHXKXsxfcHKXgxHHp  This  first  group  would  live 
and  thrive  on  all  of  the  things  surrounding  the  second  coming,  the  end  of  the 
world  to  the  neglect  of  everything  else.  Then  there  was  the  group  who  said 
that  Jesus  had  not  come  in  this  certain  period  of  time  and  had  lulled  themselve 
into  a  state  of  ebsdiihks  complacency.  Their  concern  was  strictly  for  the  living 
of  this  life,  getting  all  of  its  comforts  and  material  goods  and  giving  no 
thought  to  the  end  which  was  immenent. 

Hot  too  many  years  had  passed  since  the  resurrection  and  Ascension  of  Jesus. 
Probably  around  thirty  years.  rfrHxsxs:Ka^xiiSBBtfHHx£srxiftBXBX£K»BiBxwarxxH«£ 
kHBXXBHS  To  these  people,  thirty  years  was  a  very  long  time  and  this  is  ap- 
proximately the  time  span  which  had  elapsed.   Peter  didn't  actually  mean  that 
the  world  was  going  to  end  right  at  that  point.  He  was  merely  pointing  out 
that  the  time  was  approaching,  and  as  Jesus  had  said,  would  come  upon  them  like 
'A  thief  in  the  night."  Peter  was  admonishing  them  to  be  about  the  work  of  the 
Lord,  and  if  He  should  come  while  they  were  still  alive,  they  would  be  found 
faithful  to  the  task  to  which  they  had  been  called.  His  admonition  is  to 
"Alertness,"  to  be  awake,  to  be  active,  to  be  doing.   This  is  what  is  meant  by 
being  "sober."   ,»e  would  say,  "keep  a  cool  head,"  or,  "be  serious  about  being 
a  Christian."   His  call  to  the  Christian  is  to  "watch"  and  to  be  in  prayer. 
The  call  is  exactly  the  same  to  each  of  us  in  the  church  today.   ,.e  are  to  be 
serious  about  our  commitment.   And  that  seriousness  should  be  reflected  in  our 
prayer  lives.  Peter  meant  not  only  general  praying  which  KicHxxxifcxxxxxan 
should  be  a  part  of  every  Christians  daily  life.  But  he  also  meant  praying 
specifically  to  be  prepared  for  the  end  to  come,  but  during  that  interim  period 
to  be  actively  involved  in  seeking  to  live  for  Jesus  Christ. 

But  then  Peter  says  something  which  may  seem  to  be  very  strange.   In  the  8th 
verse  he  says,  "And  above  all  things  have  fervent  charity  among  yourselves: 


for  charity  shall  cover  the  multitude  of  sins."  First  we  need  to  translate  the 

word  "charity."  This  is  an  old  word  which  has  come  to  mean  giving  money  or  help 

alleviate  suffering  and  so  on.   But  the  Greek  word  means  "Love".   It  is  the 

type  of  Love  that  God  has  toward  ua  and  is  the  love  which  is  produced  in  our 

hearts  hy  the  Holy  Spirit.   The  word  "fervent"  means  literally,  "  tretched  out." 

This  love  which  should  be  in  our  hearts,  produced  by  the  Holy  spirit,  is  a  love 

that  is  to  be"stretched  out"  to  others.   But  then  Peter  adds,  "For  charity,  jor 

love),  shall  cover  the  multitude  of  sins."   Was  Peter  actually  advocating  that 

we  cover  up  sin?  That  we  hide  it?  The  real  gist  of  Peter's  remark  is  that  as 

a  Christian  we  first  of  all  realize  we  are  imperfect.  We  have  faults,  we  have 

imperfection^,  but  these  faults  or  imperfections  do  not  keep  us  from  Being 

Christians.  Likewise  our  friends,  our  loved  ones  have  faults  and  imperfections 

as  well,  oince  we  realize  that  we  are  all  the  same,  we  are  not  to  point  out  the 

faults  and  imperfections  of  others,  frHfcxxxsExiH  or  publish  them  abroad,  or  spread 

gossip  and  rumors  about  them,   Instead,  we  are  to  shower  love  upon  tour  fellow 

Christians  and  we  won't  notice  those  faults. 

(Illustration  of  Admiral  Halsey  and  Gen  MacArthur  fishing;  Halsey  fell  over- 
board ;Macarthur  resuced  him.   Halsey  asked  him  to  keep  a  secret;  He  could  not 
swim;  Kacarthur  promised  he  would  if  Halsey  would  not  tell  that  he  could  not 
walk  on  water). 

"is  is  one  of  the  biggest  problems  we  have  in  our  society  today.  One  reason 
we  have  so  many  broken  marriages  is  because  people  will  not  overlook  some  faults 
in  the  other  person.   But  if  a  person  really  wants  to  be  a  Christian,  he  will 
love  another  person  even  with  their  faults.  Oliver  Cromwell  was  having  his  por- 
trait painted.   The  artist  told  him  he  would  depict  hia  faiSe  on  canvas,  minus  ifc 
the  warts  he  had  on  his  face.   Oliver  Cromwell  said,  "Paint  me  warts  and  all." 
We  all  have  them  and  we  must  "stretch  out"  in  love  to  others  and  overlook  their 
warts.  ajixSHSHKxrjrfaxinciBxSxKxrBKXxxiniBEsxiffBBHwxB  So  we  read  of  any  response 
Which  Jesus  made  to  His  Father  concerning  His  being  the  sacrificial  lamb  to  be 
slaughtered  for  mankind?  Bi  we  read  of  Him  saying,  "Now  look  Father,  these 
people  Jfou  are  asking  me  to  die  for  are  all  sinners.   I  can't  do  that.   I'll  die 
for  the  pinless  ones.",  xixxxk  is  that  what  we  read?   No,  we  read,  I  came  to 
call  sinners  to  repentence,  and  give  My  life  a  ransom  for  many."   Jesus  "stretch- 
ed  out"  in  love  to  all  mankind,   shouldn't  we  do  the  same? 

Peter  extends  the  invitation  to  be  the  right  kind  of  Christian  as  we  read  in  the 
9th  verse,  "Use  hospitality  to  one  another  without  grudging."  He  wasn't  talking 
to  a  group  of  Christians  meeting  together  ana  having  fellowship  together.   He 

as  talking  of  other  Christians  who  might  come  into  their  midst,  preaching  or 
teaching,  but  traveling  from  another  place,  aince  persecution  was  taking  tplace 
in  many  areas,  Peter  knew  it  was iKK  imperative  that  fellow  Christians  share 
with  one  another  and  this  is  the  hospitality  he  was  speaking  of. 


-5- 

Peter  now  delves  into  the  realm  of  gifts  being  given  by  God.  He  says,  (read 
verse  10).  And  what  he  is  actually  saying  ia  that  every  Christian  has  been 

ven  gifts  a  gift,  or  gifts  from  God.  Each  Christian  should  be  using  that  gift 
or  gifts  in  the  proper  way.  This  is  where  we  are  lacking  in  Christianity  today. 
We  have  too  many  Christians  who  believe  their  gift  is  sitting  and  doing  nothing. 
We  can  preach  about  praying  for  God's  direction  as  to  what  our  gifts  may  he;  and 
we  can  give  the  complete  list  of  gifts  as  they  are  found  in  1  Corinthians  I'd  am 
and  1J,  and  there  are  approximately  21  gifts  available  from  God;  but  unless  and 
until  the  individual  Christian  becomes  serious  about  what  he  is  to  be  doing  for 
God,  those  gifts  are  not  discovered. 

Peter  says  we  are  to  use  those  gifts,  "As  good  stewards  of  the  manifold  grace  of 
God."  A  Ht»H  steward  is" one  who  governs,  or  rules  a  household  which  is  not  his 
own."  You  and  I  are  to  run  God's  household.  It  doesn't  belong  to  us,  but  all 
of  its  goods  and  riches  are  at  our  disposal.   We  are  to  do  this  because  of  the 
aany  sided  gifts  of  God.  His  grace  is  His  creation  and  redemption.  You  and  I 
are  to  be  about  that  business,  just  as  Jesus  was. 

Now  Peter  sums  this  ip  with  the  words,  (read  verse  11).   Here  Peter  is  emphasizing 
that  all  gifts  come  under  two  headings.   They  are  either  verbal  gifts,  like 
preaching  and  teaching,  or  they  are  ministering  gifts  like  healing,  service  etc. 

it  in  each  and  all  of  these  gifts  we  are  to  do  them  that  God  may  receive  the 
glory  as  we  minister  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. KtnasKXHSniK 

(Illustration  of  girl  wanting  to  change  jobs  because  of  coarse  Jokes,  profanity 

etc.   Met  young  man  at  water  cooler,  a  fellow  Christian) 

This  is  what  Peter  is  saying  to  all  Christians  in  every  age.  Look  around  you 
and  be  alert  to  what  needs  to  be  done.   Be  alert  to  what  gifts  God  has  given  you, 
Then  be  concerned  enough  to  use  those  gifts  among  other  Christians,  among  non- 
Christians  and  do  all  of  this  to  God's  glory.   It  is  not  just  sitting  idly  by 
and  waiting  for  the  second  Coming  of  Jesus  Christ,  or  death  to  overtake  us. 
Instead,  it  is  to  be  active  and  alive  and  living  for  Jesus  Christ  each  day. 
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+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  '»  +  +  *  + 

(ALTAR)   HOLY  COMMUNION  -  7:30  P.M. 
Prelude    "Chorale:  'Lord,  All  My  Heart  la  Fixed 
on  Thee1"     Schmid 
•Hymn  No.  274    "Alas  I  and  Did  My  Savior  Bleed" 
•Ascription 
•Call  to  Worship 

•Prayer  of  Confession  -  Page  41B  -  (In  Unison) 
■♦Assurance  of  Pardon 
Scripture:   Matthew  26:17-30 
The  Ten  Commandments: 

Pastor:   Let  us  examine  our  lives  in  the  light  of 

God's  Commandments 
People:  Go'  said,  "You  shall  have  no  other  gods  before  1e 
f—  Pastor:   (Response) 

people:  "You  shall  not  take  the  name  of  the  Lord  your 
God  in  vain." 
^—Pastor:   (Response) 

People:  "Remember  the  Sabbath  Day  to  keep  it  holy." 
^}-  Pastor:   (Response) 

People:  "Honor  your  father  and  mother." 
y-Pastor:   (Response) 

People:   "You  shall  not  kill." 
.J"- Pastor:   (Response) 

People:   "You  shall  not  commit  adultery." 
A,  Pastor:   ( Response ) 

People:   "You  shall  not  steal* 
"7rPastor:   (Response) 
'  People:   "You  shall  not  bear  false  witness  against 
your  neighbor." 
f^.Pastor:   (Response) 

"People:   "You  shall  not  covet  your  neighbor's  house; 

you  shall  not  covet  your  neighbor's  wife,  or  his 
manservant,  or  his  maidservant,  or  his  cattle, 
or  anything  that  is  your  neighbor's. 


?-   Pastor:   (Response) 

People:   "I,  the  Lord  your  God,  am  a  jealous  God, 
visiting  the  Iniquity  of  the  fathers  upon 
the  children  to  the  third  and  fourth 
generation  of  those  who  hate  Me,  but  Bhow- 
ing  steadfast  love  to  thousands  of  those 
who  love  Me  and  keep  My  crmmandments. 
/O-  Pastor:   (Response) 
Announcements 
Offering 

Offertory   "0  Dearest  Jesus,  What  Law  Hast  Thou 

Broken?"  Oley 

•Doxology 
Anthem        "Go  to  Dark  Getbsemane"        Young 
Communion  Hymn  Wo.  25s  "When  I  Survey  the  Wondrous  Cross" 
•Institution  and  Consecration  of  the  Elements 

Distribution  of  the  Bread  and  Cup 
•Prayer  of  Thanksgiving 
•Hymn  Mo.  256     "The  Old  Rugged  Cross' 
•Benediction 
"   •Postlude        "Lamb  of  God"  Bizet 

+  +  +  +  +  *  +  +  +  «Congregation  Standing  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
Pres.  of  Council  -  Eliar   and  Mrs.  Harry  Try  will  greet 

the  Congregation  it  1     of  this  evening. 
Those  serving  as  Ushers  this  evening  are:  Dan  Bosko, 

Carl  Vinroe,  Debbie  Melton  and  Martin  Henry. 
Fri.  -  April  1  -  7:00  and  after  Service  -  Choir 

>  Rehearsal. 
oemunion  Cards  are  in  the  Pews  -  If  you  would  like 
them  sent  to  your  home  Church  (If  you  are  visiting 
with  us)  -  please  print  the  name  of  the  Church  or 
your  Pastor  on  the  back  and  it  will  be  forwarded. 

.You  are  all  invited  to  a  Reception  for  Old  and  New 
Members  in  Rehoboth  Hall  after  the  Service  this  even- 
\  ing. 
pule  welcome  our  new  Confirmands  and  new  members  this 
'       evening. 

>hurch  Services  will  be  held  in  the  Sanctuary  at  7:30 
P.  H.  on  Good  Friday  evening. 


>; 


Nursery  will  be  provided 
and  Debbie  Johnston. 


:1  i  a  eveni n ; 


!  y  E3  till 


Ten  Commandments  responses: 

1.  He  is  the  God  who  made  us,  who  redeemed  us,  who 
calls  us  to  be  holy,  who  has  given  us  His  holy 
jord.   We  are  to  fear,  love,  and  trust  God  above 
everything  else, 

-'.  :   are  to  feer  and  love  God  and  therefoee  do  not 
use  His  name  disrespectfully  or  to  curse,  swear, 
lie,  or  deceive;  but  call  upon  Him  with  prayer, 
praise,  and  thanksgiving. 

3.  V/e  are  to  fear  and  love  God  bo  that  we  do  not 
neglect  His  Vord  and  the  preaching  of  it;  hut 
regard  it  as  holy,  and  gladly  hear  and  learn  it. 

4-.  We  are  to  fear  and  love  God  so  that  we  do  not 
despise  or  anger  our  parents  and  others 
authority;  but  respect,  obey,  love  and  serve  then, 

5.  We  are  to  fear  and  love  God  so  that  we  do  not 
hurt  our  neighbor  in  any  way;  but  help  him  in  all 
hia  physical  needs. 

6.  .ie   are  to  fear  and  love  God  so  that  in  matters  of 
sex  our  words  and  conduct  are  pure  and  honorable 
and  husband  and  wife  love  and  respect  each  other. 

7.  .je  are  to  fear  and  love  Sod  so  that  we  do  not  take 
our  neighbor 'n  money  or  property,  or  get  them  in 
any  dishonest  way;  but  help  him  to  improve  and 
protect  his  property  and  means  of  making  a  living, 

8.  We  are  to  fear  and  love  God  so  that  we  do  not 
undermine,  slander,  or  lie  about  our  neighbor; 
but  defend  him,  speak  well  of  him,  and  explain 
his  actions  in  the  kindest  way. 

9.  ..e  are  to  fear  and  love  God  so  that  we  do  not  de- 
sire to  get  our  neighbor's  possessions  by  achem— 
log,  or  by  pretending  to  have  a  right  to  them; 
but  always  help  him  build  up  and  keep  what  is 
rightfully  his 

10.  ie   as  poor  sinners  must  confess  to  God  that  we 
are  guilty  03  many  sins,  that  we  are  sorry  for 
those  sins  committed,  and  ask  for  mercy;  promising 
with  God's  help  to  do  better. 

If  we  can  do  this,  then  we  can  also  examine  our  li 
lives  in  the  light  of  what  God  has  done  in  and 
through  the  life,  death  and  resurrection  of  Jesus 
Christ ,  and  in  that  Light  we  can  know  and  have 
forgiveness.     Amen. 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler i  Pennsylvania 
GOOD  FRIDAY  April  1,  1983 

The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 

Mr.  Harry  Cunningham,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Mr.  Roland  Thompson,  Saxophonist 


+  +  + 


+  + 


HOLY  COMMUNION  (ALTAR)  7:30  P.M. 
Prelude    "In  Memoriam"  from  Blood  Sacrifice"  Kegedus 
•Hymn  No.  258    "When  I  Survey  the  Wondrous  Cross" 
•Ascription 
•Call  to  Worship 

•Prayer  of  Confession  (Unison)  "0  Lord,  that  we  dare  confess 
anything  at  all  to  You  before  our  brothers  and  sisters 
here  in  this  church  today  is  proof  that  me  believe  that 
You  already  know  us  as  we  are;  that  we  believe  that 
You  are  able  tu  do  something  about  it;  and  that  we  are 
willing  to  step  from  our  worlds  of  pretense,  fantasy 
and  illusion  into  a  kind  of  "facing-up-to-things-as- 
they-are"  wehere  You  can  touch  us,  and  forgive  us,  and 
love  us,  and  accept  us  and  make  us  new.  This  is  hard, 
Lord,  but  here  we  are.   Amen." 
(Silent,  personal  confession) 

"And  not/ Lord,  I  confess  specifically  to  .  .  ." 
(Pray  individually  and  silently) 
Minister  only:  Amen, 
•Assurance  of  Pardon 
Scripture:   Matthew  27:15-54 
Responsive  Heading  -  Page  272 
announcements 
Offering 
Offertory 
•Doxology 
Anthem  "0  Man  of  Sorrow"  Carnetjhi 

Communion  Hymn  No.  2B4"Q  Sacred  Head,  Now  Wounded" 
•Institution  and  Consecreation  of  The  Elements 

Distribution  at   the  Bread  and  Cup 
•Prayer  of  Thanksgiving 
•Hymn  No.  270  "I  Believe  in  a  Hill  Called  Mount  Calvary" 

Benediction 
•Postlude  "?infonia  from  'Seven  Words  of  Christ  on  the 

Cross ' " 


Serving    as    Ushers    this    evening    are:       Martin  Henry, 
Pan!  Tait,   Virginia  Mangel   and  Ann  Williams 

Chancel  Choir  Rehearsal  this  evening  after  the  Service 

If  you  are  visiting  the  Church  this  evening.     Please 
put  your  name  of  your  church  on  the  back  of  the 
Communion  card  and  it   Jill  be  forwarded   to  your 
Church. 

Nursery  will  be  provided  this  evening  by  Elain  Wogan 
and  Debbie  Johnston. 


Invite  all  to  Communion 
If  cannot  kneel,   please   stand,   no  need  embarrassed 

Welcome  to  festive  Easter  Service   11:00  A.M.,   we  wil] 
celebrate   the  Joy  of  the   .lisen  Lord  and  Savior,   Jesus 
Christ. 
At  that  servcie  we  will  receive  and  deciate   the 
'.ova  Loaf  offering.     One  half  will  go  to   rforld 
for  relief  work  in  the    Judan,   one  half  will  remain 
here  for  local  '.;ork  anions  the  needy. 

1'he  Benevolent  Committee  will   take   char  :e  of   this 
offering. 


"In  God's  Dear   Name,    I   Close  My  Weary   Eyes1'  Bach 


Gall  To  Korshipi 

In  those  days  and  in  that  time,  says  the  Lord,  the 
people  of  Israel  and  the  people  of  Judah  shall  comej 
and  they  shall  siek  the  lord  their  'iod. 

They  shall  ask  the  way  to  2 ion  with  faces  turned 
toward  it  saying,  "Corns,  let  us  join  ourselves  to 
the  Lord  in  an  everlasting  covenant  which  will  nevei 
he  forgotten. " 

As  Moses  lifted  up  the  serpent  in  the  wilderness, 
so  Must  the  jon  of  Man  be  lifted  up,  that  whoever 
believes  in  cim  may  have  eternal  life. 


Assurance  of  iardon: 

This  statement  is  completely  reliable  and  should 
be  universally  accepted:  Christ  Jesus  entered  the 
world  to  resuce  sinners. 

lie  personally  bore  our  sins  in  His  body  on  the 
cross,  so  that  we  might  be  dead  to  sin  and  be  alive 
to  all  that  is  good. 

God's  mercy  never  ends. 

To  all  who  confess  in  true  penitence,  we  can  be^_ 
lieve  that  we  are  forgiven,  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord.  Amen. 


ST,  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHHIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Palm  Sunday  March  27,  1983 

The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 

Mr,  Harry-  Cunningham,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Mr.  Roland  Thompson,  Saxonphonist 
Chris  Andrews  and  Traci  McMillin  -  Acolytes 
+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  t  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 

OHDKH  OF  WORSHIP  11:00  P.M. 
Prelude    "Hosanna  to  the  Son  of  David"   Joulain 
•Processional  Hymn  No.  249  "All  Glory,  Laud  and  Honor" 
•Ascription 
•Exhortation 

"Confession  (In  Unison)  "Our  Father,  as  on  this  day  we  keep 
the  special  memory  of  our  Redeemer's  entry  Into  the  city,  so 
grant,  0   Lord,  that  now  and  ever  He  may  triumph  in  our 
hearts.  Let  the  King  of  Grace  and  Glory  enter  in,  and  let 
us  lay  ourselves  and  all  we  are  in  full  and  joyful  homage 
before  Him;  through  the  same  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.   Amen." 
•Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon 
•Praise 

♦Pastor:   Blessed  be  the  Lord  God! 
•People:   And  blessed  be  His  Glorious  Name  forever 
•Gloria  Patri 
Announcements 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Joys,  Concerns,  Prayer  Requests 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:  Let  us  pray. 
Prayer 

Choral  Prayer  Response   #446 
Offering 

Offertory  "Now  Lot  All  Loudly  Sing  Praise  to  God 
The  Lord"  Bach 

The  Rita  of  Confirmation  -  The  Charge:   The  Vows: 
•The  Apostles  Creed  -  Page  137  -  Congregation  and  Confirmands 
The  Confirmation:   The  Confirmation  Prayer 
Janet  Bowser,  Heather  Covert,  Beth  Hartley, 
Brian  Hollefreund,  Traci  McMillin,  Lori  Penrod, 


Beth  Ann  Tait,  Amy  Vargo,  Julee  vareo  and  Diane 

Zavacky 
The  Reception  of  Adult  Members  -   By  Letter  of  Transfer 

Mrs.  Glenda  Penar  and  Mr.  Jules  Smith 
Anthem:         4,Antiphonal  Hosanna"  Smith 

Scripture:   Luke     19:23_il3 
Sermon:         "Reflections  On  A  Hill" 
Prayer 
•Hymn  of  Dedication  No.  2aa  "Hosanna,  Loud  Hosanna" 
•Benediction 

•Postlude  "Narch"  Pe'.ers 

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  ^  +  +  *  +  +  +  +  t  +  <,  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mr.  &   Mrs.  William  Johnston  in  memory  of  "Loved  Ones" 
Tfce  Palm  Crosses  will  he  given  out  at  the  door  this 
morning.   They  were  given  in  memory  of  Mr.  &   Mrs. 
John  J.  Sweeney  oy  the  AlvinJTait  Family^^-iTf r 


> 


Hospitalised:   Marie  HenryrDoris  Zavacky  "Herman 
Llppold.  /"  £**>g£kfc,  'SJ7T-&t^     (f/tt  ^"r-M&J-    »)T£t.y 

Poland  Thompson  and  Harry  Fry  will  be  visiting  the 

Hospital  this  week,  plus  a  shut-in  and  a  non-attending 

person . 
The  Women's  Fellowship  bought  the  Corsages  and 

boutonniere  for  the  Confirmation  Class  today. 
April  10th  is  open  for  Flowers  -  If  you  would  like  to 

have  this  Sunday  -  please  sign  up  in  the  Narthex. 
The  P.  A.  System  has  a  total  of  $2,198  in  it  at 

present.   The  System  will  be  temporarily  installed  for 

you  to  see  and  hear  on  April  loth.  The  cost  of  the 

installation  will  still  be  collected  for  memorials. 

Let  Boa  know  or  drop  it  in  the  offering  plate  with 

information. 
Last  Chance  today  to  get  Baster  Lilies  for  next  Sunday 

Price  is  5.25  -  Let  Bea  know 
Mon  -  7:30  -  Elders  Association  Meeting 
Mon.  -  7-9  -  Hall  is  rented  for  A  Basketball  ?ame. 
Tues.  &   Thurs.  -  6-8  -  Aerobics  in  Rehoboth  Hall 
^Thurs.  -  7:30  -  Holy  Communion  on  Maundy  Thurs.  -  Right 

after  the  Service  -  Reception  for  Old  and  New  Members 

in  Rehoboth  Hall 

_^>Fri .  -  7:30  -  Holy  Communion  on  Good  Friday 

Last  chance  to  get  tickets  to,  All  Good  Friday  breakfasts 
today,   ei  Ken  weitzel  and  Chas.  Prnar. 


"Keflections  On  A  Hill" 
Scripture:  Ik  19:29-48;  Texts:  Lk  19:41,  '+5,  47 

£!iytUacPs??T't  out  lik  any  othr  day  in  Jeru 
m   :tplac  ful  swing  &  peop  euin/go,buy/sel, trade 
sum  cum  2marktplac,sum  lv  50  home;all  on  busnes 
was  on  this  day  event  wud  tranapir  which  wud  set  in 
mc  'p  series  events  culminat  in  complet  tranfif  world 

1.4iay  which  cud  B  sed,the  world  nevr  sane  agin 
Trio*  2watwas  2tak  plac,preachr  questinble  credentilf 
made  arangment  2entr  Holy  City 
Bgen  rid  dim  rd  lead  Ht  Oliv  in2  Jeru 
As  Bgan  descent  discips  &   crowd  drawn  by  ris  r.hout 
aclamatin  3gan  thro  palm  branc  &   clothin  in2  rdway 
2day  we  cal  this  red  carpet, this  4runer  of  it 
as  peop  thru  plam/clothin  they  shout=Vo  ^ii-A.^J 
Here  was  prophcy  wh  Js  had  made  erlier  c uning  tru 
as  travl  2ward  Jeru, taut  on  way  in  LK  15:34(itKAiQ 
Here  coupar  self  2  mothr  hen  who  seek  comf,safty 
&  then  He  predict=V,i  55  ijKAD 

But  this  proph  no  jus  4  that  time, but  4  time  2cum 
v/ritra  tel  usplac  on  r<£  lead  dwn  lit  Oliv  wher  Jeru 
view  of  is  absolutly  breathtaking 

Tempi  mos  spectculr  site  of  city;hug  bldg  927ft  sq 
jet  on  Mt  Koriah  &  thus  stud  abuv  res  Jeru/*  w/glitr 
gold, snowy  marbl, pilars ,terac  upon  terse  site  2Bhold 
jymtricly  desine  bldg  held  no  fewr  than  210,000  peo 
&  this  site  (greet  Js  start  cum  dwn  Kt  Olivs 
He  greet  by  throng  peop  shout  praiB,whil  sum  in  crow 
detractrs ,the  Pharsees 

They  tol  Him  23hut  up;2silenc  prais  of  self 
He  anaer=tfi  40 
He  knu  this  par  G's  plan,&  mere  man  cud  no  thwartit 
Ian  can  nevr  put  dwn  or  stop  wat  G  has  started 
At,  this  pt  jorny,Js  stop  &  we  0  1st  thins  tuk  plao 
His  lif  ,in  1  His  final  days=Vo  frWjAI) 

1st  iieflectin  on  this  bill-HJ  0-{IED;Literaly  UHLSi) 
.jadnes  creat  by  wat  He  set)  erlyr  bout  Jeru=Lk  13;?4 
rie  sot  2sho  that  luv,that  protectin,that  salvatin 
which  G  provid  4them,but  they  didnt  want  it 
They  wudnt  acept  it 
I  Bliev  wer  Js  stall  midst  natin  2day  wud  weep  agin 
,Ve  hav  herd  mesag,many  peop  kno  Gospl  &  kno  wat  mus 
do, but  how  many  actul  kno  Js  Xp  personly  &  d   liv 
4  Hid??? 
(Illus  Germany, church, confirmat in) 
Is-t  that  wat  mus  say  bout  Confirmatin  we  go  thri 

How  many  thea  yng  peop  wilB  ch  next  yr  this  time? 
MayB  shud  ask,How  many  wilB  in  ch  2-3  wks  f/2day? 


How  mant  thsr  parent  concern  enuf, or  comit  enuf  20 
they  cum  2  ch  &  bring  thea  yn^  peop  w/them? 
i'b '  -  wat  Js  weep  ovr  Jaru,&  this  mus  mak  weep  2day 

vss  45-46=event  prob  tuk  plac  aex  day«Monday 
this  actul  2nd  clens  of  Tempi, &  shud  indicat  import 

Js   lac  upon  propr  worship  &   conduct  ch  busness 

1s  -  clens  tuk  plac  Bgin  minstry  read-=Jn  chap  2 
Shis  now  2nd  Reflectin  On  A  Hill  we  0  of  Js 

This  Ret lectin-HE  TRIED .   Oh  how  lie  TitllSD 
Cvr  &  ovr  spok  liv  propr  lif  4  God; He   spok  luv  G 

w/hart, soul, mind  complety  &  yet  wat  find  precinc  Temp 
Sverthinp;  was  strictly  busnes 

Ther  actul  notnin  wrong  wat  do, was  how  they  do  it 
Insid  precinct  Temp  shops  2sel=wine,H±xaj  oil, salt, et 
sold  aheop,birds,oxen;e3cchanc  Gr,Hom  coin  4  Jew  coir 
Thea  Jew  coin  pay  Tempi  taxjal  thez  legitimate 

But  merehan  sold  les  than  perf  animal, bird  4  perf/prj 
charg  dble,trpl  wat  shud  2exchang  eoinjin  gen  cheat 
tc  bilk  worshiprs  w/racket  conduc  Tempi  grounds 
This  wat  Js  oppos  2 

His  desparat  actin  las  ditch  atempt  2get  peop  rt  w/G 
Ther  lesn  in  this  4  Xpiatl  Oh  2day  as  wel 

Ja  sho  ther  plac  4  riteous  indignatin  within  church 
wen  Oh  Bcum  overly  obsesed  w/mony,mak  mony ,acumul 
mos  intrest  on  mony  St  othr  evil  inherent  in  mony  & 
mony  manasment,then  time  suml  get  angry  &  chang 
the  tactics  &  policies 
4th  is  not  2operat  lik  busnes  &  mus  sho  profit 

Ch  is  in  operatin  4  salvatin  ofer  by  &  thru  Js  Xp 
n'eti  los  3ite  main  purpos  it  is  in  troubl 
This  wat  Js  was  seek  2clens  wen  drov  peop  out  Temp: 

E  .  ther  1iaor  Reflectin  Cn  A  Hill  &   lern  vs  4? 
»j  hav  seen  Js  O^I^D.HJ  T,ii;',U  '"-.  now  0  end  result  of 
ministry, peop  sot  2destroy  Him  &  m  D12J 
4  His  sinles, loving  life  He  was  destroyed 

(Illus  small  boy, hear  of  crucifixin,cry  silently; 

mothr  tel  not  2  tak  preachr  seriusly) 
Ch  priests, Scribes, religua  ldrs  did  tak  preachr»Jii 
seriusly  &  they  killed  Hia  IT'i  DI3D 
But  peop  in  Xpian  ch  no  tak  Him  3eriu3ly  enuf  2day 

i'/at  wud  hapen  if  they  did?  Can  we  aclaim  Him  this 

morn  as  the  1  who  cums  in  the  name  of  the  Lord? 
Or  is  that  sumthin  ive  read  of  in  a  Jcrip  lik  this 
&  it  merely  Saf lectins  On  A  Hill  &  nothing  more? 

HE  CRIED,  US   THIED,  ,    it  was  all  4U  &  me 


"inflections  On  A  Hill" 
Scripture:  Luke  19:29-4-8 
Texts:  Luke  19:*1;  4-5;  4-7 

-tie  day  had  started  out  much  like  any  other  day  in  Jerusalem.   The  marketplace 
was  in  full  awing  and.  people  were  coming  and  going,  buying  and  selling.  People 
were  hurrying  to  the  marketplace  from  their  homes  while  others  were  returning 
home  from  their  early  morning  errands.   It  was  on  this  day  that  events  Kftiisiix 
would  transpire  which  would  set  in  motion  a  series  of  events  culminating  in  the 
complete  trans foramtion  of  the  world.  It  was  a  day  of  which  it  could  be  said, 
the  world  would  never  be  the  same  again. 

Prior  to  what  was  to  take  place  a  preacher  of  questionable  credentials  had  made 
arrangements  to  enter  this  Holy  City.   He  began  riding  down  the  road  leading 
from  the  Mount  of  olives  into  Jerusalem.   As  He  began  His  descent,  His  disciples 
and  the  crowds  around  Him,  drawn  by  the  rising  shouts  of  acclamation  began 
throwing  palm  branches  as  well  as  their  clothing  in  the  roadway  for  Him  to  ride 
upon.   Today  we  put  out  what  is  called  the  Red  Carpet  for  visiting  dignitaries. 
This  was  the  forerunner  of  the  Red  Carpet.   As  the  people  threw  their  palms  and 
clothing  into  the  pathway  they  shouted  as  we  read  in  the  38th  verse  of  this 
Scripture,  "Blessed  be  the  King  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord:  peace  in 
heaven,  and  glory  in  the  highest."   Here  was  a  prophecy  which  Jesus  had  made 
jarlier  coming  true.   At  that  time  He  was  traveling  towards  Jerusalem,  teaching 
on  the  way.   We  find  this  recorded  in  the  13th  chapter  of  Luke.  In  the  34-th 
verse  we  read  of  His  lament  over  Jerusalem,  (read).   He  compares  Himself  to  the 
role  of  a  mother  hen  who  seeks  nothing  but  the  comfort  and  safety  for  her  brood. 
And  then  He  predicts,  or  prophecies  what  will  happen  at  a  future  time,  as  we 
read  in  the  35th  verse,  (read).   But  this  prophecy  was  not  just  for  the  time 
which  our  Scripture  of  this  morning  relates.   But  it  is  a  time  which  will  come 
at  a  yet  future  date  in  which  Jesus  Christ  will  appear  and  the  Jewish  people 
will  then  recognize  Him  for  what  He  is  and  has  been. 

Writers  tell  us  that  there  is  a  place  on  this  road  leading  down  from  the  Mount 
of  ulives  where  the  view  of  Jerusalem  was  absolutely  breathtaking.   The  Temple 
was  the  most  spectacular  sight  of  the  city.   Here  was  a  huge  building  which 
occupied  a  square  of  almost  1000  feet.   To  be  exact  it  was  92?  feet  xmhe  square. 
The  Temple  was  set  upon  a  Mount  Horiah.   Thus  it  stood  above  much  of  the  rest 
of  Jerusalem  and  with  its  glittering  gold,  snowy  marble,  grriiaxEii  pillars,  ter- 
race upon  terrace,  it  was  a  sight  to  behold.   The  very  symmetrically  designed 
building  held  within  it  no  fewer  than  210,000  people.   This  was  the  sight 
-which  greeted  Jesus  as  He  was  starting  to  come  down  the  Mount  of  Olives.   He 
was  greeted  by  this  throng  of  people  shouting  His  praises,  while  some  of  the 
people  in  that  throng  were  sti  also  His  detractors,  the  Pharisees.   They  told  Hin 


to  shut  them  up.   To  silence  their  praise  of  Himself.   He  answered, "I  tell  you 
that,  if  these  should  hold  their  peace,  the  stones  would  immediately  cry  out." 

i   knew  this  was  a  part  of  God's  plan  and  mere  man  could  not  thwart  it.  Nan  car 

never  put  down,  or  stop  what  God  has  started. 

At  this  point  in  His  journey,  Jesus  stops  and  we  see  the  first  thing  which  took 

place  in  His  life  in  one  of  these  final  days.   In  the  Mst  verse  we  read,  "And 
when  He  was  come  near,  He  beheld  the  city,  and  wept  over  it." 

The  first  Reflection  on  this  hill,  is  that  Jesus  cried.   He  literally  cried! 

His  sadness  wa3  created  by  what  He  had  said  earlier  about  Jerusalem.   "Jerusalen 

Jerusalem,  which  killest  the  prophets  and  stonest  them  that  are  sent  unto  thee; 
how  often  would  I  have  gathered  thy  children  together,  as  a  hen  doth  gather  her 
brood  under  her  wings,  and  ye  would  not." 

He  sought  to  show  them  that  love,  that  protection,  that  salvation  which  God 
was  providing  for  them,  but  they  didn't  want  it.   They  wouldn't  acce.t  it. 
I  believe  that  if  Jesus  were  to  stand  in  the  midst  of  our  nation  today  He  would 
weep  again.   ,ve  have  heard  the  message,  many  people  know  of  the  Gosepl  and  know 
what  they  must  do.  But  how  many  actually  know  Christ  personally  and  are  living 
for  Him? 

(illustration  of  Germany,  church  and  confirmation) 

Isn't  that  what  we  must  say  about  the  Gonfii>mation  we  go  through  each  year? 
Tow  many  of  these  young  people  will  be  in  church  next  year  at  this  time?  M  ybe 
"we  should  ask,  "How  many  will  be  in  church  a  few  weeks  from  today?"  How  many 
of  their  parents  will  be  concerned  enough,  or  committed  enough  to  see  that  they 
come  to  church  and  bring  these  young  people  with  them?   This  is  what  Jesus  was 
weeping  over  in  Jerusalem  and  this  is  what  xhkx  makes  Him  weep  today. 
We  read  in  the  45th  and  46th  verses,  (read  these).   This  event  probably  took 
place  the  next  day,  on  honday  morning.   This  is  actually  the  second  cleansing 
of  the  Temple,  which  should  indiaate  the  importance  Jesus  placed  upon  proper 
worship  and  the  conduct  of  church  business.   The  first  cleansing  took  place  at 
the  beginning  of  His  ministry  and  is  recorded  in  the  2nd  chapter  of  the  Gospel 
of  John. 

This  is  the  second  Reflection  msxsshxbx  on  a  Hill  we  see  of  Jesus.   He  tried. 
Oh  how  He  tried.   Over  and  over  asain  He  spoke  of  living  the  proper  life  for 
God.  He  spoke  of  loving  God  with  heart  and  soul  and  mind  completely.   Yet, 
what  did  He  find  in  the  precincts  of  the  Temple?  Everything  was  strictly  busi- 
ness. There  was  actually  nothing  wrong  with  what  they  were  doing,  it  was  how 
they  were  doing  it.   Inside  the  precincts  of  the  Temple  there  were  shops  set 

up  which  sold  salt,  wine,  oil,  and  other  things  needed  for  sacrifices.   They 

took 
sold  sheep  and  oxen  and  birds.   Then  there  were  those  who  EsmtKXtaS  Roman  and 

Greek  money  and  exchanged  it  for  Jewish  coins,  which  were  the  only  coins  which 
could  be  used  to  pay  the  Temple  tax.   All  of  these  things  were  legitimate. 
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But  the  marchants  kasi  were  selling  less  than  perfect  animals  and  birds  for 
perfect  prices;  they  were  charging  double  or  triple  what  they  should  have  to 
exchange  the  coins;  and  in  general ,  were  cheating  and  bilking  the  public  with 
their  rackets  conducted  on  Temple  grounds.   This  is  what  Jesus  was  opposed  to. 
His  desparate  action  was  a  last  ditch  attempt  to  get  the  people  right  with 
God,    There  is  a  lesson  in  this  for  the  Christian  Church  today  as  well. 
xHaiKxiKxax^iSEs:  Jesus  is  showing  that  there  is  a  place  for  righteous  indigna- 
tion within  the  church.   When  the  church  becomes  overly  obsessed  with  money, 
making  money,  accumulating  the  most  interest  on  money  -md  the  other  evils  in- 
herent in  money  and  money  managament,  then  it  is  time  someone  gets  angry  and 
changes  thosexstrategies  and  policies.   The  church  is  not  in  teaxxxKsx  operatic 
like  a  business  to  always  be  showing  a  profit.   The  church  is  in  operation 
for  the  ssxx  salvation  offered  by  and  through  Jesus  Christ.   ihen  it  loses 
sight  of  that  main  purpose,  it  is  in  trouble.   This  is  what  Jesus  was  seeking 
to  cleanse  when  He  drove  those  people  out  of  the  Temple. 

But  there  is  one  more  Reflection  On  A  Hill^  and  we  learn  of  this  from  the 
47th  verse,  (Read  this).  fie   have  seen  that  Jesus  Cried;  He  T-pied;  and  now 
we  see  the  end  result  is  that  He  Died.   For  His  sinless,  loving  life,  He  was 
destroyed. 

(Illustration  of  small  boy  hearing  preaching  of  crucifixion,  crying  silently; 
mother  tells  him  not  to  take  preacher  seriously;  Preaching,  #213,  Cunday 
3ermons  Illustrations,  Volume  I,  page  110). 

The  Chief  Priests  and  the  Scribes  and  the  religious  leaders  did  take  Jesus 

the  preacher,  seriously  and  they  killed  Him.   He  died.   But  the  people  in  the 

church  today  don't  take  Him  seriously  enough.   What  would  happen  if  they  did? 

Can  we  acclaim  Him  this  morning  as  the  One  who  comes  in  the  name  of  the  Lord? 

Or  is  that  just  something  we  read  about  in  a  Ccriptura  like  this  and  it  is 

merely  some  Reflections  On  A  Hill?,  and  nothing  more?   He  Cried,  He  Tried, 

He  died,  and  it  was  all  for  you  and  me. 
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Sermon: 
•Hymn  Ho.  292 
♦Benediction 
*Postlude 


"Dream  Along  With  Me" 

"Because  He  Lives" 
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ORDER  OF  WORSHIP 
Prelude     "Praise  to  Our  God"  Valpius 

Call  to  Worship 

Pastor:   Why  seek  ye  the  living  among  the  dead?  He  is 

risen! 
People:  He  is  risen  indeed! 
Pastor:   Let  us  worship  God 
•Processional  Hymn  No.  289  "Christ  the  Lord  is  Risen  Today 
"Invocation:   (In  unison) 

Almighty  God,  whose  Son,  our  Savior  Jesus  Christ, 
broke  the  seal  of  the  tomb  and  came  forth  in  glory,  we 
laud  and  magnify  ¥our  holy  name.   Let  us  see  the  cross 
and  then  the  empty  tomb  for  we  cannot  stand  hopeless 
before  such  glory*   Let  Jesus  who  conquered  the  grave, 
sin  and  death,  come  into  our  hearts*  our  homes,  and  our 
church*  May  He  conquer  our  wills  and  our  lives  to  reign 
supreme  in  each  of  us  this  Easter  Day.   Let  the  Light 
of  YOur  Word  be  a  lamp  to  our  feet,  and  the  Light  of  the 
Risen  Christ  a  beacon  to  our  path.  In  His  name  we  pray 
*Fraise 

Pastor;   Blessed  be  the  Lord  Godl 

People:   And  blessed  be  His  Glorious  Name  forever! 
"Gloria  Patri 
Announcements 

Joys,  Concerns,  Prayer  Requests 
Hymn  No.  298       "Christ  Arose" 
Dedication  of  Love  Loaves 
Easter  Prayer 
Offering 

Offertory  "0  Sons  and  Daughters, 


tv*~ 


*Doxology 

Easter  Anthem        "The  Good  News" 
-ipture:    Matthew  27:62-to  28:8 


Let  us  Sing!" 
French  Melody 


Wagner 


"From  Thy  Throne  So  High"       Gluck 
++++++++  *Congregation  Standing  +++++++ 
The  Lovely  Lilies  on  the  Chancel  and  Altar  can  be 
taken  after  the  Service-   If  there  are  many  left  we 
will  need  help  in  taking  them  around  to  the  Shut-ins. 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:   *Charles  Penar,  Dan 
Bosko*  David  McMillin. 
-  Nursery  will  be  provided  today. 

.Hospitalized:   Amy  Burns,  Dutch  Bolam,  Paul  Campbell* 
Theresa  Nicholas,  Sara  Snow  and  Doris  Zavacky  -BCMH. 
William  Campbell  -  Mcruy  HOs^.rtai^C^//^^g  J/Tw-  /£ 
ill  Sheppeck  and  Marty  Henry  will  be  visiting  the 
Hospital  this  week  -  plus  a  shut-in  snd  one  non-attend- 
ing person* 
>We  now  have  a  total  of  $2,548.  in  the  P.  A.  System 
ft  will  installed  temporarily  this  coming  week  so  that 
you  may  see  it  and  hear  it  before  it  is  purchased. 
//u  —  Tonight  -  Youth  Fellowship  /^u 

Monday  -  Rehoboth  hall  rented  for  Basketball  7-9- 
Tues  and  Thurs.  -  6-8  -  Aerobics 
^Wed.  -  Council  Meeting  -  Undercroft  -  7:00  P.M. 
ji^^€lders  and  Deacons  Classes _beflin  ne xt  Sunday ■ 

We  are  greatful  for  the  57  Visitors  "last  Sunday  as  well 
Amen"     as  a  good  attendance  for  our  Church. 

Envelope  for  the  lilies  are  in  the  office  on  Bea's  desk. 
Take  it  with  you  and  you  can  put  it  in  anytime  this 
month. 

SPRING  BELONGS  WITH  EASTER 
Spring  itself  is  Hessurectionl 
Bough  and  bud  combine  to  prove 
That  death  is  a  temporal  imperfection 
Through  which  all  of  life  must  move. 
From  the  husks  new  green  arises, 
From  the  kernel  roots  appear, 
And  tho'our  hopes  wear  dark  disguises 
Faith  can  find  its  white  robes  here 

—  Ralph  W,  Seager 


1 


Dream  Along  With  Me" 
jorip:  Mt.  27:62-28:8;  Text:  Mt.  28:6 

(As'  "iou  many  herd  P  Como?  Yng  peop?=-then  expl  U  G 
bak  *tBHxa%   wen  we  liv  in  eavs;I'll  sin>;=('Jhoir  hands 
dwn) 

lo  sang=Dream  Alonr  With  I-.e 
I-  )  wer  abl  2dream,or  tol  dre^m  very  tees  thin;:  D 
wud  lifc,or  desir,wat  wud  Ur  dream  B? 
Many  prob=dream  B  mor  solvent ,monywi3e 
"   2hav  nor  pose  sins,  furnishings,comf ortwise 
"   phys  chan£?tallr,thif].er,n]or  hair,butywise 
"  kids  candy , icecream, cake, sikwise 
Tber  lota  dreams, raosly  pleasant  thing, &  dream  no  harm 
miles  only  dream  ;,  no  face  realty 
But  if  had  op  think  1  solid  lntangbl  thin,!  U  wud  want 
lik  2hav,or  2poses,wat  wud  it  B? 
oinoe  Bgin  from  G  rkien,wen  man  Beam  sep  from  G,thin 
man  deair  mos  is  quest  cud  nevr  B  ansered, 
that  quest  suraup  by  riteous  man  Job 
In  mid  suffr ,af lictin, disaster  he  ask,  IP  A  MAN 
DEB,8HALL  HE  LIVE  AGAIN? 
Ran  had  ask  this  quest  4-  sndles  yrs  &  no  anser 
Wo  mattr  who  persn  is,knowledg  ther  cum  tim  lif  wen 
realty  dawn  lif  on  erth  mus  end  &  quest  cum  4th  agin 
&.  agin,  "Wat  is  Byoad  the  grave? 
Is  ther  lif?  Or  is  terminatin  this  lif  all  ther  is? 
Is  ther  anything  else  or  is  all  of  that  mere  dream 
Depend  upon  wat  U  Bliev,  wat  TJr  anser  is 
cold  anser  of  worl  is  not  2Bliav  any-thin  canno  prov 
If  no  tangbl  evidenc,it  nevr  happened 
atheist  aay=3ho  me  God, ft  I'l  Bliev" 
'■"iimanist  3ay=tian  iraprov  self  day  by  day, gen  by  gen 
i   eventul  solv  all  his  proba,&  no  need  for  "A  God" 
Wen  thai  peop  confron  by  suml  who  Bliev  in  God, or  in 
Creator  of  all, who  control  all, Si  has  intervene  conti 
interven  in  mankind  lif , that  persn  clasify  as  1)  : 

Thez  wer  typs  peop  red  bout  Jcrip  this  AM, lets  look: 
Js  had  dyed  Fri  aft, Body  remov  from  cros  &  nlac  tomb 
34-  gundwn=That  day=Fri=was  Day  of  Prop, day  wen  ever- 
thing  made  reddy  4-  Feast  Unleav  Bred, which  Jat-JABBat 
3o  aftr  oundwn,6  o'clok  jat  eve,Ch  pr  £  phars  cum  2 
Pilat=7o  62 
Ve  63=Tel  bout  wat  Js  sod  wen  aliv 
Vs  64=deman  guard  plac  rnd  tomb, prevent  theft 
Vs  65-Pilat  remin  hav  gard,(giv  2them  2  arres  Js  & 

3t   at  ther  disposal)  , use  them 
Vs  bu=this  they  did 

we  no  sur  jus  wat  thez  men  ^liev,only  sur  they  it 
WG   &  wudB.  Mesiah  out  of  way; no  mattr  plot, plan  & 
JHad  man  ill  tbrak  I.  baic  iaw  " 


Dreamr  pas  seen  &   dream  dy  wirn  &  roiowera  acaren  ef/ 
&  scattered 

Bu-h  wat  no  tak  in2  consid  was  fact  they  deal  w^God 
vs   .sumtim  rnd  dawn  erthquak  shuk  gardn,angl  cam  dwn 

rol  hug  ston  way, sit  on  it 
vs  3&4=aparl  whit,briliant  &  gards  lik  ded, suspended 

a   tiatin=unabl  2mov  evn  if  want  2 
vss  5  "■   6=.vomn  apear  scen,angl  tel  cum  &  C,He  no  here 
Ee  out  of  site/out  of  mind  as  far  aa  relig  authortys 
concern 
jumwat  lik  incident  red  of  .valt  Dianey: 
(Illus  late  W  Disney, board  room  talk  1yr  aftr  deth) 
Can  U  pictur  mix  emotins,feelins  ea  exec  mus  hav  had? 
Bvn  tho  plan,cary  out  by  Disny  ordr,stil  mus  hav  bin 
lik  voic  from  grav,4  he  talk  2them  4that  time, plac 
Relig  authortys  may  no  hav  want  2Bliev  report  latr 
herd  bout  Js,nevrthle3  had  2Bliev  it 
20ovr  it  up  we  read  of  wat  did  vss  11-15=HEAD 
Cu«  it  B  wat  hapn  no  dream  aftr  all? 
All  this  no  dependnt  phys  evidenc,but  faith  in  G 
All  arguments  atheist , humanist, othr  unBlievrs  2no 
avail  if  Individ  refus  opn  lif  2  Gid 

It  much  lik  man  saw  wat  speoil  dog  cud  do  &  respong 
(Illus  dog  walk  watr,raan  say,Ur  dog  can't  swim) 
Prug  resur  Js  Xp  rest  on  faith  alone  &  that  pruf  2fol 
PHUT:  Js  2p  aliv  &  work  our  live  if  wil  let  Him 

':He  came  from  grav  in  transform  body  which  can 
nevr  dy,ri  it  same  body  we  wil  put  on  wen  step  from 
this  lif  2  eternty 
Wat  is  the  1  basic  dream  oan  has  alway  want  settle 
&  continu  2seek  2hav  settled  evn  2day? 
»X°  ,i  HAS  DUE.SEALL  HE  lIVZ   AQAIH?" 

j  sed, "Unless  U  hav  faith  lik  a  little  child, U 
cannot  entr  the  kingdom  of  heaven" 
I  hav  copy  of  wat  little  girl  wrot:paeents  members 
she  7yra  old 
(Illus  iiawn  Carney  letter) 

Here  in  childish  simplicity  is  faith; not  a  wishful 
dream, but  a  reality 
ohe  sed=I  Talked  To  Him,"  Can  U  say  that  2day? 
4thoz  who  want  2say,Ur  dreaming, only  dreaming, my 
anser  is  this:  If  all  sum1  who  duznt  Bliev  has  is 
a  lif  which  has  no  meaning, no  purpose, no  salvatin, 
no  lif  Byond  this  1,  if  this  is  all  they  hav, 
THJN  ISS   HE  DEEAH  ON 
ft  dont  bothr  2wak  me,3cuz  if  this  is  a  dream  bout 
iTBjthen  all  I  want  2do  is  2dream  some  more 
Wil  U  join  me?   H  tl  willing  2   Dream  Along  ^ith 
Me? 


"Dream  Along  7ith  Me" 
Scripture:  27+62-  28:8 

Text:  Matthew  28:6 

-  (Ask  how  many  have  heard  of,  or  know  of  Perry  Como?  Ask  young  people  how 

many?,  (with  show  of  hands).   Then  explain,  "■.Veil  you  see,  back  when  we  lived 
in  caves."   Explain  how  he  sang  a  song,  "Dream  Along  .'/ith  Me). 

If  you  were  able  to  dream,  or  told  to  dream  of  the  very  best  things  you  would 
like  or  desire ,  what  would  your  dream  be?  Many  would  probably  want  to  dream 
of  being  more  solvent,  money  wise;  or  to  have  more  possessions  to  live  more 
comfortably;  many  others  would  probably  desire  changes  phjrsically,  more  hair, 
or  to  be  taller,  or  thinner,  and  other  things  beautywise;  small  children  may 
say  they  would  desire  all  the  candy,  and  cake,  and  ice  cream  they  could  have; 
and  so  they'd  get  sickwise.   There  are  lots  of  dreams,  but  mostly  they  are 
dreams  of  pleasant  things,  material  things  and  really,  dreaming  is  not  a 
harmful  pasttime  unless  all  you  do  is  dream  and  refuse  to  face  reality.   But 
if  you  had  the  opportunity  to  think  of  one  solid  intangible  thing  you  would 
2xicKXXKfearfcxxBiAi£x±*xfeK  like  to  have  or  possess,  what  would  it  be? 
oince  the  beginning  of  time  in  the  Garden  of  Eden  and  especially  when  man  be- 
came separated  from  God,  the  thing  that  man  has  most  desired  is  the  question 
that  could  never  be  answered.   That  question  is  best  summed  up  by  a  righteous 
man  named  Job.   In  the  midst  of  all  of  his  ailments,  afflictions  and  disasters 

-  Job  asked,  "If  a  man  die,  shall  he  live  again?"  Man  had  asked  this  question 
for  endless  years.   No  matter  who  the  person  is,  the  knowledge  that  there 
comes  a  time  in  life,  when  life  ends  upon  this  earth  is  a  reality.   But  the 
age  old  question  is  and  remains,  "What  is  beyond  the  grave?   Is  there  life 

of  some  kind,  or  is  it  just  the  termination  of  this  life  and  nothing  more? 
The  answer  to  questions  such  as  these  are  based  upon  what  a  person  believes. 
The  cold  answer  given  by  the  world  is  that  of  not  believing  anything  which 
cannot  be  proved.   Therefore,  if  you  are  talking  of  something  for  which  there 
is  no  tangible  evidence  then  it  never  happened. 

The  atheist  says,  "Ghow  me  God  and  I'll  believe."   The  humanist  says,  "Man 
will  keep  on  getting  better  and  better  and  alter  things  by  himself  and  there 
is  no  need  for  anything  like  a  so  called,  •God'."  When  confronted  by  ideas 
and  theories  such  as  these,  those  who  believe  in  God,  or  s  someone  who  created 
everything,  controls  everything,  and  has  intervened  into  the  life  of  mankind, 
that  person  is  classified  as  a  "Dreamer."   These  were  the  types  of  people 
we  read  about  in  our  scripture  this  morning.  Let's  look  at  them. 
StosxaagtxXHiiBMiHgxtiisxiiaxxsfx^KKpaiaxiisii  Jesus  had  died  on  Friday  afternoon. 
His  body  had  been  removed  from  the  cross  and  placed  in  the  tomb  before  sun- 
down.  That  day  was  the  Day  of  Preparation,  the  day  when  everything  was  made 
ready  for  the  Feast  of  Unleavened  Bread,  KJrebcxfc  which  began  the  next  day 
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which  was  also  the  Gabbath.   Go  after  sundown,  or  2±x  six  o'clock  datruday 
evening.,  the  chief  priests  and  Pharisees  went  to  i ilate  to  make  a  request. 

-eir  request  was  that  the  tomb  be  sealed  and  a  guard  placed  around  it  so  the 
imposter  they  had  put  to  death  coulsn't  be  stolen  by  his  disciples  and  claimed 
as  a  resurrection  from  the  grave.  They  quoted  what  He  had  said  as  their  proof. 
But  Pilate  reminded  them  they  had  a  guard  and  they  should  use  them  for  that 
purpose.   rfhat  guard  was  a  group  of  iioman  soldiers  they  had  used  to  arrest 
Jesus  and  they  were  still  at  the  disposal  of  these  Jews.    Jo  they  sealed  the 
tomb  and  Jesus'  body  could  not  be  taken  out.  I&xk   ye  are  not  actually  sure  just 
what  these  fellows  believed.   But  it  is  a  safe  bet  that  they  were  not  overly 
impressed  that  there  was  another  life  beyond  this  one.   All  they  believed  was 
that  they  were  right  with  God  and  this  would-be  Messiah  was  put  out  of  the  way. 
It  didn't  matter  that  they  had  plotted  and  planned  and  had  a  man  killed  which 
was  completely  contrary  to  their  Mosaic  Law.  A  dreamer  had  passed  from  the 
scene  and  His  dreams  had  died  with  Him,  and  His  followers  were  scared  qnd  scat- 
tered. 

But  what  they  didn't  take  into  consideration  was  the  fact  that  they  were  dealing 
with  God.  And  so  we  read  that  sometime  around  dawn,  an  earthquake  shook  that 
garden,  an  angel  from  God  came  down,  rolled  the  huge  stone  from  in  front  of  the 

omb  and  sat  on  it.   Those  who  were  on  guard  were  as  though  they  were  dead. 
In  all  probability  they  were  in  a  suspended  state  of  animation.  They  were  un- 
able to  move  even  if  they  wanted  to. 

The  women  appeared  on  the  scene  and  were  told  by  the  angel,  itiiKX±HxiiHt"Fear 
not  ye:  for  I  know  that  ye  seek  Jesus,  which  was  crucified.   He  is  not  here: 
for  He  is  risen  as  He  said.  Come,  see  the  place  where  the  Lord  lay,  "  verses 
5  and  6.   He  was  out  of  sight,  out  of  mind  as  far  as  the  religious  authorities 
thought,  or  were  concerned.   I  read  an  interesting  incident  much  like  this 
concerning  the  late  Walt  Disney. 

(Illustration  Walt  Disney  about  one  year  after  his  death) 

Can  you  picture  the  mixed  emotions  and  feelings  each  of  those  executives  must 
have  had?  Even  though  it  had  been  planned  and  carried  out  according  to  Disney's 
orders,  still  it  must  have  been  like  a  voice  from  the  grave  for  he  'was  talking 
to  them  at  that  time  and  for  that  time.  The   religious  authorities  may  not 
have  wanted  to  believe  the  report  they  later  heard  about  Jesus,  but  neverthe- 
less they  had  to  believe  it.  And  so  we  read  of  them  in  a  few  follooing  Verses 
of  this  ocripture,  (read  verses  12-1 5) •   Could  it  be  that  what  had  happened  was 

lot  a  dream  after  all?  All  of  this  is  not  dependent  upon  physical  evidence, 
but  rather  on  faith  in  God.   All  arguments  with  atheists,  humanists,  or  any 
other  unbeliever  are  to  no  avail  if  that  individual  refuses  to  open  his  life 
go  God.   It  is  much  like  the  man  who  saw  what  another  man's  dog  could  do. 
(Illustration  of  dog  fetching  driftwood  &  sunning  on  top  of  water,  ?4  man  notes, 
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"Your  dog  can't  swim,  can  he?") 

The  proof  of  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ  rests  on  faith  alone.   That  proof 
5  twofold.   First,  Jesus  Christ  is  alive  today  to  work  in  our  lives  if  we  will 
let  Him.   And  second,  He  came  from  the  grave  in  a  transformed  body  which  can 
never  die  and  it  is  the  same  body  we  will  put  on  when  we  step  from  this  life 
into  eternity,   'ihat  is  the  one  dream  that  man  has  always  wanted  settled  and 
continues  to  seek  to  have  settled  even  today?   "If  a  man  die,  shall  he  live 
again?"  Is  that  a  dream  you  have  been  seeking  the  answer  fsE  of?  Jesus  said, 
"unless  we  have  faith  as  a  little  child,  we  cannot  enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven." 
I  have  a  copy  of  what  a  little  girl  wftBKBx^KKaHi^xaKaxiaKiafesKKXHSxtki  wrote. 
Her  parents  are  members  of  this  congregation,   This  is  what  she  writer  in  this 
letter:  (Illustration  Dawn  Carney  letter) 

There  in  childish  simplicity  is  faith.   Hot  a  ±xksm  wishful  dream,  but  a  real- 
ity.  "I  talked  to  Him."   Can  you  say  that  today?  For  those  who  still  want 
to  say,  "You're  dreaming,  only  dreaming,"  my  answer  is  this;  If  all  someone 
who  doesn't  believe  has  is  a  life  which  has  no  meaning,  no  purpose,  no  salva- 
tion, no  life  beyond  this  one,  if  that  is  all  these  people  have,  then  let  me 
dream  on.   a.nd  don't  bother  to  wake  me  because  if  this  is  a  dream  about  Jesus 
Christ,  then  all  1  want  to  do  is  dream  some  more.   Will  you  &oin  me?  Are  you 
filling  to  "Dream  along  with  me?" 
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QRDEfl  OF  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude    "Soul,  Adorn  Thyself  with  Gladness" 
•Processional  Hymn  No.  347  "All  creatures  of  our  God 

and  King11' 
♦Ascription 
♦Exhortation 

"Confession  (In  Unison)  "Have  mercy  upon  us,  0  God, 
according  to  thy  loving-kindness;  according  to  the 
multitude  of  thy  tender  mercies  blot  out  our  trans- 
gressions, and  our  sin  is  ever  before  us.   Purge  us  and 
we  shall  be  clean;  wash  us  and  we  shall  be  whiter  than 
snow-   Create  in  us  clean  hearts,  0  God,  and  renew  a 
right  spirit  within  us.  Cast  us  not  away  from  thy 
presence,  and  take  not  thy  Holy  Spirit  from  us.   Amen.11 
*Kyrie 

♦Assurance  of  Pardon 
♦Praise 

♦Pastor:   Blessed  be  the  Lord  God! 
♦People:   And  blessed  be  His  Glorious  Name  forever 
♦Gloria  Patri 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

Joys,  Concerns,  Prayer  Requests 
Hymn  No.  466    "What  a  Friend  We  Have  in  Jesus" 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor;  The  Lord  be  with  you 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer 

Choral  Prayer  Response  (#446) 
Offering 

Offertory    11Dear  Christians,  One  and  All,  Rejoice" 
*r   plogy    382 


> 


Anthem;        "Song  of  the  Apostle"        btck 

(Miss  Molly  Cochran,  Soprano) 
Scripture         I  Peter  4:12-19 

Sermon:    "Wayfarer's  Excursion:   Miscellaneous  Trials'" 
h Closing  Hymn  No.  122  "In  the  hour  of  trial" 
Benediction 

Postlude:       "Rejoice,  Rejoice  Believers" 
++++++++  *Congregation  Standing  ++++++++ 
The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  ilaced  by 

Mrs*  Alice  Kummer  in  loving  memory  of  her  "H  uiband" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:   *Ma.ry  Lou  Davis, 

Peg  Nazaruk,  Sandy  Sheppeck  and  Gloria  Walker. 
Mr.  Sf  Mrs.  Philip  Grouse  will  greet  the  Congregation 

at  the  cioor  this  morning. 
Hospitalized:   Mrs.  Sara  Snow  -  North  Hills  Passavant 

Hospital  -  Pittsburgh.   Mrs.  Florence  Grouse  -L3CMH 
Those  Visiting  the  Hospital  this  Week  are:   Virginia 

Mangel,  Marlene  Riemer,  Ann  Williams-   They  will 

also  be  visiting  a  shut-in  and  an  non-attending 

person. 
Tonight  -  Youth  Group 

Monday  -  7-9  -  Basketball  -  Hall  is  Rented. 
Tuesday  and  Thurs .  -  6-8  -  Aerobics  -  Hall  is  rented. 
We  had  221  attending  last  Sunday  with  52  Visitors* 
Wed*  -  7:15  -  Choir  Rehearsal 
Wed.  -  After  Choir  Reharsal  -  there  will  be  ^usic  Comm. 

fnee t  i  ng .   ( ap prox .  8 :  30 ) 
We  regret  to  inform  you  that  the  P. A.  System  will  not 

be  here  for  you  to  hear  and  see  today-  The  man  that 

was  to  install  it  fell  and  sprained  his  back  and  was 

in  the  Hospital.   It  will  be  here  ne*t  Sunday. Apr.  17. 
The  Elders  and  Deacons  Classes  started  today  during 

the  Church  School  Hour.   If  you  are  running  Tor 

nomination  and  Election  -  you  must  complete  these 

classes  for  a  period  of  five  weeks, 
A  total  of  $774*76  was  collected  in  +the  Love  Loaves. 

Please  get  your  Love  Loaves  back  a^  quieKly  as  you 

can  -  in  case  you  forget  to  return*  your  last  week, 
A  Singing  group  from  Susquehonna  Will  be  here  for 
the  morning  service  -  May  1st.   We  will  need  ham  ing 
for  6  gus ,  4  girls  and  1  couple  *-  also  breakfast  and 

lunch. 


"Wayfarer's  Excursion:  Miscellaneous  Trials" 
.Scripture:  1  Peter  4:13-19;  Text:  1  Peter  4:16 
1nr   agin  turn2  brief  jorny  ea  Xpian  mak  thru  this 
li*  Is  P  giv  instructs 

2day  Ik  way  thez  rfayf  fan  Mis  Trials  on  this  iixcursi 
P  had  use  them  of  suffr  repeat ly  this  lettrjspok  of 
su  "   of  Xp, suffr  th02  seek  folo  Hira,St  agin  turn  2it 
(Ix^tis  of  Jufer  as  seen  by  sermon-/?757  .iun.  .;errn,IllS 
Not  quite  wat  1'  talk  bout 

vs  12=Bloved=sara  word  use4  luv=Jn  3i16=jtead  there, G 
so  luv  worl, this  3pk  luv  cal  out  of  hart  by  precius- 
ness  of  the  1  luved 

G  cud  Ik  at  His  creatin  &  evn  in  sin/degrad  luv  then 

&  no  hate; cud  yern  pasnatly  that  not  1  shud  suffr 

etern  punishmen/damnatin  Bcuz  sinfl  natur 
This  wat  P  try  impar  2them,ii  2emulat  jus  as  Js  did 
by  very  giv  of  life 
Wen  1  persn  can  feel  luv  that  deeply  4  anothr, 
he  can  say  BELOVED 
Jetting  of  this  1nee  agin  is  arena  of-  1st  Gent  Ch  woi 

Thez  peop  had  cum  out  paginism  in2  lite  of  Gospl 
Had  cum  from  livs  fil  hoplesnes/despair  2  joy  of 
sin  4giv  f«  etern  r6  3erv  4  them 
But  soon  diseovr  as  all  convert  do,worl  no  chann  1bit 

stil  sam  ol  plac.sam  ol  sinfl  peop  St  sin  lurk  rnd 

ever  cornr  2drag  convert  bak  2  ol  thing  life 
4  1st  G  convert  it  worl  absolutly  hate  Xpians  &  so 

thez  peop  need  2B  equ#p  2fac  it,£-.  this  task  P  about 
vs  128=Thez  peop  of  Blief  acpt  Xp  brot  end  2suffr 

unfortunatly  this  not  case, in  fac,revera  tru 
wen  persn  acpt  Xp,striv  liv  4  Him, real  probs  aris  & 
this  du  fac  jatn  fite  rm:airi  persn  2his  kingdm  &  nse 
ar   means  2get  them  bak 

.use  unfortunat  sum  peopl  pr  cum  2  Xp  &  no  probs, 

no  cares, no  suffrjno thing  cudB  4thr  from  truth 
This  wher  peop  wer  in  walk  wTXp  &  P  say  shudnot  thin!1 
Strang  had  2  suffr;word  strang=al ion, foreign 

P  admonish  wer  2thinksuffr  ovr  Bcuz  Xpians 
Lik=(Iilus  ancient  Goldsmith  &.  C   face=>G  C  Btcsxfxz 

reflectin  of  face  Js  ip  in  our  livs) 
this  alusin  r  refer  2  w/word=it'iersr  Trials 
Vs  13=P  say   insted    think  suffr  thin;:  past,Blievr  2 

remem   suffr  wilB  part  all   lif,but   in  midst   suffr, 

is  remindr  2  rejoic 
If  remem  teach  Js,Jerm  Mt=itejoic  t>.  B  exceeding  glac 
4  pt  reward  in  hvn;4so  persecut  prophs  B4  U 

H     _>ian  wil  cum  time  wen  Js  wilB  reveal  4  whol  worlc 

2C;sen  time  cum  Blievr  wilB  vindicat  &  wilB  abl  2 

rejoic  bcuz  it  wll  hav  bin  worth  it 


1st  cent  Jh,pagn  worl  very  name  Js  hated  S:  this  wa,t 

P  »ent=on  Ther  Part  He  iivil  -jpokn  of 
tiz  no  Xpians  spk  evil  Js  &  folios 
Xpian  is  part  ancient  mystry  of  Gl  of  G  rest  on  him 
(Illus  Cloud, Tabernacl=J.HiJKINAH  or  Glory  of  God) 
It  no  minister  Bcuz  G's  presence, &  P  say  Gl  of  G  rest 
on   >  1  U   unJlievrs  can  spk  evil, hate, but  as  1  of  His 
own,U  wll  triumph  in  the  end 

P  also  warn  if  do  wron-  mus  pay  pric  &  no  expec  get 

off  Bcuz  Xpian 
Vs  16= term  Xpian  only  use  3  time  BT;twic  Act  &  here 

Antioch  wher  Sliev  1st  cal  Xpian  &.  nam  coin  2  ident 
Hthos  folo  Xp  from  thoz  folo  Caesar 
Soman  worl  worship  Coesar»KAI       .  >ut  rivl  2this 
cumoJs  Xp  &  He  worship  ".  peop  call=UHdLjTIAH03 

This  put  Xpians  odds  w/i?omans  &  name  Xpian  mockry 

reproach  &.   aotul  mean=J  J  'IT  '  E3B  ;IJTJ 
(Illus  man  ask=i)o  U  Bliev  in  Xp?  Boy  anser=ever  0  Xp) 
In  ordr  23  lik  Xp,or  littl  Xp's  musB  wil  liv  lif  in 
knowldge  2suffr  4  Him  is  norml  part  of  lif 
(Illus  latch  Out  For  ohovrs  at  Drink  Fountain) 
S  we  seek  2avoid  suffr  at  all  costa  St  as  result  not 
liv  4  Js  Xp? 

P's  advic  is*Vs  16A,  it  not  sham  shud  feel  if  we 

cal  upon  2  endur  suffr  4  our  faith 
Insted,!-  add=Vs  16B»Thru  ea  exper  of  lif  whethr 
b-ud/bad;helth/siknes;soro/joy;suffr/persecut;abus  of 
any  kind,watevr  cum  our  way  Bcuz  we  folios  of  Js  Xp, 
ea  instanc  shudB  we  alorfy  G  thru  it  St  brin,£  prais  Be 
honor  2  tfis  i.ame 

Let  ea  us  2day  accpt  chaleng  of  lif  which  G  givn  us 

f    claim  chaleng;  as  set  4th  by  P.YKT  IP  ANY  OF  DS 

L    /PES  Ao  A   (JHrtI:jTIAH,(A  LIT  \f)  ,LBT  m   MOT 

BE  AollAMiD.BUT  L:iT  U3   GLGHIFY  GOD  OB   TIIIo   BEHALF. 


"Wayfarer's  Excursion:  Miscellaneous  Trials" 
xKxsBEXXiniaBKsxxxxxxsx 

Scripture:  IcPeter  4:12-19 

nee  again  we  turn  to  the  brief  journey  each  Christian  is  making  through  this 
life  as  Peter  gives  instructions.   Today  we  look  at  these  Wayfarer's  on  this 
Excursion  as  they  face  Miscellaneous  Trials. 

Peter  has  used  the  theme  of  suffering  BHBHxtoBXBXKxiHxxtoxs  repeatedly  in  this 
letter.  He  spoke  of  the  suffering  of  Christ,  the  suffering  of  those  who  seek 
to  foolow  Him  and  now  he  returns  to  that  theme  once  again. 

(Illustration  of  suffering  as  seen  by  sermon  listener  -  #757  -  Sunday  Sera.) 
This  isn't  quite  what  Peter  was  talking  about.  Once  again  he  begins  with  the 
word  "Beloved."   This  is  exactly  the  same  word  which  is  used  for  "love"  as 
found  jta  Hohn  5:16.  tfe  read  there,  "God  so"loved"  the  world."   This  speaks  of 
a  love  which  is  called  out  of  the  heart  by  the  preciousness  of  the  one  loved. 
Cod  could  look  at  His  creation  and  even  in  their  sin  and  degradation  love  them 
and  not  hate  them.   God  could  yearn  passionately  that  not  one  of  them  should 
suffer  eternal  punishment  because  tof  their  sinful  nature.   This  is  what  Peter 
was  trying  to  impart  to  them  and  to  emulate  just  as  Jesus  did  it  by  the  very 
giving  of  His  life.   .-Jhen  one  person  can  feel  "love"  for  another  that  deeply, 
he  can  say,  "Beloved." 

The  setting  for  this  is  once  again  the  arena  of  that  first  century  church 
-world.   These  people  had  come  out  of  paganism  XHXfcarx:  into  the  light  of  the 
Gospel.  They  had  come  from  lives  that  were  filled  with  hopelessness  and  de- 
spair to  the  joy  of  sin  forgiven  and  eternity  reserved  for  them.   But  they 
soon  discovered  as  all  converts  to  Christianity  do,  that  the  world  is  not 
changed  one  bi£.  It  is  still  the  same  old  place,  with  the  same  old  sinful 
people  and  sins  lurking  around  every  corner  to  drage  the  convert  back  to  the 
old  things  of  life.   Por  these  first  century  converts  it  was  world  that  ab- 
solutely hated  Christians  and  so  these  people  kkxh  needed  to  be  equipped  to 
face  it  and  this  is  the  task  Peter  is  about. 

He  says  in  the  12th  verse,  "Beloved,  think  it  not  strange  concerning  the  fiery 
trial  which  is  to  try  you,  as  though  some  strange  thing  happened  unto  you." 

These  people  were  of  the  belief  that  accepting  Christ  brought  an  end  to  suffer- 
ing.  Unfortunately  this  is  not  the  case.   In  fact,  the  reverse  is  true.   It 
is  when  the  person  accepts  Christ  and  strives  to  live  for  Uim  that  the  real 
problems  arise.   This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  Jatan  is  fighting  to  regain  that 
person  for  his  kingdom,  and  he  will  use  any  means  to  get  him  back.   It  is  also 
unfortunate  that  some  people  preach  that  once  you  come  to  Christ  all  of  your 
problems  and  cares  are  solved.   There  is  no  more  suffering.   Nothing  could  be 
further  from  the  truth.   Jo  this  is  where  these  people  were  in  their  walk  with 
Christ,  and  Peter  is  trying  to  help  them  see  that  they  shouldn't  think  it 
"otrange"  that  they  had  to  suffer.   The  word  "strange"  means  "alien"  or 
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" foreign."   Peter's  admonishment  is  that  they  were  not  to  think  that  suffering 
was  over  and  done  with  just  because  they  were  Christians.   We  had  said  before 

at  the  illustration  of  this  is  like  the  ancient  goldsmith  who  refined  gold  by 
smelting  it  in  a  pot.   The  gold  is  heated  to  a  liquid  state  and  the  imputities 
are  skimmed  off.  The  gold  is  pur  only  when  the  goldsmith  can  see  his  reflection 
clearly  mirrored  in  the  gold  in  the  pot.   God  may  keep  us  in  his  furnace  burning 
off  the  impurities  until  He  can  see  the  reflection  of  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ 
in  our  lives.   Tvis  is  the  allusion  Peter  is  referring  to  with  the  words,  "Pi«ry 

trials." 

t,  ,  1.1.   **„+  ^r   fhic  ppfpr  qavs  in  verse  13,  "But  rejoice,  inasmuch  as  ye 

£,  partakerfff  Christ ?  .'  sulLrSgs  ;\hat \    *£  **  His  glory  shall  be  revealed, 
ye  may  be  glad  also  with  exceeding  Joy. 

Instead  ofo-thinkins  that  suffering  is  a  thing  of  the  past,  the  believer  is  to 
remember  that  suffering  will  be  a  part  of  all  of  life.   But  in  the  midst  of  that 
suffering  the  reminder  is  "To  rejoice."   If  you  remember  from  the  teaching  of 
Jesus  in  the  .,Drmon  on  the  Hount  He  said,  Rejoice  and  be  exceeding  glad;  for 
great  is  your  reward  in  heaven,  for  so  persecuted  they  the  prophets  which  were 
For°th7c£ristian  there  will  come  a  time  when  Jesus  Ohriat  will  be  revealed  for 
the  whole  world  to  see.   Jhen  that  time  comes  aiixSfeiii  the  believer  fcaxxx®** 
'Ixngh  will  be  vindicated  and  he  will  beaable  to  "Rejoice"  because  it  will 

"have  been  worth  it. 

Peter  carries  this  one  step  further  by  saying   "If  ye  be  reproached^for^He 

TsLt   SSlouf  l^^t/^Vtl   Sf  ii-S  of;  hut  on  your  part  He  is 
!n°?a^?irst  century  pagan  world,  the  very  name  of  Christ  was  hated.   .his  is 
what  .eter  meant  by,  "On  their  part  He  is  evil  spoken  of."  Those  who  were  not 
Christians  spoke  evil  of  Jesus  and  His  followers.   The  Christian  is  a  part  of 
the  ancient  mvstery  of  the  glory  of  God  resting  upon  him.   The  complete  fullness 
of  the  Christian's  joy  will  not  be  realized  until  the  return  of  Christ.   But 
each  Christian  has  a  portion  of  that  joy  right  now.   Back  in  the  Old  Testament 
days  you  may  recall  that  as  the  Israelites  traveled  the  Cloud  xssSmtxra  travelec 
or  hovered  over  the  Tabernacle  by  day,  and  the  pillar  of  fire  was  over  it  at 
night.   That  cloud  was  called  the  "Ghekinah"  or  the  "Glory  of  God."   There  were 
times  when  the  ohekinah,  of  cloud  of  Glory  fell  upon  the  Tabernacle,  or  the 
Temple  and  the  priests  could  not  minister  because  of  God's  presence.   This  is 
what  Peter  is  saying  to  the  believer  that  the  Glory  of  God  rests  upon  each  one 
of  them  and  the  unbelievers  can  speak  evil  of  Him  and  hate  Him,  but  as  one  of 
dis  own  you  will  triumph  in  the  end. 

Once  again  Peter  warns  that  if  you  do  wrong  then  you  must  pay  the  penalty.  If 
you  steal  or  murder,  or  commit  crimes,  you  cannot  expect  to  get  off  because  you 
are  a  Christian.   But  jrfxymixKKsxSH^fsix  he  says  in  verse  16,  "If  any  man 


suffer  as  a  Christian,  let  him  not  be  ashamed;  but  let  him  glorify  God  on  this 
behalf." 

e  term  Christian  is  only  used  three  times  in  the  entire  Hew  Testament.   It  is 

found  twice  in  the  book  of  Acts  and  once  here  in  1st  Peter.   It  was  at  Antioch 

where  believers  were  first  called  Christians.   The  name  was  coined  to  identify 

those  who  wHXKfcxpKiixSkEXH*  were  the  followers  of  Christ  from  those  who  worshiped 

the  Soman  emperor  who  was  called  Caesar.  The  Soman  world  worshiped  the  emperor 

as  a  god.   In  the  Greek  language  these  people  were  called  "Kaiseranos"  of  the 

followers  of  "Kaiser"  or  Caesar.    This  had  been  taking  place  for  sometime  and 

now  there  appears  on  the  scene  a  rival  to  claim  worship,  Jesus  the  Christ. 

Jesus  had  fulfilled  all  of  the  prophecies  of  the  Kesssiah  especially  as  to  being 

of  the  royal  line  of  David.   Thus  those  people  who  accepted  Him  as  Lord  and 

._>avior  had  to  renounce  their  allegiance  and  worship  of  Caesar.   These  people 

were  called  in  Greek,  "Christianos."   ijhere  once  they  were  "Kaiseranos,"  they 

were  now  "Christianas."   Instead  of  followers  of  Caesar,  they  were  followers 

of  Christ,  and  this  put  them  at  odds  with  the  iioman  government.   Go  it  is  that 

the  name  "Christian"  was  used  as  a  term  of  mockery  and  reproach.   It  was  the 

name  given  to  those  who  hated  and  despised  the  sect  which  took  allegiance  away 

from  Caesar.   The  actual  meaning  of  the  word  "Christianos"  or  "Christian  is 

"Little  Christs." 

^Illustration  of  man  asking,  "Do  you  believe  in  Christ?"   Young  man  answers  he 
doesn't  and  he  asks,  "Have  you  ever  seen  another  Christ?   I  haven't."  from 
Sunday  Sermon  Illustrations  Vol.  I.  #125) 

In  order  to  be  like  Jesus  Christ,  to  be  "Little  Christs"  we  must  be  willing  to 

live  life  in  the  knowledge  that  suffering  for  Him  is  a  normal  part  of  life. 

(Illustration  of  "  /atch  out  for  shovers  at  the  drinking  fountain"  from  junday 
.oermon  Illustrations,  Vol.  II.  #906) 

Are  we  seeking  to  avoid  suffering  at  all  costs  and  as  a  result  not  living  for 

Jesus  Christ?  Peter's  advice  is,  "Yet,  if  any  man  suffer  as  a  Christian,  let 

him  not  be  ashamed."   It  is  not  shame  we  should  feel  if  we  are  called  upon  to 

endure  for  our  faith.   But  instead,  Peter  adds  to  this,  "But  let  him  glorify 

God  on  this  behalf."   Through  each  experience  of  our  life  whether  it  be  good 

times  or  bad;  health  or  sickness,  soorow  or  joy;  suffering,  persecution,  abuse 

of  any  kind;  whatever  may  come  our  way  because  we  are  followers  of  Jesus  Christ, 

each  instance  should  be  that  we  are  glorifying  God  through  it  and  bringing 

praise  and  honor  to  His  Name.  Let  each  of  us  today  accept  that  challenge  of 

life  which  God  has  given  us  and  claim  the  challenge  as  set  forth  by  Peter, 

"Yet  ifi  any  of  us  suffer  as  a  Christian,  a  Little  Christ,  let  us  not  be  ashamed 

but  let  us  glorify  God  on  this  behalf." 


ST.  PAUL '5  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler  ,  Pennsylvania 
Thirtf  Sunday  in  Eastertide    April  17,  1983 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 

Mr*  Harry  Cunningham,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Mr.  Roland  Thompson,  Saxophonist 
Heather  Covert  and  Beth  Hartley  -  Acolytes 
+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11 -.00  A.M. 
Prelude     "Commit  Whatever  Griever  Thee"   Pacheibel 
•Processional  Hymn  No.  21   "Love  Divine,  All  Love  Excelling" 
^Ascription 
•Exhortation 

♦Confession  (In  Unison)  "Father,  jjive  us  the  spirit  Your 
Son  has  promised  us;  to  make  us  honest  people  again; 
to  know  and  face  the  truth;  to  see  ourselves  and  cease 
from  laying  our  defections  at  your  door;  to  see  your  only 
goodness  in  our  desperate  need  for  you.   Forgive  us 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.   Amen." 
•Kyrie 

^Assurance  of  Pardon 
•Praise 

♦Pastor '.      Ble3sed  be  the  Lord  God  I 
*People:   And  blessed  be  His  Glorious  Name  forever 
•Gloria  Patri 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

Joys,  Concerns,  Prayer  Requests 
Hymn  No.  ^79       "Savior,  Thy  Dying  Love" 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer 

Choral  Prayer  Response   (#446) 
Offering 

Offertory  "How  Gentle  God's  Commands"  -  I  Peter  5:7 
(Hiss  Molly  Cochran,  soprano  and  Mr.  Thompson) 
*Doxology    382 
Anthem:    "Cast  My  Burden  Upon  the  Lord"  Mendelssohn 
Scripture:        I  Peter  5:1-7 


Sermon 


"Wayfarer's  Excursion:   Service" 


♦Closing  Hymn  rfo.£ic 

Benediction 
Postlude: 


"Stand  Up,  Stand  Up  for  Jesus" 


> 


> 

> 


I  Leave  All  Things  to  God's  Direction" 
+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +   *Congregation  Standing  +  +  +  +  +  +■ 
The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mr.  &   Mrs.  George  Pflugh  in  loving  memory  of  their 

"Daughter"  Pamela  Jean  (15  years) 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:   *Rob  Vinroe,  Robert 

Dellen,  Randy  Dellen  and  Brian  Kennedy. 

jr  sincere  Eyapathy  to  tne  Family  of  Sara  Snow  who 
passed  away  last  Sunday, 
Nursery  wilj  be  provided  today  .>*  /fjQ     ¥ffffc&£ 

lospitalized  -  Florence  Crouset  Evelyn  Youngblood. 

Alvin  Shakely-  BCMH  -  Clifford  Stepp  -  V.  A.  Hosp. 
Pamela  Tait  and  Diane  Hollefreund  will  be  attending 

the  Hospital  this  week  -  plus  a  shut-in  and  an 

non-attending  person. 
Tues  and  Thurs,  -  6-8  -  Aerobics 
Wed.  -  7:00  -  Chancel  Choir  Rehearsal 
Wed.  -  7:30  -  Golden  Circle  will  have  their  meeting 

and  will  make  favors  for  the  Mother  and  Daughter 

Banquet. 
Thurs.  -  10:30  -  Mary  Martha  Circle  Meeting  and 

Bible  STudy. 
Thurs.  -  7:30  -  Meeting  of  the  Reorganizational 

Board  of  the  Church  School.   -  Kitchenette. 
All  slips  must  be  back  today  to  let  us  know  whether 

you  want  the  new  Pictorial  Directory  or  not*   It 

will  be  in  Full  Color.   The  information  is  needed  now, 

so  if  you  forgot  to  bring  in  your  slip  tear  a  piece 

of  the  corner  of  your  bu"*tin  and  si«*  ii;  and  Tnark 

yes  or  no. 
The  Temporary  hookup  for  the  Sound  System  will  be 

installed  for  next  Sunday's  Worship  Service  (Apr,  24) 
The  Singing  group  from  Susquehenna  will  be  here  for 

the  moring  service  -  May  1st.   We  will  need  housing 

for  6  guys,  4  girls  and  1  couple  -  also  breakfast 

and  lunch. 
Many  thanks  for  the  cards,  love  and  concern  during 

my  recent  stay  in  Hospital Dutch  Bolann  . 


"Wayfarer's  Excursion:  Jervice- 
jcrip:  1  Peter  5:1-7;  Text:  1  later  5:7 
Las  wk  jcrip  I  delt  familir  theme  persecutin, hardship 
fie"""  trial  may  cum  lif  of  Xpian 

dp  .  of  name  Apian  &  wat  ment,«Ll 
How  this  Jcrip  not  surpris  spk  how  Litl  Apia  shud 
act  -n  local  cong. 

lest  Bliev  only  spk  2  leadship=hit  all  1  pt  or  nothx 
spk  1st  2specif  peop  bout  specific  things, then  spk 
2  everl  in  generl  mannr;then  spk  2specif  grp,then  spk 
2  everl  in  genrl  iarnir 

Vs  1a=He  spk  thoz  specific  ldrs  of  cong;mos  instane 
thez  pastrs.but  also  othr  ldrs  in  work  of  cong. 
Not  jus  old  men  eithr,men  all  age  8>  term  ilder 
apply  Bcuz  spiritul  growth  &  not  numeral  age 
Vs  1B=P  say  also  Iildr,ldr,pastr;hut  nor  saw  Xp  crucif 
Bcuz  this  crucfy  upsid  dwn, unworthy 
P  so  convinc  deth  Js  4purp  intend  he  2B  partakr  of 
futur  glory  2B  reveal 
Thez  no  words  unbeliev  man; no  mayB,but,if ,whatevr, 
whenevr=they  precis ,positiv , de f , certin 
Vss  2-5=1st  tel  2feed  flok-Told  by  Js  2do  this 
2tak  oversite=this  ment  21k  ovr(ex=ohep, sheep, lkovr, 
Jo  ldrs  Ch  2B=shud  kno  sines, profes, hurts, marital 
Thez  dutys  no  by  force, push  in2  Bcuz  no1  want, 
that  ldership  half-hart jinsted,  2B  willingly  &  if 
no  can  do  wilingly,shud  no  do  at  all 
not  23  dun  3oly  4  mony;ohud  B  paid  go  rate, but  dun 
as  i  say=(jf  redy  mind.wilingly, gladly, mind  made  up 
2B  bout  Mastr's  work  4  HIM. 

Vs  J=means  work  musB  dun  kno  this  G  eongr,no  own  by 
a      1  persn,or  anyl  grp 
Yuer^jduznt  Blong  2us,we  only  stewrd  &  tend  as 
jtewrd, servant  f  Him,L  &  jAV  Js  Xp 
Ensampl=not  Jus  exampl  sum  Bibl  print-it  mor  than  EXJ 
It  mean=moral  pattern; we  11  2set  4th  Moral  pattern 
in  all  of  cong (ldrs  of  cong  R  2B  peop  rest  cong  Ik 
up  2,respec,admir;they  2B  models, patterns  4  othr  fo] 
But  congs  of  P  day,erly  Xpian  ch  everl  cong  wer  ldrs 
no  depend  seleo  grp  peop  lead,Bcus  everbody  was 
lern  &.   gro  in  faith; everl  was  tak  job  responsbilty 
Je  read  ocrip  of  eldrs  &  think  no  aply  2me,Bcuz  I'M 
deacon, not  officl  bord  membr,this  Blong  sural  else; 

this  aaagr  read  Jcip  &.   jus  0  face  valu=othrs,not  me 
(Illus  coach  Jat  footbal  bakward-men  on  field  no  neec 
exercis,peop  in  stands  who  do) 

A]  i  wrong  w^ch  2day=(Performance  by  Choir, pastr  etc. 
In.  .ed  all  shudB  on  stag  &  only  Js  audience) 
If  wrong  perform  peop  hav  roast  preachr, choir  41unch 


(Illus  rawly  in  Ch,iunen  roas-c  evn-jji  oiu  uu.y   <=/ 
say- 1  thot  pretty  gud  show  4  a  quarter; wat  say  (1) 

It  shudB  all  us  tak  part  regardles  age } sex, othr  thin, 
jhud  all  sinp;  hymn, pray  prayrs,participat 
Vs   P  speak  genrl  note  &  this  apply  all  Xpians^ 

T'rr  i   crown  of  Glory  is  reserv  t  ea  1  who  serv  L  & 

3s  or  Js  Xp;it  unfad,canot  B  takn  away  by  anyl 
Vs  5=1  get  specific  a-in;he  no  spk  thoz  who  yng  peopl 

He  spk  all  who  new  in  faith, thoz  jus  cum  2  Xp,S;  th  z 

who  not  wel  vs  in  Jcrip=»thoz  babes  in  Xp 
^rror  vu  is  that  age  makes  wise  &  this  wat  Eldrs  K 

liothin  cudB  furthr  from  truth=yng  man  20  cudB  mor 

spiritul  mature  than  90  yr  old  man 
plac  emphasiz  on  age  &  this  wrong=no  mean  shudn't 
l-iany  peop  cum  2Xp  yrs  ago  &   hav  nevr  grown, red  Bibl, 
stil  Babes  in  Xp 

(iixampsfutur  yrs  mor  retir  than  work;4mer  presdnets 
spk  out,<i  they  mak  raess;retir  sentors=yOyr  Ver.  &.  92M 
McLiovern,Mc0arthy=60Fi+) 

P  say  if  oldr  man/woman  no  gro  sp  they  younger  & 

whethr  yng/old  shud  submit  2thoz  of  ldrship  Es  author 
But  everl  3hudB  subj  2  onenothr  &  this  2B  dun  humilty 

persn  who  humbl,hav  humilty  can  tak  instructina  &. 

guidanc  2imtreas  their  Xpian  walk  &  it  not  of  proud 

or  exalted  spirit 
Peop  who  proud  lift  self up, but  G  duznt,insted  G  giv 
grao  2thoz  who  humbljwho  no  push  ahed  everl  else 
Vss  6-7=P  bak  2generl  &.  he  say  no  plac  in  Ch  2sho  wat 

grt  peop  we  :{;insted  we  B  2hymhl  selvs  undr  G's 

Mitey  Hand 
That  mean  plac  selvs  undr  3tr  of  G;word  4  Mitey  is 
J'Bt  of  B  all  powerfl.all  mite, a  str  Byon  selvs  & 
t  ,r   we  no  cud  pose3 
Vs  7=finl  admonitin;word  Cast  oiean-2  desposit  with 

word  all=ihol  amt  &  so  we  2  deposit  whol  amt  of  our 

worldly  cares, worys  with  G=ALL  OS  VS 
iteasn  4it  Bcuz=He  Careth  4Ujword  Caretth  is  that  G 
has  concern  4  ea  indivul  persn 
Ihis  not  abstract  word, but  1  persnl  asuranc  of  deep 
&   abiding  luv  4us  in  all  circumstances 
(Illus  girl  in  camp=homaik/hersik=,/551  -i  oerm  Illus) 
In  midst  watevr  probs,presecutins ,strugl  of  lif  E  we 
Heresick  Bcuz  we  not  at  homew  w/G?  He  reach  out  2ue 
2sheltr  us  undr  Mitey  Hand  ii  2wrap  His  luv  arms  round 
us  &  say  I  LUV  U ,thru  Js  Xp 

Do  U  kno  that  4certnty  2day?  Why  not  jus  reach  out 
2  Him  &  tak  His  hand  in  yurs  &  rest  in  His  care, 
3c   '  He  luvs  U 


"Wayfarer's  Excursion:  Service" 

Scripture:  I  Peter  5:1-7 

^ext:  1  Teter  5:7 

In  last  week's  Scripture,  Peter  dealt  with  the  familiar  theme  of  persecution, 
hardship,  and  fiery  trials  which  may  come  into  the  life  of  the  Christian.   He 
spoke  of  the  name  Christian  which  was  derogatory  and  otiginally  meant,  "Little 
Christs."  So  it  is  not  surprising  that  Peter  speaks  in  this  Scripture  of 
how  those  "Little  Christs"  should  be  acting  within  the  local  congregation. 
But  lest  we  believe  that  this  Scripture  only  hast  to  do  with  the  leadership  of 
the  congregation  and  that  may  not  involve  some  of  us;  we  should  point  out 
that  Peter  divides  this  up  in  a  nice  neat  package  that  hits  everyone  at  one 
point  or  another. 

He  speaks  first  of  all  to  spceific  people  about  specific  things.   Then  he 
speaks  to  everyone  in  a  general  manner.   Then  he  returns  to  a  specific  group, 
and  then  he  speaks  to  everyone  in  a  general  manner. 

He  begins  by  saying,  "The  elders  which  are  among  you  I  exhort."   He  is  speaking 
specifically  to  those  who  were  the  leaders  of  the  congregations.   In  most  in- 
stances these  were  the  pastors.   But  it  also  included  men  who  were  the  leaders 
in  those  congregations  who  were  responsible  for  the  work  of  the  congregation. 
tnd  we  should  point  out  these  were  not  just  old  men.   Instaed,  they  were  men 
of  all  ages  and  the  term  elder  was  and  is  applied  because  of  their  spiritual 
growth  and  not  their  numerical  age. 

Peter  is  exhorting  these  elders  and  adds,  "'./ho  am  also  an  elder,  and  a  witness 
of  the  sufferings  of  Christ,  and  also  a  partaker  of  the  glory  that  shall  be 
revealed."  Peter  identifies  with  these  people  as  one  who  is  also  an  elder,  a 
leader,  a  pastor.   But  more  than  that  he  was  an  eye  witness  of  what  happened 
to  Jesus  with  His  crucifixion.   That  event  so  moved  Peter  that  we  are  told 
that  when  he  was  to  be  executed  by  crucifixion,  he  deemed  himself  unworthy  to 
be  executed  just  exactly  like  Jesue,  and  so  he  requested  that  he  be  crucified 
upside  down.   And  we  are  also  Cold  this  is  how  he  died. 

But  Peter  was  so  convinced  that  the  death  of  Jesus  was  for  the  purpose  intend- 
ed, that  he  said  that  he  was  to  be  partaking  of  future  glory  which  was  going  tc 
be  revealed.   These  are  not  the  words  of  an  unbelieving  man.  In  fact  they  are 
distinct  and  precise.  No"maybe ' s" ,  no  "huts,"  not  "Whenever,"  or  "IP."  But 
the  "Glory  that  shall  be  revealed."   fcarafcrxxK  Positive;  definite ;certain. 
So  now  that  Peter  has  these  opening  words  out  of  the  way  he  gives  instructions 
to  the  elders  as  we  read  in  verses  2  and  3,  (Read  these).  His  first  admoniti 
ion  is  "to  feed  the  flock  of  God."  Peter  was  with  SsfeHxasitxSSHXHXkaE  Jesus 
shortly  before  His  Ascension  when  Jesus  gave  him  orders  to  "Peed  His  sheep." 
So  Peter  remembering  His  Master's  words,  thinks  of  these  Christians  as  the  "Sheep 


-2- 

of  God"  and  instructs  the  leaders  of  the  congregations  to  feed  them  just  as  he 
w\3   ordered  to  do.   But  these  leaders  are  also  to  "Take  the  oversight"  of;  them. 
>^xd  this  meant  to  look  over  them.   A  shepherd  standing  in  a  field  surrounded  by 
his  flock  had  to"look  over"  them  to  make  sure  they  were  all  there;  to  detect  if 
any  needed  help;  and  to  watch  for  some  wild  animal  sneaking  into  the  midst  of 
the  flock  and  running  off  with  some  of  them.  60   are  the  leaders  of  the  church 
to  be.   They  should  know  when  someone  is  hurting;  when  a  family  is  having  prob- 
lems; when  their  is  illness;  and  various  other  things  which  can  take  place  in 
the  flock. 

These  duties  are  not  to  be  done  by  constraint,  which  means  being  pushed  into  it, 
or  forced  to  do  it  because  someone  else  will  not  do  it.   That  type  of  leadership 
is  half-hearted  to  say  the  least.   But  Peter  says  it  must  be  done  "Willingly." 
And  if  a  person  cannot  do  things  willingly  in  the  church,  he  better  not  do  any- 
thing at  all. 

Nor  is  the  work  within  the  church  to  be  done  solely  for  money.   If  a  pastor  i3 
only  interested  in  the  amount  of  money  he  can  make,  he  is  in  the  wrong  job.   The 
same  applies  to  anyone  who  serves  in  the  church  and  is  compensated  for  it.   This 
does  not  mean  those  paid  people  should  be  forced  into  starvation  by  the  congre- 
gation, because  they  should  be  compensated  with  the  going  rate  of  the  times. 

it  much  of  their  leadership  is  done  as  i-eter  says,  "Of  a  ready  mind."   This 

means  doing  it  willingly,  gladly,  with  a  mind  made  up  to  be  about  the  Master's 

work,  for  Him. 

And  the  warning  from  Peter  is,  "Neither  as  being  lord's  over  God's  heritage, 

but  being  ensamples  of  the  flouk." 

This  means  the  work  must  be  done  knowing  that  this  is  God's  congregation  and  is 

not  owned  by  anyone  of  us.   Therefore  it  doesn't  belong  to  us,  we  are  only  the 
stewards  of  it  and  we  tend  it  as  a  steward,  or  servant  for  Him,  our  Lord  and 
oavior  Jesus  Christ.  She  word,  "Ensample"  means  not  just  "Example"  as  some 
Bibles  have  printed  in  them.   It  is  more  than  just  an  example.  The  real  mean- 
ing of  the  word  is,  "A  moral  pattern."   We  are  to  set  forth  the  "Moral  pattern" 
in  all  areas  of  the  congregation.  The  leaders  of  the  congregation  are  to  be 
people  that  the  rest  of  the  congregation  can  respect  and  look  up  to.   They  are 
to  be  models,  or  patterns  for  others  to  see  and  follow. 

But  we  must  point  out  that  xtxtsxBHix  present  day  congregations  are  not  exactly 
as  they  were  in  the  time  of  Peter.  In  that  early  Church,  everyone  in  the  con- 
gregation were  leaders.   It  was  not  dependent  upon  a  selcet  group  of  people  to 
'ead  because  everybody  was  learning  and  growing  in  the  faith.  Everyone  was 
^taking  jobs  of  responsibility.   That 'is  what  is  wrong  with  reading  this  Scrip- 
ture and  wanting  to  take  it  at  face  value.   He  read  here  of  elders  and  so  those 
who  are  Deacons  today  think  that  doesn't  apply  to  rae.   Those  in  the  congregatior 
who  are  not  on  the  official  board  say  that  doesn't  filan  me*  And  so  we  ignore 


the  teaching  there,  or  shrug  it  off  as  belonging  to  someone  else,  not  me. 

(Illustration  of  famous  coach  and.  the  football  thing  is  backward ;players  in 
ndition  &  don't  need  exercise; fans  not  in  condition  &  do  need  it) 

I'bis  is  what's  wrong  with  the  modern  church  today#   3ome  one  has  proposed  that 
the  present  setup  of  the  congregation  is  much  like  an  audience  watching  a  play. 
Everyone  comes  and  sits  through  the  worship  service  and  watches  as  the  choir, 
the  choir  director,  the  ushers,  and  the  pastor  perform.   And  if  they  do  a  com- 
mendable job  the  auflience  is  satisfied.   If  not  they  have  roast  preacher,  or 
choir,  or  choir  director  for  lunch.   But  the  way  the  worship  service  should  be 
is  that  each  of  us  consider  ourselves  as  being  on  stage.   We  are  performing  the 
play  with  our  participation  in  the  worship  service.   This  means  that  everyone 
sings  the  hymns,  prays  the  prayers  and  are  a  part  of  it.  Our  performance  is 
being  viewed  by  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  the  only  member  of  the  audience.   This  is 
what  a  congregation  should  be  about.   It  isn't  just  elders,  or  choir,  or  just 
pastor.   It  is  all  of  us  taking  part  and  doing  our  share  regardless  of  age,  or 
sex,  or  other  factors  we  interject. 

Now  that  Peter  has  spoken  specifically,  he  speaks  on  a  general  note  in  the  4th 
verse,  (read  this).  This  applies  to  all  who  are  asfcrxK  Christians.   This  crown 
of  glory,  or  award  is  something  that  is  reserved  for  each  one  who  serves  their 

>rd  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ.   It  is  unfading  and  cannot  be  taken  away  by  anyone 
But  then  Peter  gets  specific  again  as  we  read  in  the  5th  verse,  (read  this). 
The  "Younger"  which  Peter  is  referring  to  is  not  just  young  people.  He  is 
speaking  to  any  and  all  who  are  just  new  in  the  faith,  those  who  perhaps  have 
just  come  to  Christ.  He  is  speaking  of  those  who  are  not  completely  well  versec 
**CinetSed£criplures|etno8ia§to*ire  preparing  themselves  in  daily  Bible  reading; 
those  who  are  seeking  to  tostsmx  become  more  than  babes  in  Christ.   These  people 
should  be  taught  and  shown  by  the  other  leaders  of  the  congregation  what  being 
a  Christian  really  is  all  about.   But  more  than  this,  everyone  should  be  sub- 
ject to  one  another  and  this  is  done  in  humility.   A  person  who  is  humble,  who 
has  humility  can  take  instructions  and  guidance  to  increase  their  Christian 
walk  and  is  not  of  a  proud  nature  or  spirit.   Peter  points  out  that  God  resistel 
the  proud,  God  doesn't  exalt  them  or  lift  them  up.   i'hey  lift  themselves  up  but 
God  doesn't.   Instead,  Cod  exalts,  or  gi£es  His  Grace  to  those  who  are  humble; 
to  those  who  don't  put,  or  push  themselves  ahead  of  everyone  else. 
And  so  Peter  now  reverts  from  the  specific,  back  to  the  general  which  includes 
everyone.   Je  read  in  the  6th  and  7th  verses:  (read  these). 
/eter  is  saying  that  we  are  not  placed  in  the  church  to  show  God  what  great 
""people  we  are.   Instead,  we  are  to  humble  ourselves  under  God's  mighty  Hamd. 
That  means  that  we  place  ourselves  under  the  strength  of  God.   The  word  for 
mighty  is  that  of  being  all  powerful,  all  might,  a  strength  beyond  ourselves 


and  a  strength  we  could  not  possibly  possess. 

The  final  admonition  about  this  is  to  not  only  place  ourselves  under  God's  all- 
;   jerful  protection  and  strength,  but  to  "Cast  all  our  care  upon  Him."   The  word 
cast  means  "to  deposit  with"  and  the  word  "all"  implies  the  whole  amount,   oo 
we  are  not  to  just  deposit  some  of  our  worries  and  cares  with  God,  but  all  of  it 
the  entire  amount,  the  whole  of  it.  But  there  is  a  reason  for  doing  so  and  that 
reason  is  because,  "He  careth  for  you."   The  word  "careth"  is  that  God  has  a 
concern  for  each  individual  person.   It  is  not  an  abstract  word,  but  one  of 
personal  assurance  of  His  deep  and  abiding  love  for  us  in  all  circumstances. 

(Illustration  of  girl  at  camp  &,  homesickness/here-sickness)#551-Jun.  3erm  Illus) 
In  midst  of  whatver  problems,  persecutions,  struggles  of  life,  are  we  here-sick 
because  we  are  not  at  home  with  God?  He's  reacMng  out  to  us  to  shelter  us 
under  His  Mighty  Hand  and  to  wrap  His  loving  arms  around  us  and  say  "I  Love 
You"  through  Jesus  Christ.   Do  you  know  that  for  a  certainty  today?   Why  not 
just  reach  out  to  Him  and  take  His  hand  in  yours  and  rest  in  His  care,  because 
He  loves  you. 


***(to  be  added  to  page  5) 

.e  erroneous  view  we  have  of  elders  is  that  they  are  men  who  fcrancx  are  of  an 
older  age  who  by  virtue  of  their  years  are  spiritually  mature.   xxix  !■< owning 
could  be  further  from  the  truth,   a  young  man  of  20  may  be  more  spiritually 
mature  than  a  man  of  90,  and  that  young  man  would  be  the  alder.   We  place  too 
much  emphasis  on  age  in  our  country.   I  do^'t  mean  to  imply  that  we  shouldn't. 
But  it  is  no  more  a  fact  that  just  because  someone  is  elderly,  that  person  is 
very  wise,  than  it  is  to  say  that  just  because  a  person  goes  to  school  he  is 
educated.   With  the  passing  of  the  years  a  person  should  increase  in  wisdom  and 
knowledge.   But  many  people  have  come  to  Christ  years  and  years  ago  and  are  still 
infants  in  Christ  because  they  have  not  grown  spiritually. 

We  hear  a  great  deal  today  that  in  the  not  too  distant  future  we  will  have  more 
retired  people  in  our  nation  than  working  people  and  this  grpup  will  uLLkk.  dictati 
national  policy.  I  don't  look  forward  to  that  because  we  need  to  look  at  some 
of  the  so  called  leaders  now  in  retirement.   Former  presidents  Carter,  Nixon  and 
Ford  are  good  examples  of  this.   They  spend  time  and  money  traveling  hither  and 
yon  to  give  their  esteemed  opinions  as  to  what  we  should  or  shouldn't  be  doing. 
Yet,  while  in  office  they  contributed  to  the  mess  we  are  in  today,  and  couldn't 
solve  it  when  given  the  chance,   dome  of  our  noted  sneators  and  congressmen  who 
are  retired  are  making  more  money  in  returemnet  than  when  they  worked.   On  20/20 
on  national  TV  if  you  watched  you  saw  this.  A  90  year  old  iix-senator  from  Ver- 
mont is  getting  92,000  per  year  and  each  year  it  increases.  He  admits  it  is 
wrong  and  should  be  changed,  but  he  is  not  giving  any  of  it  back  to  correct  it. 
When  he  was  in  office,  he  never  made  more  than  48,000.   iiX-senators  McGovern  and 
McCarthy  are  making  &fix®®8  more  than  60,000  and  never  contributed  half  od  what 
they  have  recieved  thus  far.   These  are  our  former  leaders  who  supposedly  haoe 

he  answers  to  our  problems,  oo  Peter  is  saying  that  i£  an  aged  man  iMxxh  or 
woman  in  the  congregation  has  not  read  the  Bible,  studied  it,  growm  spiritually, 
this  is  the  "Younger"  in  being  referred  to.   To  any  who  have  not  applied  them- 
selves to  the  spiritual  things,  these  people  are  to  submit  themselves  to  the 
leadership  and  authority  of  those  who  have  applied  themselves. 
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ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude      "Prelude  on  'Dies  Irae'"     Nibelle 
►Processional  Hymn  No.  1  "For  the  Beauty  of  the  Earth" 
►Ascription 
►Exhortation 

►Confession  (In  Unison)  "Lord  God,  our  Saviour,  you  have 
been  faithful  in  your  promise  to  deliver  us  from  the 
guilt  of  our  sins,  and  make  us  acceptable  to  you  and 
your  kingdom.   But  too  often  I  have  not  been  faithful 
in  following  my  promise  to  obey  your  will,  and  I  have 
not  loved  my  neighbors  and  enemies.   I  humbly  ask 
forgiveness.  Lord,   in  Jesus'  name.   Amen." 
►Kyrie 

►Assurance  of  Pardon 
►Praise 

►Pastor:  Blessed  be  the  Lord  God" 
►People:   And  blessed  be  Ills  Glorious  Name  forever 
'Gloria  Patri 
Who's  Who  in  the  Few 
Announcements 

Joys,  Concerns,  Prayer  Requests 
Hymn  No.  39B   "Rise  Up,  0  Men  of  God" 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer 

Choral  Prayer  Response  (#446) 
Offering 

Offertory  "From  God  Shall  Naught  Divide  Me"  Krieger 
►Doxology  382 
Anthem:   "The  Lord  Is  My  Shepherd"         Matthews 
(Mrs.  Robert  Sybert,  Soprano;  Miss  Molly  Cochran,  flute; 
Mi-.  Thompson) 


> 


I 


> 


.Scripture:         I  Peter  5:*"*  <Hr~// 
Sermon:     "Wayfarer's  Excursion:    Standing  Firm" 
"Closing  Hymn  No.  E1B  "I  Will  Sing  the  Wondrous  Story" 
Benediction 

Postlude:   "0  Little  Flock,  iear  Not  the  Foe"  Raison 
++++++++  ►Congregation  Standing  +++++++ 
The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Jane  Andrews  in  Loving  memory  of  Roy  Andrews. 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are  "Richard  Mangel,  Don 

Kingeley,  Art  Carney,  and  Cary  Penar, 

Deacons  -  Marlena  Riemer  and  Debby  Melton  will  gri  at 

the  Congr ■ ;  t1  Ion    the  door  this  Morning. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Tina  Groves  and 

Beth  Tait. 
Hospitalized:  i-Ui-V    f>£tJ/tfc 
Dan  Bosko,  Carl  Vinroe  and  Bill  Pflugh  will  be  visiting 

the  Hospital  this  week.  They  will  also  be  visiting 

a  shut-in  and  a  non-attending  person. 
The  attendance  last  week  was!76  with  14  Visitors 
AFTER  THE  CHURCH  SERVICE  TODAY  -  SPECIAL  COUNCIL 

MEETING. 
Monday  -  7:30  -  Elders  Association  Meeting 
Tuesday  and  Thurs .  -  6-B  *  Aerobics 
Wed.  -  7:00  -  Chancel  Choir 
The  Church  is  in  need  of  two  used  Vacuum  Sweepers 

(Upright).   Even  if  they  need  repairs. 
On  behalf  oT  the  John  Snow  Family  -  they  would  like  to 

thank  the  Congregation  for  Cards,  Prayers,  and 

Visits  during  Sara's  recent  illness  and  expiration. 

«xt  Week  you  will  not  want  to  missthe  Singing  group 

coining  to  the  Church  -  Recreations.   They  will  be 

here  for  the  11  o'clock  Service. 
Council  meeting  will  be  held  May  4th  at  7:00  P.M. 
Mother  and  Daughter  Banquet  coming  up  on  May  11th. 

Make  sure  you  make  plans  to  attend. 

WWW  THE  PASTOH  ENTERS  AND  KNEELS  AT  THE  ALTAR 

■-.:    REFRAIN  FR0*(  MAKING  NOISE  UNTIL  AFTER   : 

SERVICE. 

Food  will  be  collected  for  the  Needy  every  Sunday. 

Live  every  day  so  that  you  have  no  unfinished  business 
with  God. 


"Wayfarer's  iixcursion:  Standing  ifirm; 
jcrip:  1  Peter  5:8-11;  Text:  1  Peter  5:10 
(IUus  girl  el  operatr.lt  not  ups  &   dwns,its  jerks) 
We   countr  ups^dwns,&,  also  jerks=no  mean  obnox  peop 
mean  thin?  cum  long  bring  up short (thing  gnaw  us; 
thing  upset ;knok  props  out  &  queatin-WHT,Why  happn? 
tf*  -..Why, why, &  no  anser  or  impartil  anser 
Pici  agin  peop  1st  C  ch  5  provs  of  Asia  Minor;they 
cum  2Xp  &  wer  eagr  21iv  4-  Him, but  iraediat  wer  odds 
w/Hom  govt  Bcuz  refus  worah  i2mp;they  worsh  Js  Xp 
this  jeopardiz  thing  4-them  f-.  lef  mid  persecutin 
throut  1st  I.ettr  P  try  giv  encourad  need;strugfo  anser 
their  «-/HT' s  ovr  ovr  agin 
oo  read  this  Scrip  ansers  then  poop  need  21ift  harts 
&  spirits  2  God 
vs  8a=Sober«mentl  sel-control;vi.J;ilent=awalc, watchful 

Say=hav  mentl  faculty  shapp.tun  thing  transpir  rnd  u 
Vs  8b=Adversary=oponent  law  suit ;devil=Gr  word  mean 
throw  ovr, or  across  &  thia  cum  court  jargon  as  1  who 
brot  fals  charges  agin  anothr=«1  who  slander 
Xpian  2B  alert  fact  oponent  2B  delt  w/stop  nothing 
P  liken  2  roar  lion=&  roar=fierc  animl  howl  fierce 

hunsr  &  Ik  4  nothr  2  kil, devour 
We  2B  awar  ther  such  individ  lurk  outsid  thez  livs 
&  only  coal  is  21ead  away  from  G  &  destroy=fair/foul 

But  P  no  just  giv  warn  St  let  go.insted  giv  Xpain: 
Vs  9=itesist='.;ithstan,2B  firm  agin  nothr  pern  onset, 

2striv  agin  tk 
Satan  stil  powrfl  fore  2B  delt  with  &  kno  own  str  or 
powr  cannot  overcum  him 
But  Js  Xp  overcum  &  str  of  Him  can  withstan  wiles  & 
deceit  of  him 
P  ;   i  graphic  waycresist  stedfastsotefast  strongr 
term  than  re -1st; cum  from  miltary  &  Sr  army  infantry 
form  clos  rank  &  present  solid  wal  advanc  agin  enmy 
&  this  solid  front  we  2  present  agin  Satan  &  fite 
fite  as  solid  fore 
All  this  2B  dun  in  the  faith=Ur  faith=personal 
2,a   1  stan  individly  his  lif  &  kno  very  same  aflictins 
endur  by  everl  throut  world 
We  no  involv  strujjl  alone; all  endur  &  involv 
But  in  midst  2kno  not  alone  &  P  say  this  nex  vs 
Vs  10=Thoz  G  cal  thru  K  tip  2  aalvatin(S:  this  only  way 
happn)thez  peop  eternty  wait  for  them 
Wliil  on  tola  e  -th  hav  persecutin, troubl,tribulatin 
P-t  P  say  only  4  a  while 
G  t  In  2do  4  thing  4Blievrs=Perf ect=no  ppobs  etc 
3tabliab»(no  establish)*^  firmly  ground  persn 
3trengtaen=&.  settle=G  do  this  Bcuz  they  iiis  own 


ea  instanc  31ievr  nevr  lef  4sakn  or  axon  z   rue    d.f 
Vs  11=1  add  toenedictin  2  emphasiz 

2  GDI)  BE  SHE  5L0RT,P0R  !        5VEH.   AMEH 
af ] ' Atin/persecutin  wil  cum  21if  evr  Blievr  &  thez  B 
the 

How  handl  them?   Job  giv  illus=(giv  bakground  life) 
Job  19:25-27-iffiAD 

ar  Ir  2watevr  persecutin  may  cum  is  STAHU  SIM   as 

brief  excursin  this  lif  continu 

Si  this  requir  comitment;but  society  duznt  teach  or 
practic  comitment 
Inate.-.  ,we  R  tol  do  own  thinc,watevr  oak  happy  do  it 

As  result  C  brokn  livs  aroun  us  Bcus  2few  want  2 

strufcjl  or  B  involv  situatins  that  R  far  from  perfect 
David  &  Betty  gud  exampl=Illus  of  them) 

±nhat  wat  comitment  is  S-.  isnt  easy  in  fac  persecutin, 

troubl,siknes  etc. 
This  wat  P  try  teach  erly  Xpians 
Can  only  happn  wen  peop  cotsit  2  Lord  Js  Xp  &  stand 
fimrly  on  Him  &  His  Word 

(lllus  man  mainlin  Denom  knu  ailxbout  Jo=no  Knu  HIM) 
Can  we  say  same  thing? 

Or  mus  say  no  kno  Js  personly  eithr? 

Can  say  Bouz  Him  Stand  Firm?  Or  mus  say  we  dont  hav 

that  comitment  2day? 
We  can  alter  situatin  2day,but  mean  mus  seek  2  Jtanc 
Firm  from  this  day  regardles  of  cost 
From  stanpoint  kno  regardles  wat  hapn  this  life,ilnes 
i  diseas,siknes  etc, in  futur  lif  we  wil  B  victors  *■ 
Js  Xp 

Wat  wil  choic  B? 


thru 


"Wayfarer's  Excursion:  standing  firm" 
scripture:  1  Peter  5:8-11 

Text:  1  Peter5:10 

^illustration:  as  a  man  got  on  the  elevator  he  remarked  to  the  young  lady  op- 
erator, "I  guess  you  have  a  lot  of  ups  and  downs."  She  looked  him  in  the  eye 
and  answered  as  nicely  as  she  could,  x3£kkxxx!±is  "I  don't  mind  the  ups  and  downs, 
it's  the  jerks.") 

Everyone  has  "ups"  and  "downs"  and  this  is  a  normal  part  of  life.  But  along 
with  those  "ups"  and  "downs"  we  do  encounter  "jerks,"  and  I  don't  just  mean 
obnoxious  people.   I'm  speaking  of  those  things  which  occur  which  bring  us  up 
short;  those  things  that  cannot  be  explained;  those  things  that  gnaw  at  us  and 
make  us  question,  "Why?"   ">/hy  is  it  that  these  things  happen?"  Just  when 
things  seem  to  be  on  an  even  keel,  running  smoothly  something  comes  along  and 
knocks  the  props  out  from  under  us.   "WHY,  why,  why?"   I'm  sure  you  have  asked 
that  question  many  times.   And  I'm  equally  sure  that  you  have  not  always  re- 
ceived adequate  answers,  if  you  received  an  answer  at  all. 
Picture  again  the  people 'in  the  1st  century  Christian  church  in  those  five 
provinces  of  Asia  hinor.   They  had  come  to  Christ,  their  lives  had  been  trans- 
formed and  they  were  eager  to  live  for  Him.  But  immediately  they  were  at  odds 
with  the  fioman  government  because  they  were  HHXxwixixHgxiBxwHxsidris  refusing  to 
worship  the  emperor.   They  were  worshiping  Jesus  Christ  and  this  put  them  in 
w.e  jeopardy  with  the  authorities  and  left  them  wide  open  for  persecution  for 
their  faith.   Throughout  all  of  this  first  letter  from  the  Apostle  Peter,  he 
tries  to  give  them  the  encouragment  they  needed.   He  struggled  to  give  them  an 
answer  for  all  of  this  as  they  asked  over  and  over  again,  "tfhy?" 
So  it  is  that  we  read  in  this  section  of  Scripture  the  answers  which  these  peo- 
ple needed  to  hear  and  the  help  which  Peter  could  give  them  to  lift  up  their 
hearts  and  spirits  to  God. 

He  begins  by  saying,  "Be  sober,  be  vigilant."   Sober  means  to  be  mentally  self- 
controlled,  and  vigilant  means  to  be  awake  and  watchful.  So  he  is  saying  to 
have  all  of  your  mental  faculties  sharpened  and  tuned  to  the  things  which  are 
transpiring  around  you.   The  reason  for  it  ism  "Because  your  adversary  the  devil 
as  a  roaring  lion,  walketh  about,  seeking  whom  he  may  de-four."   The  word, 
"adversary"  comes  from  a  word  which  means  "an  opponent  in  a  lawsuit, "   The 
word  "devil"  comes  from  the  Greek  word  which  means  to  "throw  over,  or  across." 
This  word  also  comes  from  courtroom  jragon  and  was  one  who  brought  false 
charges  against  another  person.   It  speaks  of  slanderering  someone.   So  the 
Christian  is  to  be  alert  to  the  fact  that  there  is  an  opponent  to  be  dealt  with 
„qo  is  stopping  at  nothing  to  destroy  him.   Peter  likens  him  to  a  roaring  lion, 
and  the  word  "roaring"  had  to  do  with  ?m   a  firece  animal,  like  a  lion  who  was 
howling  in  intense  hunger  and  looking  for  another  animal  to  kill  and  devour. 
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iie   are  to  be  aware  that  there  is  such  an  individual  lurking  outside  of  our 
lives  whdsse  only  goal  is  to  lead  us  away  from  God.   To  do  so  he  will  use  any 

>ans  fair  or  foul  to  accomplish  his  end. 
But  Peter  doesn't  just  issue  a  waring  and  let  it  go  at  that.   Instead,  he  q±1mz 
offers  the  Christian  the  help  needed  to  overcome  this  problem.   He  says,  "Whom 
resist  steadfastly  in  the  faith,  knowing  that  the  same  afflictions  are  accom- 
plished in  your  brethren  that  are  in  the  world."  Tve  word  "resist"  means  to 
"withstand,  to  kakK  be  firm  against  someone's  onset,  to  strive  against  that 
one."   Satan  is  still  a  powerful  force  to  be  dealt  with  and  we  know  that  in 
our  own  strength,  in  our  own  power  we  cannot  overcome  him.   But  Jesus  Christ 
has  overcome  him  and  in  the  strength  of  Jesus  Christ  we  can  withstand  the 
wiles  and  the  deceit  of  Satan.   Peter  is  striving  to  show  this  in  a  most 
graphic  way  because  he  tells  as,  "Resist  stedfast."   To  resist  is  to  fight 
against,  to  withstand,  but  the  word  "stedfast"  is  even  a  stronger  term.  It 
comes  from  the  military  and  spoke  of  fche  Greek  pkxixnx  infantry  which  formed 
in  close  ranks  and  presented  a  solid  wall  to  advance  against  the  enemy.   This 
is  the  solid  front  we  are  to  present  against  Satan  and  fight  that  fight  with 
a  solid  force*   do  the  believer  is  told  to  "Resist"  to  stand  firm  against 
Satan  and  it  is  to  be  done  "In  the  faith,"  and  this  means  in  your  personal 
~aith.   He  means  that  each  believer  is  to  stand  individually  in  his  life, 
firmly  against  the  onslaughts  of  Satan  and  his  forces,  knowing  that  the  very 
same  afflictions,  or  persecutions  are  being  endured  by  all  Christians  through- 
out the  world.   We  are  not  involved  in  a  struggle  that  is  only  ours  alone. 
Rather,  we  are  involved Jn  a  struggle  which  everyone  is  enduring. 
But  in  the  midst  of  this  struggle  we  must  know  that  we  are  not  alone.  This  is 
what  Peter  is  saying  in  the  10th  verse,  (read  this).   He  is  pointing  out  that 
those  whom  God  has  called  through  His  Holy  Spirit,  meaning  those  who  have  been 
led  to  Salvation,  (and  this  is  always  and  only  done  with  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit),  those  people  have  eternity  awaiting  them.   While  they  are  on  this 
earth  they  have  trouble  and  tribulation,  but  Peter  says  that  is  only  for  a 
"While."  But  God  is  going  to  mxkByM&K.'8x'&wi±KX.KXx!kp&x£&z±   do  four  things  for 
each  believer.   First,  he  will  be  made  perfect.  This  means  that  mn  eternity 
the  believer  will  have  a  perfect  body,  no  sickness,  illness,  or  disease;  he 
will  have  a  life  with  God,  completely  free  of  all  prHfciz  persecution  and  trou- 
ble.  Then  God  is  going  to  stablish  His  own  people.   That  i3  not  establish,  but 
"Stablish."   It  means  God  will  firmly  ground  that  person  in  the  faith.   Then 

od  will  strengthen  each  one  and  settle  them  as  His  own.   In  each  instance,  the 
"believer  is  never  forsaken  or  left  to  fight  the  battle  alone. 

And  Peter  ±s   wants  to  emphasize  this  so  much  that  he  adds  a  benediction  at  this 
point  and  he  says,  (read  verse  1t&   11).   To  God  be  the  glory  forever,  and  ever. 
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Affliction  and  persecution  will  come  to  the  life  of  every  believer.   These  are 
the  jerks.  How  do  we  handle  them?  A  man  named  Job  had  more  than  his  share 

t   persecution  and  trouble.  In  fact,  it  was  instigated  by  Satan  to  show  God 
that  Job  would  turn  away  from  Him.   He  had  all  of  his  family  taken  from  him; 
his  wife  deserted  him;  he  lost  all  of  his  property;  even  his  friends  demanded 
that  he  confess  whatever  sin  it  was  that  caused  all  of  this.   Yet,  through  it 
all  he  came  to  the  place  where  he  could  say  as  we  read  in  the  19th  chapter  of 
Job,  verses  25  through  27,  (read  these). 

T>,e  answer  to  whatever  persecution  may  come  is  in  "Standing  Firm"  as  our  brief 
pilgrimage  through  this  life  continues.   And  this  requires  commitment.   But 
our  modern  day  society  doesn't  teach  or  practice  commitment.   Instead,  we  are 
told  to  do  our  own  thing,  whatever  makes  us  happy,  do  it.   As  a  result  we  see 
the  broken  and  shattered  lives  around  us  because  too  few  want  to  struggle  or 
be  involved  in  situations  that  are  far  from  perfect.   David  and  Betty  are  a 
good  example  pf  what  commitment  really  is. 

(Illustration  of  David  Pc  Betty,  her  nursing  him,  his  death  etc.) 
That's  what  commitment  is  and  it  isn't  easy  in  the  face  of  persecution  and 
trouble.   But  this  is  what  leter  was  striving  to  teach  those  early  Christians. 
It  can  only  happen  when  people  are  committed  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  stand 

irmly  on  Him  and  His  Word.  A  man  got  up  to  speak  in  a  ehh$c  certain  "Mainline" 

Denomination"  congregation.  He  said,  "I  was  raised  in  this  church,  baptized, 
confirmed,  the  whole  works.   I  knew  all  about  Jesus;  His  life;  His  ministry, 
and  so  on.   But  I  didn't  know  Him  personally,  and  when  I  made  that  move,  my 
life  hasn't  been  the  same  and  I  can  face  whatever  life  may  bring  my  way") 

Can  we  say  the  same  thing?  Or  must  we  say  that  we  don't  know  Jesus  personally 

either?  Can  we  say  that  because  of  Him  we  are  "Standing  Firm?"  Or  must  we 

we  say  we  don't  have  that  commitment  today?  We  can  alter  fckacfc  our  situation  if 

we  find  that  we  are  not  in  that  relationship  with  Jesus  Christ.  But  it  means 

we  must  seek  from  this  day  to  "Stand  Firm"  regardless  of  the  cost.   From  the 

standpoint  of  knowing  that  regardless  what  happens  in  this  life  to  us;  whether 

it  is  sickness,  disease,  illness  of  any  kind;  persecution;  problems;  whatever, 

if  we  belong  to  God  and  commit  it  all  to  Him,  in  the  future  life  we  will  be 

the  victors  through  Jesus  Christ.  What  will  our  choice  be? 
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ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude         "Mother" 

"Something  Beautiful" 
•■Processional  Hymn  No.  6    "This  is  my  Father's  world" 
•Ascription 
•Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "Merciful  Father,  who  wiliest  not 
thy  children  to  wander  in  darkness;  pour  the  light  of  thy 
spirit  into  our  minds  and  hearts,  that  we  may  discover 
what  is  thy  holy  will  and  discern  the  true  from  the 
false,  the  evil  from  the  good,  and  that  we  may  henceforth 
walk  in  the  paths  of  wisdom,  to  the  glory  of  thy  holy 
name;  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  Amen." 
•Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon 
•Praise 

•Pastor:   Blessed  be  the  Lord  God  I 
•People:   And  blessed  be  His  Glorious  Name  forever 
"Gloria  Petri 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

Joys,  Concerns,  Prayer  Requests 
Hymn  No.   545  "I  love  Your  kingdom.  Lord" 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor :  The  Lord  be  with  you 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit 
Pastor:  Let  us  Pray 
Prayer 
Offering 

Offertory   "That  Wonderful  Mother  of  Mine" 
•Doxology  382 
Uuet     "Mother  and  Home"    Beth  Feder  and  Molly  Cochran 
Rol  Thompson  -  Saxophone 
r-  Lp1  urc :     1  Peter  5:12-14 


Jermon:      "Wayfarer's  Excursion:   The  Sign" 
'Closing  Hymn  No.   497   "Like  a  River  Glorious" 
Benediction 
Postlude 

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  '-Congregation  Standing  +  +  +  ++  + 
The  lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Von  P-Ialoney  in  loving  memory  of  Jim  Maioney. 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are  ^Virginia  Mangel,  Marie 

Henry*  Nancy  Dellen  and  Ka^en  'Link. 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gottlob  Kradel  will  greet  Congregation 

\  Nursery  will  he  provided  ^r  G  <->7~ 
Hospitalized:   Lula  Penar,  Norabel  Cooper,  Mrs, 

Clarence  Sherman  and  Mrs.  Carl  Vinroe. 

Donald  Kennedy  and  Ray  Covert  will  be  visiting  the 

Hospital  this  week,. 

Tonight  -  Youth  Fellowship 

Tues.  and  Thurs.  -  Aerobics  in  Rebuboth  Hall. 

Wed.  _  6:00  -  Mother  and  Daughter  Banquet  tureen 
dinner.   ALL  WOMEN  of  the  Church,  their  mother, 
daughter  or  friend  are  invited.  Special  music  by 
Rol  Thompson,  Kitty  Feder,  Beth  Feder  and  Molly 
Cochran,   Bring  tureen  and  table  service.   Meat, 

>  beverage  and  dessert  is  furnished. 
Next  Sunday  -  5:30  Family  Sunday  School  Dinner  and 
entertainment.   Bring  tureen  large  enough  to  accomm — 
odate  your  own  family.   Provide  your  table  service. 
Beverage  will  be  furnished. 

>  Thurs.  -  7:00  -  Choir  Rehearsal. 
Our  sincere  sympathy  to  the  Family  and  Friends  of 
Miss  Emily  Irvine  who  passed  away  in  Georgia. 
Graveside  services  will  be  held  Wed.  May  11,  11:00 
A.  M.  by  Rev.  Link  at  the  Rose  Hill  Cemetary. 
Butler  Area  Layinens  Dinner  "Ladies  Mite"  May  19th, 
St.  Peter's  Church,  Zelienople  -  6:30  P.M.  Chuck 

>Penar  and  J.  Walter  Harmon  have  tickets. 
The  Council  approved  this  recommendation  be  passed 
along  to  the  Cong,  for  vote.   In  regards  to  addition- 
al organ  pipes  in  the  chancel.   Equipment  plus  labor 
until  deadline  of  June  11  -  not  to  exceed  $7,980  max. 
(does  not  include;  support,  construction/installation 
-  power  line)  The  Congregation's  approval  or 
■iU-.,,..     '   til  be  taken  May  22nd.. 


"javfarer's   excursion;    l'ne  =>JB»     .  c.-iiv, 

SoripSStl  1  Peter  5:12-14;   Text:   IxPeter  ?.12b 
»i.   .103  .crip  P-8  Wictin  Uh'a   5  prov,  AsiaJ-iinor 

we   too   ^=oILAo   to   name 
But  why  uud  P  writ  bout  811m  at  c±oa   i- 
3  posibiltys,2  probabiltys 

'W.XtSASL^S--  p  -ft?""-"0 

5 "nt   met.br   .torn   poatl   Dept, local   union  g 

E   Say=faithfl  broa-many  peop   aerJ,taiu  of  him  &  * 

fiSiillsSf? 

accpt  thez  things  spk  of  Js  Xp 
But  nor  than  exhort, urg  it  testify  &  1  means  save 
eywitnes  accp  only  1  w/Js  cud  t  1  of 
But  wat  exhort .testify  of ?==Vs  12c 
This  short  stament  whol  sumatm  of  letr, it  t ^me 
Tb-t  is=Grace  G  free  Si",no  work, earn, merit, deserv 

+  r i_nP.  i=  jnlvatin  tb.ru  Ja  Xp 
I  „£  g£\ni.?*  is  very  faith  £ol  IK  ^  B 
bilt  on  &  this  sumatm  P»B  1st  letr 

ffi££i?iB  Some^u^nPkno  wat  Jn  writ  *ev 

weK  wrot  Letr  Roms,16th  chap.oloB  vss  greet 
27  Xpiaus  &  I  no  name=3cua,not  there 
if  left  out  wud  insult  r,&  raul  no  do  this 
Ti-  TiflbTlon  on  Euphrates  .iiverjther  stil  Jews  liv 

olos  letr  w/oign,in  fao  2  jigns 
„  14a«*iSB  of  Love, not  charity ;Paul  say  Holy 


P    Et   Faul    3PK    aCTiUJ-    tua 

Uevrs  asembl, greet  w/embrac,kis  both  chks 
this  3i«l  nratul  luv  shar  2gethr  as  folos  Ja  Xp 
Kb-  recalls  betray  w/kiss  from  Judas=this  misuse 
2  *3ig»-Vs  14b=thls  Sign  oum  from  Js  a*»s«K   „ 
Jn  2Q?19=doors  lok.windo  shut=cum  in  room  &  Peace 

L-dT1tbat0fc'so'awen  Blievrs  meet ,areet,embrac, kiss 
&   say=May  Peace  J3  Xp  Be  With  You 
So  wat  I  do  is  ty  B12Satbr  by  pt  out  that  as  tru 
folios  of  Js  Xp.the  pruf  is  the  luv  ea  Blievr  3hud 
hav  4  othr  alievrs  individuly  &   cllectivly 
How  do  we  sho  this  luv  which  3?  say  we  shud  bayf 
Clllus  Brett, teachr  Don  Ackelson,&  Hotto  Day  card} 
Shis  is  SIQS  ea  X.ian  shud  hav.posseas  &  giv  2othr 
ipians  „  ,.    ,, 

But  shud  B  6JW    we  giv  2  all  world 
Am  sural  who  luv  U  &  Me  mor  dearly  than  any  human 
cud  posibly  luv  anothr 
That  person  Js  Xp 
He  no  quest  who  we  R.wher  we  liv.who  parent  were, 
or  anyttiinf"  else  _    . . 

Jus  knu  we  nsed  2B  4Sivn  &  this  tak  plac  thru 
detb  on  our  Bhalf  .  . 

Let  us  seek  2shar  that  SIGH  in  our  congregatin, 
let  us  shar  it  in  our  famlies, 
let  us  shar  it  wherevr  we  go 
The  Jign  shud  spk  2  worl  that  ttera  lHIo  l->  itu. 
TRUE  BRACE  ilE'HRJS   WE  oTAND. 


"Wayfarer's  Excursion:  The  Sigan 

the  churches  in  the  five 
Scripture:  1  Peter  5:12-14  .         provinces  of  Asia  Iviinor, 

This  closing  Scripture  is  Peter's  benediction  to 

1th  this  last  bit  of  Scripture  from  Peter's  first  letter,  it  is  somewhat  like 
saying  goodbye  to  an  old  friend.   I  trust  that  you  have  come  to  know  Peter  a 
little  better  through  this  letter,  but  we  will  not  be  saying  goodbye  to  him. 
In  fact,  we  will  be  not  only  looking  at  his  second  letter  starting  next  week, 
but  we  will  be  starting  to  look  at  five  New  Testament  books  which  speak  of 
the  "End  times,"  of  which  2nd  Peter  is  the  first  one. 

Peter  begins  his  conclusion  by  writing,  "By  Cilvanus,  a  faithful  brother  unto 
you,  as  I  suppose."  Sfca  Silvanus  was  known  throughout  the  early  Church,  be- 
cause he  had  accompanied  Paul  on  his  second  missionary  journey  and  we  know  him 
as  ^ilas  which  was  his  Greek  name.   But  why  would  Peter  be  writing  about  Silas 
at  the  close  of  his  letter?  There  are  three  possibilities  of  which  two  of 
them  are  probable.   There  are  those  who  have  proposed  that  Cilas  was  the  author 
and  actual  write  of  this  letter  bearing  Peter's  name.   But  if  that  is  the  case 
then  ;jilas  was  a  cheat  and  a  liar.   In  this  letter  are  several  occasions  in 
which  the  author,  supposedly  Peter,  speaks  of  being  a  firsthand  witness  to 
events  in  the  life  of  Jesus  Christ.   If  Silas  were  the  author  he  would  be 
lying  because  he  was  never  a  firsthand  witness  to  anything  in  the  life  of 
Tesus  Christ.   And  if  he  was  lying  he  was  certainly  taking  the  things  of  Cod 
very  lightly  because  he  knew  that  this  letter  would  be  passed  from  church  to 
church  and  takne  at  face  value. 

The  seond  possibility  and  this  is  a  probability  is  that  Silas  was  the  one  who 
actually  wrote  the  letter  as  Peter  was  dictating  it.   f""e  reason  believed  that 
he  wrote  the  letter  is  because  of  the  more  advanced  Greek  in  which  it  is  writ- 
ten. Peter  was  just  an  ordinary  fisherman  without  formal  schooling  and  the 
style  of  Greek  was  beyond  that  of  which  he  would  write.   But  Silas,  or  Silvanus 
his  Latin  name,  by  which  Peter  calls  him,  was  a  Soman  citizen.   As  such  he 
like  the  Apostle  Paul  was  fairly  well  educated.  It  is  believed  that  Peter 
dictated  what  he  wanted  said,  and  Silas  then  wrote  it  changing  the  sentence 
structures  and  grammar  to  make  it  read  as  it  should.   But  this  was  done  with 
Peter's  approval. 

The  third  possibility  which  is  also  a  probability  is  that  Silas  was  not  only 
the  secretary  but  the  one  who  delivered  the  letter  to  the  «±x  churches  of  the 
five  provinces  of  Asia  Minor.   He  was  a  member  of  the  Soman  Postal  Department 

Local  Union  #1 . 

Peter  then  adds,  after  he  has  told  that  Silas  would  be  the  hand  deliverer  of 
the  letter,  that  Cilas  was  a  faithful  brother.  Many  of  these  people  had  heard 
of  Silas  and  knew  of  him  and  Peter  is  merely  reassuring  them  that  he  is  a 
true  Christian  in  every  sense  of  the  word.   Then  he  adds,  "As  I  suppose"  and 
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the  Greek  word  for  "suppose"  at  this  point  really  means,  "to  consider,  count, 
"  ^ckon,"  or,  "draw  a  logical  conclusion  from."  Jo  Peter  is  actually  saying, 
i*m  sending  oilvanus,  or  iilas  to  you,  and  you  know  him  as  a  faithful  brother, 
as  I  reckon  him,  or  count  him  to  he.   Phis  is  the  logical  conclusion  I  have 
come  to  about  him." 

And  then  Peter  goes  on  to  state,  "I  have  written  to  you  briefly,  exhorting  and 
testifying."  SHXsfoaixwasx&sxBxfeOTfciit^a^xXaKEXtscxHgx  He  is  saying  that  this 
letter  is  only  a  brief  leeter  in  which  he  is  seeking  to  urge  them  to  accept 
these  things  speaking  of  Jesus  Christ.   But  it  is  more  than  just  exhorting  or 
urging,  it  is  "testifying"  and  Peter  means  that  he  gave  them  eye  witness  ac- 
aounts  of  things  that  only  one  who  was  with  Jesus  could  tell. 

Now  what  was  it  he  was  exhorting  and  testifying  to  them  of?   "That  this  is  the 
true  grace  of  God  wherein  ye  stand."   Tvis  short  statement  is  the  whole  sum- 
mation of  this  entire  letter.   This  is  the  real  theme  and  that  is,  that  the 
Grace  of  God,  the  free  gift  for  which  you  cannot  work,  or  do  anything  to  earnm 
that  Grace  is  salvation  through  Jesus  Christ.   And  more  than  this,  it  is  the 
very  faith  upon  which  your  whole  life  should  be  built.   This  is  the  summation 
of  Peter's  first  letter  in  a  nutshell. 

To  now  Peter  is  ready  to  signoff  and  he  says,  "The  chmrch  that  is  at  Babylon, 
eledted  together  with  you,  saluteth  you;  and  so  doth  Marcus  my  son."   Just 
where  was  the  Babylon  of  which  he  is  speaking?  There  are  several  thoughts 
along  these  lines  also.   One  thought  has  been  that  it  is  Rome  and  Peter  is 
speaking  of  it  in  disguise  so  the  Roman  authorities  wouldn't  persecute  the 
Christians  there.   But  there  are  two  things  wrong  with  this.   First,  the  very 
first  mention  of  Rome  using  the  name  Babylon  for  it,  occurs  in  John's  book  of 
Revelation  and  that  was  ..written  long  after  Peter  departed  the  scene.   Secondly, 
when  Paul  wrote  his  letter  to  the  church  in  dome ,  in  the  16th  chapter  he  sent 
greetings  to  twenty  seven  people  and  Peter's  name  was  not  in  that  list.   If 
Peter  had  been  in  Rome  and  Paul  had  ommitted  him,  it  would  have  been  a  grave 
insult  to  Peter.   From  the  standpoint  of  how  Paul  conducted  himself  in  a  Christ 
like  manner,  he  would  have  never  openly  offended  Peter  in  this  way.   Bo  the 
Babylon  written  of  at  this  point  is  the  Babylon  on  the  Euphrates  River  but  was 
no  longer  the  world  capital  as  it  once  was.   But  there  were  still  Jews  living 
there  who  had  not  returned  to  their  homeland  following  the  downfall  of  Babylon. 
Borne  of  these  Jews  had  journeyed  to  Jerusalem  and  were  there  when  on  the  day 
of  Pentecost  the  Holy  ipirit  had  fallen  on  Peter  and  the  others  so  that  they 
could  speak  the  message  of  Jesus  Christ  to  unbelievers  in  their  own  tongues  and 
languages.   These  people  had  accepted  Christ,  returned  to  Babylon  and  had  forme 
a  Christian  church  there. 
But  this  still  leaves  "Marcus  my  son"  as  a  mystery.   This  Markus,  was  probably 


John  Hark,  the  author  of  the  Gospel  of  Mark.  This  young  man  had  been  around 
Peter  for  some  time  and  had  become  like  a  son  to  him.   Go  it  is  not  unusual 

or  Peter  to  refer  to  him  as  his  son.   B>  Gospel  of  Mark  it  is  said  by  those 
who  have  researched  it,  is  like  reading  the  preachin-  of  Simon  Peter.   Jo  m 
essence,  M„rk  was  very  close  to  Peter. 

Now  Peter  closes  this  letter  with  the  "Sign."   In  fact,  there  are  "two  Signs" 
here.   He  says,  "Greet  ye  one  another  with  a  kiss  of  charity."   And  tho  word 
"charity"  should  be,  "Love."   In  several  other  portions  of  Scripture  Paul 
calls  it   "the  holv  kiss."   Peter  and  Paul  are  speaking  of  an  actuall  kiss. 

,  believers  assembled  for  worship  they  greeted  one  another  with  an  embrace 
and  a  Id  ss  on  both  cheeks,   *H»  was  the  "Sign"  of  the  mutual  love  they  shared 
together,  as  followers  of  Jesus  Christ.   You  may  recall  when  Jesus  was  betrayer 
by  Judas,  the  "Sign"  of  who  it  was  they  were  to  arrest,  was  the  one  whom  Judas 
kissed.  riiiis  was  naturally,  a  misuse  of  the  greeting. 

The  second  "Sign"  was  that  of  saying  as  Peter  does  here,  "reace  be  with  you 
all  that  are  in  Christ  Jesus."  Amen."   Dhla  "Sift*"  tad  come  to  them  from  Jesu 
Himself   Jhen  they  were  assembled  in  the  Upper  Aoom  following  Hia  crucifixion 
the  doors  were  shut  and  bolted,  the  windows  were  locked  and  suddenly  Jesus 
stood  in  their  midst  and  said,  "Peace  be  unto  you."   Peter  had  heard  that  and 
when  they  embraced  each  other  with  the  kiss  of  love,  they  probably  said, 
"IV e  peace  of  Jesus  Christ  be  with  you." 

o0  what  Peter  is  doing  is  tying  all  of  this  together  by  pointing  out  that  as 
true  followers  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  proof  of  it  is  the  love  each  believer 
should  have  for  the  other  believers  individually  and  collectively. 
How  do  we  show  this  love  which  reter  was  trying  to  say  we  should  have.' 
(Illustration  of  Brefet  and  teacher  Don  Ackelson,  &  Mother's  Day  Card) 
This  is  the  "Sign"  which  each  Christian  should  possess  and  give  to  other 
Christians.   But  it  should  also  be  the  "Gign2  we  give  to  all  the  world. 
There  is  someone  who  loved  us  more  dearly  than  any  human  could  possioly  love 
another.   That  person  was  Jesus  Christ.   He  didn't  question  who  we  were,  or 
where  we  lived,  or  who  our  ancestors  were.   He  just  loved  us  with  a  complete 
love  that  was  expressed  in  His  death  on  our  behalf.   Let  us  seek  to  share 
that  "Sign"  in  our  congregation,  in  our  families  and  whereever  we  may  go. 
This  "Sign,"  skHKitotoxXErxxfcHSSxsta  should  speak  to  all  the  world  that, 
"This  is  the  true  grace  of  God  wheriin  we  stand." 
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ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude     "Thy  Works,  Not  Mine,  0  Christ"  Kindermann 
*Processional  Hymn  No.  679  "Eternal  Father,  Strong  to  Save" 
•Ascription 
♦Exhortation 

♦Confession  (In  Unison)  "Almighty  God,  who  hast  gathered 
thy  people  throughout  the  ages  and  in  all  the  world  into 
one  Church,  forgive  us  the  painful  divisions  and  wounds 
which  we  thy  children  have  inflicted  upon  thy  household 
of  faith.   Grant  us  the  grace  to  overcome  our  human 
errors  and  prejudices  that  we   may  walk  together  in  the 
unity  of  our  one  Master;  in  whose  name  we  pray*  Amen." 
♦Kyrie 

♦Assurance  of  Pardon 
♦Praise 

♦Pastor;   Blessed  be  the  Lord  God! 
♦People:   And  blessed  be  His  Glorious  Name  forever 
•Gloria  Patri 
Who ' s  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

Joys,  Concerns,  Prayer  Requests 
Hymn  Wo-  625   "Lord,  speak  to  me" 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer 
Offering 

Offertory  "Lord,  Thy  Word  Abideth"       Chops 

"0  Thou,  in  All  Thy  Might  So  Far"  Dougall 
•Doxoloty  385 

Anthem:  A  "Following  Jesus"  Praise  Medley    Bock,  arr. 
(Mr.  Dan  Metrick,  percussionist  and  Mr.  Thompson} 


Scripture:         2   Peter  1:1-4 

Sermon;       "The  Real  Thing;   Salvation,  God*s  Work" 
♦Closing  Hymn  No.  631  "I  Know  Whom  I  Have  Believed" 
Benediction 

Postlude   "Salvation  Unto  Us  Has  Come"  Kindermann 
+  +  +  +  +  +  +  *Congregation  Standing  ++++++++ 
The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
Paul  and  Joan  Campbell  in  loving  memory  of  Joan's 
Mother  and  Father  -  Mr.  &  Mrs*  James  P.  Christy. 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are  *Rob  Vinroe,  Hc-bert  Dellent 

Randy  Dellen  and  Brian  Kennedy 
Elder  and  Mrs,  Harry  Fry  will  greet  the  Congregation 

at  the  door  this  morning. 
Debbie  Johnston  will  be  in  the  Nursery  this  morning- 
Hospitalized: 

Paul  Campbell  and  Art  Snyder  will  be  visiting  the 
Hospital  this  week,  plus  a  shut-in  and  an  non-attend- 
ing person. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  162  with  11  Visitors 
^*Today  -  5:30  -  Family  Sunday  School  Tureen  Dinner  and 
entertainment.  This  is  open  tft  the  Church  not  just 

>  Sunday  School.   Please  come  and  enjoy  the  fellowship, 
onday  -  7:30  -  Reorganizational  Meeting  for  ch*   Scb. 
tubs  and  Thurs.  -  6-8  Aerobics  in  Rehoboth  Hall 

>Wed.  -  7:30  -  Golden  Circle 
Thurs.  -  7:30  -  Board  of  Christian  Education 
Thurs.  10:30  -  Mary  Martha  Circle  Meeting 
Thurs*  -  6:30  -  Butler  Area  Laymens  Dinner  "Ladies 
Site"  May  19th»  St.  Peter's  Church,  Zelienople  - 

>  Chuck  Penar  and  J*  Walter  Harmon  have  tickets* 
Please  remember  the  special  congregational  meeting 
next  Sunday,  May  22,  following  the  worship  service 
in  Rehboth  Hall,   You  will  have  the  opportunity  to 
hear  the  details  of  the  addition  to  the  organ;  to  have 
your  questions  answered;  and  to  vote  on  the  proposal. 
(Check  your  latest  Newsletter  for  some  of  the  details*) 
**p«&y  22,  7:30  -  P.M.  a  preview  of  Vacation  Bible 

School.  This  ie  for  all  of  the  congregation.  We  have 
classes  scheduled!  for  ail  ages  from  toddlers  to  adults. 
Please  come  and  share  in  the  fun  and  have  some 
delicious  refreshments  in  Rehoboth  Hall  after  the 
brief  preview  in  the  Sanctuary. 
We  need  memorial  flowers  for  Altar  next  two  Sundays.. 


"The  iies.1  Tniag:  .ialvation ,  iod's  viorK" 
Jcrip:  2  Peter  1i1-4j  Text:  2  leter  1:1b 

.ieac1  J.   Tim  3:1-7=here  1  anl  writ  wat  oal  Last  Daya 
ret  writ  3rd  chap  ^nd  letr  Last  Daya 
both  letrs  writ  about  sam  time;Paul  67;Jretr  &&  ???? 
>  *;h  concern  wat  hapn  end  Ch  age  &  Paul  apk  librliE 
St  a^.dtacy  cum  4th  profes  Ch,B;  laymn  infect  w/l;od,i,ib 
C  cum  2  pat;  uior,mor  ea  day, but  P  singl  prob  aa  cum 
from  fals  teachrs  &  warn  flak  d&   earful  who  lia/folo 
uubj  vitl  import  iMay.K:  need  tak  concern  Ik  this 
2  study  in  fulest  contex,we  Ik  5  bks  NT  apk  Knd  Timet; 
They  11:2  1  etr,1  ,a,3,Jn,Jude 
Wil  Ik  1  at  time  &  perhaps  interweav  but  mostly  Ik 
vb  by  vs  as  writ  by  authors 
Suggest, read  and  Peter  dunderst  wat  P  say=1st  chap 
Kenneth  fuest  i ■  oody  ible  Teachr  nay«>QUOTE 
wel  know  sof  drink  say  as  slogan=Its  The  Heal  Thing, 
imply  othrs  are  not,?-,  this  only  genuine  article 
(Illus  5b  teacher  Kiss  Brown=ohe  duznt  hav  any  morals} 
Was  yng  lady  wrong?  No,tnerly  use  dif  aproach  &  sucest 
but  spos,,jus  supos  she  exact  wat  childrn  3ay;she 
wud  hav  bin  fals  teachr  &  childm  lern  wrong  thinga 
But  she  33AL  THING  &  this  primary  meaag  P  2nd  letr 
&  he  shar  w/peop  erly  Ch,&  .jus  as  import, he  shar  U£ 
I  firmly  flliev  we  liv  End  Times  &  can  C  thing  hapr 
&  G  inspir  men  lik,Paul,P,Jn, Jud  ^  writ  about 
Sow  1'  Bgin  1st  iuuuUu  vs  A=ancent  msa  hav  JYMKON 
This  lv  no  doubt  who  he  is;but  only  plac  NT  cal  _,yiiec 
all  othrs  cal  jimon 

Bcuz  P  adres  self  2  rder  w/orig  name, letr  tak  off  & 
3ho  he  actul  who  say  is=(sum  scholars  disput) 

1  lev  confusin  Bcuz  sum  unwil  Bliev  G  cud  inspir  P 
2nu  time  2  write  agin  fals  teachra  8b  part  pro*  is 

gum  thez  peop  very  1's  P  write  Fc  warn  aginst 
uervantain  Gr  5  word  41 1  &  1  use  lowest, degrad  form 
if  word 
J0UL0o=1  whoa  wil  swaloup  in  wil  of  nothr;1  bnd  bands 

2  nothr  &  only  deth  cud  brake 

It  thru  deth  Blievr  no  releas  from  Xp,but  join  in 

eternty  nevr  2B  separat  agin 
tpotfeleoref  2B  eywitnea  of  Js  Xp  &  P  say  he  Jervant 
Apostl  2  Js  Xp  S  this  spel  out  Bcuz  no  mistak  Him 
rESEUA-Hel»iIES0u'5-Gr  Si  mean=Jehovah  oaves, G  saves 
hrist=G!ISIjT('.;=Gr;MHAHA^KEA=HBB=the  Anointd  One, 
or  Messiah 

3'  P  say  he  .jervant  a£   &  Apostl  of  Anointd  One  of  G 

E  .  prelim  intro  out  way  adres  2thoz  want  2  reach 
lb=say  each  them  shar  same  faith  Ft,   sumthin  dear  ifthem, 
sunthin  0f  grt  price 


Taez  Blievrs  where vr  mayB  &  P  identfy  w/all        2/ 

1'his  faith  obtain=vs  10« 
P  wrot  this  way  2sho  Js  Xp  is  Xpian'a  G  as  opos  Gaesa. 
Vs   JJr\>c  (-,   peac  but  2cum  thru=Vs  2b 
Know«dg"Gr-EPIGS03IS»aent  complet,ful,perf  knowledg 
tb  i  opos=GNO.iI.i=ment=incoroplet,imperf  ,impH»til  know 
Gn./stics=thoz  Blief  crept  erly  Ch=(ideas  body/soul) 
tip  P  pt  out=Grac/Peac  only  cum  2Blievr  as  reveal  perf 
knowledg  of  God 

How  P  continu  thots  by  delv  in2  Theology  of  jalvatin 
7s  3a=othr  word,G  has  givn  2  everl ,everthin  which  nee 
t-thia  lif  ,£:  the  means  2Bcutn  Godly, or  striv  4  Godline 
in  our  livs#   3ut  how  posibl? 
vs  3b=thru  Knowledg, ful  complet  underst  G's  plan  it- 
mankind 
That  wat  1  ment  by=Knowledg  of  Him, (Him  is  God)  & 
it  is  G  hath  cal  2glory  &  virtue 
It  G  who  dua  cal,&  it  Divin  cal  L   instigat  by  G 
if  man  lef  on  own  he  nevr  seek  G  Bcuz  spiritul  ded 
&  blind 
It  G  work  hart/lif  persn,G's  H  Jp  cal  persn  from 
lif  ded  in  sin  S;  trespas  2  lif  odl  Godlines 
(Illus  teach  Js  vs   teach  of  JeW3=Montef iore) 
'/s  4a=Thoz  proms, 2  main  1'salgivnes  thru  Xp,etern  w/G 
vs  4b=it  thru  thez  2main  proms  Blievr  Justfy  or  set 
rite  w/God 
Hence, Blievr  partak  that  Divin  natur  which  G's  natu 
Jen  takn  plac,P  reassur  all  31ievrs=\fs  4c 
This  Divin  natur  o;iv  Blievr  not  only  desir,but  powr 
21iv  lif  4  &,fi  2  do  His  will 
It  tak  Blievr  from  naturl  stat  of  man,21evl  or  plan 
sr  desirs  d   2do  things  G  wants  a  2avoid  the  Lusts 
or   cravings  4-  evil  things 
But  mus  rerabr  Jalvatin  is  G's  Work  S:  not  man's 
It  G  who  reach  out  in2  lif  of  sinnr  ?•.  bring  in2  fold 
(Illus  Harold  Gray  visit  cpl,man  dy  nex  day) 
It  G's  prodinc;,His  timing, His  leading  &  quest  is, 
Hav  we  takn  wat  He  givn, or  hav  we  ignor  His  working 
in  our  livs7 


-s. 


"The  Heal  Thing:  salvation,  Sod's  Work" 

Scripture:  2  Peter  1:1-4 

ext:  2  Peter  4b,  "That  by  these  ye  might  be  partakers  of  the  divine  nature." 

If  we  look  at  Paul's  Second  letter  to  Timothy  chapter  3,  starting  with  the 
1st  verse  we  read,  (read  verses  'I  through?).   Here,  the  Apostle  Paul  is  writ- 
ing of  what  he  calls,  "The  Last  Days."   In  the  j>rd  chapter  of  Peter's  second 
letter  he  writes  of  the  "Last  Days."  Both  of  these  letters  were  written  about 
the  same  time.  Paul's  letter  may  have  been  written  in  67  A.D.  and  Peter's  in 
66.   But  in  any  event,  they  were  both  concerned  what  would  happen  at  the  end 
of  the  Church  Age.   Paul  was  speaking  of  the  apostacy  which  would  come  forth 
in  the  professing  church  and  how  the  laymen  of  the  church  would  be  infected 
with  what  we  tend  to  call,  "Modernism  and  Liberalism."  And  we  see  this  coming 
to  pass  more  and  more  with  each  passing  day.  But  Peter  singles  this  problem 
out  as  coming  from  false  teachers  and  warns  the  flock  to  be  careful  who  they 
listen  to  or  follow.   Tv,is  subject  id  of  such  vital  importance  today  that  we 
need  to  take  a  concerned  look  at  this  subject. 

To  study  it  is   in  its  fullest  context  we  are  going  to  look  at  five  books  of 
the  New  Testament  which  speak  to  us  of  these  "Snd  Times."   They  are,  2  Peter, 
1st,  2nd,  and  3rd  John,  and  the  book  of  Jude.  We  will  be  looking  at  them  one 
it  a  time  and  will  interweave  thoughts  from  one  or  the  other  as  we  go  along. 
But  for  the  most  part  we  will  be  taking  them  one  verse  at  a  time  as  written 
by  their  authors.   I  would  suggest  that  since  we  will  be  spending  some  time 
in  this  2nd  letter  of  Peter,  that  you  read  this  letter  through  to  get  the  con- 
text of  it.   If  you  would  read  at  least  the  1st  chapter  this  next  week  it  may 
help  you  to  understand  something  of  what  we  will  be  speaking  about. 
As  a  synopsis  of  what  is  contained  in  these  five  books,  Kenneth  Wuest,  Bible 
teacher  at  iioody  Bible  Institute  has  this  to  say  ^bout  them,  (read  his  quote 
as  found  in  Volume  II,  Word  otudies  in  the  Greek  Hew  Testament). 
A  well  known  soft  drink  has  for  its  slogan,  "It's  The  Real  Thing."  This  im- 
plies that  all  of  the  others  are  not  for  real,  and  only  this  one  is  the  gen- 
uine artiile. 

(Illustration  Sunday  oChool  teacher  Miss  Brown,  "She  doesn't  have  any  morals," 
quote  from  students  of  Sunday  School  class,  #801 ,  Sunday  Sermons  Illus  Vol.  II 

Now  was  this  young  lady  wrong?  No,  she  was  merely  using  another  approach 
which  seemed  to  have  met  with  more  success.  But  supposing,  just  supposing, 
she  was  exactly  what  the  children  implied.  If  she  had  no  morals,  she  would 
have  been  a  false  teacher  and  the  children  would  have  been  learning  the  wrong 
things.   But  she  was  "The  Real  Thing."   T^is  is  the  primary  message  of  Peter's 
2nd  letter  and  he  picks  out  those  "Real  Things"  and  shares  them  with  the  peo- 
ple of  the  early  church.  And  just  as  importantly,  he  is  sharing  them  with 


-cL- 

you  and  me.   I  firmly  believe  we  are  living  in  the  End  Times  because  we  can  see 
things  happening  which  God  inspired  men  like  Peter  and  John  and  Jude  and  Paul 

j   v/rite  about.  And  we  need  to  be  very  careful  who  we  listen  to,  and  who  we 
follow.  There  are  many  false  teachers  and  preachers  and  leaders  within  the 
church  today. 

How  with  all  of  this  as  background  for  this  letter  of  Peter's,  he  begins  by 
saying,  " iimon  ieter,  a  servant  and  an  apostle  of  Jesus  Christ. "   His  opening 
remarks  identify  him  beyond  a  shadow  of  a  doubt  as  to  who  he  is.  The  ancient 
manuscripts  actually  had  the  name  "B-Y-M-E-O-H"  which  io  remarkable  in  itself 
because  almost  everywhere  else  his  name  is  mentioned  in  the  Hew  Testament,  it 
is  simply,  "oimon."   Because  Peter  addresses  himself  to  the  reader  with  his 
original  name,  this  letter  immediately  takes  off  by  showing  that  he  ms  actually 
who  he  says  he  is.   Incidentally,  there  is  some  confusion  among  Biblical  scho- 
lars as  to  who  actually  wrote  thia  book.   But  I  believe  the  confusion  is  caused 
because  most  of  them  are  unwilling  to  accept  kaiKEXsraxfaKragxiHHpissrixfcy  the 
fact  that  God  inspired  Peter  a  second  time  to  write  against  false  teachers. 
Part  of  the  scepticism  among  Biblical  scholars  io  that  many  of  them  are  them- 
selves, the  very  people  Peter  was  writing  against. 
He  has  identified  himself  as  Byrne on  ieter,  but  more  than  this  he  further  states 

hat  he  is  a  servant,  but  the  word  in  Greek  which  he  uses  is  the  lowest,  de- 
grading form  of  this  word.   There  were  5  words  for  servant  which  the  Greeks 
employed  in  their  vocabulary.   This  word  is  "DOULOB,"  and  speaks  of  one  being 
bound  to  another  as  a  slave.   A  servant,  Douloo\,  was  one  whose  will  was  swallow 
ed  up  in  the  will  of  another.   It  also  spoke  of  one  who  was  bound  with  bands 
to  another  which  only  death  could  break.  Tve  believer  is  bound  to  Christ  with 
bands  which  only  death  can  break.  And  it  is  through  death  that  the  believer 
is  not  released  from  Christ,  but  joins  Him  in  eternity,  never  to  be  severed 
from  Him  again. 

Teter  adds  that  he  is  also  an  "Apostle."   This  is  merely  another  reference  to 
himself  as  an  "Byewitnesa"  of  Jesus  Christ.   And  Peter  speaks  of  stir  to  whom  he 
is  a  servant  and  apostle  to,  and  that  is"Jesus  Christ. "   Jesus  Christ  is  spell- 
ed out,  so  there  is  no  mxsiaksxH*  mistaking  His  identity.   T%at  identity  was 
in  "Yeshua"  in  Hebrew,  of  lEBGUb  in  Greek.   It  means,  "Jehovah  saves,  God  saves 
Christ  is  from  Christos  in  Greek  and  Mahamshea  in  Hebrew.   It  means,  "The 
anointed  one, "or,  "Messiah."   So  Peter  is  identified  as  being  the  servant  and 
Apostle  of  the  Anointed  One  Of  God. 
-  Now  that  he  has  gotten  that  preliminary  introduction  out  of  the  way,  he  ad- 
dresses himself  to  those  he  wants  to  reach.   These  are,  "Them  that  have  ob- 
tained like  precious  faith  with  us."  He  is  merely  saying  that  each  of  them 
are  sharing  the  same  faith  and  it  is  something  which  is  very  dear  to  them. 
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oomething  of  great  price.   Sx  Taesa  were  believers  whereever  they  may  be  and 
Peter  identifies  with  them  all.   This  faith  was  obtained,  "Through  the  right- 
jusness  of  God  and  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ."  Peter  wrote  it  in  tnis  way  to 
show  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Christian's  Cod  as  opposed  to  those  to  whom 
Caesar  was  their  god.  These  were  of  course  the  Roman  citizens. 
Now  Peter  writes  that  he  desires  for  the  believers  to  have  added  Grace  and 
peace  but  it  should  come  through,  "The  knowledge  of  God,  and  of  Jesus  our  Lord. 
The  word  ^Knowledge"  as  in  Greek  was  EPIGNOSIa  which  meant  "Complete,  full, 
perfect  knowledge.   This  was  opposed  to  the  word,  "Gnosis"  which  was  an  im- 
perfect, impartial  knowledge.   The  word  "Gnosis"  had  become  associated  with 
Gnosticism  which  had  crept  into  the  early  church.  Gnostics  were  people  who 
believed  that  the  body  was  evil  and  the  goal  of  life  was  to  separte  the  soul 
from  the  body,  since  the  soul  lived  on.   .Jo  it  didn't  matter  what  you  did  to 
the  body,  as  a  result  they  dissipated  their  lives  in  immorality  and  sin,  be- 
lieving they  were  working  God's  purpose  out  in  doing  this,   oo  we  can  readily 
see  the  harm  they  were  causing  in  the  early  church.   Jo  Peter  is  pointing  out 
that  Grace,  and  peace  can  only  corns  to  the  believer  as  it  is  revealed  in  the 
perfect  knowledge  of  God. 
Row  Peter  continues  his  thought  by  delving  into  the  Theoology  of  salvation. 

n  the  3rd  verse  he  says,  £raast  "According  as  His  divine  power  hath  given  unto 
"tis  all  things  that  pertain  unto  life  and  godliness." 

In  other  words,  God  has  given  to  everyone  everything  which  is  necessary  fea 
for  this  life  and  the  means  to  become  Godly,  or  to  strive  for  godliness  in  our 
lives.  But  how  is  this  possible?  Peter  adds,  "Through  the  knowledge  of  Him 
that  hath  called  us  to  glory  and  virtue."   It  is  through  the  knowledge(and  fckai 
there's  that  word  again;  "Knowledge", )the  complete,  full,  understanding  of 
God's  plan  for  mankind.   That  is  what  Peter  means  by  the  "Knowledge  of  Him," 
the  "Him"  is  God,  and  it  is  God  that  "Hath  called  us  to  glory  and  virtue." 
It  is  God  that  does  the  calling,  it  is  a  Divine  call  and  it  is  instigated  by 
God.   If  man  is  left  on  his  own  he  will  never  seek  God  because  he  is  spirit- 
ually dead  and  blind.   It  is  God  working  in  the  heart  and  life  of  that  person, 
God's  Holy  Spirit  in  other  words,  that  calls  the  person  from  a  life  dead  in 
sin  and  trespasses  to  xixx*  life  of  godliness. 

(Illustration  of  teaching  of  Jesus  as  compared  to  teaching  of  Jews  as  pointed 
out  by  Jewish  scholar  Iiontefiore) . 

How  Peter  goes  into  this  by  pointing  out  the  promises  of  God,  (va  4-a).  Those 
promises  are  the  forgiveness  of  sin  through  Christ  and  eternity  with  God. 
~  These  are  the  two  main  promises  for  the  believer  and  we  learn  this  from  the 
next  phrase  of  verse  4,  "That  by  these  ye  might  be  partakers  of  the  Divine 
nature."   It  is  through  these  two  main  promises  of  God  that  the  believer  is 
Justified,  or  set  right  before  God.  Hence,  the  believer  partakes  of  that 


-4- 

Divine  nature  which  is  God's  nature. 

When  this  takes  place,  Peter's  reassurance  to  all  believers  is,  "Having  escaped 

ab   corruption  that  is  in  the  world  through  lust."   This  divine  nature  gives 
the  believer  not  only  the  desire,  but  the  power  to  live  a  life  for  God,  to  do 
His  will.  It  takes  the  believer  from  the  natural  state  of  man,  to  the  level 
or  plane,  where  ksxwxHfesxfciaxkx  his  desires  are  to  do  the  things  God  wants  and 
avoid  the  "lust"  or  craving  for  the  evil  things.  But  we  must  remember  that 
oalvation  is  God's  Work  and  not  man's.   It  is  God  who  reaches  out  into  the  life 
of  the  sinner  and  brings  him  into  the  fold. 

(Illustration  of  stsxx  Howard  Gray  visiting  couple,  man  died  next  day). 
It  is  God's  Work  that  brings  about  salvation.  His  timing,  His  prodding,  His 
leading.   The  question  is,  "Have  we  taken  what  He  has  given,  or  have  we  ig- 
nored Him  and  His  Working  in  our  lives?" 
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ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude     "Let  Us  Ever  Walk  with  Jesus"  KretEschman 
"Processional  Hymn  117  "Spirit  of  God,  Descend  upon  My  Heart" 
•Ascription 
"Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "0  God,  it  is  easier  for  us  to 
call  you  Lord  than  it  is  to  do  what  your  Lordship  requires. 
We  enlist  in  your  causes  hut  find  ourselves  giving  in  to 
fear.  We  want  to  be  sensitive  but  find  it  easy  to  be 
hard.  We  fail  to  see  and  take  advantage  of  the  great 
opportunities  surrounding  us.   Forgive  us,  our  Father,  taSte 
our  limitations  and  turn  them  into  possibilities  for  service. 
Grant  us  this  grace  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen." 
•Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon 

•Praise  > 

•Pastor:   Blessed  be  the  Lord  God!  ' 

•People:  And  blessed  he  His  Glorious  Name  forever 
•Gloria  Patri 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

Joys,  Concerns,  Prayer  Requests 
Hymn  No.  161   "Breathe  One  Me,  Breath  of  God" 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer 
Offering 

Offertory    "Come,  Holy  Ghost,  God  and  Lord"   Bach 
•Doxology   382 
Anthem:   "I  Will  Not  Leave  You  Comfortless"  Young 
Scripture:         2  Peter  1:5-7 
Sermon:        "The  Real  Thing:  Building  Blocks" 


•Closing  Hymn  No.  402   "0  Jesus,  I  have  Promised" 
Benedicting 

Postlude      "E  Phrygian"  Krieger 

+  t  +  +t  +  +4.  •Congregation  Standing  *  +  ♦  +  +  +  + 
The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
Mrs.  Grace  Gillen  in  memory  of  her  "Grandson" 
Ronnie  Wiles. 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are  •Richard  Mangel,  Don 

Kingsley,  Art  Carney  and  Gary  Penar 
Mrs.  Jane  Andrews  will  greeet  the  Congregation  at  the 

door  this  morning. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Mrs.  Debbie  Christie 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  175  with  20  Visitors 
Hospitalised: 

Rol  Thompson  and  Harry  Fry  will  be  visiting  the  Hos- 
pital this  week.  They  will  also  be  visiting  a  shut- 
in  and  an  non-attending  person, 
^ Today  -  Congregational  meeting  in  Rehoboth  Hall-  as 
soon  as  the  Service  is  over  In  the  Sanctuary.  This 
is  an  important  meeting  -  You  have  the  opportunity 
to  hear  the  detailB  of  the  addition  to  the  organ;  to 
have  your  questions  answered;  and  to  vote  for  or 
against  the  proposal. 

Monday  -  7:30  -  Elders  Association  Meeting 
i       Tuesday  &  Thurs.  -  6-3  -  Aerobics  in  Rehohoth  Hall 
^/y  Wed.  -  7  ;00  P.M.  Chancel  Choir  Rehearsal 
^ajjlff  -  May  22,  7:30  -  A  preview  of  Vacation 

Bible  School.  This  is  for  all  of  the  congregation. 
'^    We  have  classes  scheduled  for  all  ages  from  toddlers 
^<?J(T-   to  adults.  Please  come  and  share  In  the  fun  and 
i/Uj,     have  some  delicious  refreshments  in  Rehoboth  Hall 

'  after  the  brief  preview  in  the  Sanctuary.  -T^K  ?*//£  I 
"         Next  Sunday  (Memorial  Week-end)  We  do  not  have  Flowers  • 
for  the  Altar.   If  you  would  like  to  have  the  Flowers 
contact  Bea  in  the  Office. 
First  Sunday  in  June  Early  Church  -  10:00;  Church 
School  at  9:00  A.M. 
Coffee  and  tea  -  available  in  Rehoboth  Hall  before 

Church  each  Sunday. 
We  will  be  collecting  Food  for  the  Needy  all  year 
long.  There  are  boxes  in  the  Narthax  for  this  food/ 
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"The  ileal  Things    ■tuilding  mocks" 
.jcrip:    2  peter   1:5-7 

3a'  1977  study  pub  skul  aystm  ft  effects  in  society 
{I.  .as  of  this  -  REA  )) 

erly  survy  dun  2  pt  need  2get  bak  2basics 
this  necesary  not  only  skul, all  walks  lif, ft  jus  as 
i      ertiv  spiritul  livs  an  wel 
Js  taut  on  way  2  Jeru  &  part  teach  had  do  thia  3ubjec 
Lk  14: 25-50= Js  say  ordr  2bild  on  anythin  cost  musb 

considered 
P  was  eyewitnes/earwitiies  2wat  Js  taut  ft  so  naturl 
he  pt  out  wen  ministr  Mothers 

2nd  letr  distinc  purp  pt  tru/fals  teachrs;  Ileal  vs  ?e 
He  Bgan  as  shar  las  wk  ::.  that  pt=Jalv  S'b  "Jork,not  ue 

That  tfork  posib  only  thru  acpt  Js  Xp  as  1  provid 

salvatin  thru  deth  on  cross; that  foundatin  ri  this 

wat  individ  Xpian  mus  bild  on 
Paul  say=i>o  othr  foundatin  laid, than  that  which  Jh  Xp 

P  lay  foundatin  1st  4vss,now  Bgin  put  4th  bilding 

bloks  esentil  2hav  cioal  Thing  our  livs 
Svirtues  of  Apian  lif  i'  pt  out  as  esentil 
vs  5a=giving=Gr  word  mean  go  all  out.lik  runer  givall 

Diligenc=giv  us  word  Chorus ;patrn  arts  supply  money 

larg  chorus, actors j outdo  Inothr 
so  P  soy=if  U  realy  S  Xpain.U  wil  giv  it  all  you'v 
got .you'll  go  all  out  2bild  self  in2  Xpian  shudbe 
vs  jb=Faith  1st  thins  Blievr  has; no  has  faith=no  Blie 

so  if  U  Xpian  need  2hav  virtu 
Virtue  not  only  ment  morl  excelenc,but  use  as  de— 
acrib  surathin  flawles=land  flertil, horse  swift,etc"' 
Blievr  2B  as  gud  at  B  Xpian  as  canB 
5c  "nowledgjoaa  sed  las  wk,coraplet  underst;whol  picutr 

o.    Kpian  lif 
vs   £a=Temr>eranc=self-control;real  Apian  1   has   self 

undr  control  all  areas  lif , or  shud  striv  to  do  so 
vs  Sb=j 8tienc=translat-steadfast  &  spk  1  abl  remain 

stedfast  oir  poses  postiv  atitud  fac  w-itevr  cum  long; 

patent  Bliver  ab;l  acpt  finacil  setbak,ilnes, injury, 

evn  deth  ft  bear  up  undr  it  as  part  G's  plan  4  life 
6c»Godlines=31ievr  not  only  exert  reveronc  4  God, but 

0  ea  creatur  G's  iraa;:  &  striv  help  ea  1  as  Js  did 
It  not  jus  liv  2do  godly  things  4  God;but  do  things 
G  wants  U3  2do  4  others 
vs  7a=Bros  kindnes=jr  ihiladelphian,literl=Bros  luv 

It  luv  we  2hav  4  Inothr  &  striv  help  othr  without 

g  ip, criticism, or  things  tear  apart  fc  hurt  Inothr 
vs  ,  c=Oharity/luv=very  end  all  bild  bloks=L0VE 

this   luv  expres  sierthin,:   sed/dun;it  luv   Js   taut  23 
aim  of  folo  liim;Paul   sed=>1   Jor   15:14  1EE  All  \>-l 

THIHGU    BJi   BUM   II!   LliV 


In  fac, cud  tak  8  bild  bloks  ft  go  bakward  &  hav  luv 
a"  start  pt;  if  hav  luv, wil  sho  bros  kindnesjif  hav 

bi   '  kindnes  wilB  Bcuz  striv  2hav  godlines;if  hav 

godlines  we  B  practic  patienc;if  hav  patlenc,we 

exert  self— control; if  hav  self-control  iicuz  hav  know- 

le''   wat  Xpianty  about;  if  hav  knowledg  we  li  striv  23 

as  ±ruos,or  2B  as  gud  at;  posib  canB;&  if  we  ±i   virtui 

Bouz  we  hav  faith,  we  kno  whom  Bliev  U   who  i'olo 
oo  list  virues  same  bakwarda/forward;all  add  dimena 
2  ea  othr  lik  bilding  bloks  add  d.   foundatin 

But  how  dua  this  cum  bout?  Automatic ?wen  '1st  cum  d 

Xp  ft  Bliev?  sory  2say  duznt  hapn  as  many  niistakly 

want  2  Bliev 
It  musB  liv  ft  Bcum  part  our  livs 
ea  day  we  2B  work  thez  virtues  our  livs 
But  2do  so  cost  sumthin;a  prie  musB  pd.  &  that  pri 
is  2stan  apart  from  worldly  lif  &  D  xteal  Thing 

P  duz  no  say  liv  Xpian  lif  is  easy;he  prime  exampl 
He  had  21ern  thru  skul  hardknoks  wat  folo  Js  mont 

But  P  also  knu  peop  erly  Ch  fao  sam  proba  of  Xpian 

living  he  had  faced 
Ther4,he  cud  tel  pitfal  they  wud  fac  ea  step  way 

But  if  persn  seek  iitruly  B  folo  Js  Xp,he  wilB  wiling 

2B  genuin  artiol  4  Js,4  all  world  20 
But  tak;efort,tak  time  ft  prob  ia=0  so  many  othra  ft 
many  cal  3elvs  Xpians,jus  slid  thru  lif  nevr  efort 
shown  shar  Xpianty  any  wayjnevr  spk  nothr  prsn  Jsj 
nevr  serv  any  oapacty  in  church, 
their  liva  same  ours, so  why  shud  a  Blievr  work  at 
His  Xpianty  ft  tak  sneers, jeers, hurts, grief h  of  tins 
thoz  who  supos  2B  our  felo  Blievara? 

C   reason, &  one  only-That  reaaon  Js  Xp  Himself 
compar  pric  tie  pd,w/pric  we  K  paying 

Wat  was  that  Price?  Wat  did  it  cost  Him  2provid  G's 

oalvatin  4  mankind? 

(Illis  lost  girl,Lon.dn,ft  remembr  crass) 

It  cross  shud  remembr  that  shud  keep  us  liv  ft  serv 

4  Him 
Nevr  mind  thoz  stan  by  waysid, jeer, sneer  as  strugl 
carry  our  coos  thru  lif; nevr  mind  thoz  who  wil  do 
nothing  or  say  nothing  4  Js  Xpjthon  peop  not  our 
prob  j 
G  wil  setl  accts  w/them  as  wil  do  even  in  eternty 

Individuly  we  mus  seek  23=  leal  Thing  for  Js,or  join 

t'  i   false  things  around  us, 

1   ividuly  we  musB  bilding  upon  foundatin  which  is 

Js  Xp,  or  join  w/thoz  who  refus  2bild  4watever  the 

reason. 


"The  Real  Thing:  Building  Blocks" 
Scripture:  2  Peter  1:5-7 

.  ,k  around  1977  a  study  showed  the  effects  of  the  public  school  system  which 

many  school  districts  are  beginning  to  discover  just  now. 

(Illustration  of  survey  and  school  children  graduated  but  unable  to  do  simple 
things  graduates  should  know) 

This  early  survey  was  done  to  point  out  the  need  to  get  back  to  basics.   This 
is  not  only  necessary  in  school ,  but  it  is  necessary  in  all  walks  of  life  and 
it  is  ,iust  as  imperative  in  our  spiritual  lives  as  well.   Jesus  was  teaching 
on  His  way  to  Jerusalem  and  a  part  of  His  teaching  had  to  do  with  this  very 
subject,   iie  was  speaking  about  following  Him  and  He  used  several  illustrations 
to  prove  His  point.  \:B   find  this  conversation  recorded  in  Luke  14,  beginning 
with  the  25th  verse,  (read  verses  ^5-^0).  Jesus  was  saying  that  in  order  to 
build  on  anything  the  cost  must  first  be  considered.  How  Peter  was  both  an 
eye  and  ear  witness  to  what  Jesus  was  teaching.   00  it  is  only  natural  that  at 
the  appropriate  time  he  could  spell  this  out  to  those  he  was  minsitering  to. 
Peter's  i£nd  letter  xxxa*±EsxsHi±xtE  has  the  express  purpose  of  pointing  out  the 
true  from  the  false  teachers;  the  Real  Thing,  as  opposed  to  the  false  thing. 
With  his  teaching  he  began  as  we  shared  last  week,  with  the  point  that,  aalva- 

\on  is  God's  Work  and  not  the  work  of  any  of  us.   T"at  Work  of  oalvation  is 
"made  possible  only  through  the  acceptance  of  Jesus  Christ  as  the  One  who  pro- 
vided that  salvation  with  His  death  on  the  cross.  T^at  is  the  foundation  and 
this  is  what  the  individual  Christian  must  begin  to  build  upon.   The  Apsotle 
Paul  says  that  no  other  foundation  can  be  laid  than  that  which  is  Jesus  Christ. 
This  is  the  foundation  Peter  laid  in  the  first  four  verse  of  this  1st  chapter. 
Now,  he  begins  to  put  forth  the  Building  Blocks  which  are  essential  HsixEnxy 
to  having   "The  Real  Thing"  in  our  lives.   There  are  8  virtues  of  the  Christian 
life  which  Peter  points  out  as  essential. 

He  had  xxakKXEra  finished  writing  on  salvation  as  God's  Work  and  now  he  beings 
in  the  5th  verse  by  saying,  "And  besides  this,  giving  all  diligence."   The 
two  Greek  words  used  here  are  significant  as  used  together.   The  first  word 
"giving"  meant  the  strenuous  effort  of  going  all  out.   It  had  to  do  with  the 
effort  such  as  a  runner  putts  forth,  who  "gives  it  all  he's  got"  as  he  nears  the 
finish  line.   The  second  word  "diligence"  comes  from  a  word  which  we  have  today 
as  "Chorus."   Wealthy  patrons  of  the  arts  would  supply  the  money  needed  to  pro- 
duce the  greek  tragedies.   They  gave  vast  sums  to  have  large  choruses  and  it 
got  to  the  place  where  they  were  competing  to  outdo  each  other  to  see  who  could 
provide  the  most  elaborate  array  of  actors  and  singers,  so  Peter  is  saying  to 
the  individual  Christian  that  if  you  really  are  a  Christian  you  will  give  it 
all  you've  got,  you'll  go  all  out  to  build  yourself  into  what  a  Christian  reall; 

is  and  should  be. 
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He  nows  says,  "Add  to  your  faith,  virtue."  i?aith  is  the  first  thing  a  believer 
h'-'S,   If  he  doesn't  have  faith,  he  doesn't  believe,  bo  then  if  you  are  a  Christ 
j.- n,  you  need  to  add  "virtue"  to  your  faith.   The  word  "virtue"  not  only  meant 
moral  excellence,  but  it  was  a  word  used  to  describe  something  which  was  almost 
flawless.  A  piece  of  land  would  be  called  "virtuous"  because  it  was  very  rich 
and  fertile.   A  horse  night  be  called  "virtuous"  because  he  was  swift,  smooth 
riding  and  surefooted.  The  believer  ia  to  strive  to  as  good  at  being  a  Christ- 
ian as  he  can  possibly  be. 

Peter  says  the  believer  is  to  sa±t   add,  "And  to  virtue  knowledge."   Knowledge 
is  as  we  said  last  week  the  complete  understanding,  the  whole  picture  of  the 
Christian  way  of  life. 

2HxirtJ±xxkinffiK3ai*gHX3rexBrBXfciBxa!ii4,lAnd  to  knowledge  tempereance."   This  word  is 
translated  "self-control."  The  2eal  Christian  is  one  who  has  himself  under 
control  in  all  areas  of  life.   Or  he  should  be  striving  to  do  so, 
"And  to  temperance  patience."   This  word  can  also  be  translated  "steadfast"  and 
it  speaks  of  one  who  is  able  to  remain  "steadfast"  or  possessing  a  positive 
attitude  in  the  face  of  anything  which  may  cone  along.   The  patient  believer 
is  to  be  able  to  accept  financial  setback,  illness,  injury,  and  even  death  and 
^ear  up  under  it  accepting  it  as  a  part  of  Cod's  plan  for  his  life. 

And  to  patience  godliness."   The  believer  will  not  only  exert  a  reverence  for 
God,  but  he  will  see  in  each  creature  Cod's  image  and  strive  to  help  each  one 
Just  as  Jesus  did.   It  isn't  just  living  to  do  Codly  things  for  Cod.  But  it 
doing  things  God  wants  us  to  do  for  others. 

"And  to  godliness  brotherly  kindness."  This  word  comes  from  the  Creek  word 
"Philadelphian"  which  means  literally,  "Brotherly  love."   It  is  the  love  we 
are  to  have  for  one  another  and  striving  to  help  one  another  without  gossip  or 
criticism,  or  things  that  will  tear  apart  and  harm  one  another. 
"And  to  brotherly  kindness  cbarity."   Once  again  that  word  "charity"  should  fee 
love.  The  end,  the  very  end  of  all  of  these  "Building  Blocks"  id  "LOVE." 
This  is  Love  expressed  in  everything  that  is  said  or  done.   It  is  Love  which 
Jesus  ksra  taught  ssxfsm   to  be  the  aim  of  every  follower  of  Him.   I-aul  said 
this  in  1  Corinthians  16:14,  "Let  all  StoxxxxBra  your  things  be  done  in  love." 
It  is  ^ove  which  ties  everything  together.   In  fact,  we  could  take  thase 
8  virtues  and  go  backward  and  have  Love  as  the  starting  point.  If  we  :have 
Christian  love,  we  will  show  brotherly  kindnesa;  ana  if  we  have  brotherly 
kindness  it  will  be  because  we  are  striving  to  xiXE  have  godliness;  and  if 
we  have  godliness  we  are  practicing  patience;  and  if  we  have  patience  we  are 
exerting  self-control;  and  if  we  have  self-control  it  ia  because  we  have  the 
knowledge  of  what  Christianity  is  all  about;  and  if  we  have  that  knowledge 
we  are  striving  to  be  as  vietuous,  or  to  be  as  good  aa  we  possibly  can  be; 
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and  if  we  are  virtuous,  or  poaaesB  virtue,  it  i»  because  we  have  faith;  we  know 
•  tm   it  is  we  believe  in  and  follow,  oo  the  list  of  virutes  is  the  same  back- 
wards or  forwards.   They  all  add  a  dimension  to  each  other  and  one  builds  upon 
the  other  like  Building  blocks  being  added  to  the  foundation. 

But  how  does  all  of  this  come  about?  Does  it  merely  happen  automatically  when 
you  first  come  to  Christ  and  believe?   ..orry  to  say  it  doesn't  as  many  mistaken- 
ly want  to  believe.  It  must  be  lived  and  become  a  part  of  our  lives.  Each  day 
we  are  to  be  working  at  these  virtues  in  our  lives.   But  to  do  so  costs  some- 
thing.  A  price  must  be  paid  and  that  price  is  to  stand  apart  from  the  worldly 
life  and  be  the  L-ieal  Thing.  Peter  does  not  say  that  living  the  Christian  life 
is  easy.  He  was  a  prime  example  that  it  was  not  easy.  He  had  to  learn  through 
the  shcool  of  hard  knocks  what  following  Jesus  Christ  really  meant.   But  i eter 
also  knew  the  people  of  the  early  church  were  facing  the  same  problems  of 
Christian  living  as  he  had  faced.   Therefore,  he  could  tell  them  the  pitfalls 
they  would  face  each  day  step  of  the  way.   But  if  a  person  is  seeking  to  truly 
be  a  follower  of  Jesus  Jhrist  he  will  be  willing  to  be  the  genuine  article  for 
Jesus,  for  all  the  world  to  see.  But  it  takes  effort;  it  takes  work;  it  takes 
time.   But  the  problem  is  always  one  of  seeing  so  many  -others;  many  of  them 
ho  also  call  themselves  "Christians";  so  many  of  them  just  slide  through  life 
""with  never  any  effort  being  shown  to  share  their  Christianity  in  any  way;  never 
speaking  to  another  person  about  their  Lord  and  j^viour;  never  serving  in  any 
capacity  in  His  church;  we  see  them,  and  their  lives  are  the  same,  so  why 
should  a  believer  work  at  his  Christianity  ana  take  the  sneers,  and  jeers,  the 
hurts  and  the  grief  even  of  those  who  are  supposed  to  be  our  fellow  Belivers? 
There  is  only  one  reason.   And  that  reason  ia  Jesus  Christ  Himself.   Compare 
the  price  He  paid  with  the  price  we  are  paying.   What  was  that  price?   '/hat 
did  it  cost  Him  to  provide  God's  Balvation  for  mankind? 
(Illustration  of  lost  girl  in  London,  and  remembering  the  Cross) 
It  is  the  cross  that  we  should  remember  that  should  keep  us  living  and  serving 
for  Him.  Never  mind  those  who  stand  by  the  wayside  and  jeer  and  sneer  as  we 
struggle  to  carry  our  cross  through  life;  never  mind  those  who  will  do  nothing 
or  say  nothing  for  Jesus  Christ;  those  people  are  not  our  pooblem.   God  will 
settle  accounts  with  them  as  He  iaKSXSfittexHXsryEHK  will  do  with  everyone  in 
eternity.  Individually,  we  must  seek  to  be  "The  xieal  Thing"  for  at^ptixfc  Jesus, 
or  join  the  false  things  jthat  are  all  around  us.   Individually,  we  must  be 
building  upon  that  foundation  which  is  Jesus  Christ,  or  join  with  those  who 
refuse  to  build  for  whatever  the  reason. 
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ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude    "All  Glory  Be  to  God  Alone"     Miles 
•Processional  Hymn  7  "Great  God,  We  Sing  Your  Mighty  Hand" 
t ascription 
•Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "We  pray  Father,  that 
this  day  we  may  be  aware  of  our  membership  in  the  whole 
body  of  Christ.  Give  us  a  complete  sense  of  what  this 
means  by  forgiving  others,  as  we  also  wish  to  be  forgiven. 
Pardon  us  for  seeing  the  speck  in  our  brother's  eye  while 
neglecting  to  see  our  larger  sins.   Grant  us  Your 
forgiveness  for  the  many  things  we  have  said  and  done 
and  thought,  which  have  caused  us  to  be  sorry  and  wish  we 
could  undo  them.   These  things  we  ask  in  Jesus'  name.   iVmer 
•Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon 
•Praise 

•Pastor;  Blessed  be  the  Lord  God! 
•People:  And  blessed  be  His  Glorious  Name  forever 
•Gloria  Patri 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

Joys,  Concerns,  Prayer  Requests 
Hymn  No.  3S  "Wear  to  the  Heart  of  God" 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor;   The  Lord  be  with  you 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit 
Pastosr:   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer 
Offering 

Offertory    "Lord  Jesus  Christ,  Thou  Prince  of  Peace" 
•Doxol««."r  382 
Anthem;        "America"  Huy  Hunter 

Scripture:     2  Peter  1:8-11 


Sermon     "The  Real  Thing:   The  Why  of  It" 
•Closing  Hymn  No.  462   "Living  for  Jesus" 
Benediction 

Postlude      "Fugue"  Zachau 

++++++++  *Congregation  Standing  +++++++ 
The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mrs.  Fern  Hinehart  to  the  "Glory  of  God" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are  »Alvin  Tait,  Kike  Nazaruk, 

Gottlob  Kradel  and  Jim  McCiymonriE. 

Mr.  I  firs.  Gottfofi  Rradel  w?I?ygreet  the  Congregation 
at  the  door  this  morning. 

The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  159  with  26  Visitors 
Bill  Sheppeck  and  Martin  Henry  will  be  visiting  the 

.   Hospital  this  week. 

--^Our  deepest  Sympathy  to  Mr.  Charles  Penar  and  Family 

>in  the  loss  of  Chuck's  wife  -  Lula  Penar, 
If  you  know  of  someone  Graduating  from  High  School  or 
Community  College,  or  any  other  College  please  let 
*.   Bea  know  today. 

_^-Next  Sunday  -  Early  Church  at  10:00;   Church  School 
at  9:00. 
Coffee  and  Tea  —  available  in  Pehoboth  Hail  before 
^  Church  each  Sunday, 

^-Pictorial  Directory  -  Update:  A  change  thas  ocoured 
since  last  Sundays  bulletin.   The  dates  for  the  photo 
sessions  are  now  July  21,22,23  and  24  and  25th. 
These  dates  are  from  two  weeks.   This  change  was  made 
due  to  people  on  vacations  and  also  to  suit  work 
schedules,  in  hopes  that  if  you  connot  make  it  one 
week  you  will  still  be  able  to  have  photos  taken  in 
the  2nd  week.   Updates  and  more  to  come  later.  G.  Mangel. 
Tues  and  Thurs .  -  6-  B  -  Aerobics  in  .Rehoboth  Hall. 
Wed.  -  Mo  Choir  Practice 
Food  will  be  collected  for  the  Needy  all  year  long. 

S>ttew   members  will  be  received  on  June  12th. 

Vacation  Bible  School  begins  June  13-17.  for  Youth 
,h   and  Adults. 

Bre-rcgistration  will  be  today  again  in  the  back  of 
the  Sanctuary  -  Marlene  Riemer  will  sign  you  up 
REMEMBER  NEXT  SUNDAY  EAHLY  CHURCH  10:00;  Ch.  Sen.  9:00 
Church  in  the  Park  coming  up  June  26th. 


"The  Heal  Thing:  The  Why  Of  It" 
Scripture:  :  -     a  Peter  1:8-11 

P  ci"tinu  2describ  &  expl  wat  real  Xpian  ia, 
th.   opos  2wat  real  Xpian  is  not 
las  wk  Ik  Svirtu  Xpian  shud  B  work  at  2B  Real  Thing 
aftr  V   giv  8virtu,now  giv  reasn  4it 

tht.   vss  P  tel  Why  Of  It,&  reasn  Jfold 
1st=reward  of  striv  21iv  Six  Godly  lif  4Blievr  wilB 
hav  meanful,fruitfl  lif=he  aay-HEAD  V3  8 

(Illua  S3  quest=tail,gathr  nuts,etc=5yr  hoy  6  Jesus) 
It  was  Js  who  sed-By  ther  fruts  He   shal  kno  them 
We  study  iSerm  Ht=comp  tween  gud  tree/bad, gud  f rut/had 

jixact  wat  i   say  alite  dif  way=va  8a=rtat  things'? 
anser=vss  5b  to  7=Head 
if  thez  Svirtu  H  in  U,&  abound-Abound  uean»run  over, 
supr-abundantly,overflo 

P  spk  wat  Xpian  lif  2B  wen  Sp  fil  lif, it  overfl, 
bubl  ovr  with  luv  G 
But  if  Xpian  lif  no  fil  G's  3p,that  lif  oanot  B 
sore  sp  refreshment  2  others 
3o  P  say=if  thez  virtu  in  U,&  overflo  out  U=Vs  8B 
This  sed  positiv  way  &  Real  Xpian, Heal  Thing  no  B 
barren, unfrutful  &  lef  unsaid  Unreal  Xpian  revera 
Imeasur  Heal  Xpian  lif=1  that  meanful,frutful 
(Quote  iolstoi  about  Kingdom  of  God) 

P  aay«thez  thing  B  in  U,the  virtus  which  esenc  of  K  ol 
Sod.Ur  lif  wilB  meanful,frutful 

Then  P  say  Blievr  wud  hav  confid  he  child  of  G 
1st  tho,he  spk  this  negtiv  way  &  say-3is  9=HEAD 

P  use  Strang  consturctin  thiB  vs 

3ay  iersn  no  hav  4go  virtus, blind, then  add  no  C  farofi 
pi  j  is, if  blind, no  C  anythin  &  tber4  no  neces  2add 
notB  abl  C  faroff 

3r  4  No  C  faroff=MYOPAZeH-Bng  word=MYOPIC  &  mean=Kear 

3o  wat  P  say=thoz  lak  Svirtus  life,shortsite  spitufy  ' 
&   only  G  thing  immediat  in  front  them 
&  sine  this  so, this  persn- Va  9B-READ 
This  persn  C  only  present  thing, &  not  hvnly  things 
Lite  of  worl  dazl,ao  only  C  wat  in  front  him=things 
this  worl  So  cano  C  Byon  wat  await  G's  eternl  kingdm 
So  then  P  issu  postiv  chaleng  2Blievr  2  mak  certin 
he  saved 
duznt  mean  can  work  4  salvatin,that  inposibl 
but  by  examin  livs  lite  of  Godly  qualtys  P  set  4th, 
i  i  kno  whethr  bin  cal  from  carnal  2  spiritul  & 
*._  1of  elect, or  chosen  of  God 
P  say=chek  TJr  salvatin  2mak  sure  it  Real  Thing=Genuini 
i  if  U  do  this=Ye  shall  nevr  fall 


lasted, B»an  U  wil  not  Bcum  apostate 
A  persn  who  G  honor  Bliever;who  folo  L  Js  Xp  in  obed, 
wi?  nevr  B  deceiv  in2  join  Xp  deny  religin  or  cult 

Bu  posibilty  P  remembr  own  fal-Deny  Js  &,  B  anti=Xpia 
But  Js  4gav,brot  bak  2feloship,&  knu  pitfal  tru  Blievr 
shv-'-it  hav  2fsce 

Oi  :   2help  ea  Blievr  avoid  prob.urg  mak  sur  mdividly 

child  of  G 
Wen  chekup  made, Blievr  hav  wondrful  confid  Blong  d 
God  4  all  eternty  &  that  cannot  B  tata  from  him 
Then  P  say  reward  2B  givn  2  Blievr  wen  entr  hvn 
Vs  11=evry  Born-agin  Blievr  wil  go  2  hvn  &  Blievr  who 
liv  &  practic  Svirtus  of  Xpian  lif  hav  glorius  entranc 
in2  hvn 

Bibl  teach  evry  Blievr  mus  Stan  B4  L  at  judgment  seat 

Xp  &  ther  works  wilB  examin  &  regards  givn  out 
Blievrs  work  dun  sine  B  born-agin  wilh  examin 
It  not  works  anyl  duz,or  tries  2do  2  earn  hvn 

Ther  vast  dif  Btween  2=3alvatin  cannot  B  work/earn 
Keyword  Vs  11=ABUBDANTLY=in  Gr-PLOUSIOS  &   mean-richly 
auper-abundantly 

It  no  entranc  in2  hvn  wilB  jua  barly  get  in, 
insted,wilB  lik  B  welcoa  lik  conquer  hero  &  this  wele 
cum  reserv  4thoz  hav  ernestly  contend  4faith  &  this 
can  &  shud  B  assuranc  of  every  Bliever 

But  ther  alway  separatin  in  this  as  in  all  else 
4thoz  who  jus  merly  born-agin , hav  dun  nothin  2  serv 
Xp  &  church ;&  4thoz  who  no  work  at  Svirtus  of  faith 
ther  entranc  no  grand  entranc  at  all , 
just  entrance  nothing  more 
Bcuz  luv  shud  poses  43aviour,shud  hav  enthasasm  2work 
4[  i  not  merly  4rewsras  canB  ours, but  Bcuz  luv  Him 

But  can  also  B  asur  thoz  truly  striv  liv  4Him,wilB 

richly  reward  in  hvn 
Here  then  thez  vss  P  giv  Why  Of  Hav  Bldg  Bloks  in  our 
livs 

Can  only  hav  Real  Thing  if  wiling  2work  at  it 
But  Byon  work  at  Bldg  Bloks  ft  reasns  why  shud  do  so 
lies  sumthin  we  cannot  Bgin  2envisin 
(Illustration  of  elderly  Xpian  dying  &  aay=Best  Yet 
SB) 

G  prom  this   2all  who  His,2all  who  truly  Bom-agm  & 
liv  4Him 

Ho  persecutin  this  life, no  hardship, no  prob, nothing 
includ  deth  can  separat  us  from  G  &  riches  in  glory 

if   »  S  truly  His 

The  Best  Is  Yet  2B,4  so  an  entranc  shall  be  minis- 
tered unto  U  abundantly  int2  the  everlasting  kingdom 

of  our  Lord  &  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 


"The  Real  Thing:  The  Why  Of  It" 

Scripture:  2  Peter  1:8-11 

iter  continues  to  describe  and  explain  what  the  Real  Christian  is.  This  is 
opposed  to  what  the  Real  Christian  is  not.  Last  week  we  looked  at  the  8  vir- 
tues which  A  christian  should  be  working  at  to  be  the  Real  Thing.  After  Peter 
has  given  these  8  virtues  be  now  gives  the  reason  for  it.   In  these  verses 
Peter  tells  the  "Why  Of  It,"  and  his  reason  is  threefold. 

He  first  tells  that  the  rewards  of  striving  to  live  a  godly  life  for  the  be- 
liever will  be  that  he  will  have  a  meaningful,  fruitful  life.   He  says,  (read 
verse  8). 

(Illustration  of  Sunday  School  boy  asked  question,  "What  is  gray,  has  a  bushy 
tail  and  gathers  nuts  in  the  fall?"  The  five  year  old  answered,  "It  sounds 
like  a  squirrel  to  me,  but  I  know  the  answer  should  be  Jesus.") 

It  was  Jesus  Mfca  Himself  who  said,  "By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them." 
He  had  made  the  comparison  between  the  good  tree  and  the  bad  tree,  the  good 
fruit  and  the  bad  fruit.  We  had  looked  at  this  in  the  closing  chapter  of  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount.   This  is  exactly  what  Peter  is  saying  in  a  slightly  dif- 
ferent way.  He  says,  "For  if  these  things  be  in  you,"   and  what  "Things"  is 
he  talking  about?  It  is,  Faith,  Virtue,  Knowledge,  Self-control,  or  Temper- 
ance, Patience,  Godliness,  Brotherly  Kindness,  and  Love.   If  these  8  virtues 
are  in  you,  and  "Abound"  and  the  word  abound  is  used  in  the  sense  of  "super- 
abounding,"  meaning  "overflowing,  running  over."  Peter  is  speaking  that  the 
the  Christian's  life  is  to  be  a  Spirit-filled  life  that  is  overflowing,  bub- 
bling over  with  the  love  of  God.   But  if  a  Christian's  life  is  not  filled  with 
God's  Spirit,  it  that  life  cannot  be  a  source  of  spiritual  refreshment  to 
others.  So  Peter  is  saying  that  if  these  virtues  are  in  you,  and  overflowing 
out  of  you, "they  shall  make  you  that  ye  shall  neither  be  barren  nor  unfruitful 
in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ."   Peter  says  all  of  this  in  a  very 
positive  way.  The  Real  Christian,  The  Real  Thing,  will  not  be  barren  or  un- 
fruitful.   Left  unsaid  is  the  Unreal  Christian. will  be  barren  and  unfruitful. 
So  one  of  the  measures  of  the  Real  Christian's  life  is  one  that  is  meaningful 
and  fruitful. 

(Quote  of  Tolstoi  about  kingdom  of  God) 

Peter  said,  "If  these  things  be  in  you,"  the  virtues  which  are  the  essence  of 
the  kingdom  of  God,  your  life  will  be  meaningful  and  fruitful. 
Then  Peter  said  the  believer  would  have  a  confidence  that  fee  is  a  child  of  God, 
First  though,  he  speaks  of  this  in  a  negative  way  and  he  says,  Uread  verse  9). 
Peter  uses  a  strange  constnuction  in  this  verse.   He  says  that  the  person  who 
does  not  have  the  foregoing  virtues  in  hia  life,  HxxHHKXwftffxkx  is  blind.  But 
then  he  adds  the  person  cannot  see  afar  off.  The  problem  is,  if  you  are  blind 
you  can  see  nothing,  therefore,  it  is  unnecessary  to  add  not  being  able  to 
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gee  far  off.  The  word  for  "cannot  see  afar  off,"  in  Greek  is  MYOPAZON  from 
which,  we  get  our  English  word  "myopic"  which  means  being  nearsighted.  So  what 

ater  is  saying  is  this,  "Those  who  lack  these  8  virtues  in  their  lives  are 
short-sighted  spiritually  and  can  only  see  the  things  that  are  immediately  in 
front  of  them."  He  goes  on  to  say  that  since  this  is  so,  JdnuxpuidaE  this 
person,  "Hath  forgotten  that  he  was  purged  from  his  old  sins."  This  person 
can  only  see  present  things  and  not  heavenly  things.   XExaxExxHixxxkExxHsax 
The  light  of  the  world  dazzles  this  person  so  he  sees  only  what  is  in  front  of 
him,  the  things  of  this  world,  and  he  cannot  look  beyond  and  see  what  awaits 
him  in  god's  eternal  kingdom,   3o  then  Peter  tissx   issues  the  positive  chal- 
lenge to  the  believer  to  make  certain  that  he  is  saved.  This  doesn't  mean 
that  we  can  work  for  salvation,  for  that  is  impossible.   But  by  examining  our 
lives  in  the  light  of  the  godly  qualities  Peter  has  set  forth,  we  can  know 
whether  we  have  been  called  from  the  carnal  to  the  spiritual;  and  that  we  are 
one  of  the  elect,  or  chosen  of  God.  Peter  is  saying,  "Check  your  salvation 
to  make  sure  it  is  genuine,  Real,  "The  Heal  Thing."   And  then  if  you  do  this 
he  says,  "For  if  ye  do  these  things,  ye  shall  never  fall."  That  doesn't  mean 
that  you  will  never  sin  again,  orGS&ea"nyShing  that  is  wrong.   Instead,  it  means 
that  you  will  not  become  apostate.  A  person  who  is  a  God-honoring  believer; 
who  is  following  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  obedience,  will  never  be  deceived 
into  joining  a  Christ-denying  religion  or  cult.  It  is  a  good  possibility  that 
Peter  was  recalling  his  own  falling  at  an  earlier  time  in  his  life.   He  had 
openly  denied  Jesus  Christ.   By  floing  this  he  was  in  essence,  denying  that 
Jesus  was  who  and  what  He  said  He  was.  Peter  was  joining  the  anti-Chrisiians 
at  that  point.   But  Jesus  forgave  him  and  brought  him  back  and  he  knew  that 
was  one  pitfall  the  true  believer  shouldn't  have  to  face,   do  in  order  to  help 
each  believer  avoid  that  problem,  he  urged  them  to  make  sure  they  were  truly 
individually  a  child  of  God.  When  that  checkup  is  made,  the  believer  has  that 
wonderful  confidence  that  he  belongs  to  God  for  all  eternity  and  that  cannot 
be  taken  from  him. 
Then  Peter  said  iHBxfewxxEXExxwxix  a  reward  would  be  given  to  the  believer  when 

he  enters  heaven.   In  the  11th  verse  he  says,  fread: this) .  Svery  born-again 
believer  will  go  to  heaven  and  the  believer  who  lives  she  and  practices  the 

8  virtues  of  the  Christian  life  will  have  a  glorious  entrance  into  heaven. 
The  Bible  teaches  that  every  believer  must  stand  before  the  xexhxs  Lord  at  the 
judgement  seat  of  Christ  and  there  his  works  will  be  examined  and  the  regards 
will  be  given  out.   The  believers  works  which  he  has  done  after  he  being  born- 
again  will  be  examined.   It  isn't  works  which  anyone  does  or  tries  to  do  to 
earn  God's  heaven.  There  is  a  vast  difference  between  the  two.  Salvation 
cannot  be  worked  for  or  earned.  The  key  word  in  this  verse  is  the  word, 
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" Abundantly."  This  word  is  PLOUSIOS  in  Greek  and  it  means  "ricftly,  super- 
abundantly." It  isn't  an  entrance  into  heaven  that  will  be  just  barely  get- 
tine  in.   Instead,  it  will  be  like  being  welcomed  as  a  conquering  hero.  This 

contended 
welcome  is  reserved  for  those  who  have  earnestly  #3S¥S¥«1I  for  the  faith  and 

can  and  should  be  the  assurance  of  every  believer.   But  there  is  always  a 
separation  and  it  occurs  in  this  as  in  all  elae.  i'or  those  who  have  just 
merely  been  born-again  and  have  done  nothing  to  serve  Christ  and  His  church; 
and  for  those  who  have  not  tried  to  work  at  the  8  virtues  of  the  faith,  their 
entrance  will  not  be  the  grand  entrance  at  all.  Because  of  the  love  which  we 
should  possess  for  our  Saviour,  we  should  have  an  enthusiasm  to  work  for  Him 
not  merely  for  the  xwanc  rewards  that  xxii   can  be  ours ,  but  merely  because  we 
love  Him.  But  we  can  also  be  assured  that  those  who  feruly  strive  to  live  for 
Him,  will  be  richly  regarded  in  heaven. 

Here  then  in  these  verses,  Peter  gives  the  "Why  Of"  ±±xi  having  the  "Building 
Blocks"  in  our  lives.   We  can  only  have  the  genuine,  "The  Heal  Thing"  if  we 
are  willing  to  work  at  it.  But  beyond  the  working  at  the  Building  Blocks  and 
the  reasons  Why  we  should  do  so,  lies  something  we  cannot  begin  to  envision. 
(Illustration  of  elderly  Christian  dying  and  saying,  "The  best  is  yet  to  be") 
God  has  promised  this  to  all  who  are  His,  to  all  who  are  truly  Born-Again  and 
live  for  Him.   Ho  persecution  in  this  life;  no  hardship,  no  problem,  nothing 
including  death  can  separate  us  from  God  and  His  riches  in  glory  if  we  are 
truly  His.  The  best  is  yet  fo  be,  "For  so  an  entrance  shall  be  ministered 
unto  you  abundantly  into  the  everlasting  king  dom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ." 
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ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  10;0O  A.M. 
Prelude      "Glorious  Things  of  Thee  Are  Spoken"  Hofland 
*  Hymn  No.  1  "For  the  Beauty  of  the  Earth" 

"Ascription 
•Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "Loving  Father,  who  gives  completely 
of  His  love  to  ua,  forgive  our  selfishness.   We  aren't 
intentionally  indifferent  tD  others.   It's  just  that 
we  are  so  caught  up  in  our  own  lives,  our  j'odl,  our 
families,  we  look  at  tLe  world  around  us  from  oV>  m  deep 
in  our  own  little  worlds,   tfa  do  care,  but  we  don't  take 
the  time  or  the  trouble  to  respond  in  love  to  the  needs 
around  us.   Strengthen  us  to  assume  the  burden  of  caring. 
Enrich  our  lives  so  we  can  know  the  joy  of  others.  Forgive 
our  short-sightedness  so  we  can  try  again..  Tn  Jesus' 
name.  Amen." 
*Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon 
•Praise 

•Pastor:  Blessed  be  the  Lord  God! 
•People:   And  blessed  be  His  Glorious  Name  forever 
♦Gloria  Patri 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

Joys,  Concerns,  Prayer  Requests 
Hymn  No.  51    "I  Heard  the  Voice  of  Jesus  Say" 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit 
Pa3tor:  Let  us  Pray 
Prayer 

Instrumental  Prayer  Response 
Offering, 


■■■:■  iory   "0  Wondrous  Type,  0  Vision  Fair" 
Deo  Gracias 
♦Doxology  382 
Scripture:  2  Peter  1:12-18 

Sermon:        "The  Heal  Thing:   Firm  Conviction" 
•Closing  Hymn  No.   67  "Blessed  Assurance,  Jesus  Is  Mine" 
Benediction 
Postlude  "Rejoice,  Rejoice  Believers" 

Kaufmann 
+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  *Coi  legation  Standing  +  +  +  +  +  + 
The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mrs,  Ann  Williams  in  loving  memory  of  "Husband"  Woody. 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:   *Charles  Penar, 

Dan  Bosko,  Dave  McMillin 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today 
^^>rtospitalized:  David  Jaillet 

Those  visiting  the  Hospital  this  week  are:   Virginia 
Mangel,  Marlene  Riemer,  and  Ann  Williams.   They  will 
also  be  visiting  a  shut-in  and  an  non-attending  person.. 
Women's  Mary  Prugh  Circle  will  meet  tomorrow  evening 
at  7:30  P.M.  in  the  Church. 

>  Tuesday  and  Thurs.  -  Aerobics  in  Rehojoth  Hall 
Next  Sunday  new  members  will  be  received  into  the 
Church. 

une  13-17  -  Vacation  Bible  School  for  Youth  and  Adults 
here  in  our  Church.   Cookies  will  be  needed  -  If  you 
can  make  some  cookies  -  please  fill  in  the  chart  in 
the  Narthex. 

Church  in  the  Park  will  be  June  26th  plus  a  tureen 
family  dinner  afterwards. 

Those  that  we  know  of  that  are  graduating  are: 
Mark  Fry,  Tom  Hollefreund,  Robin  Knauer,  Sandy 
Snyder.     Lori  Shearer     graduated  from  BC3  in 
January.   We  extend  our  Best  Wishes  and  Congratulations. 
We  wish  you  the  best  in  anything  that  you  might 
under-take. 

St.  Mark's  Church  has  asked  us  to  announce  that  an 
Oratorio  "The  Holy  City"  by  Alfred  Gaul  will  be 
presented  at  7:30  P.M.  by  the  Community  i:hoir,  tonight 

There  were  134  here  last  Sunday  and  17  Visitors, 

Mrs.  Elsie  Kornrumpf  was  transferred  from  Sugar  Creek 
to  Fitzgerald  Person  Home  -  on  Bonneybrook  Road. 


> 


> 


' 


Scrip:    2  Peter  Sxfert*  1:12-18 

Quest:  how  many  U  this  morn  Bliev  wat  U  K  do  rt  now 

mot   import  thing  U  cud  3  do?  , 

Wat  U  R  do  is  roost  import  thing  U  cud  do  Bliev/not 
Jf  you  no  awar.U  R  witnes  2res  comunty  Ur  faith 
*n  sumthin  2U  ft  U  tak  it  seriualy 
At  leas  U  shudB  in  ernest  &  that  why  U  here 
Unch  of  comunty  H  watch  2C  wat  so  cal  Xpianty  mean 
2us  &  if  expec  hav  impac  at  all  musB  eviden  4all  A, 
that  alt  ho  ther  othr  thing  cudB  do  this  mom,  our  beic 
here  of  prime  importance 
This  basic  ingred  2B  fnd  P'a  2nd  letr  2  erly  church 
wrot  1st  letr  2warn  of  persec  ft  how  2deal_w/it 
2nd  letr  spk  apostacy,the  turn  away  from  faith, hut 
appear  of  fals  teachrs,Blievrs  rite  m  midst  church 

Las  wk  ahar  Jthing  P  want  impres  Blievr  m  Church 
If  -recal-reward  this  lif;2kno  ft  bliev  C  of  Gjrewartds 
in  life  yet  2B  , 

this  sectin  SBrio  shar  5  things  agin=Three  A  s 
This  nothin  do  driv  car 

(Illus  husban/wif  copp  wen  out  in  car=she  driv; steer. 
This  sectin  ha*  2do  w/ateering  of  Ur  lif 
Authenticity=He  spk  Real  Thing.that  which  authentic 
vss  12-15=mus  ask  wat  P  mean  by  put  Blievr  in  REMcM 
6F  THEZ  THING3-V6  1if 
anser  ly  fact  talk  bout  Svirtus  Xpian  shudB  practic 
in  lif  as  fnd  vss  5-7 
But  much  deepr  mean  t   deal  with 
He  say  he  want  Blievr, 2  remembr  &  thoz  thing  Svirtus 
hut  add=end  vs  12  ft  this  mor  than  Svirtus 
p-  say  all  this  go  bak  2esenc  of  faith=it  ther  fun- 
l  jientl  Bliefs  P  say  they  establish  in 
In  13th  vs  add=end  vs  13=by  put  U  in  remembrance 
They  R  being  remind; ft  wat  remind?  Baaic  Xpain  Bliefs 
Do  U  kno  wat  they  fi?  How  many  U  this  morn  honestly 
Bliev  this  bk-Bible.is  inspirjinerrant^'ord  of  God? 
Or  how  many  Bliev  jus  bk  wrot  by  men  ft  canB  interp 
any  way  U  want  2  interp? 
How  many  U  feel  we  at  part  serv  can  do  without  Bcuz 
hear  so  cal  same  truth  over  ft  over  agin?  Bored  serm? 
Ur  ansers  determ  wat  U  Bliev 

If  U  Bliev  this  bk=Bihl  inspir.inerant  W  of  God  6, 
seek  G'a  directin  4  UR  lif  thru  it, He  wil  giv  it 
UR  sho  res  viorl  they  can  pok  fun  if  lik,but  has 
mr  ning,purpos  4  UR  lif 
^  U  Bliev  serm  instrument  thru  which  G  use  man  2 
shar  truths  w/U,then  u  seek  2gro  ft  mature  in  Ur 
faith.  Thez  R  things  hav  2do  w/doctrine 


■raer  t;hoz  say  snua  no  preacn/ueacn  oocirin        =y 
But  without  doctrin  hav  nothinjour  faith  wish/washy 
ft  canB  sway  by  evry  wind  doctrin  cum  along  Paul  say 
Wv't  do  U  Bliev  bout  Js?  Who  was  He?  Wat  so  specil? 
W^„  shud  hav  mean? 
Met  J  witnes , Mormon  I  sure; sum  a3k=Wat  say  2them? 
Tfr  ^  peopl  Blong  cults=not  Xpians 
A  -»Wat  they  Bliev  bout  Js  ft  U  find  wat  Bliev/stand 
But  first  wat  do  U  Bliev  bout  Js?  Bout  G?  Bout  H  3p7 
Wat  of  Raptur?  2nd  Cum  Js  Xp? 
Thez  quests  shud  ask  any  Blievr, shud  ask  any  who 
profes  2B  ldrs  of  any  cong  6.  if  cannot  anser  shud 
not  B  ldrs 
quests  shud  ask  any  ch  membr  ft  if  no  can  anser  shu> 
tel  need  2study  lern  in  38  ft  Church 
This  exact  wat  P  get  at; How  Authentic  US  faith? 
(Illus  dirty  bushel, dip  watr  6  clensed) 
R  U  dip  in2  watr  can  clens  UR  lif?  RU  seek  kno  G'a 
thruth?  Is  UR  faith  Authentic  Bcuz  of  it? 
ASSBHAHQE-F  tol  Blievrs  Ik  4  Authentic  now  way=14-15 

Js  sed  bout  P-Jn  21 :18-19=READ 
P  ovr  60;kno  mattr  tim  Kero  ares/execut; this  AD  67-68 
ft  P  want  ^lievrs  hav  this  flJimembranc  &  that  Remembran 
plac  Byon  in  G's  eternl  kingdm  for  them 
This  his  Assuranc  giv  him  abilty  21iv  lif  face  perse 
sin, evil 
Exampl  society  2day  hav  fun, pleasur;eat, drink, cloth, 
papr, radio, Tv  we  tol  2B  happy  &  if  not  we  2seek  it 
As  Xpians  mus  kno  lif  no  made  up  food, clothing  etc 
Reasn  hspines  trip^society  naturlist, ma terialis, human 
Bcuz  thez  philos  no  Assur  lif  Byon  ft  peop  liv  fear  ft 
quest  wat  happn  aftr  deth? 
wo   P  time  much  lik  our/same  aituatin  ft  P  want  Bliev: 
evt^wher  2hav  Assur  G  provid  4them  Byon  this  lif 
A..;,::TRMATIOH=vss  16-18=-P  giv  Affirm  efterthin  writ  bout 

tru  &  truth  Bcuz  he  ey  witnes  as  say  16th  vs 
Tel  of  Js  who  Ik  lik  everl  else  &  experience  go  Mt 
(Tell  of  Transfiguratin  of  Js  ft  events) 
P  Affrim  this  actuly  tuk  plac=Vs  18 
I   He  want  every  Blievr  2kno  this  4  certanty 
(Illus  boy  produc  dept,woman/lettuc;manger  wif  etc) 
The  yng  man  had  the  ansers  ft  this  wat  p  had  ttcritics 
who  no  Bliev 

He  had  Affirmatin  that  wat  say, had  seen, wat  Js  dun  ft 
sed  was  True 
This  all  dun  2put  dwn  fals  teachrs/ldrs  ft  teachings 
i  ta'  ?lac  rite  in  erly  church 

j  How  authentic  UR  Bliefs?  How  strong  UR  Assuranc?  of 
\   things  of  God?  Wat  UR  Affirmatin?  Lik  P  thez  thinea 
.  mustB  part  our  livs  ft  brot  2our  remem  from  time/tfme 
>BV   rest  in  HIM, J 6   XI  our  LORD?  Or  RU  stand  own  stren? 


"The  i.eal  Thing:  Firm  Conviction" 
Scripture:  2  Peter  1:12-18 

Question:  How  many  of  you  this  morning  actually  believe  that  what  you  are 
doing  right  now  is  the  most  important  thing  you  can  becdoing? 
What  you  are  doing  whether  you  believe  it  or  not,  is  the  most  important 

thing  you  can  be  doing  this  morning.  If  you  are  not  aware  of  it,  you  are 
witnesses  to  the  rest  of  the  community  that  your  fatih  means  something  to  you 
and  you  take  it  seriously.  At  least  you  should  be  in  earnest  and  that  is  why 
you  are  here.  The  unchurched  of  the  community  are  watching  to  see  what  this 
so  called  "Christianity"  means  to  us.   If  we  expect  to  have  any  impact  at  all, 
it  must  be  evident  for  all  to  see  that  although  there  are  many  other  things 
we  could  be  doing  this  morning  or  any  Sunday  morning,  Sfexs  our  being  here  is 
of  prime  importance. 

This  is  a  basic  ingredient  to  be  found  in  Peter's  second  letter  to  the  early 
church.   He  wrote  his  first  letter  to  warn  of  persecution  and  tell  how  to  deal 
with  it.   The  second  letter  speaks  of  apostacy,  the  turning  away  from  the 
faith,  but  also  the  appearance  of  false  teachers  and  belivers  zxi  right  in  the 
very  midst  of  the  church. 

Last  week  we  shared  the  three  things  Peter  wanted  to  impress  upon  the  believer 
in  the  church.   If  you  recall  they  were  the  rewards  of  this  life,  the  ability 
to  know  and  believe  they  were  children  of  God,  and  the  rewards  of  the  life 
that  is  yet  to  come. 

In  this  section  of  Scripture  Peter  once  again  shares  three  things.  Each  of 
the  ideas  begins  with  the  letter  "A"  and  we  could  perhaps  think  of  this  mess- 
age as  being  the  "Three  "A's".  T^is  has  nothing  to  do  of  course  with  driving 
a  car.  But  it  does  have  to  do  with  the  steering  of  your  life. 
(Illustration  of  man  Isxxitg  car  while  his  wife  drives  it) 

The  first  "A"  which  Peter  shares  with  believers  would  stand  for  "Authenticity" 
He  is  speaking  of  "The  Heal  Thing,"  that  which  is  "Authentic."  So  it  is  that 
we  read,  "Wherefore  I  will  not  be  negligent  to  put  you  always  in  remembrance 
of  these  things,  though  ye  know  them,  and  be  established  in  the  present  truth. 
Yea,  I  think  it  meet  ,  as  long  as  I  am  in  this  tabernacle,  to  stir  you  up  by 
putting  you  in  remembrance."   First  we  must  ask  what  Peter  means  by  putting 
the  believer  "in  remembrance  of  these  things?"  The  answer  lies  in  the  fact 
that  he  is  talking  about  the  8  virtues  hi  the  Christian  should  be  practicing 
in  his  life  as  found  in  verses  5  to  ?.  But  there  is  a  much  deeper  meaning 
which  Peter  was  dealing  with.   He  says  xkssBxfcftxngx  he  wants  to  always  put 
the  believer,  or  remind  the  believer  to  remember  these  things.  Those  things 
are  the  8  virtues,  but  he  adds,  "ye  know  them  and  be  established  in  the  pre- 
sent truth."  This  is  much  more  than  the  8  virtues  he  has  just  outlined. 
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He  is  telling  the  believer  that  all  of  this  goes  back  to  the  very  essence  of 
their  faith.   It  is  their  fundamental  beliefs  that  Peter  is  saying  they  are  est- 
ablished in.   In  the  15th  verse  he  adds,  "by  putting  you  in  remembrance."  They 
are  being  reminded.  And  whgt  are  they  being  reminded  of?  T^ey  are  being  rmeinded 
of  the  basic  Christian  beliefs.   Do  you  know  what  they  are?  How  many  of  you  this 
morning  honestly  believe  that  this  book,  (the  BibleB,  is  the  inspired,  inerrant 
Word  of  God?  Or  how  many  of  you  believe  that  it  ia  a  book  which  has  been  inter- 
preted by  man  and  has  as  many  interpretations  aw  you  may  like  to  give  it?  How 
many  of  you  here  this  morning  we  are  at  the  part  of  the  service  we  can  do  without 
because  we  hear  the  same  so  called  "truths"  over  and  over  again?  Or  how  many  og 
you  are  bored  because  the  sermon  does  that  to  you?  Your  answers  determine  what 
you  believe.   If  you  believe  this  book,  (The  Bible),  is  the  inspired,  inerrant 
Word  of  God,  then  you  are  seeking  G0d's  direction  for  your  life  through  it,  and 
know  that  He  will  give  it.   You  are  also  showing  to  the  rest  of  the  world  that 
they  can  poke  fun  at  it  ±£   they  like,  but  it  has  purpose  and  meaning  for  your  life 
If  you  believe  that  the  sermon  is  the  instrument  through  which  God  uses  a  man  to 
share  His  truths  with  you,  then  you  are  seeking  to  grow  and  mature  in  your  faith. 
These  are  things  which  have  to  do  with  what  we  call  doctrine.  Eragi*  There  are 
those  who  say  we  shouldn't  preach  or  teach  doctrines.  But  without  doctrine,  we 
h^e  nothing.  Our  faith  is  wishy-wqshy  and  we  can  be  swayed  with  any  wind  of 
doctrine  as  Paul  warns  against.  Wht  do  you  believe  about  Jesus?  Who  was  He? 
What's  so  special  about  His  life?  "Why  should  it  have  meaning  for  me? 
All  of  you  at  one  time  or  another  have  had  an  encounter  with  Jehovah's  Witnesses 
or  Mormons,  or  others.  These  people  belong  to  cults.  They  are  not  Christian. 
I  repeat,  they  are  not  Christian,  and  you  should  know  that.  Some  of  you  have 
asked  me,  "How  do  I  deal  with  these  people?  What  do  I  say  to  them  fehey  are  so 
knowledgable?"  Ask  any  of  them  what  they  believe  about  Jesus  and  you  will  find 
out  what  they  believe  and  where  they  stand.  But  first  of  all,  what  do  you  be- 
lieve about  Jesus?  What  do  you  believe  about  God?  What  about  the  Holy  Spirit? 
Is  the  Bible  true?  What  about  the  Rapture  of  the  Church?  The  Second  Coming  of 
Jesus  Christ?  These  are  all  questions  we  should  ask  of  anyone  who  professes  to 
be  a  leader  of  any  congregation  and  if  they  cannot  answer  them  they  should  not 
be  leaders.  These  are  questions xwe  should  ask  of  any  church  member  and  if  they 
cannot  answer  them  we  should  tell  them  they  need  to  be  studying  and  learning 
these  things  in  Sunday  School  and  Church.  This  ia  exactly  what  Peter  was  getting 
p4-.  How  "Authentic"  is  your  faith? 

illustration  of  dirty  bushel,  cleansing  at  creek  &  how  farmer  proved  worth  of 
the  Bible  to  the  young  man  who  questioned  him  about  it) 

Are  you  dipping  into  the  water  that  can  cleanse  your  life?  Are  you  seeking  to 
know  God's  truth  and  is  your  faith  "Authentic"  because  of  it? 
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The  seoond  "A"  which  Peter  uses  is  that  of  "Assurance."  Peter  told  believers 
h^w  to  look  for  that  which  was  "Authentic"  and  now  he  gives  them  this  additional 
information  as  found  in  verses  14  and  15i  (read  these).   Jesus  had  made  a  pre- 
diction about  Peter  and  we  find  this  recorded  in  the  ^ospel  of  John,  chapter  21, 
18  and  19,  (read  this).   Peter  was  over  60  years  of  age  at  this  time.   He  knew 
that  it  was  only  a  matter  of  time  until  taBxwasxHXXKXXK&xiix  the  Emperor  Bero  had 
him  arrested  and  then  he  would  be  kxkkxkx  executed.   This  was  iHxitas  afeout  67 
or  68  A.D.   But  even  when  he  was  gone,  Peter  wanted  believers  to  have  this 
"remembrance."   That  "remembrance"  of  which  he  spoke  is  the  remembrance  that 
for  the  believer  there  is  a  place  beyond  in  Ciod's  eternal  kingdom  for  him.  This 
is  his  assurance  that  gives  him  the  ability  to  live  this  life  even  in  the  face 
of  persecution,  sin,  and  evil.  toaxxMSxiBi:  In  our  society  today  we  see  the  insane 
obsession  to  have  fun  and  pleasure.  Everything  is  being  done  to  assure  everyone 
that  your  one  right  in  this  life  is  to  be  happy.  It  is  done  with  food  and  drink 
with  entertainment,  clothing,  everything.   We  cannot  rftad  the  paper,  or  listen 
to  the  radio,  or  watch  TV  without  being  told  we  need  to  be  happy  it  is  owed  to 
us  and  we  should  seek  it  if  we  don't  have  it.   But  as  Christians  we  must  be 
aware  that  life  is  not  made  up  of  food  and  clothing,  like  Jesus  said,  HHXXKkxx 
The  reason  for  the  happiness  trip  is  because  society  is  naturalistic,  material- 
ise, humanistic  and  largely  atheistic.  Because  of  these  philosophies,  there 
is  no  assurance  of  a  life  beyond  and  the  people  living  these  lives  question 
what  happens  after  death.  The  world  around  Peter  and  those  to  whom  he  was 
writing  were  in  the  same  situation.   3o  Peter  wanted  the  believers  everywhere  to 
have  the  assurance  that  God  has  provided  for  them  beyond  this  life. 
The  third  "A"  which  Peter  shares  is  found  in  verses  16  through  18,  (read  these). 
Peter  is  giving  the  "Affirmation"  that  everything  he  was  writing  about  was  true. 
The  truth  of  it  rested  in  the  fact  that  he  had  been  a  privileged  eye-witness  to 
it  as  he  points  out  in  the  end  of  the  16th  verse.  He  is  telling  of  Jesus  who 
walked  around  with  them  and  He  was  dressed  like  anyone  else.  There  was  nothing 
about  Him  to  show  Him  for  being  something  other  than  just  another  common  ordi- 
nary person.   And  then  one  day  He  took  Peter,  and  James,  and  Hijhn   and  together 
they  walked  up  an  unknown  mountain.   When  they  got  to  the  top,  Jesus  began  to 
pray.  Suddenly  He  began  to  change.  His  face  and  His  clothing  gleamed  and  shone 
brilliantly.  His  clothing  was  whiter  than  anything  the  disciples  had  ever  seen. 
At  this  point  Moses  and  Elijah  in  their  heavenly  glorified  bodies  appearedcto 
■•-hem  and  Jesus  talked  with  them.   They  spoke  to  Jesus  of  His  coming  death  at 
uerusalem.  xxxxfcsy  The  men  went  away  from  them  and  Peter  made  the  suggestion 
that  they  set  up  booths  to  commemorate  the  event.  At  this  point  a  cloud  came 
over  them  and  enveloped  them,  and  a  voice  came  from  the  cloud  and  said,  "This  is 
My  beloved  Son  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased."  Peter  affirms  that  this  actually 
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took  place  with  the  words  in  verse  18^  "And  this  voice  which  came  from  heaven  we 
heard,  when  we  were  with  Him  in  the  holy  mount."  He  makes  the  "Affirmation" 
.  s.t   this  actually  took  place.  Peter  wanted  every  believer  to  know  these  things 
for  a  certainty. 

(Illustration  of  boy  firJff  job;  produce  department;  lady  one  half  head  lettuce; 
ask  manager; woman  followed;  manager  commended  ask  where  from;  anser=West  Chester 
Pa,  the  home  of  ugly  women  and  famous  hockey  teams;  Manager=My  wife's  from  that 
town  too;  answer=What  team  was  she  on?") 

The  young  man  had  the  answers.   This  is  what  Peter  had  for  the  critics  who  did 
not  and  would  not  believe.  He  had  the  "Affirmation"  that  what  he  was  saying, 
what  he  had  seen,  and  what  Jesus  had  done  were  true.   Ttiis  was  all  done  XHxifc* 
to  put  down  the  false  teachers  and  teachings  which  were  taking  place  right  with- 
in the  early  church  itself. 

How  Authentic  xkx^wbx   are  your  beliefs?  How  strong  is  your  Assurances  concern- 
ing the  things  of  God?  What  is  your  Affirmation?  Like  Peter,  these  things 
must  be  a  part  of  our  lives  and  brought  to  our  remembrance  from  time  to  time 
even  if  we  know  them,  to  stregthen  us  and  permit  us  to  rest  in  that  perfect 
peace  which  God  has  provided  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Are  you  resting  in 
Him  today,  or  are  you  trying  to  stand  in  your  own  strength? 
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ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  10:00  A.M. 
Prelude        "How  Lovely  Shines  The  Morning  Star" 

Praetorius 
"Hymn  No.  6   "This  is  my  Father's  World" 
"Ascription 
"Exhortation 

"Confession  (In  Unison)  "We  offer  unto  thee  our  Fathnr, 
praise  for  the  gift  of  thy  Spirit.  We  ask  for  thy 
Spirit  at  the  times  when  we  are  fills  with  doubt;  when 
■K2  are  filled  with  hatred,  when  we  are  devoid  of  patience; 
when  we  show  forth  selfishness.  In  all  circumstance- 
which  sra  ccr"--ary  to  thy  will,  send  thy  Spirit  to  huip. 
to  heal,  and  may  we  know  thy  forgiveness,  through 
Christ,  Amen." 
•Kyrie 

♦Assurance  of  Pardon 
•Praise 

•Pastor:   Blessed  be  the  Lord  God! 
•People:  And  blessed  he  His  Glorious  Name  forever 
•Gloria  Patri 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

Joys,  Conerns,  Prayer  Requests 
Hymn  No,  56    "God  Will  Take  Care  of  You" 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor :  The  Lord  be  with  you 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit 
Pastor:  Let  us  Pray 
Prayer 

Instrumental  Prayer  Response  (#361) 
Offering 

Offertory    "He  Touched  Me"  Gaither 

(Miss  Alice  Jean  Snow,  Soprano} 


Doxology  No.  382 

uacection  of  Hew  Members,      , 

Ahthem:  "The  Holy  City"  Adams 

(Miss  Snow,  soprano) 
Scripture:       2  Peter  1:19-21 

Sermon:      "The  Seal  Thing:   Rooted  and  Grounded" 
•Closing  Hymn  No,  71   "Faith  Is  the  Victory" 
Benediction 

Postlude     "0  Christ,  Our  True  and  Only  Light"  Bach 
++++++++  "Congregation  Standing  +•+  +  +  +  +  + 
The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
Ed  and  Jane  Weichey  in  loving  memory  of  their 
"Parents" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:   *Alta  Kradel,  Lois  Stokes 

Grace  Riddle  and  Dutch  3olam. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Tracy  Johnston. 
^^Hospitalized:   MMrs .  May  Dutter 

Pam  Tait  and  Diane  Hollefreund  will  be  visiting  the 

Hospital  this  week. 
Mr.  7  Mrs.  Harry   Davis  will  '"ongregation  ^n* 

Visitors  at  the  ilcor  this  morning.. 
Those  joining  the   Church  today  s,re: 
By  Letter  of  Tranc^er:   Judy  and  Ronald  Bowser, 
Phyllis  Perkins,  ^irilyn  and  VJilliam  Snyder,  Lisa 
Snyder  and  Kevin  Snyder. 
By  Profession  of  Faith:   James  Bell  and  Dennis  Herrit. 
^>This  week  -  June  13-17  -  VACATION  BIBLE  SCHOOL. 

If  you  have  any  questions  -  Marlene  Reimer  or  the 
Pastor  'c¥la%lr1ar%0,ftir  all  ages  from  7-9  each  evening. 
June  26  at  11:00  A.M.  -  Church  in  the  Park.   This 
time  has  been  set  so  that  you  will  have  more  time  to 
prepare  what  you  would  like  to  for  the  Tureen  Picnic 
that  follows  the  worship  service.  Desert  and 
beverage  will  be  provided. 
Attendance  last  Sunday  was  157  with  12  Visitors 
^3»This  is  the  first  Sunday,  and  first  chance  you  have 
to  sign  up  early  to  have  your  photos  taken  for  the 
directory.   Take  time  today  and  sign  up  your  family 
for  the  time  that  best  suits  you  and  your  family. 
PHOTO  REMINDER  NOTICE:  Cut  off  and  tack  up 

OUR/MY  PHOTO  DATE  IS:  

OUR/MY  PHOTO  TIME  IS:  


"The  Keal  imng:  Rooted  And  Grounded" 
Scripture:  2  Peter  1i 19-21 

(Iilus  famly  restaur, Uttl  boy ,hotdog,&  she  thinks 

1  real) 

even  serch  4identy;no  mattr  how  old/yng,pat  human 
natur 

v   h  all  relig  philospbys  in  worl,bcum  diff  4  any't 

2juiq  rite  1  ■  How  can  tell  truth  from  error? 
As  pt  out  B4,P  knu  peop  erly  eh  also  strugl  samthing 

Main  concern  4-thera  they  wud  get=Real  Thing  as  far 

as  Xpianty  go 
They  surouad  thoz  teach  falsly,thoz  turn  apostat 
&  go  ±nd   fals  religins 
This  same  thing  happn  2day  &  same  lesrms  P  taut  d 
erly  Xpiaas  he  teach  us  as  well 

Las  wk  teach  ther  faith  not  sumthin  he  &  othr  Apos 

mak  up; he  sedeVs  16=RiSAD 
Then  went  on  tel  eywitnes  &  giv  acct  of  Transfig  & 
herd  voic  etc 
Add=Vs  19=Wat  mean  Hor  sur  word  prophcy? 

Wat  cudB  mor  eur  than  Js  Xp  Himself? 
Actuly  nothin,cept  2prov  who  He  was, Wat  did,&  He 
real  lik  P  say  &  teach 
P  refer  2scrips  pt  2  Him  as 
&  this  fnd  throut  OT 

4thoz  find  no  valu  OT  here 

thot  of  it 

(Exampl  Meth  f rend, no  Bliev  OT  ahud  B  in  Bible) 
In  lita  peop  hav  bad  atiStide  2ward  OT  ask»Jus  wat 

is  valu  OT?  How  import  Ur  fanly  histry  aj? 
Mnay  peop  spend  lrg  sums  mony,time  <itrac  faraly  tre( 
(oides  son  do  so, no  herd,mayB  cum  2  horsthievs, train 
rt  iers  &  quit) 

(Illus  Woman  trao  famly  bak  jSng,Wm  Cong  etc  &  boy 
famly  wxsx   executins) 

Mak  no  dif  how  £Br   trac  famly  bak, our  roots  go  bak 

2  OT  &  that  mor  sur  word  prop  we  2tak  heed  a 
Add=Ad  LITIS  iihineth  dark  place 

DARK=dirty,,filthy,squalid=sin-darkened  world 
As  Xpian  can  only  find  lite  thru  ocrip 

P  relat  they  pt  2  lite  shin  dark  plac  &  thoa  prophs 

were  of  One  who  was  2cpm 

We  H  21k=vs  19B-that  day  dawn, that  star  aris  in  hart£ 

wen  Js  cum  inil  harts 
P  no  pt  off  distanc  2  2nd  Cum  Js  Xp,insted,  pt  2  Ja 
cum  21iv  harts  thoa  who  R  in  darknes  Si  sin 

Bu   3  also  knu  altho  men  instruments  G  use  spk  &.  tel 

wat  He  going  2do  thru  a  jRVior,thez  men  specil  4  God 


2/ 


Mesiahjpromis  1  of  God 
1  of  NT  giants  tel  wat 


va  duw=f   p-c  out;  ist:  no  way  interp  ii's  woras  mere 
human  interp 

NONiS  thea  propha  dare  giv  own  interp 
Je~  Tiiah  say=2^:16 
Ezt~  say=1J:3 
We  can  C  how  serius  they  tuk  task  G  nav  them 
F-  t  it  nor  than  JusB  serius  2B  G's  proph, 
Vs   .=They  mov  by  H  3p 

How  kno  H  Jp  operativ  livs? 
(Illus  father  no  listn  dottr,&  probs  creat  by  It) 
Unlik  fathr  this  exarapl,  men  of  G  listn  2  Him  2  spk 

No  seek  meet  dedlin  &  jus  hav  story  4sake  hav  1 
Insted,  they  wait, they  listn, they  wait  upon  G  2spk  &. 
it  paid  off 
In  entir  OT  U  find  writen  cros  pages  mesag  wat  G  en 
eventul  do  4  mankind 
iiay  ovr  &  ovr  agin  thru  prophs=-I  LUV  U 
That  bottom  line  whol  Bible  &  P  say  that  if  U  no  Blie 
me  bout  Js  wat  I  tel  bout  Him, then  Ik  G's  Word  &  C 
Mor  aur  Word 
U  cannot  ignor  writan  word=It  Here=BIBLa=(hold  up) 
READ  IT! 
oTUBY  IT1 
Listen  2wat  G  has  2say  2U  &  me  thru  it 
&  kno  if  we  do, we  wil  as  P  sed  2  peop  in  iiphesus, 
B  Rooted  And  Grounded  in  the  faith  &  wilB  Heal  'nhing 
4  God. 


"The  Real  Thing:  Rooted  And  Grounded" 

Scripture:  2  Peter  1:19-21 

"llustration  family  in  restaurant,  waitress  give  boy  hot  dog,  and  he  exclaims, 
ohe  thinks  I'm  real.") 

Sveryone,  no  matter  who  they  are,  no  matter  how  old,  or  how  young,  is  search- 
ing for  identity.   It's  a  part  of  human  nature.  But  with  all  of  the  new  re- 
ligious philosophies  in  the  world,  it  becomes  difficult  for  anyone  to  know  just 
the  right  one.  How  can  we  tell  the  truth  from  error? 

As  we  have  pointed  out  before,  Peter  knew  the  people  of  the  early  church  were 
also  struggling  with  this  very  thing.   His  main  concern  for  them  was  that  they 
would  get  the  "Real  Thing"  as  far  as  Christianity  went.  They  were  surrounded 
by  those  who  taught  falsely,  those  who  were  turning  from  the  faith  and  getting 
into  false  religions  and  so  on.  This  very  thing  is  happening  today  and  the 
same  lessons  Peter  taught  to  the  early  Christians  he  is  teadbing  to  us  as  well. 
Last  week  he  was  teaching  that  their  faith  was  not  something  that  he  and  the 
other  Apostles  made  up.   He  said,  (read  verse  16).   Then  he  went  on  to  tell  how 
he  was  an  eye-witness  by  saying  that  he  had  seen  His  transfiguration  and  heard 
the  voice  from  heaven  declaring  Him  as  God's  beloved  3on,  in  whom  God  was  well 
pleased. 

wow  he  adds  to  this  by  stating,  (read  verse  19).  Just  what  did  Peter  mean  by 
&  "more  sure  word  of  prophecy? 9  What  could  be  more  sure  than  Jesus  Christ  Him- 
self? Nothing  actually,  other  than  to  prove  He  was  who  He  said  He  was,  and  He 
was  everything  which  ftx  had  been  said  He  would  be.  3o  then  in  order  to  prove 
this,  other  than  telling  and  retelling  what  He  did  and  said,  Peter  reminds  them 
of  God's  Word.  He  was  referring  to  the  Gcriptures  which  pointed  to  Him  as  the 
promised  Messiah,  the  deliverer  bei  which  Gos  prophecied  and  told  of  throughout 
the  Old  Testament.  For  those  who  tsa.   find  no  value  in  the  Old  Testament,  here 
is  one  of  the  New  Testament  giants  telling  what  he  thought  of  it.  There  was  a 
Methodist  minister  in  the  town  where  we  formerly  were  and  he  told  me  once  that 
as  far  he  was  concerned,  the  Old  Testament  didn't  exist  and  could  be  cut  out 
of  every  Bible  and  destroyed.  He  never  preached  from  it  and  proclaimed  that  he 
never  would.   In  light  of  people  xatJEXKZKJOQg  having  a  bad  attitude  toward  the 
Old  Testament,  perhaps  we  need  to  ask,  "Just  what  is  the  value  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment? Is  it  worth  anything  at  all?"  Let  me  ask,  "How  important  is  your  family 
history  to  you?  Are  you  concerned  who  your  relatives  were?"  Many  people  are 
and  they  spend  great  amounts  of  time  and  money  to  trace  their  ancestry.  We  call 
't  a  family  tree.  Not  too  long  ago  our  oldest  3on  said  he  was  tracing  our 
ramily  ti  ancestry  but  I  haven't  heard  anymore  about  it.  He  probably  decided  tc 
quit  when  he  got  to  the  horse  thieves  and  train  robbers. 

(Illustration  of  woman  who  could  trace  ancestry  back  to  V/illiam  the  Conqueror, 
asked  other  woman  how  far  hers  went  back,  reply,  "0ur  records  were  lost  in  the 

flood.1) 
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(Illustration  little  boy  grandfather  hanged,  father  electrocuted=platform  gave 
way.  Occupied  the  seat  of  applied  electricity,  died  in  harness). 

1  really  makes  no  difference  how  far  we  can  trace  our  roots  in  our  families, 
hut  we  need  to  know  that  we  trace  our  roots  hack  to  the  people  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment, and  that  sure  mt  word  of  prophecy  Peter  says  we  are  to  take  heed  to. 
Then  he  adds,  "As  unto  a  light  that  shineth  in  a  dark  place."  The  word  dark 
here  means,  "dirty,"  or,  S±±i±tk  "Filthy,  squalid  surroundings."  The  analogy 
is  that  as  Christians  living  in  a  filthy,  dirty,  sin-dakfcened  world  we  can  only 
find  light  from  the  Scriptures.  Peter  was  relating  that  they  were  pointing  to 
a  light  shining  in  a  dark  place,  and  ihscfc  those  prophecies  were  of  the  One  to 
come.  We  are  to  be  looking  for  that  light  and  that  day  dawns,  and  the  day  star 
arises  in  our  hearts  when  we  come  to  Christ.  Peter  ia  not  actually  pointing  off 
in  the  distance  to  the  second  coming  of  Jesus  Christ,  but  instead,  is  pointing 
to  Jesus  coming  to  live  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  are  in  darkness  and  sin. 
But  Peter  knew  that  although  men  were  the  instruments  God  used  to  speak  and  tell 
what  He  was  going  to  do  through  a  Saviour,  these  men  were  something  special  for 
God. 

We  read  first  in  the  20th  verse,  (read  this).  Peter  points  out  first  of  all 
that  in  no  way  was  the  interpretation  of  God's  words  Just  mere  human  interpeeta© 

on.  None  of  the  prophets  dared  to  give  his  personal  interpretation. 
Jeremiah  said  in  his  prophecy,  ^?:16,  (read).  And  £zekiel  said,  13:3,  (read). 
We  can  see  from  this  how  seriously  they  took  the  task  God  had  given  them. 
But  it  was  more  than  just  being  serious  about  being  God's  prophet.  Peter  adds 
in  the  2^th  verse,  (read  this).  They  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Spirit.   How  did 
they  know  the  Holy  Spirit  was  operative  in  their  lives? 

(Illustration  of  father  not  listening  to  his  young  daughter  &  problems  created 
by  it;  n=1?8  -  Sunday  Sermon  Ilustrations,  Volume  I) 

Unlike  the  father  in  this  example,  the  men  of  God  listened  for  Him  to  speak  to 

them.  They  didn't  seek  to  meet  a  deadline  and  dash  something  off  just  to  fill 

pages.  Instead,  they  listened,  they  waited  upon  God  to  speak  to  them  and  it 

paid  off.   In  all  of  that  Old  Testament  you  will  find  written  across  its  pages 

the  message  of  God  of  what  He  would  eventually  do  for  mankind.  He  says  it  over 

and  over  again  through  His  prophets,  "I  love  you."  That's  the  bottom  line  of 

the  whole  Bible  and  Peter  is  saying  that  if  you  won't  believe  me  about  Jesus 

what  I  told  you  about  Him,  then  look  at  God's  Word  and  see  the  more  sure  Word. 

You  cannot  ignore  the  written  record.   It's  here!   In  this  book,  (Hold  up  Bible) 

jad  it!   Ksxi  Study  it!   Listen,  to  what  God  has  to  say  to  you  and  me  through 

it.  And  know  that  if  we  do,  we  will  be  as  Paul  said  to  the  people  in  ^phesus, 

W#  will  be  rooted  and  grounded  in  the  faith  and  will  be  the  Real  Thing  for  God. 
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ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  10:00  A.M. 
Prelude  "Children  of  the  Heavenly  Father"  Swedish  Melody 
"Father  of  Mercies,  in  Thy  Word"    Kindermann 
•Hymn  No.  9  "Teach  Us  What  We  Yet  Hay  Be" 
•Ascription 
•Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "Father,  give  us  the  spirit  Your  Son 
lias  promised  us:  to  make  us  honest  people  again;  to 
know  and  face  the  truth;  to  see  ourselves  and  cease  from 
laying  our  defections  at  your  door;  to  see  your  only 
goodness  in  our  desperate  need  for  you.   Forgive  us  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen," 
•Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon 
•Praise 

•Pastor:  Blessed  be  the  Lord  God! 
•People:   And  blessed  he  His  Glorious  Kane  forever 
•Gloria  Patri 
((no's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

Jays,  Conerns,  Prayer  Requests 
Special  from  the  Children 

JESUS 
Jesus,  Jesus,  Jesus,  Je3us,  Jesus 
He  died,  He  died,  He  died.  He  died,  He  died 
He  rose ,  He  rose ,  He  rose ,  He  rose ,  He  rose 
He  lives,  He  lives,  He  lives,  He  lives,  He  lives 
We  live  through  him,  We  live  through  hira. 
We  live,  through  Him,  We  live  through  Him 
Jeus,  Jesus,  Jesus,  Jesus,  Jesus* 

Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you 
People:   And  with  thy  Spirit 


"">-» 


Pastor:   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer 

Instrumental  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory    "Father,  I  Adore  You"       Coelho 
Doxology  No.  382 
Scripture         2  Peter  2:1-3 
Sermon:     "The  Real  Thing:  Here    Unmasked" 
•Closing  Hymn  Mo.  S95  "Lead  On,  0  King  Eternal" 
Benediction 

Postlude   "A  Vacation  Bible  School  Medley" 
+++++♦+++  "Congregation  Standing  ++++++ 
The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
Mr,  &   Mrs.  Ben  Staff  in  memory  of  Barb's  "Mother" 
Sara  Snow. 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  *Rob  Vinroe,  Robert 

Dellen,  Randy  Dellen  and  Brian  Kennedy. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  "Dutch"  Bowser  and 

Janet  Bowser, 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  152  with  16  Visitors 
'jd.  -  7:00  -  Special  Council  meeting 
Thurs.  -  7:30  -  Board  of  Christian  Education 
ext  Sunday  -  11:00  -  Church  in  the  Park  (Butler 
Memorial  Park).  The  time  has  been  set  at  11:00  so  that 
you  can  get  your  food  prepared  for  the  Church  Picnic 
that  follows  the  Worship  Service. 

David  Jaillet  would  like  to  thank  the  Congregation  for 
the  Prayers,  Get  Well  wishes,  Cards  and  Concerns. 
Dan  Bosko,  Carl  Vinroe  and  Bill  Pflugh  will  be  visiting 
the  Hospital  this  week  -  plus  a  shut-in  and  an  non- 
attending  person, 
Mon  -  7:00  P.M.  Lay,  Life  find  Work  Comm.  r-et:ting. 
This  is  the  second  Sunday,  and  another  chance  you  have 
to  sign  up  early  to  have  your  photos  taken  for  the 
directory.   Take  time  today  and  sign  up  your  family 
for  the  time  that  best  suits  you  and  your  family, 
PHOTO  REMINDER  NOTICE:   Cut  off  and  take  up 

OUR/MY  PHOTO  DATE  IS:  

OUR/MY  PHOTO  TIME  IS: 

Mr,  6  Mrs.  Richard  Kangel  will  greet  tht  Congregation 


3crip:  2  Peter  2:1-} 

1st  chap  P  set  4th  qualtys  lif  Xpisn  shud  hav 

er  "  chap  talk  bout  tnu  propbs  of  G  who  writ  &  hand 

dv   OT  &  now  spk  agin  fals  1SLs 
vs  1=P  reiat  along  tru  prophs  wer  also  fals  prophs 
The  Peopl=comon  designatin  4  Israel 

so  min{~l  w/tru  prophs  wer  fals  prophs  &  g  mak  comp= 
jvn  as  ther  ahalB  fala  prophs  among  0 
P  knu  fals  teach  wer  aris  in  erly  Ch,Paul  had  writ 
bout  them  &  P  fcnu  &.   herd  of  this 

rie  Bgan  2hear  &,   G  evil  influ  tak  plac  chs  had  bin 

deal  with 
oo  warn  peop  if  no  ther  now,2B  awar  they  . ilB  futui 
'rfhc  privately  shal  bring  in  daranable9destructiv)her- 
esies=term»pTivatly  bring  is  means  2bring  alongsid  oi 

he  say  tru  Xpianty  wat  shudB  taut  individ  churches 
But  sural  wil  secretly  ,very  inocently  slip  in  fals 
doctrin  here  &  ther 

if  Xpian  no  alert  wat  tak  plac, lik  cancer  thez  fals 

teach  Bgin  tak  root  &  lik  Paul  say  scrip-litl  leavn 

or  yeast, spoils  the  whol  batch 
Fals  teach  no  matr  how  trivil  may  seem  musB  guard 
agin  very  zealously 
Heresy-=Gr  HAIRE3I3=menn  choic  of  opinion  contrary  2 
that  receiv 

it  teach  which  altr  truth  &  insidous  thing  is, sound 

so  logicl  B^in  2hav  accptanc  as  truth 
P  say  thez  peop  wil  go  21ength  of  evn  deny  L  bot  thei 

p-t=redeem, ransom, pay  rpic  4  lik  slav  marketplae 
.lis  hav  2do  shed  blud  of  Js  Xp  2redeera, ransom, pr 
2buy  the  siner 

Heresy  P  spk  of  major  1  Xpianty  4  century3 
But  2day  mor  prev  than  evr  B4 
within  Apian  Ch  ther  thoz  preach  no  salvatin  blud  Js 

all  taks  is  21iv  gud  lif  &  G  provid  salvatin 
P  teach  this  vs  thoz  teach  this,H  not  sav 

persn  sav  cannot  hav  jalv  revok,£,  ther  thoz  in  eh 

who  nevr  aav  3cuz  no  accpt  Xp, receiv  as  3av 
Thus  doom  2  destructin  as  end  vs  1  say 

No  mean  G  zap  on  spot, but  they  destBDj,mak  imposib 

salvatin  thru  Xp 
continu  thru  lif, but  no  hav  lif  joyjluv,cudB  thers 
thru  relatinship  w/:{p=Exanipl  polticm=career  destrc 
3ad  thing, hertics  no  travl  rd  alon,tak  othrs  w/them 
vs  2a»pernicious  meanoimoralty,imoral  liv 
Ei     ip=Gnostics  &  teach  of  soul  &  body 

Inez  peop  in  Ch  ft.  peop  folo  St  P  say=Vs  2b 
The  Way=name  4-  Xpianty  erly  church  &  Way  of  truth  is 
naturly  the  Xpxsn  ^j 


since  peop  outsid  Co  cud  mak  comps  war  saw,nera.   er/ 
of  Xpianty, if  Apians  liv  fals  livs,thoz  outsid  wud 
spk  agin=The  Way,  or  Xpian  lif 

wplk  of  Xpian  musB  dif  from  worl,els  bring  ill  re- 

p   a  to  the  name  of  Js  Xp 
vs  5=in  sphere  greedy  desir  2hav  mor, thez  fals  teachi 

operat 

sy  comereiliz  relig, exploit  peopl=£xamp  Mart  Lutt 
F  warn  tho  thez  peop  %et   by  evil  deeds, G  prom  long 
ago  2destroy  them  &  1day  wilB  dBstroy=G  not  mok 

P  try  tel  peop  erly  Ch  heresy  destructive 
Can  ruin  individ, eons  Bcub  undermin,impeds  pros  of 
individ  or  con^  Beuz  promot  lys  S-.  not  truth 

0  hav  herd  sed=no  mattr  wat  U  Bliev,al  religs  same 
It  duz  mak  dif  wat  D  Bliev 

(Illus  fireman  resu  doll, not  baby; sincer, but  sincer 
this  anser  2  peop, they  sincere, but  sin/wr   wrong) 

Gen  3ynd  UCC  &  illus  delgates, pastors  &  Homo  study 

Human  sexelty=pastor  say, we  cannot  say  sin,thiu  judf 
if  this  wish/wash  stand  we  tak  then  hav  no  busnes  in 
ch 

Bibl,G's  Word  clear  defin  wat  rt  &  wat  wrong  ft  we 

mus  tak  our  stanc  upon  it 
Mus  eal  sin  wat  it  is  &  that  is  3IH 
if  that  juap.smeatl,then  betr  B  judgmentl 
UCC  cal  Homo, liv  2gethr  alternativ  lifstyl;if  2  peop 
sara  sex  want  mary/hus/wif*OK,alt  lifstyl  &  we  R  21iv 
&  let  lif 

This  exact  wat  iJ  spk  bout  &  agin 
He  no  beat  rnd  bush ,pusy foot  aroun.Bcuz  wwx   step 
on  toes 
He  spit  it  out  &  let  chips  fal  wher  may  S=  we  mus  ito 

P  it  heresy  caus  denial  Js  Xp=Kx  doubt  vir  birth  etc 

1  id  nam  minstrs  no  Bliev  thez  thing  &  lead  cong 
wher  can  preach  Se  teach  thez  xkxmc  unBliefs 

part  this  havdo  enlitment  tak  plac  thru  yrs 
as  men  lern  mor  St  mor, lean  on  scientif  knowleg 
Blief  then  Bcum=if  cannot  prov  w/actul  physcal  pruf, 
then  nver  happen 

ix=seminary  prof  &.   no  Bliev  Hesur  of  Js  Xp 
folo  think  21ogicl  conclusin=no  crucifix, no  birth 
caus  no  baby  cloths  rti  manger  etc. 
(dtory  33  boy  &.  like  part  Bib,evr1  loafs  &  fishes) 
JIllus  Pasteur  &  scientist  on  train, no  Bliev  etc) 
Don't  let  anyl  tel  U  it  no  raatr  wat  0  Bliev, Bcuz  it 
duzjwat  U  Bliev  is  not  only  wat  l)  tel  othrs, but  wat 
U  \a   peop  from  Ur  lif.   Heresy  need  ZB   Unmasked  jus 

as  p  eot  2do  in  erly  ch  &  as  we  mus  do  present  ch 
Wat  do  U  Bliev?  Wat  H  U  teaching? 


"The  Real  Ehinfe:  Hkskex  Heresy  Unmasked" 
Scripture:  2  Peter  2:1-3 

the  first  chapter,  Peter  had  set  forth  the  qualities  which  the  life  of  A 
Christian  should  have.  He  ended  that  chapter  by  talking  about  the  true  proph- 
ets of  God  who  had  written  and  handed  down  the  Old  Testament.  How  he  speaks 
against  false  ones. 

In  verse  one  he  says,  "But  there  were  false  prophets  also  among  the  people," 
Peter  relates  that  along  with  the  true  prophets  of  God  in  Old  Testament  days 
there  were  also  false  prophets.   The  xariix  name  "the  people"  fcasxi»xaBXWXfckxfetaB 
OTHjiisxBfxfsraHixxxHBxtxxiKxsEEiHgx-fcBx-fckK  is  a  common  designation  for  Israel. 
Mingled  with  the  true  prophets  were  false  prophets  in  Israel  and  so  Peter  makes 
the  comparison  and  says,  "Even  as  there  shall  be  false  teachers  among  you." 
Peter  knew  that  false  teachers  were  arising  in  the  Church.  Pqul  had  written 
about  them  and  Peter  knew  and  heard  of  this.   He  began  to  hear  and  see  the  evil 
influence  of  them  taking  place  in  the  churches  he  had  been  dealing  with.  So   he 
warns  the  people  that  if  they  are  not  already  present  in  their  midst,  to  be 
aware  that  they  will  be  arriving  on  the  scene. 

Peter  then  adds,  "Who  privately,  (or  secretly,)  shall  bring  in  damnable  (or 
destructive,)  heresies."  The  term  "Privately  shall  bring  in,"  means  to  bring 
'n  alongside  of.   He  is  saying  that  the  true  teaching  of  Christianity  is  what 
"should  be  taught  in  the  individual  churches.   But  someone  will  secretly,  very 
innocently  appearing  slip  in  a  false  doctrine  here  and  there.  If  the  Christian 
is  not  alert  to  what  is  taking  place,  like  a  cancer  these  false  teachings  begin 
to  take  root  and  like  Pqul  says  in  another  ocripture,  a  little  leaven,  or  yeast 
spoils  the  whole  b"tch.   False  teaching  no  matter  how  trivial  it  may  seem, 
must  be  guarded  against  very  zealously. 

The  word  "Heresy"  is  from  the  Greek  word  "HAIRESia"  which  means,  "the  choices 
offi  an  opinion  contrary  to  that  usually  received."   It  is  aKKspfciiqc  a  teaching 
which  alters  the  truth  and  the  insidious  thing  about  it  is  that  it  sounds  so 
logical  that  it  begins  to  have  acceptance  as  truth. 

Peter  says  these  people  will  even  go  to  the  length  of,  "Denying  the  Lord  that 
bought  them,  and  bring  upon  themselves  swift  destruction."  The  word  "Bought" 
means  to  redeem,  to  ransom,  to  pay  a  price  for  such  as  buying  a  slave  in  the 
marketplace.  This  has  to  do  with  the  shedding  of  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  to 
ransom,  or  redeem,  or  to  buy,  the  sinner.  This  heresy  aasxkaeHxHHSxxki&hxlaaH 
Peter  is  speaking  of  has  been  a  major  one  in  Christianity  for  centuries.  But 
today  it  is  more  prevalent  than  ever  before.   Within  the  fckixK  Christian  church 
"  there  are  those  who  are  preaching  that  there  is  no  salvation  in  the  blood  of 
Jesus  Ghirst.  All  that  it  t-kes  is  to  live  a  good  life  and  God  will  provide 
you  with  salvation.  Peter  is  pointing  out  in  this  part  of  the  verse  that  these 
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people  who  are  teaching  this  are  not  saved.  A  person  who  is  saved  cannot  have 
that  salvation  revoked  and  Peter  is  talking  about  those  within  the  church  who 

not  believe  in  XfeK  salvation  through  the  blood  of  Christ  and  as  a  result 
have  never  surrendered  their  lives  to  Him,  or  received  Him  as  their  Saviour. 
Thus  they  are  doomed  to  "Swift  destruction,"  as  Peter  states.  He  doesn't  mean 
that  God  is  going  to  zp  them  on  the  spot.   Instead  he  means  that  they  first 
"destpoy,"  or  make  impossible  their  salvation  through  Cfcrisfr.   They  continue  on 
through  life  but  they  don't  have  that  life  which  could  be  theirs  through  Christ, 
A  politician  in  office  who  does  something  illegal,  or  corrupt  and  is  thrown  out 
of  office  is  said  to  have  had  his  career  "destroyed,"   This  is  what  Peter  is 
saying  about  these  people. 

But  the  sad  thing  about  false  teachers  and  those  who  are  heretices,  is  that 
they  do  not  travel  this  road  alone.   They  carry  others  with  them.  Peters  adds, 
verse  2,  "And  many  shall  follow  their  pernicious  ways."   The  word  "Pernicious" 
has  to  do  in  this  sens  with  immorality  and  immoral  living.   The  Gnostics  were 
a  group  such  as  this.  They  taught  that  the  soul  was  the  only  important  thing 
in  life  and  it  didn't  matter  what  you  did  with  the  body.   So  you  could  live 
a  completely  immoral  life  of  sin  and  degradation  and  it  didn't  hurt  the  soul. 
This  was  the  teaching  which  was  creeping  into  the  church  which  Peter  was  seek- 
ing to  warn  against. 
And  because  people  in  the  church  were  following  these  false  teachers,  these 
heresies,  Peter  says,  "By  reason  of  whom  the  way  of  truth  is  shall  be  evil 
spoken  of."   "The  Way"  was  a  term  used  for  Christianity  in  the  early  church. 
So  the  way  of  truth  is  naturally  the  Christian  life.   And  since  people  outside 
of  the  church  could  o£ly  make  comparisons  by  what  they  saw  and  heard  of  Christ- 
ianity, if  the  Christians  lived  false  lives,  those  outside  of  the  fold  would 
speak  against  "The  way,"  or  the  Christian  life.  The  walk  of  a  Christian  must 
be  different  from  the  walk  of  the  world,  else  it  brings  ill  repute  to  the  name 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

Then  Peter  adds,  (read  verse  3).   It  is  in  the  sphere  of  a  greedy  desire  to 
have  more  that  these  graHritx  false  teachers  operate.   These  false  teachers  were 
commercializing  religion  and  exploiting  people.  A  good  example  of  this  was  trie 
sale  of  indulgences  in  the  church  which  Martin  Luther  exposed  and  fought  again- 
st to  start  the  information.   Poor  people  frarct  were  told  they  had  to  pay  for 
everything  which  was  offered  in  the  church.  Peter  warns  that  alothough  these 
people  were  getting  by  with  their  evil  deeds,  God  had  promised  long  ago  to 
-  destroy  them  and  one  day  they  will  be  destroyed.  God  is  not  mocked  and  Peter 

wants  these  people  to  know  that. 


-3- 
What  Peter  was  trying  to  tell  these  people  in  the  early  church  is  that  heresy 
is  destructive.   It  can  ruin  an  individual,  it  can  ruin  a  congregation,  ix 
i     ixHKstmtMXHK  It  undermines  and  impedes  the  progress  of  the  individual  or  the 
congregation  because  it  promotes  lies  instead  of  the  truth.  You  have  heard 
people  say,  'It  doesn't  really  matter  what  you  believe,  all  religions  are  just 
trying  to  get  to  God."   It  does  make  a  difference  what  you  believe. 

(Illustration  of  fireman  rescuing  doll  instead  of  baby,;  he  was  sincere,  but  he 
was  sincerely  wrong). 

This  is  the  answer  to  these  people.  They  are  probably  sincere,  but  they  are 
sincerely  wrong.  This  week  the  General  Synod  of  the  United  Church  of  Christ 
will  be  held  in  Pittsburgh.   I  was  talking  to  one  of  our  ministers  this  past 
week  and  he  told  me  of  a  conversation  which  was  held  between  castors  and  those 
who  are  the  delegates  to  that  Syndd  from  our  conference.   In  discussing  one  of 
the  issues  which  is  called  the  resolution  on  human  sexuality,  someone  mentioned 
that  homosexuality  was  a  sin.  One  of  the  pastors  remarked,  "We  can't  call  cer- 
tain things  a  sin.   When  we  do  this  we  are  judging  people."  gHxxkiswxEKHXMKxaH 
snxx&rngxK±sKXHXKEpx  If'  this  is  the  wishy-washy  stance  we  are  going  to  take  then 
we  have  no  business  being  in  the  church.  The  Bible,  God's  Word  clearly  defines 
what  is  right  and  what  is  wrong.   We  must  take  our  stance  unon  it.   We  must  call 

_n  what  it  is  and  that  is  SIN.  And  if  that  is  being  judgemental,  then  we  bet- 
ter start  being  judgemental.  The  United  Church  of  Christ  in  that  resolution  on 
human  sexuality  wants  to  call  homosexuality  an  alternative  lifestyle.   It  also 
wants  to  sanction  people  living  together  without  being  married  as  an  alternative 
lifestyle.  And  if  two  persons  of  the  same  sex  want  to  go  through  a  marriage 
ceremony  and  live  as  husband  and  wife,  that's  their  alternative  and  we  are  to 
"Live  and  let  live."  This  is  exactly  what  Peter  was  speaking  against.   He  stxafort 
didn't  beat  around  the  bush  and  pussyfoot  around  because  he  might  step  on  some- 
one's toes.   He  spit  it  out  and  let  the  chips  fall  where  they  may.   And  this  is 
exactly  what  we  must  do. 

Peter  also  pointed  out  that  heresy  would  cause  the  denial  of  Jesus  Christ. 
What  he  was  trying  to  explain  was  that  false  teachers  would  arise  who  would 
doubt  the  things  about  Jesus  Christ.  They  would  doubt  that  He  was  Virgin  born, 
Exnt  that  He  was  God  in  the  flesh,  that  He  actually  died  on  the  cross,  and  that 
He  actually  arose  from  the  dead  and  will  return  again  someday.   I  could  name 
you  ministers  today  who  do  not  believe  these  things  and  are  holding  pulpits  in 
congregations  where  they  can  preach  and  teach  their  unbeliefs. 

part  of  this  also  has  to  do  with  the  enlightenment  which  has  taken  place 
down  through  the  years.  As  men  have  become  more  and  more  enlightened  they 
have  leaned  upon  scientific  knowledge.  The  belief  has  then  become  if  you  can- 
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not  produce  actual  physical  proof  about  something,  then  it  never  happened. 
I  know  a  seminary  professor  who  teaches  this  and  as  a  result  doesnot  believe 

the  bodily  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ.   If  we  follow  that  thinking  to  its 
logical  conclusion  we  will  not  believe  in  the  crucifixion  because  we  ritHHH*  do 
not  have  the  cross.  Nor  do  we  believe  that  He  was  born  because  we  do  not  have 
His  baby  clothes,  or  manger,  and  so  on  about  everything  else  which  actually 
prove  His  existence,   (story  of  boy  SS  &  likes  part  of  loafs  &  fishes) 

(Illustration  of  man  on  train  reading  Bible,  and  fellow  who  would  not  believe 
Bible  because  it  did  not  give  physical  proof  and  he  was  a  scientist. 
t%t%   #9^  -  Sunday  sermon  Illus.  Vol  II). 

Don't  let  anyone  tell  you  it  doesn't  matter  what  you  believe  because  it  does. 
What  you  believe  is  what  you  are  going  to  not  only  tell  others,  but  what  you 
will  show  them  by  your  life.  Heresy  needs  to  be  Unmasked  just  as  Peter  sought 
to  do  this  in  the  early  church  and  as  we  must  do  in  fckis  the  present  church. 
What  do  you  believe?  What  are  you  teaching? 


Pitta 
Jones 


People : 


All: 


ST.  PAUL'S  LIMITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
C   >ch  in  the  Park  June  26,  1983 

The  Rev,  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mr.  Harry  Cunningham,  Pianist 
+  _•+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  -( 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude   "The  Little  Brown  Church  in  the  Vale" 

"Let  the  Beauty  of  Jesus  Be  Seen  in  Me" 
Ascription 
*Hymn  #11  (Favorite  HyiE  Booklet  "To  God  be  the  Glroy" 
♦Call  to  Worship: 

Pastor:  How  excellent  is  Thy  loving-kindness, 
0  God! 

Therefore  the  children  of  men  put  their 
trust  under  the  shadow  of  Thy  wings. 
For  with  Thee  is  the  fountain  of  life;   . 
in  Thy  light  shall  we  see  light. 
•Invocation 
Hymn  #8    "Love  Lifted  Me" 
Morning  Prayers 
Announcements 
Offering 

Offertory    "Near  to  the  Heart  of  God" 
Scripture:         2  Peter  2:4-9 
Sermon:      "The  Real  Thing:   Heretics  Judged" 
Prayer 
*Hymn  #20   "Standing  On  The  Promises" 
♦Benediction 

♦Postlude    "Brighten  the  Corner  Where  You  Are' 
+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  *Congregation  Standing  +  +  + 
Monday  -  7:00  -  Follow-up  Committee  meeting 
Tuesday  -  6-8  -  Aerobics 
Thurs.  -  6-7  Aerobics 

Wed.  July  6,  at  7:00  P.M.  Anyone  who  wishes  to 
at  the  9:00  A.M.  Service  at  the  V.A.  Hospital  on  Sunday 
July  10,  should  come  to  choir  rehearsal  on  July  6th. 
(You  do  not  need  to  be  a  choir  member  to  sing  at  the 
V.A.  with  us;  you  are  invited,  too!) 

Debbie  Melton  and  Nancy  Dellen  will  be  visiting  the 
Hospital  this  week  -  plus  a  shut-in  and  an  non-attending 
person.      Attendance  141   10  Visitors  last  Sunday.. 
MONDAY  -  7:30  -ELDERS  MEETING  (last  one  for  summert 


McAffee 


Gabriel 
+  +  + 


sing 


"The  Heal  Thing:  Heretics  Judged" 
ticrip:  2  letBr  2:4-9 

Ex:Jn  Donne  mijorsiiisferx  latr  minstry  preach  suml  sed 
"Li7-  angl  out  of  clouds"-poet  ft.  may  kno  "Ho  man  islan 
2  h    .'f,&  4  'ihom  bell  tolls  ;xk±  erly  minstry  taut 
heresy  &  haunt  by  it,ther  thoz  doom  destructin  3cuz 
p-->spac  sobering  thot  St  shud  no  tak  litely 
P  i.  ^  very  thing  erly  Ch;he  no  teach  heresy, but  othrs 
aroun  him  were 
his  concern  truth  Gosp  preach  &  thoz  witfuin  Ch  wud 
hear  truth  ft.  B  abl  disting  truth/falahood 
Las  wk  Ik  Heresy  Unmask  as  cum  from  OT  fals  prophs  & 
from  sum  ldrs  erly  church 
He  warn  fals  teachs  war  bring  destructin  on  selves 
&  G  wud  no  let  go  unpunish 

This  sectin  jcrip  giv  5  vivid  OT  illus  how  G  judg 
longest  sentenc  NT  vss  4—9 
P  3gin=4  if  &  cudB  interp  In  Vu  wat  sed  B4 
He  stat  case  bout  hertios  fi  punish, now  3  examps  thi 
vs  4-this  fnd  Gen  *x  6:1-4 
^ons  of  G  wer  angls;G  creat  '■  they  fallna  angla 
(£xpl-;jatan  fall,tak  othrs  with;told  Is  14,iizek  28} 
No  kno  how  many, etc;  but  fallen  they  were) 
now  turn  from  G  ft,  sinnrs  lik  all  mank  &  read  of  sin 
tuk  wivs  4  selvs  ft.  offspring  suprhumn  Beings 
If  G  permit  2succeed  His  plan  4  lies  cum  thru  peep 
plac  on  ertb.  was  B  thwart  ft  uatan  hav  way  ft,  corupt 
human  race 
G  cud  no  tolerat  ft  He  destory  them;no  kno  exact 
ft  posib  destroy  thru  flood 
But  P  say  cast  dwn  2  Hell/Hades  held  chains  til  Gr 
White  Thron  Judgment  B4  God 
v.:   =Jnd  examp=Gen  6:5-7 

G  say  all  raank  evil  ft.  wil  destroy  it 
vs  8«only  1  man  G's  site  rite, so  G  tel  Hoah  wat  wil 
do  &  read  vss  11-13 
P  spk  Hoah  B  8th  persn  sav  in  flud=,ielf ,wif ,3sons 
fi  sons  wives 
We  C  G  is  use  discrimnatin  selec  thoa  ritous  34-  flii 
All  othr  caut  up  liv  sinfl  livs  destroy 
Had  chanc  turn  from  sin,thia  wat  P  mean=Pr  of  ritneu 
4  120  yra  Moah  bild,pr  ft.  tel  Judgment  2cum 
but  laf, sneer  ft  informetfe  herd  that  B4,Hevr  happn 
Hav  U  evr  herd  the  same  arrogano?=It  '1  nevr  happen? 
But  it  did  ft.  all  dy  excep  Noah  ft.  famly 
G  uses  discrimnatin, thoe  truly  Blong  2  ffia  He  spar, 
ft  >unishment  evildoers  certin 
-,iOB  trust  Him  kep  saf,thoz  reject  R  destroyed 


vss  b-o-Ttiis  ira   examp  ft  1nce  agin  Genesis 
2  anc;ls  cum  2   Lot  inform  they  ther  ^destroy  city  nex 
day 
Gen  19»15-17«Bttt  Lot  reques  ohanc  go  nearer  city/grani 
vs   d^-25-Lot  refer  2  by  p  as  ritoua  man 
He  was  that, but  had  baksliden  conditin  in  oodom 

Lot  cud  no  stand  ungodly, filthy  peop  liv  round 
near  &   this  why  P  say  he  Vexed. 
Vex  oetr  interp=tortured, tormented 
It  no  easy  4  Lot  evn  tho  wandr  from  G  wil  ft  caoos  lii 
here 

But  C  agin  G  discrimtoryjHe  sav  who  He  wil, thoz  Mxhi 
'Jlong  2  Him  ft  destroy  tho-z  refus  dS,   His 
Thez  3  examps  hertics  B  destroy  by  G  sho  us  elements 
makup  hefcetic 

lements=Pride,Disobed,Iiamoralty 

any  or  all  keep  peop  from  relatship  can  hav  w/God 
vs  9=p  end  this  portin  ocrip  briter  note 
G  atil  on  throne  ft  wil  tak  care  of  His  own  whil  doom 
othrs  ^etem!  damnatin  which  tak  plac  Judgment  day 

Heed  2  pt  out  perhaps  in  any /all  catastrophes  saved 
dy  along  w/unsav 

But  G  tak  Blievr  2B  w/Him,whil  unblivrs  entr  relm  of 

the  lost 

Scrip  no  end  on  negativ  note, in  fact, end  postivly 
.■■.v=vs  9a  J 

In  this  lif  nus  liv  side/side  w/many  no  profes  &  wil 
not  profes  Js  Xp  as  Lord 
But  ehudB  encouaag  evn  w/tests, trials  which  bettr 
interp-temptatin j in  midst  thez  triala, tests. G  wil 
delivr  us  in2  kingdom  if  truly  Blong  2Him 
lais  wat  shudB  encourag  by  as  lern  Jn  3:16--1B 
3a:  itin  await  thoz  who  Bliev  in  Him, 
condemnatin  await  thoz  who  do  not 
Wo  hav  victory  thru  Js  Xp. 


\ 


—  "The  Keal  Thing:  Heretics  Judged" 

Scripture:  2  reter  2:4-9 

hn  Donne  was  a  17th  century  preacher  who  wrote  some  poetry  as  well.   In  the 
Tatter  years  of  his  ministry  he  preached  the  Gospel  with  such  power  that  one 
of  his  contemporaries  said  Hxxfctatx  his  preaching  was,  "Like  an  angel  out  of 
the  clouds."   You  may  have  read  his  most  famous  poem  or  even  learned  portions  of 
it.   a  few  lines  speak  of  "Wo  man  being  an  island  to  himself."  Another  poem 
has  the  phrase,  "?or  whom  the  bell  tolls."   John  Donne  in  his  early  ministry 
taught  some  heretical  things  and  the  memory  of  this  haunted  him  until  his  death. 
He  shuddered  to  think  that  he  was  perhaps  responsible  for  leading  quite  a  few 
people  to  their  eternal  doom.   The  prospect  of  this  is  a  very  sobering  thought, 
and  not  to  be  taken  lightly.   Peter  was  facing  this  very  thing  in  the  early 
Christian  church,  fie  was  not  teaching  heresy,  but  others  around  him  were. 
His  concern  was  that  the  truth  of  the  Gospel  be  preached  and  that  those  who 
were  within  the  church  would  hear  that  truth  and  be  able  to  distinguish  between 
the  truth  and  falsehood. 

Last  week  we  looked  at  the  unmasking  of  heresy  as  it  came  from  false  Old  Testa- 
ment prophets  and  was  coming  from  fcks  some  of  the  leaders  of  the  early  church. 
He  had  warned  that  these  false  teachers  were  bringing  destruction  upon  them- 
selves and  God  would  not  let  them  go  unpunished.  Now,  in  this  section  of  Scrip- 
Tmre  he  saves  three  very  vivid  illustrations  from  Old  Testament  history  of 
heresy,  and  how  God  judged  the  people  involved.  Longest  sentence  in  NT, -4-9. 
Peter  begins  this  portion  of  Scripture  with  the  words,  Vor  if."  This  could  be 
interpreted  as,  "In  view  of  what  has  been  said  before."  He  stated  his  case 
about  heretics  being  punished  and  now  he  gives  three  examples  of  this,  So  we 
read,  (read  verse  ^).  This  first  example  of  God  dealing  with  hereitcs  is 
found  in  Genesis  6:1-4.   The  "Sons  of  God,"  were  angels.  God  had  created  them 
to  be  with  Him,  but  somehow  these  angels  had  sinned,  tunred  against  God  and 
were  fallen  angels.   They  were  probably  a  part  of  the  conspiracy  which  involved 
^atan  and  is  spoken  of  in  Isaiah  14  and  jizekiel  28.   From  these  passages  we 
know  that  a  group  of  angels  were  cast  out  of  heaven,   Since  they  were  turned 
away  from  God  they  were  sinners  like  all  mankind  and  we  read  of  their  sin  with 
mankind.  They  took  wives  for  themselves  and  the  offspring  born  were  super 
human  beings.  If  God  permitted  this  plan  to  succeed  completely,  then  His  plan 
of  the  Kessiah  coming  through  the  people  He  had  placed  on  the  earth  was  being 
thwarted  and  Satan  was  having  his  way  by  corrupting  the  human  race.  God  could 
iot  tolerate  this  and  He  destroyed  them.   We  are  not  told  exactly  how  and  it  is 
~~a  possibility  that  they  were  destroyed  along  with  everything  else  in  the  flood. 
But  leter  says  they  were  cast  down  to  hell  to  be  held  in  chains  of  darkness 
to  the  day  of  judgement.  He  is  relating  that  they  are  in  Hades,  the  place  of 


of  the  dead  and  will  be  kept  there  until  the  Great  Whits  Throne  Judgement  before 

God. 

Ser  now  gives  the  second  example  as  we  learn  from  the  5th  verse,  (read  this). 
Once  again  we  must  turn  back  to  the  6th  chapter  of  Genesis  and  we  read  there  in 
^£g^¥x^aix*l^^xxMxarax*K*xOT«ks&x^^ 

fcft*x»£:rex8&^SKXx&iraXx£ffx£sxfcKffl3rx:8XHK^&±H?^ 

XSySXilHXS(a[SXiSHXgtJlXTOaCX|SKK5SBX 

verses  5  through  7,  (read  these).   God  says  that  all  mankind  was  evil  and  He 
was  going  to  destroy  it.   Verse  8,  relates ,  (read  this).  Of  all  the  people  only 
one  man  was  right  in  God'sxsight.  6o   God  tells  Noah  what  He  will  do  as  we  read 
in  verses  11  through  1^,  (read  these). 

Peter  speaks  of  Noah  as  being  the  8th  person  to  be  saved  in  the  flood.   T&ose 
who  were  spared  were,  Noah,  his  wife,  his  three  sona  and  their  three  wives. 
Here  we  see  that  God  uses  discrimination  by  selecting  only  those  who  were 
righteous  before  Him.  All  of  the  others  were  caught  up  in  living  lives  of  sin 
and  degradation.  But  they  had  a  chance  to  turn  from  that  sin  and  this  is  what 
Peter  is  saying  about  Noah  being  "a  preacher  of  righteousness."  For  lifO  years 
Noah  was  building  that  boat  and  during  that  time  he  was  preaching  to  these 

-ople  and  telling  them  that  .judgement  was  going  to  come  upon  them.  But  they 
laughed  and  sneered  and  informed  him,  "We've  been  hearing  that  for  a  long  time. 
God  cannot  destroy  His  creation.   It'll  never  happen."  Have  you  ever  heard  the 
same  arrogance?   "It'll  never  happen."  But  it  did  and  all  of  them  were  wiped 
off  the  face  of  the  earth  exfiept  Noah  and  his  family.  God  uses  discrimination. 
Those  who  truly  belong  to  Him  He  spares  and  the  punishment  of  evildoers  is 
certain.   Those  who  trust  tfxn  in  Him  are  kept  safe,  those  who  reject  Him  are 
destroyed. 

Now  Peter  gives  the  third  example  as  we  learn  from  verses  6  through  8,  (read 
these).  Once  again  we  read  of  this  example  in  the  book  of  Genesis.  Two  angels 
came  to  Lot  and  stayed  overnight  with  him.   They  informed  bimthey  were  thei?e 
to  destroy  the  city  the  next  day.   Jo  we  read  in  the  19th  chapter  verses  15-17* 
(read  these).   But  Lot  requested  that  he  be  given  a  chance  to  go  to  a  nearer 
cmty  and  his  request  was  granted.  *nd   so  we  read,  in  verses  25-25,  (read  these. 
Lot  is  referred  to  by  Peter  as  a  "righteous  man."  He  was  that,  although  at  the 
time  he  was  living  in  a  backslidden  condition  in  oodom.   But  Lot  couldn't  stand 
the  ungodly,  filfthy  people  he  was  living  abound  and  near  and  this  is  what 

eter  is  referring  to  by  saying  that  Lot  was  "Vexed."  The  word  vexed  is  better 
""translated  as  "Tormented,  tortured."   It  wasn't  easy  for  Lot  even  though  he  had 
wandered  from  the  will  of  God  in  seeking  to  live  here.   But  once  again  we  see 
that  God  is  disciminatory.   Ha  saves  who  He  will,  those  who  belong  to  Him  and 


[ 
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destroys  those  who  refuse  to  be  His.  These  three  examples  of  heretice  being 
destroyed  by  God  show  us  the  elements  which  make  up  a  heretic.  T^ose  elements 

ride,  Disobedience,  and  Immorality.  Any  or  all  of  these  elements  keep 
people  from  the  relationship  they  can  have  with  God.   But  Peter  ends  this 
portion  of  Scripture  on  a  brighter  note  by  saying  in  the  9th  verse,  (read  this). 
God  is  still  on  the  throne  and  He  will  take  care  of  His  own  while  He  dooms  the 
others  to  eternal  damnation  which  will  take  place  on  that  judgement  day. 
We  need  to  point  out  perhaps  that  in  any  and  all  catastrophes  the  saved  die 
along  with  the  unsaved.   But  God  takes  the  believer  to  be  with  Him,  while  the 
unbelievers  enter  the  realm  of  the  lost. 

Ls   ocripture  doesn't  end  on  a  negative  note.   In  fact,  it  ends  positively. 
Peter  says,  "The  Lord  knoweth  how  to  deliver  the  godly  out  of  temptation." 
In  this  life  we  have  to  live  side  by  side  with  many  who  do  not  profess ,  and  will 
not  profess  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord.  But  we  should  be  encouraged  that  even  with 
the  "tests"  or  li.xa.ilK  "trials"  which  is  a  better  interpretation  of  the  word 
"temptation.";  In  the  midst  of  these  trials  or  tests,  God  will  deliver  us  into 
His  kingdom  if  we  truly  belong  to  Him.  2x±KXHiqE  This  is  what  we  should  be  en- 
couraged by  as  we  learn  from  the  3rd  chapter  of  John.   We  are  told,  (read  verses 
16  through  18).  Salvation  awaits  those  who  believei  in  Him,  condemnation  awaits 

ose  who  do  not.   We  have  victory  through  Jesus  Christ. 


I 

ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Independence  Day  Weekend         July  3,  1933 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 

Mr.  Harry  Cunningham.  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Mr.  Roland  Thompson,  Saxophonist 
Ms.  Molly  Cochran,  Flutist 
+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  «-  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  10:00  A.M. 
Prelude    "Now  Praise  We  Great  and  Famous  Men" 

"Not  Alone  for  Mighty  Empire*'    Prichard 
•Hymn  No.  687    "God  of  our  fathers" 
■•Ascription 
■•Exhortation 

"Confession  (In  Unison)  "0  God,  the  Creator  and  Preserver 
of  all  mankind,  we  implore  thy  mercy  in  behalf  of  all 
classes  and  conditions  of  men,  that  it  may  please  thee 
to  visit  them  with  thy  most  compassionate  help,  according 
to  their  manifold  necessities  and  wants..  Especially 
do  we  beseech  thee  to  have  pity  upon  all  widows  and 
orphans;  upon  alL  prisoners  and  captives;  upon  all  sick  and 
dying  persons ;  upon  all  such  as  are  persecuted  far 
righteousness  sake*   Enable  them  to  look  unto  thee  0 
most  merciful  Father,  and  to  call  upon  thy  Name,  that 
they  may  find  thee  a  present  Saviour  in  their  affliction 
and  distress.  And  let  it  please  thee  to  deliver  them, 
and  raise  them  up  in  due  time,  giving  them,  patience 
under  all  their  sufferings,  the  rich  comfort  of  they 
grace  here  below,  and  eternal  rest  with  thee  in  heaven; 
through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.   Amen." 
*Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon 
•Praise 

•Pastor:   Blessed  be  the  Lord  God! 
•People:  And  blessed  be  His  Glorious  Name  forever 
♦Gloria  Patri 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

Joys,  Concerns,  Prayer  Requests 
Hymn  No.  695     "My  Country,  'Tie  of  Thee" 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you 


% 


People;   And  with  thy  Spirit 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer 
Offering 

Offertory      "0  Beautiful  for  Spacious  Skies"Ward 
Doxology  No*  382 

Scripture         2  Peter  2:10-18 

Sermon:      "The  Real  Thing:   The  Fruits  of  Heresy" 
•Closing  Hymn  No.  692  "Mine  eyes  have  seen  the  glory" 
Benediction 

Postlude   "Postlude  in  B-flat  Major"     Bottazzo 
++++++++  *Ccngregation  Standing  +++++++ 
The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
Mrs.  Genevieve  Nohach  in  memory  of  "Loved  Ones" 
Serving  aa  Ushers  today  are:   *Charles  Penar,  Dan 

Bosko,  Dave  McHillin 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today 
Tues,and  Thurs  -  Aerobics  in  Rehoboth  Hall 
ed  -  7:00  Anyone  who  wishes  to  r*ing  at  the  V.  A. 
Hospital  nr?x+  Sunday  (July  10  -  9A.K»)  should  attend 
this  choir  rehearsal. 
Ray  Covert  will  be  visi  ting  ':;ie  Hospital  this  week. 
Holly  Cochran  will  bo  our  soprano  soloist  next  Sunday 
I  am  sure  you  will  not  want  to  miss^f1*  beautiful 
singing  for  the  Lord,  and   the  Congregation. 
Beans?  Beans!  who  has  the  beans.  The  Women's  Fellow- 
ship are  starting  to  prepare  our  vegetables  for  our 
October  Soup  and  Salad  Day.   Anyone  having  any  beans 
please  call  Lois  Stokes  282-1033  or  Ann  Williams  - 
2S7-143Q. 
We  wish  you  a  happy  and  safe  4th  of  July. 
Mr.  *  Mrs.  Martin  Henry  will  greet  the  Congregation 
There  are  awards  of  grace  for  walking  in  Jesus*  foot- 
steps 
and  for  scaling  the  steep,  rugged  mountain  with  Him. 
You  have  a  glorious  view.   You  cannot  help  but  admire 
the  grandeur  of  the  way  on  which  Christ  is  leading  you. 
To  follow  Jesus  is  to  take  the  high  road. 

I  look  for  miracles  every  day 
And  I  meet  them  all  along  the  way 
You,  too,  may  find  them  most  anywhere 
When  seed  in   planted  in  humble  prayer. 
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UiMFASe    Stefan  y 


'  "i'he  Heal  Thing:  The  /ruits  ur  tieresy 
crip;  2  Peter  2:10-18 

Illug  i,oody  ft  drutik;none  of  your  busnes) 
Any'  .vho  feel  things  ther  lif  R  ther  busnes  hav  rt  2 
ma.  'has  self-wil  ft  free  2  choos  tween  truth/eror 
But  we  dar  no  stanbak  ft  let  hap  without  efort  2 
¥aly  seek  2  stop  from  wrong  path  Do  we? 
h>  rtna  G  s,y  bout  this??  He  spok  3zek  5:17-19 
It  up  2u3  2  pt  2  eror  mans  ways  ft  rest  up  2  him 

If  neghbors  hous  on  fir  wud  U  help?  Or  none  busnes? 
Jut  haT  thoa  tel  us  we  infring  sum  1's  rites 
exanip  peop  Anchorage  Alaska  ft  rats) 
End  rssult  UCC  8>  ptoposl  2  lifstyl=marage/single 
Deafest  Bcuz  thattBeing  too  judgemental 
In  othr  words  U  dont  infring  suml's  rites  kehs  by 
*el  him  certin  things  8  a  sin. 
UCC  wil  study  human  sexalty  nothr  2yrs  £  50,000) 
:ndiv^  assoc  determin  whethr  ordain  homo  or  not 
This  very  thing  1J  lash  out  arin 
In  this  3orip  fad  most  scathing  languag  fnd  in  Jcrip 
He  no  pusyft  bout  bushjno  wish/wash, wily/nilly  praac 
He  tol  lik  xz  it  was, and  is, and  is  rt  now, and  wilB 
He  unmask  Heresy, tol  Heretics  B  judg,&  now  sho  fruits 
Ther  many  aspects  this  L>crip,mor  than  5)but  wil  sho3 
OFPEB^IV  BSHAVIOR-VS  10-11 
He  no  talk  thoz  serch  4  truth  ft  no  find,insted  spk 
thoz  wno  ]alu   truth  &  turn  baks  on  it  Bcuz  mor  enlite 
'this  day  dif  than  yrs  ago,"  etc 

ie  se<i=the£  peop  no  afraid  spk  evil  dignitys, despise 
govt=othr  words  knu  all  ansers,no  need  anyl  tel  watdo 
They  certinly  no  need  peop  authorty,ft  no  such  thing 
as  God 

\   Ik  contrast  vs  11=Angla  hav  mor  powr  than  mortis 
6.  «or<j3  cary  mor  wght  B4  thron  of  G, yet, no  spk  agin 
Bif=fals  teachrs  ft  angels  is  that  angels  reapec  anth 
Jsac  Karl  Marx, short  biography  &  results  this)J^!lj£S*»j, 
Thez  -peop  parad  morl  deprayty  4  all  2C  ft  too  ofiKJ 
&  they  proud.not  ashamea"^ — '  i^fj  IZ-jy^—  p/j 4- uif 
P  sa>=Count  it  pleasur  2riot  in  daytime    ffEtiii/ttn. 
be  allud  2  fact  it  undr  covr  darknes , evil , sin, im- 
moral behavior  t&k  plac,but  now  do  openly  daylite 
They  lik=Brute  beasts<-lk  who  lead  parad  4sin  8=  immora 
2day=rrheos,denoia  lars, clergy  all  kind, senators, cong, 
ft  ldrB  aU  kinds 
They  consent  agree»abortin  on  demand, homosexalty, 
alte^nativ  lifstyles  ft  one  and  on 
'  "Y   cum  long  way  from  truth  sine  fnd  as  natin,but 
-,aa  sadly  stat  hsv  cum  lonp-  way  from  truth  in  Ch 
as  wel 
not  only  is  sin  ft  imoralty  permit, it  condon  by  ldr 


BEGUILING  BiIHAVIOUR=Vss  14b-1fe  d./ 

here  spk  Beguil  Bhavior  ft  describ  fals  teachrs  as 
"beguil  unstabl  souls,"  they  lead  inocent ,conscientioi 
peon  astray 
Bal   t)  is  examp=was  proph  ask  by  Balak,king  of  Hoab  2 
labites  &  curs  IsitesjG  tol  no  go  twic,5rd  2go; 
He  "to  ft  angl  L  try  kil  Bcuz  shud  not  gonjass  spk 

tev   this  tuk  plac  3cuz  G  knu  Balaams  hart  ft  4pric 
wud  curs  Israel; read  of  this  Deut  Zt> 1 3-* 
Balam  redy  "c  natin  destroy  4  financil  gain;mony 
Bcum  mor  import  than  do  wat  G  want  ft  this  wat  P  say 
15bjG  brot  judgmnt  24M  Isites  ft  Balam  kil  also; 
He  taiu  G's  wil, hut  want  mony  mor  than  want  God 
Thor  thoz  within  Ch  2day  ft  aims , motive  R  4  recog, 
influenc, power  ft  evn  money 
(£x  letrs  from  Tx  request  mony  4prayrs  etc) 
It  antiucrip,fals  teach, is  of  jatan  ft  not  GtBcuz  G  no 
operat  lik  this 
P  3ay  thea  peop=vss  17-18 
warn  they  oposit  of  Js  Xp=Js  sed  wud  giv  watr  spring 
up  etern  lif=thez  peop  wels  without  watr=clouds  etc 
(examp  drought , clouds  ft  blow  way)can  V   pictur  disap? 
Thex  peop  reserv,hell  darknes  4evr, separate  from  G 
vs  18-lur  peop  by  grt  sound  words, smooth  talk 
(Illus  retir  minster  ft  no  ask  4  3astr/Xmas  no  kno  wat 
say)  on  basis  this, this  man  shud  noB  ask  2  preach  any 
church 

Not  preach  Xmas/Eastr  Bcua  lak  sumthin  preach  on? 
That  Heresy  in  case  U  don't  kno  it=Illus  why  preach 
Kmas/jiastr=mesag  birth/resur  Js ,  the  Gospel  etc. 
Ther  is  end  2  story  of  Moody  ft  drunk=(illus  this) 
He  R  2mind  the  busnes  of  the  Lord 
i  if  means  we  2stan  4th  &  expos  fals  teachrs  wher- 
Jver  BayB,that  our  busnes  &  mus  no  shrink  from  it 
We  hav  the  mesas  of  salvatin  ft  we  .-i  comand  by  G  2  tel 
man  of  his  sinful  natur  &  lead  him  2  Xp 
ft  if  we  shrink  from  it  ft  say  it  suml  els  duty,ttien 
G  may  hold  us  acctahl  4  not  pt  out  sin  as  shud 
The  Fruits  of  Heresy  R  all  aroun  us, wat  R  we  doing 
2  keep  that  fruit  from  B  pluck  by  counties  numbrs 
of  inocent  ft  unsuspecting  people? 


"The  Heal  Thing:  The  Fruits  Of  Heresy" 
3cripture:  2  Peter  2:10-18 

(^—lustration  D.  L.  Moody  speaking  to  a  drunk  leaning  on  lamppost.  Man  said  not 
to  bother  him,  his  soul  was  none  of  his  business.  But  Moody  said,  "Your  soul  is 
my  business."  But  the  man  would  have  none  of  it). 

Now  anyone  who  feels  that  their  soul  is  their  personal  business  has  a  right  to 
that  belief.   After  all,  man  has  self-will  and  has  the  freedom  to  choose  between 
the  path  of  truth,  or  the  path  of  error.  But  do  we  dare  stand  back  and  let  this 
happen  without  really  seeking  to  stop  them?  What  does  God  have  to  say  about  this 
to  each  one  of  us?   God  spoke  to  His  prophet  Hzekiel  and  His  instructions  are 
found  in  the  3rd  chapter  of  Ezekiel'a  prophecy,  verses  1?  through  19.  Listen  to 
what  God  says,  (read  these  verses).  It  is  up  to  us  to  point  out  the  errors  of 
a  manSs  ways  and  the  rest  is  up  to  him.  But  we  have  those  who  will  tell  us  we 
are  infringing  upon  someone's  rights  to  do  so.  You  may  recall  a  few  weeks  ago  I 
mentioned  that  a  group  within  the  United  Church  of  Christ  had  prepared  a  re- 
solution along  the  lines  that  the  Bible  only  recognizes  two  lifestyles  as  given 
by  God.  They  are  a  normal  marriage  between  a  man  and  a  woman,  and  remaining 
single.  This  was  to  be  in  opposition  to  the  resolution  that  alternative  life- 
styles should  be  accepted  by  the  Church.  That  resolution  of  only  two  valid  life- 
styles was  soundly  put  down  and  defeated  at  the  General  Synod  held  recently  in 
M.ttstourgh  and  the  reason  given,  "It  was  being  judgemental."   In  other  words,  you 
do  not  infringe  upon  someone's  rights  by  telling  him  that  certain  things  are  a 
sin.  And  by  the  way,  another  two  year  study  on  human  sexuality  has  been  approved 
at  the  cost  of  another  330,000.  And  the  individual  Associations  have  been  decreet 
as  these  who  will  determine  whether  to  ordain  a  homosexual  or  not. 
This  very  thing,  is  what  Peter  was  lashing  out  against.   In  this  Scripture  is 
found  some  of  the  most  scathing  language  to  be  found  anywhere  in  Scripture. 
Beter  did  not  beat  around  the  feush  andpussyfoot  with  the  issues.  His  was  not  a 
wishy /washy,  willy/nilly  preaching.  He  told  it  like  it  was,  and  is,  and  is 
right  now  and  will  be  in  the  future.  He  hats  unmasked,  or  exposed  Heresy  for 
what  it  is;  he  has  told  of  Heretics  being  judged;  and  now  he  turns  his  attention 
to  "The  j?rutis  of  Heresy."  And  they  are  not  very  nice  to  look  at  either. 
There  are  many,  many  different  aspects  to  this  section  of  scripture  and  certainly 
more  than  just  three.  But  for  brevity  let  us  just  look  at  three  main  points. 
xkHXKirsxxixxxSffBHXMKaxfeBiiKxtHHE  Eacb  point  has  to  do  with  a  form  of  behaviour. 
The  first  of  these  is  an  "Offensive  3ehaviour."  Peter  says  in  verses  10  and  11, 
'read  these).  Peter  is  not  talking  of  people  who  are  searching  for  the  truth 
&nd  cannot  find  it.   He  is  speaking  instead  of  men  who  had  known  the  truth  and 
turned  their  backs  on  it  because  "They  were  more  enlightened,"  or,  "This  day  and 
age  are  different  than  years  ago  and  the  old  things  do  not  apply."  He  said  these 
people  are  not  afraid  to  speak  evil  of  dignities,  they  despise  government,  in 


other  words,  they  knew  all  of  the  answers  and  didn't  need  anyone  telling  them  wha 
to  do.  They  certainly  didn't  need  people  with  authority  over  them  and  they  cert- 
a.  JLy  don't  need  such  a  thing  as  God.  But  look  at  the  contrast  Peter  makes  be- 
tween these  people  and  angels,  in  verse  11,  (read  this).   Angels,  who  mm  have 
much  more  power  than  mere  mortals,  whose  words  would  carry  more  weight  before  the 
throne  of  God,  do  not  speak  out  against  authority.   In  other  words,  the  differenc 
between  the  flase  teachers  and  angels,  is  that  angels  respect  authority. 
(Example  of  Karl  Harx,  short  biography  and  results  of  his  thinking) 
This  is  a  good  example  of  the  offensive  behaviour  which  Peter  is  speaking  against 
Peter  now  speaks  of  "Disgusting  Behaviour,"   as  we  read  in  verses  12  through  14^, 
(read  these). 

These  people  are  parading  their  moral  depravity  where  everyone  can  see  it  and 
know  of  it  and  are  proud  of  it  and  not  ashamed.  Peter  says  they  "Count  it  plea- 
sure to  riot  in  the  daytime."   He  is  alluding  to  the  fact  that  this  grossness 
and  immorality  was  reserved  for  the  darkness  where  under  cover  of  the  dark,  it 
was  not  as  noticeable.   But  now  they  parade  it  opnely  in  broad  daylight  and  are 
not  ashamed  of  it.  They  are  like  "brute  beasts."  Look  at  who  is  leading  the 
parade  for  sin  and  immorality  in  our  nation  today.   Tfrere  are  nationally  known 
theologians,  denominational  leaders,  clergy  from  all  denominations,  senators, 

ngressmen  and  leaders  of  all  kinds.  They  are  consenting  and  agreeing  with 
abortion  on  demand,  homosexuality,  alternative  lifestyles,  and  on  and  on. 
We  have  come  a  long  way  sroKXMkxiwixxrHMXwkraxsKXMKXKxrKMsfrKiixKini  from  the  truth 
since  we  were  founded  as  a  nation.  And  we  must  sadly  state  that  we  have  come  a 
long  way  from  the  truth  within  the  church  as  well.  Not  only  is  sin  and  imraoralil 
permitted,  it  is  eondoned  by  the  leaders. 

Peter's  third  point  is  found  in  verses  14b  through  16,  (read  these).   Here  he  is 
speaking  of  "Beguiling  Behavior."   He  is  describing  false  teachers  as  "Beguiling 
souls."   These  are  people  who  lead  innocent,  conscientious  people  astray.   He 
uses  xafe  Balaam  from  the  ^ld  Testament  as  an  example.   Balaam  was  a  prophet  who 
was  asked  by  Balak  the  king  of  Moab  to  bless  the  r.oabites  and  to  curae  the  Is- 
raelites. God  told  him  not  to  go  twice  and  the  third  time  He  told  him  he  could 
go  but  he  was  not  to  cuse  the  Israelites.   Go  Balaam  went  and  on  the  way  the 
angel  of  the  Lord  would  have  killed  Balaam  except  for  his  donkey  speaking  to  him 
It  is  believed  that  this  took  place  because  God  knew  Balaam's  heart  and  for  a 
price  he  would  curse  Israel.  We  read  of  his  mercenary  ways  in  the  Deuteronomy 
23:3-4,  (read  this).  Balaam  was  ready  to  see  a  nation  destroyed  for  financial 

.in.  Honey  had  become  more  important  to  him  than  doing  what  God  wanted^  and 
this  is  what  Peter  is  saying  by  stating,  "vJho  loved  the  wages  of  unrighteousness 
Because  of  Balaam,  God  brought  judgement  on  24,000  of  the  Israelites,  and  Balaam 
also  was  killed.   Balaam  knew  God's  will,  but  he  wanted  money  more  than  he 
wanted  God. 
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There  are  those  within  the  organized  church  today  and  their  aims  and  motives 

re  just  for  recognition,  or  influence,  or  power  and  even  money.   I  receive  a 
letter  every  couple  weeks  from  some  man  and  his  wife  in  Texas  who  supposedly 
have  a  worldwide  ministry  of  influence  and  power.   The  letter  requests  my 
sending  3100  with  my  prayer  requests.  For  this  sum  of  money  God  is  not  only 
going  to  answer  my  prayers,  but  He  is  going  to  increase  that  amount  and  give 
me  much  much  more  money.  Perhaps  you  receive  such  junk  as  well.  Throw  it  out 
because  it  is  anti-scriptural,  it  is  false  teaching,  and  it  is  of  Jatan  and  not 
of  God.  God  doesn't  operate  like  that. 

Peter  says  of  these  people,  (read  verses  17  and  18).   His  warning  is  that  they 
are  the  opposite  of  Jesus  Christ.   Jesus  said  He  would  give  to  anyone  who  asked 
"Living  Water  springing  up  to  eternal  life."  Peter  says  these  people  aren't 
giving  any  water  because  they  are  "'/Tils  without  water."  He  says  they  are 
"Clouds  carried  with  a  tempest."  The  allsuion  here  is  to  a  place  that  has 
gone  througjr  a  long  period  of  drought.  Then  clouds  are  seen  in  the  sky  and 
everyone  is  anxiously  awaiting  the  rain  that  is  going  to  come  from  those  clouds. 
But  just  as  those  clouds  are  overhead,  a  sudden  wind  comes  ip  and  they  are  driver 
off  and  there  is  no  rain.  Can  you  picture  the  disappointment  you  would  have? 
To  these  people  is  reserved,  "darkness  forever,"  or  hell  and  separation  from 

-  God. 

Peter  says  these  false  teachers  lure  new  converts  into  lives  of  sin  by  their 
great  sounding  words  and  smooth  talk  and  this  is  what  he  is  saying  in  verse  18. 
There  is  a  certain  minister  who  is  retired  and  who  preaches  in  any  church  that 
will  have  him  during  the  year.   But  churches  that  he  writes  to  offering  his 
services,  he  informs,  "Don't  call  me  to  preach  on  Christmas  or  Easter,  because 
I  never  know  what  to  preach."  On  the  basis  of  his  own  confession,  there  is  a 
amn  who  should  never  be  asked  to  preach  in  any  church.  At  least,  the  churches 
who  profess  to  be  basic  and  fundamental.  Not  preach  on  Christmas  and  Easter 
because  of  a  lack  of  something  to  preach  on?  That's  heresy  in  case  you  don't 
know  what  the  word  means.  Christmas  and  Easteroare  the  two  times  of  the  church 
year,  above  every  other  Sunday  when  the  message  should  come  forth  loud  and  Kiss: 
clear.  Jesus  Christ  is  that  message  and  Hii  birth,  and  His  resurrection  tell 
the  story  loud  and  clear. 

By  the  way,  there  is  an  ending  to  that  story  of  Dwight  L.  Moody  and  the  drunk, 
oeveral  weeks  later  in  the  wee  small  hours  of  the  morning  someone  was  pounding 
on  Mr.  i-ioody's  door.   He  went  to  the  door  and  the  man  there  asked  if  he  was  Mr. 
Moody  just  to  make  sure.   He  asked  if  he  remembered  him  and  Mr.  Moody  said, 
"No  I  don't."  The  man  said,  "You  stopped  to  talk  to  me  about  my  soul. land  I 
told  you  that  was  my  business.   But  you  said  it  was  your  business  and  you  told 
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me  about  Jesus  and  how  I  needed  to  have  Him  in  my  life.  Mr.  Koody,  I  "haven't 
been  able  to  eat  and  sleep  right  since,   I  want  you  to  tell  me  about  Jesus  now." 
^.nd  Mr.  Noody  did  and  in  the  early  morning  that  man  accepted  Jesus  Christ  as 
his  Lord  and  o^viour  and  became  a  new  man  from  that  day  on. 

We  are  to  mind  the  business  of  the  Lord.  And  if  it  means  that  we  must  stand 
forth  and  expose  false  teachers  whereever  they  may  be,  that  is  our  business 
and  we  musn't  shrink  from  it.   We  have  the  message  of  salvation  and  we  are  com- 
manded by  God  to  tell  man  of  his  sinful  nature  and  lead  him  to  Christ.  And  if 
we  shrink  from  this  and  say  that  is  ncmqra:  someone  else's  duty,  then  God  may 
hold  us  accountable  for  not  pointing  out  sin  as  we  should.   The  Fruits  Of  Heresy 
may  be  seen  all  around  us,  what  are  we  doing  to  keep  that  fruit  from  being 
plucked  by  countless  numbers  of  innocent  and  unsuspecting  people? 
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Prelude    "Enslaved  by  3in  and  Bound  in  Chains"  Bach 
•Hymn  No.  136  "Praise  ye  the  Father  for  His  loving  kindness" 
•Ascription 
•Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison}  "Ufe  offer  unto  thee  our  Father, 
praise  for  the  gift  of  thy  Spirit,   We  ask  for  they 
Spirit  at  the  times  when  we  are  filled  with  doubt; 
when  we  are  filled  with  hatred;  when  we  are  devoid  of 
patience;  when  we  show  forth  selfishness.   In  all 
circumstances  which  are  contrary  to  thy  will,  send  thy 
Spirit  to  help,  to  heal,  and  may  we  know  thy  forgiveness , 
through  Christ.  Amen*" 
*Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon 
* Praise 

•Pastor:   Blessed  be  the  Lord  God! 
•People;   And  blessed  be  His  Glorious  Name  forever 
•Gloria  Patri 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

Joys,  Concerns,  Prayer  Requests 
Hymn  No*  62   "Sun  of  My  Soul" 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you 
People:   And  with  thy  Spirit 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer 

Instrumental  Prayer  Response  "Whisper  a  Prayer*1  Tovey 
Offering 

Offertory   "My  Tribute" 
(Miss  Cochran 
Doxology   No.  382 

to  ''Wayfaring  Stranger"  American 
{t       5  Cochran,  sopr-:i: 


Soprano;  Mr. 


Crouch 
Thompson 


Jcri^ture     2   Peter  2:   I9-2£ 

Sermon:    "The  Real  Thing:   Heresy  Enslaves" 
•Closing  Hymn  No.  6$&   "0  Zion,  Haste,  Thy  Mission 
High  Fulfilling" 
Benediction 

Instrumental  Benediction   "God  will  Take  Care  of  You" 
Postlude:   "Postlude  in  B-flat  Major"      Bentiroglio 
+  +  +  +  +  ++  +  ^Congregation  Standing  +++++++ 
The  Lovely  Flowers  on  theAltar  have  been  placed  by 
Mrs.  Phyllis  Tait  and  Beth  in  loving  memory  of 
"Husband"  and  "Father"  -  Robert  R-  Tait* 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:   *D"tch  Bowser, 

Barbara  Vargo,  Jean  Plfugh  and  Diane  Hollefreund. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today 
Monday  -  7:00  -  Budget  and  Finance  Meeting 
Tuesday  and  Thurs.  -  Aerobics  in  Rehoboth  Hall 
Paul  Campbell  and  Art  Snyder  will  be  visiting  the 
Hospital  this  week  -  plus  a  shut-in  and  an  non- 
attending  person. 
Next  week  we  will  have  Wilbur  Dumbaugh  to  sing  for 
us.   We  have  never  had  Wilbur  before  -  but  I  know 
that  you  will  not  want  to  miss  hearing  him. 
Mrs.  Diane  Hollefreund  will  greet  the  Congregation 
and  Visitors  at  the  door  this  morning. 
■+  +  +  ++■+■  4 

God's  Handy  Work 

I  strolled  within  my  garden 

Before  the  sun  arose 

Beneath  the  pink  sky  at  it's  dawning 

I  saw  dew  drops  on  the  rose. 

I  saw  the  morning  glory 

Greet  another  day. 

Then  beheld  the  honey  suckle 

As  its  fragrance  graced  my  way. 

I  witnessed  morning  breaking 

As  bird  songs  filled  the  air. 

As  the  sun  was  just  appearing 

I  knew  God's  handy  work  was  there. 

— Mary  Coffman  Long 


Thompson) 


"The  rfeai   rning:    neresy  insnuta 
■6C     p:   2  Peter  2:19-2^ 

P  had  deep  luv, concern  4-raembrs  oh  of  Js  Xp 

;/   shudnt  he?  opent  ^yrs  listn, watch  wat  did  & 
obo-srv  luv  4-  all  peop 
Thus  P*s  concern  A-  thoz  seek  2B  real  Xpians 
Main  purp  pt  hersy  2nd  chap,3cua  knu  hersy  e!B  devast 
especily  2  nu  Xpians ;  iXiMPLi:  peran  hear  Gosp,respor 
2it  3cum  involv  loci  cong  ft.  suddnly  find  self  among 
peop  no  liv  dif  from  rest  of  world 
WAT  HiS  DO?  aithr  acpt  So  Bgia  liv  same  way, or  leav 

2 join  cong  activly  praotio  Xpianty 
Can  U  imagin  wat  denom  ldrs, clergy  say  2  P  concern 
his  teach  this  2nd  ritap  letter? 

Arguments .'.'e  plural. all  striv  go  same  place  etc,  etc. 
P  wud  say=duty  Xpian  within  Ch  2  comfort  the  afflict 
&  2  afflict  the  comfortable 
I  Bliev  wud  stil  tak  hardlin  &  no  comprorais  anyl 
Vs   19=He  say  fals  teach/preachrs  promis  peep  their 
ideas  .methods ,wil  giv  Individ  persnl  fredom, 
but  this  contradicin  Bcua  they  unhappy 
SXAMPLsdrug  pusher, why  dua  it  &.   is  he  truly  happy? 

Wat  hap  wen  accpt  Js  Xp?=Kno  truth  &  truth  set  free 
P's  words  hav  add  efent  wen  say=19b  &  this  mean  wat- 
evr  U  lik,luv  most  is  that  wat  enslav  li 
anything  obaesin="smok,  drink,  sex,  nous,  car  etc. 
P   y   say,simpl  twist, lead  nothr  twist, etc , etc  &  B4 
Ion.;  indivd  hook  on  fals  teach/preach/docrtin 
GXAMP; Trinity, (nan  say),Js  say-Armstrong, Peale 

soon  peop  cong  say=Hy  pastor  says,  etc,  etc. 
vs   20=P  now  wxplain  wat  hap  the  a  peop 
Had  herd  Gosp,hart  knowledg  Js  Xp  reveal, escap  entang] 
of  world 
P0LLUTI0N=Gr-=MIA3KATA=ment  diseas  contagin  cum  from 
putrid, stadnant  watr  &  resul  siknes, diseas  Bcuss  of  i1 
Ik  at  worl  as  1  lrg  putrid  swamp  &  this  P  ssy=^Oa 
Thez  peop, thez  fals  teach, purveyors  hersy  ,-i  agin 
entangl  in  swamp  &  ovrcum  bp  it, hut  mor  than  that, 
present  state  worse  than  B4 
perhap  P  remem  wat  Js  sed=HT  12i4i-4-5-BEAB  IHIS 
how  acct  4this?  Duz  mean  persn  los  salvatin? 

NO.  Jhud  /iliev  1nce  sav  eternl  safe,G  no  go  bak  wat 
(Illus  farmer  wheat  grnd  flour, make  it  same  agin)say 
oo  how  expl  thea  peop  outsid  fold  lik  P  say? 
Only  anser  ther  thoz  mak  profeain,but  no  hav  posesin 
of  salvatin 

,tol  this  &  read  MT  7:21-2? 

sum  peop  hear  Gosp  mesag  but  nevr  giv  furth  consid 


It  stedy,gro, develop  porce3  prov  saivaim  i-oaj.     c/ 
persn  demonstrat  by  produc  sp  fruit  in  lif ,is  one  Kfc 
who  truly  born  again 
3ut  '"   not  only  want  warn  agin  hersy, hertic , also  want 
mak  .erf  clear  ther  is  &  wil  B  day  of  reckoning  fany 
&.   all  false  teachrs/ldrs 

v-  21=notic  say=21a=sound  familiar?  It  shud,Bcus  Js  s 
.  I=3ettr  milston  hung  rnd  nek  &  dronn  depth  sea 
p  say  thea  hertics.fals  teach/ldrs  1nce  knu  truth 
but  turn  from  it  &  go  bak  old  ways 
in  fact  i  say  compar  2  dog  or  pig=Vs  ^2 
HayB  inelegant  languag,but  this  way  of  dog/pig 
U  can  clean  up, but  givn  chano  wil  go  bak  2wat  cum 
naturally 

i-  say  wat  hap  persn  no  truly  born  agin  6s  this  is 
direct  insult  2  God 
Bcuz  G  provid  solutin  2  filth, polutin  this  lif  &  2 
accpt  that  solutin, but  only  partil,then  go  bak  2old 
filthy  way  of  lif  is  insult  2  Hvnly  Father 
A  persn  cannot  3  confront  w/Word  of  G  without  mak 
sum  sort  decidin 
This  BO0K=BIBL3  contain  nothin  but  Truth, nothing 
but  truth  &,   wen  kno  wat  within  pages  we  mus  mak  Dec 
Moral/spiritul  uiidle  of  rd  is  an  imposibilty 
We  H  eithr  liv  4-  God, or  we  R   liv  4  world  it  cannot 
B  both 
t)XAKP-Judas  Iscariot 
folow  Js  teach, but  not  in  hart; respond  Js  cal  2  di3 
but  no  folo  all  way; givn  charg  mony; listn  Js  spk, 
observ  miracls,but  desir  welthijriches  this  lif  2 
much;3gan  steal  mony  wen  determ  Js  no  setup  kingdom; 
Turn  ogi-11  Js,seek  2hetray   sold  as  slaee  30pcs  sil. 
u  saw  wat  dun, try  undo, cannot  &  hung  self 
a.hru  all  histry  Judas  kno  as  man  betray,?;  suml  do 
this  we  call=JUL)A^ 
Kno  any  parent  name  son  Judas? 
Yet, how  many  ch  sel  savior  agin  &  agin  by  half  hart 
commit? 
We  mus  examin  liva  &  determ  v.'her  we  stand 
We  need  not  say  1  word  which  is  hereticl,only  need 
2  profes  2B  Xpian  &  stil  continu  21iv  livs  as  any 
othr  worlly  persn  wil  do 
This  spks  mor  than  anythin  els  cud 
.'her  do  we  stand  2day? 

H  we  truly  freed  from  bondare  of  sin  Bcuz  we  i{  trul; 
,nns  of  God? 
Or  S  we  insted,stil  enslaved  in  heresy? 


"The  Real  Thing:  Heresy  Enslaves" 
(Scripture:  2  Peter  2:19-22 

...  ter  had  a  deep  love  and  concern  for  the  members  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ. 
And  why  shouldn't  he?   He  had  spent  three  years  listening  to  Him,  watching  what 
He  did,  and  observing  His  love  for  all  people.  Thus  Peter's  concern  is  for 
those  who  are  seeking  to  be  real  Christians.   The  aain  purpose  of  his  pointing 
out  heresy  as  he  has  in  this  second  chapter,  is  because  he  knew  heresy  to  be 
so  devastating,  especially  to  new  Christians.   A  person  hears  the  Gospel,  re- 
sponds to  it,  becomes  involved  in  a  local  congregation  and  suddenly  finds  him- 
self among  people  who  are  not  living  any  different  from  the  rest  of  the  world. 
One  of  two  things  happens.   The  person  either  accepts  the  situation  and  perhaps 
even  begins  to  live  in  this  manner;  or  that  person  begins  to  seek  answers  about 

spiritual  matters  and  may  even  leave  that  congregation  to  join  another  which  is 

actively  „,  . 

nraxirity  practicing  their  Christianity. 

Can  you  imagine  what  many  stansKk  denominational  leaders  and  pastors  would  have 

to  say  to  Peter  concerning  his  teaching  in  this  Second  Letter?  Their  argument 

would  be  that  we  must  accept  everyone's  beliefs  regardless  of  what  they  are, 

because  after  all,  we  are  all  striving  to  get  to  the  same  place.  Wa  are  a 

plural  society  and  in  the  church  we  are  plural,  so  everyone  needs  to  be  made 

__  jmfortable.   I  believe  that  Peter  would  say  in  response  xhx  that  the  duty  of 
the  Christian  within  the  church  is  to  comfort  the  afflicted,  and  to  afflict  the 
comfortable.  I  believe  that  he  would  still  take  the  hard  line  and  refuse  to 
compromise  it  for  anyone.   And  this  is  as  it  should  be. 

3o  it  is  no  surprise  that  he  beings  with  the  19th  verse  and  says,  (read  this). 
He  is  saying  that  these  false  teachers,  these  preachers  of  heresy  promise  the 
people  that  their  ideas,  or  their  methods  will  give  the  individual  a  personal 
freedom,  but  this  is  a  contradiction  because  they  themselves  are  unhappy. 
It  is  like  the  drug  pusher.  Why  does  he  push  drugs?  jo  he  can  get  drugs  to 
support  his  habit  and  he  gets  these  drugs  by  convincing  others  that  this  is  the 
way  of  happiness.  But  let  that  pusher  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Saviour , 
and  become  a  truly  torn  again  individual,  and  he  will  be  truly  happy  and  tell 
you  he  is.   He  is  the  evidence  of  what  Jesus  said,  kIheh  "You  shall  know  the 
truth  and  the  truth  shall  set  you  free."   Peter's  words  have  added  weight  when 
he  added  at  the  end  of  this  verse,  "For  of  whom  a  man  is  overcome,  of  the  same 
he  is  brought  in  bondage."   Better  interpreted  this  means,  "That  which  is  the 
thing  you  love  the  most  can  enslave  you."   This  can  be,  smoking,  drinking, 

..eating,  or  anything  that  can  become  an  obsession,   'ihat  Peter  is  trying  to  ex- 
plain is  that  a  simple  twist  of  the  truth  can  lead  to  a  further  twist,  and  a 
further  twist,  and  before  too  long  the  individual  is  hooked  on  false  teaching 
and  false  doctrine.  A  simple  example  mig]grt  be  the  Trinity  for  instance. 


A  pastor  may  start  preaching  and  teaching  in  a  congregation  that  there  is  no 

^ch  thing  as  the  Trinity.  His  people  hear  this  and  in  conversation  with  other 
people  what  are  they  going  to  say?  They  will  say,  our  pastor  says  there  is  no 
such  thing  as  the  Trinity,   If  logic  is  used,  and  Jcripture  is  used  wrongly,  a 
case  can  be  made  for  the  argument,  but  that  doesn't  make  it  right.   But  in  the 
meantime,  amny  people  have  become  enslaved  to  the  heresy  unknowingly,  and  they 
unwittingly  help  to  spread  it.   By  the  way,  Armstongism  and  the  worldwide  churct 
they  have  preaches  against  the  Trinity  and  their  proof  is  that  the  word  Trinity 
does  not  appear  in  Scripture.   They  discount  the  words  of  Jesus  in  the  Great 
Commission  which  tells  ib  to  $h  disciple  and  baptize  in  the  name  of  the  Father, 
the  oon  and  the  Holy  Spirit.  Another  very  well  known  man,  fundamnntal  in  many 
ways,  does  not  believe  mn  the  Trinity  either. 

But  Peter  now  begins  to  explain  what  has  happened  to  these  people  as  he  relates 
in  the  20th  verse,  (read  this).  What  he  is  saying  is  that  these  false  teachers 
had  heard  the  Gospel  preached,  had  the  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ  revealed  to 
them  and  had  escaped  from  the  entanglements  of  the  world.   The  word  for  pol- 
lutions which  is  used  here  is  fcom  the  Greek  word,  "MIASMATA."   It  nnsnrax  meant 
at  that  time  the  disease  and  contagion  which  flowed  from  putrid,  stagnant  water 
and  the  resulting  sickness,  disease  and  corruption  caused  by  it.   It  looked  at 
-che  world  as  one  large  putrid  swamp  and  this  is  what  Peter  wasx  saying  with  the 
words,  "The  pollutions  of  the  world."   Those  people,  those  false  teachers,  thos« 
purveyors  of  heresy  are  again  entangled  in  that  swamp  and  are  overcome  by  it. 
But  more  than  that,  their  present  state  is  worse  than  before.  Perhaps  Peter 
was  hearkening  back  to  the  time  when  he  heard  Jesus  saying  something  very  simi- 
lar to  this.   In  Matthew  chapter  "12,  verses  4-5-45  we  read,  (read  this).  How 
how  do  we  account  for  this?   Does  this  mean  that  a  person  may  lose  his  sal- 
vation? Wo  it  doesn't.   </e  should  believe  that  -once  a  person  is  saved,  he  is 
eternally  saved.   God  doesn't  go  back  on  what  He  says. 
(Illustration  of  farmer  and  wheat  made  into  flour) 

So  how  do  we  explain  these  people  that  Peter  said  once  had  the  knowledge  of 
Jesus  Christ,  but  are  now  outside  of  the  fold?  The  only  answer  is  that  there 
are  those  who  make  a  profession  of  faith,  but  do  not  have  the  possession  of 
salvation.   Jesus  told  of  this  ^i^r^oM3-^1^1^^^  filler3'    (read  this). 
3ome  people  hear  the  Gospel  message  but  never  give  it  any  consideration. 
It  is  a  steady,  growing  and  developing  process  which  proves  that  salvation  is 
real.   2he  person  who  demonstrates  and  produces  spiritual  imas*  fruit  in  his 
life,  is  the  one  who  is  truly  born  again. 

But  Peter  not  only  issues  warnings  against  heresy  and  heretics  in  this  chapter, 
but  he  also  wants  to  make  it  perfectly  clear  that  there  is  and  will  be  a  day  of 
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reckoning  for  any  and  all  false  teachers  and  false  leaders.  We  read  of  this  in 
'  >e  21st  verse,  (Read  this).   Llotioe  how  he  says,  Vor  it  had  been  better  for 
them  not  to  have  known  the  way  of  righteousness."   Doesn't  that  sound  familiar? 
It  should,  because  it  is  almost  a  direct  quotation  which  Jesus  used  SHXBeicgxsi 
ssEKsiianxx  Mxxkx   speaking  of  someone  causing  someone  else  to  sin'SSrit&pdiiixJnBf' 
He  said,  "It  were  better  for  him  that  a  millstone  was  hung  around  his  neck  and 
he  were  drowned  in  the  £bk  depths  of  the  sea."  Peter  was  saying  that  these 
heretics,  these  false  teachers  and  false  leaders  once  knew  the  truth  bu  turned 
from  it  and  went  back  to  their  old  ways.   In  fact,  Peter  says  it  is  to  be  com- 
pared to  a  dog  or  a  pig.  And  we  read  this  definition  in  the  22nd  verse,  (read 
this).  This  may  be  inelegant  language,  but  this  is  exactly  what  a  dog  or  pig 
does.   You  can  clean  them  up,  but  given  the  chance  they  will  go  teas  right  back 
to  what  comes  naturally.  Peter  is  saying,  this  is  what  happens  to  a  person  who 
is  not  truly  born  again  and  this  is  a  direct  insult  to  God.   Because  God  has 
provided  the  solution  to  the  filfth  and  pollution  of  this  life  and  to  accept 
that  solution,  but  only  partially,  and  then  to  go  back  to  the  old  filthy  way  of 
life  is  insulting  our  Heavenly  Father.  A  person  cannot  be  confronted  by  the 
Word  of  God  without  making  some  kind  of  decision.  This  book,  (the  Bible), 
-.ontains  truth,  nothing  bu  truth  and  when  we  know  what  is  within  its  pages  we 
-must  make  a  decision.  Moral  or  spiritual  middle  of  the  road  is  an  impossi- 
bility. We  are  either  living  for  God,  or  we  are  living  for  the  world,  It  can- 
not be  both. 

The  classic  example  -Scripture  points  out  as  the  person  Peter  is  speaking  agains 
is  one  of  the  twelve  Disciples.   That  man  was  Judas  Iscariot.  He  followed  the 
teadhings  of  Jesus  but  did  not  accept  them  in  his  heart.   He  responded  to  Jesus 
call  to  follow  Him,  but  he  didn't  follow  all  the  way.   He  was  given  charge  of 
keeping  track  of  their  money;  he  listened  to  the  Lord's  teaching,  observed  His 
miracles,  but  apparently  his  desire  was  for  the  wealth  and  riches  of  this  life. 
Thus  when  it  became  apparent  that  Jesus  was  not  going  to  set  up  His  kingdom, 
but  was  going  to  be  executed  instead,  Judas  began  to  steal  from  the  treasury 
and  turned  against  Jesus.  He  betrayed  Him  for  the  sum  of  a  mere  slave,  50 
pieces  of  silver.   Then  when  he  realized  too  late  what  he  had  done,  he  sought 
to  undo  it,  but  found  he  couldn't,  So  he  went  out  and  hung  himself.  Through 
all  of  history  Judas  has  stood  for  someone  who  betrays  another.  Do  you  know 
of  anyone  who  has  named  their  son  "Judas?"  Yet  how  many  within  the  church  are 
selling  the  Javiour  again  and  again  by  the  half-hearted  commitment  to  Him? 
We  must  each  examine  our  lives  and  determine  where  we  stand.  We  need  not  say 
one  word  which  is  heretical,  we  only  need  to  profess  to  be  a  Christian  and 
still  continue  to  live  our  lives  as  any  other  worldly  person  will  do.   This 
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speaks  more  than  anything  else  could.   Where  do  we  stand  today?  Are  we  truly 
"reed  from  the  bondage  of  sin  because  we  are  truly  sons  of  God?  Or  are  we  in- 
stead, still  enslaved  in  heresy? 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Eighth  Sunday  After  Pentecost       July  17,  1983 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 

Mr.  Harry  Cunningham,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Mr.  Roland  Thompson,  Saxophonist 
Miss  Molly  Cochran,  Flutist 
+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  ++■  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  10:00  A.M. 
Prelude   "The  Day  Is  Surely  Drawing  Near"  Prastoriua 
•Hymn  No.  98         "Great  is  Thy  Faithfulness" 
•Ascription 
•Exhortation 

"Confession  {In  Unison)  "0  God,  who  hast  brought  us 
into  this  fellowship  with  one  another  through  thy  Son 
Jesus  Christ;  let  us  be  one  in  thought  and  mind  and 
spirit.  Help  us  to  strive  not  to  be  individuals  but 
to  be  a  group  of  fellow  believers.  Forgive  us  in  our 
weakness  of  turning  from  thee.  Give  us  strength  as  we 
need  it  in   our  times  of  turmoil  and  frustration.  Help 
us  to  live  in  the  world,  but  not  to  be  completely 
wrapped  up  in  all  of  it.  Make  our  wills  obedient  to 
thine,  for  we  ask  it  all  in  Jesus'  name.  Amen." 
•Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon 
•Praise 

•Pastor:  Blessed  be  the  Lord  God! 
•People:   And  blessed  be  His  Glorious  Name  forever 
•Gloria  Patri 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

Joys,  Concerns,  Prayer  Requests 
Hymn  Mo.  37    "Leaning  on  the  Everlasting  Arms" 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you 
People:   And  with  thy  Spirit 
Pastor:  Let  us  Pray 
Prayer 

Instrumental  Prayer  Response  "Whisper  a  Prayer"  Tovey 
Offering 

Offertory   "Prayer"     Guion 

(Mr.  Wilbur  G.  Dumbaugh,  baritone  soloist) 


Doxology  No.  332 

New  Member  Received  (Jerald  Kradel  -  Letter  of  Transfer) 

Solo      "The  Lord  Is  %  Light  (Psalm  22)       Allitsen 
(Mr.  Dumbaugh,  baritone) 

Scripture         2  Peter  3:1-7 

Sermon:      "The  Real  Thing:  End  Time  Scoffers" 
•Closing  Hymn  No.  659  "We've  a  Story  to  Tell  to  the 

nations" 

Benediction 

Instrumental  Benediction    "God  Will  Take  Care  of  You" 

Postlude:    "Word  Supreme,  Before  Creation"  Krieger 
+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  'Congregation  Standing  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
The  David  McMillin  Family  In  memory  of  Dave's 
"Father"  Hike  McMillin 

Serving  as  Ushers  today  are  •Hob  Vinroe,  Robert 
Dellen,  Randy  Dellen  and  Brian  Kennedy. 

Mr.  *  Mrs.  LeRoy  Andrews,  Jr.  will  greet  the  congrega- 
tion at  the  door  this  morning. 

The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  168  with  17  Visitors. 
-*-,  Hospitalized  -  Howdy  Bolam  -  West  Perm;  Coyle  Fowler 
'     Tresa  Nicholas  -  BCMH. 

Roland  Thompson  and  Harry  Fry  will  be  visiting  the 
Hospital  this  week  -  plus  a  shut-in  and  an  non- 
attending  person. 

Congratulations  to  Ralph  and  Sophie  Meier  on  their 
40th  Wedding  Anniversary  (July  32nd) 

July  31  is  open  for  Memorial  Flowers  for  the  Altar. 
If  you  would  like  to  have  this  Sunday  contact  Bea 
today. 

We  are  very  happy  to  have  Mr.  Wilbur  Dumbaugh  as  our 
guest  soloist  this  morning.  An  accomplished  and  inspirin 
soloist  throughout  Western  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Dumbaugh 
is  participating  in  our  worship  service  here  at  St. 
Paul's  for  the  first  time. 

Miss  Sharon  Glasgow  will  be  with  us  next  Sunday  to 
bring  special  music. 

If  you  have  any  suggestions  or  something  that  you  dont 
like  about  the  P.  A.  System  -  write  it  down  and  turn 
it  into  the  office.  Different  little  things  have  to 
be  worked  out*  In  the  Fall  the  man  will  be  back  and 
have  a  meeting  with  different  ones  on  thiB. 


I 
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Jcrip:    2  Peter  3:1-7 

(Joke  opt/pcss  in  busnesr:  2gethr) 
Sir 'las  2worl  coadi£ins  2day;suround  opt/pess  vupts 
oai-.;  .escap  it  ,everwher;Tv  giv  gloom,  doom,  ;>.  then  nth 
othrs  ''go  overbord  paint  rosy  piotur 
r  -dots' wat  £r  2M  bring=total  health/total  destruet 
w&f  shortags  &  wat  wilB  in  futur  etc, etc. 
Clllus  Oahu,Ha  islands  garbag  footbal  field, 12ft  thiwl 
every  day) 
0an  U  imagin  prob  nex  yr,5yr  if  no  solW 
Hear  thez  things  &  how  can  we  cope  w/lifef 
Thoz  no  Xpian  find  dif  2  liv  thez  days, but  if  we 
Bibl  Bliev  peop  can  Ik  opt  2  futur 
I3  striv  2ad  letr,3rd  chap  asur  peop  erly  oh  wat  wud 
hap  futur  &  2B  awar  of  it 
vs  1=relat  that  in  both  letrs  striv  mak  reme  cert  tbi] 
peop  in  ch  2B  awar  2thing=l3t=hav  word  prophs,men  OT 
their  proph  uterancs  4  G  no  bin  rescind, nor  wilB 
2nd=they' R  2remem  wat  hav  herd/red  from  eywitnes  of 
minstry  Js  Xp;thez  word  impart  ythem  as  things  which 
Js  impres  upon  them  a  import 
rs  farmed  w/4go  facts  ,P  now  adds  this  fact 

notiche  no  say  wat  yr,or  month, simply  stat=las  days 
E  was  w/Js  wen  sed  only  6'  knu  wen  laa  day  wuiiB 
ther4  simply  stat  as  time  mov  on  2ward  ult  climax  as 
it  raus  thea"  peop  wud  cum  4th  &  chaleng  things  of  Js 
but  notd  sunthin  bout  thea  peop,!'  say  vs  3B 
othr  word  U  can  sep  from  tru  Blievrs,Bcuz  wilB 
wrapup  in  doing  own  thing 
This  philos  we  hear  mor  &.  mor=if  mak  u  feel  g\id, 
do  it;watevr  mak  U  happy;t)  only  go  round  1nce 
It  hez  peop  who  no  want  21iv  by  any  morl  stand, code, 
that  soof  &   simply  Bcuz  cautup  own  lusts jdesires  do 
wat  w«nt 

vs  4=  this  wat  ask; 8;  why  ask  this? 
helps  thro  lite  off  them  a  put  on  persn  who  trust, 
&  Bliev  in  Lord 
Thez  peop  tak  ofensiv  S  put  Blievrs  on  defensio,& 
ther  plan  works 
(Illus  Root  Ingersoll  &  challeng  Sod  2striK  ded) 
But  &  no  operat  that  way;U  can  dare  G  all  U  want 
He  far  abuv  &  Byona  stoop  2tak  dare  of  puny  littl 
man  whom  He  made  6L  created 
Jumtim  dwn  rd  G  wil  pay  oak  Blievr/unBlievrjthe 
atheist  a  the  Xpian 

jt  Hij  time  '-,  not  ours        . 
Ther-*-,  thoz  who  quest=vs  4  9Read>bm  1900  yrc  since 
Js  on  erth  &  no  2nd  cuminn; 


Sine    "tflia    queia^    "J-     ^^vj.^*  ,*     o— '     " — « 

bak  2  scoffr 
vs  5=He  talk  creatin 
Tho  no  3Tiev  G,or  G  creat  evertbm  wil  laf  this  2 
B   ) canot  very  wel  explain  how  all  cam  2gethr  w/out 
sum  mind  Bhind  it 
(Illus  watch  in  wash  machine  ft  all  cum  2frethrj 
^h:  ,wat  evolutinist  say  &  we  need  2preach  Creatmism 
jus-c  as  skuls  permit  evolutin  2B  taut 
P  say  G  form  erth  out  watr  which  He  creat  &  sep  erth 
&  watrs  &  it  was  gud 
He  say  creatin  was  in  G's  control  &  Jus  as  tuk  care 
that, He  wil  tak  care  2nd  cum  of  Js  Xp 
vs  6=P's  ^*A   argument  &  once  agin  spk  Noah,flud 
120yr  lioah  bild  ark, a  preach  2peop  2repent,turn  2  b 
But  scoff  ,laff, sneer  mak  joke  of,ndicul 
But  by  faith  l<oah  kep  bilding  ft  in  G's  time  ram  a 
flud  cum,overun  everthing  &  Noah  famly  saved 
Can  U  imagin  how  many  time  lioah  asked=VJen  go  ^ain 
Brothr  Eoah?  Vie  bin  wait  long  time  ft  stil  no  tludl 
UnBlievrs  alway  striv  2thro  Blievrs_off  balanc  Bcuz 
that  way  can  free  selvs  from  gilt  Bcuz  Blievr  unabl 
2anser  adequately  » 

(Joke  of  atheist  &  ark  of  Cov,&  Noah's  ark, how  carry) 
G  aho  powr  mitely  w/flud  &  man  has  try  prov  nevr  hap 

But  almos  yrly  nu  evidenc  pt  2  worlwide  ilud 
Vs  7=1"  s  5rd  argument  &  wat  he  say=G  atil  on  tQ1'one 
He  keep  everthing  in  ordr  4  own  timing  2  end  all 
Sverthin  B  kep  by  G  a  4  unBlievr  ther  wil  cum  tune 
of  judgment  &  perdition 
Perdition  mean  eternal  misery 
Unblievr  mayB  scoff,  laff  now; may  pok  fun  at  Blievr 
B-t  wil  cum  day:;wen  role  wilB  revers 
(1  us  woman  writ  letr  2editr  bout  farmr  plant  on  ^un 
i &  why  G  no  punish.  Reply=G  no  sttl  accts  in  spring, 
wait  until  October )  ,  . 

Uthr  word,G  duant  mov  acord  2man's  wil, or  timing, 
but  acord  2own  wil  &  timing 

(Illus  dru-iat, poison, cal  upon  G,a  delivered  2ways) 
G  stil  in  'control  &   uncodly  may  seem  2B  hav  ther  day 
But  wen  G  finaly  step  in2  histry  &  end  all, thoz  J&mi 
Blong  2  Him  wil  hav  time  of  rejoic, reward 
&  scoffers  wil  kno  His  divine  retributin  4  all  eter 
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"The  Real  Thing:  find  Time  Jcoffers" 
ocripture:  2  Peter  5:1-7 

''.Joke  about  optimist  and  pessimist  in  business  together) 

This  is  similar  to  the  conditions  in  our  world  today,   tfa  are  surrounded  on 
all  sides  by  optomistic  viewpoints  and  pessimistic  viewpoints.  We  cannot 
escape  it,  it's  everywhere.  Turn  on  the  TV  and  you  will  get  all  of  the  gloom 
and  doom  the  newscasters  can  give  you  in  the  alloted  time.  Then  there  are 
others  who  will  go  overboard  to  give  you  a  rosy  picture  of  everything.   There 
are  all  sorts  of  books  dealing  with  what  the  year  2000  will  bring.   Thiaxranges 
from  total  health  and  vitality  to  total  destruction.  Hardly  a  day  goes  by 
that  we  do  not  hear  of  the  shortages  which  will  occur  if  we  do  not  use  our 
resources  responsibly.   Just  this  week  I  heard  that  on  the  island  of  Oahu  of 
the  Hawaiian  Islands,  which  is  half  the  size  of  Rhode  Island,  and  where  most 
of  the  people  live  there,  enough  garbage,  rubbish,  and  trash  is  produced 
every  day  to  cover  a  football  field  twelve  ffet  thick.  Can  you  imagine  what 
that  problem  will  be  ±xx   next  year,  or  five  years  from  now  if  it  is  not  solved! 
But  we  hear  all  of  these  things  and  how  can  we  cope  with  life?  I  am  sure  that 
those  who  are  not  Christian  must  find  it  very  difficult  to  live  in  these  times. 
But  aibaPfkble  believing  people  we  can  look  optimistically  to  the  future. 
Peter  was  striving  at  this  point  in  his  second  letter  to  assure  the  people  in 
the  early  church  what  would  happen  in  the  future  and  the  things  to  beware  of. 
He  begins  this  third  chapter  with  these  words,  (read  verse  1).  He  is  relating 
that  in  both  of  b is  letters  he  is  striving  to  make  them  remember  certain  things 
<hat  does  he  want  them  to  remember?  Verse  2  relates  this,  (read  this  verse). 
The  people  in  the  church  are  to  be  mindful  of  two  things.   First,  they  have 
the  words  of  the  prophets,  those  men  of  the  Old  Testament.  TJreir  prophetic 
utterances  for  Ood  have  not  been  rescinded,  nor  will  they.  And  secondly,  they 
are  to  remember  what  they  have  heard  and  read  from  the  eyewitnesses  of  the 
ministry  of  Jesus  Christ.   These  words  have  been  imparted  to  them  as  the  things 
which  Jesus  impressed  upon  them. 

3o  armed  with  these  facts,  Peter  then  adds  in  verse  3,  (read  this).  Notice  he 
is  not  speaking  of  a  special  year,  or  month.   He  simply  states  in  the  last 
days.  Peter  was  with  Jesus  when  He  said  that  only  the  Father  knew  when  the 
last  day  would  be.   Therefore,  he  is  simply  stating  that  as  time  moved  on  to- 
wards its  ultimate  climax,  which  it  must,  these  people  would  come  forth  and 
challenge  the  things  of  Jesus  Christ.   But  notice  something  about  these  people, 
Peter  says  these  scoffers  will  be,  "walking  after  their  own  lusts."  In  other 
words  you  can  separate  them  from  true  believers  because  they  will  be  all  wrap- 
ped up  in  doing  their  own  thing.  TV,is  is  the  philosophy  itas  we  are  hearing 
more  and  more  of  as  time  goes  on.   We  are  told  to  do  what  makes  you  feel  good, 
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or  what  makes  you  happy*  because  we  only  go  around  once.   It  is  these  people 

who  do  not  want  to  live  by  any  moral  esHGt  code  or  standard  that  are  scoffing 

_.nd  it  is  simply  because  they  are  caught  up  in  their  own  lusts,  their  desifces  to 

do  anything  they  want  .  And  what  are  they  asking?  Peter  answers  as  we  read  in 

verse  4,  (read  this).  And  why  would  they  ask  this?  It  helps  to  throw  the 

light  off  them  and  puts  it  back  on  the  person  who  is  trusting  and  believing  in 

the  Lord.      XfcEXHistxxH^Jdispdra     These  people  are   taking  the   offensive   and  putting 

believers  on  the  defensive.  And  their  plan  works  believe  it  or  not.   Robert 

Ingersoll  was  a  noted  atheist  of  yesteryear  and  one  method  he  used  was  that  of 
lecturing  in  large  cities  across  America.   A  method  employed  by  him  during  his 
lecture  was  to  prove  that  there  was  no  God.  He  did  this  by  stating  that  he 
would  prove  it  by  giving  G-od  one  minute  to  strike  him  dead.   Por  dramaaic  ef- 
fect he  pulled  out  a  pocket  watch  and  waited  one  minute  before  he  spoke  again. 
Then  he  would  triumphantly  shout,  "¥ou  see,  there  is  no  God.   If  there  was  He 
would  accept  my  challenge." 

But  God  doesn't  operate  that  way.  You  can  dare  God  all  you  want.  But  He  is 

far  above  and  beyond  stooping  to  take  the  dare  of  puny  little  man  whom  He  made 

and  created,  ooraetime  down  the  road,  God  will  pay  back  the  believer  and  the 

unbeliever;  the  atheist  and  the  Christian.  But  it  is  in  His  time  and  not  ours. 

Therefore,  those  who  question,  "Where  is  His  coming,  for  since  our  forefathers 

have  died,  everything  still  goes  on  the  same  since  the  beginning  of  the  world, 

_  j.nd  nothing  has  changed,"  SkxhkxIihx  It's  been  aver  1900  years  since  Jesus  was 

on  earth  and  still  no  second  coming.  Since  this  is  the  questioning  of  the 

scoffer,  ieter  gives  three  solid  arguments  to  give  right  back  to  the  scoffer. 

In  verse  5,  he  says,  (read  this).  He  is  talking  here  of  creation.  Of  course 

those  who  don't  believe  that  there  is  a  God,  or  that  God  created  everything 

can  and  will  laugh  at  this  as  well.  But  they  cannot  very  well  explain  how  it 

all  came  together  without  some  sort  of  mind  behind  it. 

(Illustration  of  watch  taken  apart  put  into  washing  machine,  tumbled  about  and 
coming  out  all  assembled) 

This  is  what  the  evolutionist  is  saying.  We  need  to  preach  and  teach  creation- 
ism  just  as  we  permit  the  school  system  to  teach  evolution.  Peter  is  saying 
that  God  formed  the  earth  out  the  water  which  He  had  created  and  He  separated 
the  earth  and  the  waters  and  it  was  good.  He  is  saying  that  creation  wgs  in 
God's  control  and  just  as  He  took  care  of  that,  He  will  take  care  of  the  second 
coming  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Then  Peter's  secobd  argument  is  found  in  the  6th  verse,  (read  this).   Once  agai 
he  is  speaking  of  the  flood  and  Noah.  Noah  was  '\dQ   years  building  the  ark. 
In  all  of  that  time  he  was  preaching  to  the  people  to  repent,  to  turn  to  God. 
But  all  that  he  must  have  gotten  was  laughed  at  and  ridiculed.  But  by  faith 
Noah  kept  building  the  ark  and  in  God's  timing,  He  made  it  rain  and  flooded 

everything  and  only  Noah  and  his  family  was  saved.   Can  you  imagine  hov;  many 
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a    Noah  must /have  been  asked,  "When  is  God  going  to  make  it  rain  brother  Hoah? 

We've  been  waiting  a  long  time  and  don't  see  anything  that  looks  like  a  flood 

yet."  Unbelievers  always  strive  to  throw  believers  off  balance  because  that 

way  they  can  free  themselves  from  guilt  because  the  vs.   believer  is  unable  to 

answer  them  adequately. 

(Joke  of  atheist  and  the  "ARE"j  confusing  Ark  of  the  Covenant  &  Noah's  Ark) 

God  showed  His  power  mightily  with  the  flood  and  man  has  tried  to  prove  that  it 

never  happened  as  stated.   But  almost  yearly  new  evidence  is  dug  up  to  show  fcfe 

that  it  was  not  ,]'ust  local,  but  worldwide* 

Peter's  third  argument  is  found  in  the  7th  verse,  (read  this);   What  he  is 

saying  is  that  God  is  still  on  the  throne  and  He  is  keeping  everything  in 

order  for  His  own  timing  to  end  it  all.  Everything  is  being  'ept  by  God  and 

for  the  unbeliever  there  will  come  a  time  of  judgement  and  perdition.   The 

word  "perdition"  means  eternal  misery.   The  unbeliever  may  be  scoffing  and 

laughing  now.  He  may  be  poking  fun  at  the  expense  of  the  believer.  But  there 

will  come  a  day  when  that  role  will  be  reversed. 

(Illustration  of  woman  writing  letter  to  editor  about  farmer  planting  on  Sun- 
day and  w±i±  why  doesn't  God  punish  him?  Answer:  God  doesn't  settle  His 
accounts  in  the  spring,  He  waits  until  October) 

In  other  words,  God  doesn't  move  according  to  man's  will  or  timing,  but  ac- 
cording to  His  own  will  and  timing. 

(Illustration  od  druggist  and  God's  timing  with  poison,  his  call  upon  God, 
and  the  deliverance  God  brought  in  the  medicine,  and  salvation  for  him) 

God  is  still  in  control  and  the  ungodly  may  seem  to  be  having  their  day.  But 

when  God  finally  steps  into  history  those  who  belong  to  Him  will  know  tnxk  His 
special  love  to  _them  . ,  .  ,.    . 

SI£gyxte&3LOB,gxfcBxxxExand  the   scoffers  will  haitHxiiiKxr  know  His  divine  retributior 

for  all  eternity. 


)        ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Ninth  Sunday  After  Pentecost       July  24,  1983 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 

Mr.  Harry  Cunningham,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Mr.  Roland  Thompson,  Saxophonist 
+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  t  +  t  + 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  10:00  A.M. 
Prelude     "Me  Have  a  Sure  Prophetic  Word"  J.   C.  Bach 
"Hymn  No.  240     "Fairest  Lord  Jesus" 
•Ascription 
•Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "We  offer  unto  thee  our  Father, 
praise  for  the  gift  of  thy  Spirit.  We  ask  for  thy  Spirit 
at  the  times  with  hatred;  when  we  are  devoid  of  patience; 
when  we  show  forth  selfishness.   In  all  circumstances 
which  are  contrary  to  thy  will,  send  thy  Spririt  to  help, 
to  heal,  and  may  we  know  thy  forgiveness,  through 
Christ.   Amen." 
•Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon 
•Praise 

•Pastor:  Blessed  be  the  Lord  Sod  I 
•People:   And  blessed  be  His  Glorious  Name  forever 
•Gloria  Patri 
Who's  who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

Joys,  Concerns,  Prayer  Requests 

Hymn  No.  91     '"Tis  So  Sweet  to  Trust  In  Jesus" 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer 
Offering 

Ofrertory     "Allegretto"  Godard 

Doxology   No.  382 

Solo         "The  Idyll."  &,„„.„ 

Scripture         a  peter  3:8-10 

Sermon:      "The  Real  Thing:   Answers  For  Scoffers" 
•Closing  Hym  No.  114   "Wonderful  Grace  of  Jesus" 
Benediction 


*  H  Peter  3: 

Postlude:    "Come,  Lord,  and  Tarry  Not"  g_g  Howard 
+  +  ♦♦  +  +  *  +  +  'Congregation  Standing  +  +  +  «.«.+ 
The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Ruth  Davles  in  loving  memory  of  her  "Sister"  June 

Davlea . 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are  •Richard  Mangel,  Don 

Kingsley,  Gary  Penar. 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Richard  Mangel  will  greet  the  Congregation 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today 

The  attendaance  last  Sunday  was  172  with  11  visitors. 

Miss  Sharon  Glasgow  returns  to  St.  Paul's  this 
morning  for  the  third  time.  We  are  very  happy  to 

welcome  her  back,  and  we  extend  our  best  wishes  to 

Sharon  as  she  prepares  for  her  wedding  next  month. 

We  will  he  baking  for  Meals  on  Wheels  this  coming  few 

weeks. If  you  can  please  bring  either  cup  cakes, 
angel  food  cake,  cookies  -  have  here  by  the  first 
Sunday  in  August  and  give  to  Ann  Williams. 

Beans  are  still  needed  for  the  Soup  and  Salad  Days. 
Yellow  or  green  -  contact  Lois  Stokes  282-1032 
or  Ann  Williams  287-1430 

The  Congregation  is  invited  Monday  Evening  at  6:00  P.M. 
to  help  clean  up  around  the  church.  Chips  need  to 
be  put  around,  hedges  need  cleaned  out  and  papers  and 
cans  need  picked  up.    This  is  not  the  work  of  the 
Property  Committee  it  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
different  members  to  help  keep  it  cleaned  up. 

Don't  forget  your  picture  appointments  this  week. 
^Hospitalized:  Mrs.  Florence  Crouse  tfsA  J~7£#&£:/ /eft. 

Bill  Sheppeck  and  Marty  Henry  will  be  visiting  the 
Hospital  this  week.  They  will  also  be  visiting  a 
shut-in  and  an  non-attending  person. 

August  2B  -  Sept.  4  and  18  are  open  for  Altar  Flowers. 
If  you  would  like  to  have  either  of  these  Sundays, 
Please  fill  in  the  chart  in  the  Narthex. 


You  are  writing  each  day  a  letter  to  men 
Take  care  that  the  writing  is  true; 

'Tis  the  only  gospel  some  men  will  read. 
That  gospel  according  to  you." 


*«ig:    .answers   ir0r  ecorraTS" 
Scripture:    2  Peter  5:8-10 

(I^lus  evanglist, invit  peop.say  Js  cum  agin; farmer 
as  when;anser-raayb  2day,2raoro,nex  wk;pleas  B  sur  le1 
kno,wif  wil  want  2go  sevrl  times) 

This  exac  typ  thin;;  P  anser  erly  Chjther  was  qj.est= 
We   cum  bak;bin  So  many  yrs  P.;   stil  no  cum;2day  it= 
b_.i  21>i  yrs  stil  no  cumbak;if  rilly  cum  wud  hav  bin 
things  lik  this  hurl  Xpians  by  thoz  rejec  Bib  teact 
Xp ' s  return 
3ut  much  Bibl  teach  B  chaleng  alsoruiesur, ascension, 
in  hvn  w/G  etc. 
jo  stan  no  surpris  2nd  cum  no  Bliev  eithr,but  wat 
surpris  i-  'l-see  thez  thing/tel  of  them  2M  ago 
lie  saw  wud  cun  tim  wen  all  basic  31iefs  wud3  cal  in2 
quest  P-.   doubt  3eriusly 
But  rilly  this  no  surpris  Bcuz  thez  quusts  wer3  a3k 
erly  Ch  ?.-.   P  was  giv  answers  2them 

las  wk  Ik  3-ansers  giv  vss  5-7  6  now  giv  3=this  Jei 
This  pt  1  knu  wudno  B  long  wud  3  execut  4fa±th  P.-   ch 
wudB  go  thru  pers  from  w/out;fals  teach  w/in  i   unBlie 
&.   rid4cul  of  un31  evrs 
But  put  in2  print  encourag  evr  2pian  shud  continu 
2hav  evn  thez  days  unBlief 
vs  8=1 st  anser; wen  P  wrot  only  35yr  pas  sine  Js  nscer 
Bat  much  hap  that  time;many,many  Blievr  ostraciz 
f/faaly  Bcuz  turn  Xpianty  from  famly  faith 
Horn   Govt  Bgin  pers  &  event  Ik  4ward  2  fe  sot  aftr 
wer  no  cum  4-th  as  thot  or  predict 
oo  quest  arcs  f/un3lievrs,but  was  hav  efect  Blievr  2 

.jo  V   made  compar  tween  G's  time/time  human  stanpt 
oo  say-But  Bloved=expreo  concern  4-thoz  fond  of  .pleas 
w:  \    ■   this  wat  Blov  realy  mean  this  pt 
1-  want  expres  2thoz  who  S  deep  concern  of  his  that 
ther  cocipar  23  made 
Continu=3  no  ijmoran  this  1thins=Innorant=LABTHANO  & 
oean=litraly=2b  hiden  so  say=ston  alow  this  thine- 
2B  hidden  from  U 
&  wat  is  thing  wh  shud  no  B  hid  fron  them?=Vs  8b 
P  draw  90  Ps,vs  4-  &   talk  eternty  G,impatienc  of  man 
(.Illus  Time,newcumer  hvn  &  ask  day.nickl  worth) 
We  find  dif  think  terms  loncevtyjIQOyr  seem  eternty 

But  vu  G's  perspectiv  only  moment  Si  use  i  ana] -ry 
1K  yr/1day=only  day  B4  yester  J3  lef  erth  &   sed  retur 
In  G  no  limitatin  time; He  alway  exist,  ciuznt  need  2 
hu~ry,or  get  impatientjHe  C,l:no  wat  hap  nex  1H  yr 

complete  control 
■  o  I  use  anser=G's  time  not  man's  time ; comp=man  is 
limited, hut  G  is  not, so  basic  say=stop  alow  Ur  human 
think  2think  38s  ways  as  man's  ways 


I  ciueGtJs  Xp  no  return  aftr  short  time  no  underst 
why  no  underst  G?=Bcuz  G  longsuffr=Vs  9B 


vs  9=is  2nd  anser«Slak  h»re  mean=slownes,t»rdines, 

delay 
tr 

G 

Longsuffr  mean=patient=G  patient  2ward  creatin 
\}W¥7   =Vs  9C=G  want  everl  2hav  oportun  2cum  2sav  knsi 
Is  Iwledg  Js  Xp 
This  delay, slownes,tardine3  actul  evidenc  G's  luv 
iia  pas  day  shudB  constan  remindr  Kis  luv  B  show  mank 
2thoz  scof(mok  we  shud  tel  only  G's  mercy  wh  keep 
Him  f/return  in  wrath  h   setl  accts  His  way 
vs  10=P's  3rd  answer 

Ch  present  Laodicean  age  or  period=Hev  3:14-19=:<ead 

Hex  proph  event=iiaptur  Ch  f/worl;folo  7yr  Tribulatin 

folo  VA   yr  reign, empir  Js  Xp;conclud  Gr  Wh  Thr  JudgEW 

wen  wicked  wil3  jud 

this  wat  P  refer  2  vs  79=perditin  sed=_;ternl  Miser; 

Vs  10=Day  of  Lord 

P  herd  Js  use  term=Lik  thief  nite  &  mere  restat  wore 
Mt  24:37-^9  Js  sed=Read 
WilB  elemen  surpris  G  wil  spring  on  world 
P  also  tel  thez  finl  event  culminat  destructin  en- 
tir  erth  system  &  B  replac  nu  hvn/nu  erth 
2contemplat  this  as  unBlievr  is  2B  totl  afraid  fil 
w/fear 
431ievr  no  need  fear  Bcuz  jus  as  G  wil  fulfil  proph, 
so  wil  fulfil  proms  4thoz  His  childrn  thru  Nu  Birth 
(Illus  wedding  England, groom  blind, C  ^  1st  time) 
Thnt  wilB  our  joy  wen  0  Js  face  2  face 
That  shudB  our  anticipatin,our  trust  that  keep  'Sis 
pres  2ward  mark  of  Hi  Call  of  Js  Xp,  that  1day, 
"plorius  day  we  shal  0  Him  Pace  2  Pace  and  fal  at 
His  feet  &  exclaim,  At  IRstI  At  Last!, My  Lord  & 
My  Saviour, 


'"The  Real  Thing:  Answers  For  Scoffers" 

Scripture:  2  Peter  3:8-10 

illustration,  (if  available)  of  evangelist  inviting  farmer  and  family  to 
services.   Remarking,  Jesus  is  coming.   :uestion=V/hen?  Maybe  today,  or  tomorrow 
maybe  next  week.  Answer=you  be  sure  and  let  ub  know  I  imagine  my  wife  would 
like  to  attend  a  couple  times) 

This  is  exactly  the  type  of  thing  ieter:'v;as  answering  in  the  early  church. 
There  was  the  questioning  of  "'./hen  is  He  coming  back?  It's  been  so  long  a  time 
and  still  He  isn't  coming  back."   "Almost  2000  years  have  gone  by  and  still  He 
hasn't  come  back.   If  He  were  really  coming  back  He  would  have  been  here  by  now. 
Things  such  as  these  are  hurled  at  Christians  by  those  who  reject  the  3iblical 
teaching  of  Christ's  return.   Hut  much  of  what  the  Hible  teaches  is  being  chal- 
lenged also.   The  Resurrection  of  Jesus  from  the  grave;  His  bodily  ascension 
into  heaven  and  the  belief  that  He  is  in  heaven  with  God  at  the  present  time. 
So  it  stands  as  no  surprise  that  His  Second  Coming  is  not  believed  either. 
But  what  is  sur  rising  is  that  i-eter  was  able  to  foresee  these  things  and  to 
tell  of  them  almost  2000  years  ago.   He  saw  that  there  would  come  a  time  when 
all  of  the  basic  beliefs  would  be  called  into  question  and  doubted  very  serious^ 
ly.   But  really  this  is  no  surprise  because  these  questions  were  being  asked 
in  the  early  church  and  Peter  was  giving  answers  to  them.  Last  week  we  looked 
~t  the  three  answers  he  gave  them  as  found  in  verses  5,  6,  and  7*  How  Peter 
"gives  three  more  answers  in  this  Section  of  scripture. 

At  this  point  in  his  writing,  Peter  knew  that  it  wouldn't  be  too  long  and  he 
would  be  executed  for  his  faith  and  that  the  church  would  be  going  through  a 
persecution  from  without,  of  false  teachers  inside  and  the  unbelief  and  ridicule 
of  unbelievers.   But  he  put  into  print  the  encouragement  that  every  Christian 
should  continue  to  have  even  in  these  days  of  unbelief. 

He  gives  his  firs  argument  as  we  read  in  the  8th  verse,  (read  this).   When  i-etei 
wrote  this  letter,  only  35  years  had  passed  since  Jesus  had  asceneded  into  hea- 
ven.  But  much  had  happened  in  that  time.  Manny,  many  believers  were  ostracizec 
from  their  families  because  they  had  turned  to  Christianity  and  away  from  their 
family  faith.   The  Roman  government  was  beginnning  to  persecute  the  church  and 
the  events  looked  forward  to  and  sought  after  were  not  coming  forth  as  thought 
or  predicted.   So  the  questioning  arose  from  unbelievers,  but  it  was  having  its 
effect  on  the  believers  as  well.   So  Peter  made  a  comparison  between  Cod's  time 
and  time  from  the  human  standpoint,   oo  he  says,  "But,  beloved,  and  by  this  he 
is  expressing  a  concern  for  those  he  is  fond  of,  or  those  he  is  pleased  with, 
■md  this  is  what  "beloved"  really  means  at  tnis  point.   Peter  wants  to  express 
to  those  who  are  a  deep  concern  of  his  that  there  is  a  comparison  to  be  made. 
So  he  continues,  "Be  not  ingnorant  of  thi»  one     ;."   The  word  for  2ignorant" 
in  Greek  was  LANTHANO  and  it  meant  literally" to  be  hidden."   So  Peter  is  saying 
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jteHXKK  "3top  allowing  this  thing  to  be  hidden  from  you."   And  what  is  that  thing 
which  should  not  be  hidden  fron  them?   "That  one  day  is  with  the  Lord  as  a  thou- 
sL  i  years,  and  a  thousand  years  as  one  day."   Peter  is  drawing  from  the  90tji 
Psr,lm  verse  4-.  Peter  is  talking  about  the  eternity  of  God  and  the  impatience  of 
nan. 

(Illustration  of  TIKE  from  Humorous  Notes,  Quotes,  And  Anecdotes,  by  Plynn) 
ie   find  it  very  difficult  to  think  in  terms  of  longevity.  A  hundred  years  to 
us  seems  like  an  eternity.   But  viewed  from  God's  perspective  it  is  only  a  moment 
Using  Peter's  analogy  that  a  thousand  years  in  the  sight  of  God  is  only  one  day, 
it  was  only  the  day  before  yesterday  in  God's  timing  that  Jesus  left  this  earth 
and  said  He  would  return.  In  God  there  is  no  limitation  such  as  time.  He  has 
always  existed  and  He  doesn't  need  to  hurry  or  get  impatient.  He  sees  and  knows 
what  will  happen  in  the  next  thousand  years  and  He  is  in  complete  control,  oo 
Peter  uses  the  argument  that  God's  time  is  not  man's  time.   The  comparison  is 
that  man  ss   limited  and  God  is  not.  So  basically  he  isxsaying,  stop  allowing 
your  human  thinking  to  think  of  God's  ways  as  man's  ways.   Jesus  will  return, 
but  it  will  be  according  to  God's  timetable,  and  not  man's. 

Peters  second  argument  in  this  block  of  scripture  is  found  in  the  9th  verse. 
He  says,  (read  this  verse).  He  says,  "God  is  not  slack  as  some  count  slackness," 
(  1  the  word  for  slack  here  means,  "Slowness,  tardiness,  delay."   do  those  who 
are  questioning  why  Jesus  Christ  has  not  returned  after  this  short  period  of  time 
or  who  will  question  it  in  the  end  times,  do  not  understand  God.  And  why  don't 
these  people  understand  God?  Because  Peter  says,  "God  is  longsuffering  to 
us-ward."  i2KatxisaaHKxxSxtxaH!±x±s  The  word  longsuffering  means,  "patience."  Qod 
is  patient  towards  His  creation.  And  again  the  question  "why?"  Peter  states, 
"God  is  not  willing  that  any  should  perish,  but  that  all  should  come  to  repen£- 
ence."  God  wants  everyone  to  have  the  opportunity  to  dome  to  the  saving  know- 
ledge of  Jesus  Christ.  This  delay,  this  slowness,  this  tardiness,  is  actually 
evidence  of  God's  love.   Each  passing  day  should  be  a  constant  reminder  that 
His  love  is  being  shown  to  mankind.   To  those  who  scoff  and  mock  we  should  tell 
them  that  it  is  only  God's  mercy  which  keeps  Him  from  returning  in  wrath  and 

settling  accounts  in  His  way. 

answer 
But  Peter  has  a  third  anffgHararafc  for  the  scoffer  in  verse  10,  (read  this  verse). 

XsxH3Kxiai*xsrKXBrKXBHtxyxiiix*4xsLBKx|iJE«KMKtaqr 

The  Church  is  presently  in  the  last  age,  or  what  is  called  the  Laodicean  period. 

e  read  in  the  Revelation  of  the  Apostle  John,  chapter  3,  verses  14  through  19, 
^■ead  this).   The  next  prophetic  event  to  take  place  will  be  the  Rapturing  of 
the  church  out  of  this  world.  This  will  be  followed  by  the  seven  years  of  trib- 
ulation and  this  will  be  followed  by  the  thousand  year  worldwide  empire  and  reigr 


-3- 

of  Jesus  Christ.   Concluding  that  thousand  years  will  be  the  Great  white  Throne 

judgement  at  which  the  wicked  will  be  judged.  This  is  what  Peter  is  referring 

0  in  the  7th  verse  where  he  said  it  would  be  a  "Day  of  judgement  and  perditior 

And  we  said  last  week  the  word  "per  ition"  simply  meant  eternal  misery.  Now  ir 

this  10th  verse  he  calls  it,  "The  day  of  the  Lord."  l-eter  had  heard  Jesus  use 

these  words,  "like  a  thief  in  the  night,"  and  he  was  merely  restating  that 

which  Jesus  Himself  had  said.   In  the  24th  chapter  of  Matthew,  verses  37  to  39 

Jesus  said,  (read  this).   It  will  be  the  element  of  surprise  that  God  will 

spring  upon  the  world.  Peter  also  tells  that  these  final  events  will  culminate 

in  the  destruction  of  the  entire  earth  system  and  be  replaced  by  a  new  heaven 

and  a  new  earth.   To  contemplate  this  as  an  unbeliever  is  to  be  totally  afraid 

and  filled  with  fear.  But  for  the  believer  there  is  no  need  of  fear  because 

just  as  God  will  fulfill  this  prophecy,  so  will  He  fulfill  His  promises  that 

those  who  are  His  children  through  the  new  birth  will  be  with  Him. 

(Illustration  of  wedding  in  England,  bridegroom  blind,  but  had  restored  sight; 
and  his  cry  of  "At  last!   At  lastl"  ) 

That  will  be  our  joy  when  we  see  Jesus  face  to  face.   That  xs   should  be  our 

anticipation,  our  trust  that  keeps  us  pressing  toward  the  mark  of  the  High 

Calling  of  Jesus  Christ,  that  one  day,  one  glorious  day  we  shall  see  Him  face 

to  face  and  fall  at  His  feet  and  exclaim,  "At  lat!   At  last,  my  Lord  and  My 

"oaviour ! " 
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Tenth  Sunday  After  Pentecost        July  31,  1983 
The  Rev,  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 

Mr.  Harry  Cunningham,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Mr.  Roland  Thompson,  Saxophonist 
Ms.  Molly  Cochran,  Flutist 
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ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  10:00  A.M. 
Prelude    "My  Inmost  Heart  Now  Raises"    J.  C.  Bach 
•Hymn  No.  336  "0  worship  the  King" 
•Ascription 
•Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)   "Merciful  Father,  we  acknowledge 
and  confess  our  sinful  nature;  our  short-coming  and  our 
offenses.     We  have  betrayed  not  only  our  faith  in  you, 
but  also  your  faith  in  us.     We  have  spoken  bravely  of 
love  and  compassion,    but  we  have  acted     out  of  selfishnes 
and  indifference.      Forgive  us,   0  God,   through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord.     Amen." 
•Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon 
•Praise 

•Pastor:   Blessed  he   the  Lord  Godl 
•People:  And  blessed  be  His  Glorious  Name  forever 
•Gloria  Patri 
Who ' s  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

■Joys,  Concerns,  Prayer  Requests 
Hymn  No.  122    "In  the  Hour  of  Trial" 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit 
Pastor:  Let  us  Pray 
Prayer 

Instrumental  Prayer  Response  #400 
Offering 

Offertory    "With  the  Lord,  Begin  Thy  Task"  Handel 
Doxology  No.  382 
Scripture      2  Peter  3:11-14 

Sermon:      "The  Real  Thing:  A  Proper  Life-style" 
•Closing  Hymn  No.  9a  "The  Solid  Rock" 


Benediction 

Instrumental  Benediction  #56 

Postlude:   "Ring  Out  the  Old,  Ring  In  the  New" 

Grenoble 
+*+++++++  'Congregation  Standing  +  ♦<•  +  +  + 
The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Paul  Campbell  to  the  "Glory  of  God" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are  »Alvin  Tait,  Mike 

Nazaruk,  Gottlob  Kradel  and  James  McClymonds, 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today.    rfiu*TMy   r'±/»"S 
.^Hospitalized:  Mrs.  Florence  Grouse  iHil*Ui.j    I  y-^-Sx 
Virginia  Mangel,  Marlene  Riemer,  Ann  Williams  will     'Vr 

be  visiting  the  Hospital  this  week  -  plus  a  shut-in   '?*- 

and  an  non-attending  person. 
Don't  forget  your  baked  good  for  Ann  Today  for  Meals 

on  Wheels. 
Beans  are  still  needed  for  the  Soup  and  Salad  Cays, 

Yellow  or  green  -  contact  Ann  Williams  287-1430. 
J>>Due  to  lack  of  interest  in  no  one  showing  up  last 

week  -  The  Congregation  and  Youth  are  invited  Monday 

Evening  at  6:00  P.M.  to  help  clean  up  around  the 

church.  Chips  need  to  be  put  around,  hedges  need 

cleaned  out  and  papers  and  cans  need  picked  up. 
Monday  -  August  1st  -  6:00  P.M.  Women's  Mary  Prugh 

Circle  picnic  at  Joan  Campbells  -  Meat  and  dessert 

and  beverage  will  be  provided.  White  elephant  gift 

and  tureen  is  needed.  No  table  service  Is  needed 

for  this  Picnic. 
Next  Sunday  Susan  Shaw  will  be  with  us  to  sing. 
">"Next  Saturday  is  Minnie  Kelly's  94th  Birthday  -  she 

is  at  St.  John's  Nursing  Home,  in  Mars,  Penna,  16046 
Many  thanks  for  the  Prayers,  cards  and  Well  Wishes 

for  the  latest  Hospital  trip  -Howdy  Bolam. 


I  know  not  where  God's  hand  may  lead 

Along  the  path  of  days; 
1  know  not  if  my  heart  must  bleed. 

Or  thrill  with  hymns  of  praise; 
But  in  this  confidence  I  go 

To  tread  the  way  unseen: 
His  spirit  guides  me,  this  I  know — 

And  nothing  stands  between! 


-Kathryn  Peck 


Scripture:  2  Peter  3:11-1^ 

10tH  tb  P  atate=D  of  Lord, time  wen  G  bring  2  cloe 
or   ly  histry,grt  nois,everthin  turnup  &  melt, so 
continu  t«  1U  ask  quest-READ  vs 

o      ?  word=if  U  kno  this-wat  mannr  persn  Ought  U  dS! 
Not  end  of  quest  ,but  comma  SE  mean  pause 
this  pt,P  stres  sumthin  import  &  no  akk  gust  simpl 
quest 
He  spk  compusin  evr  Xpian  ahud  hav-Wen  ask  wat  0UG1 
OUGHT  in  Gr=It  is  necesary,one  muat,it  word  eompulsir 
&  not  choice 
He  no  ask  wat  Xpian  mite  do,insted,tbis  is  wat  a 
Xpian  must  do  __      -_*_j, 

along  w/wat  Xpian  mustB  do  R  fivn  thing  Propr  Lifsty. 
FXRST-holy  conversatin  &  godliness 
Holy-Hagios  &  mean  separat,2B  apart ;sum1  who  holy 
is  "1  who  sep, dif, apart  from  rest  society 
no  mean  seclusin,monk;wat  duz  mean  that  persn  no 
do  all  things  unBlievrs  of  world  do 
Converaatin=Gr  word  mean-Mode  of  lif , way, conduct, lin 
or  walkjhad  2do  w/living  &  not  spking 
perhap  in  sens  conversatin  or  spking  reveal  many 
things, so  lif.^onversatin, walk, spk  mor  loudly  wat 
Xpian  is  kkJLl  tnan  mere  words 
P  say=Xpian  mus  liv  lif  that  sep  f/worl  &   it  way  Of 
lif  2B  liv-  But  how?  . 

add  godliness-Gr  EUSEBEIA  mean-G  fear, piety, devoutw 
ty  this  2gethr  P  teach-lif styl  of  Xpian  shudB  1of 
liv  apart  f/things  worl  in  fear  of  God 
I  t  wud  mean  anyl  truly  seek  21iv  4Him  wud  striv  2B 
Rt=il  Thing  in  all  areas  of  lif 
vs  12a-quest  continu  &  Xpian  shudB  eagrly  wait  B  ofL 

Gr  word  mean-emest  antic ipatin  of      _„.__,.% 
TiiS  word  use  Lk  1  : 21 ,  (explain  Zacharias  &  WAIT  4) 
But  mor  than  Aas   eagrly  await  cum  D  of  Lord, 
it  2B  bout  His  buanes  2mak  hapn  mor  quikly 
That  wat  word-Hasting  meanfhas  2do  speedup  process, 
mov  closr  2ultimat  conclusm 
As  Xpians  reach  out  2  unsav  peop  of  worl  &  ther 
seal  Bcuo  1of  urgent  need  2ahar  Saviour  w/unblievrs 
that  end  of  time  brot  that  much  closr  &  we  help  fuL 
fil  prophetic  scripturs. 
vs  12b=repeat  wat  sed  B4  bout  D  of  Lord 
actul  end  quest  bout  how  Xpian  shud  liv  S:  "ssenc  of 
be  sk  sine  Blievr  kno  G  do  way  w/hvns,erth  &  day  cum 
up,   m&nk  qikly,sb.udn*t  Xpian  B  liv  lif  that  sep  from 
worl  &  godly? 


we  cannot  imagin  wat  G  prep  &  wil  prep  4  His  peopl 
word  simply  cannot  deserib  Bcuz  no  can  pictur  mind  e; 
e- 
ifcha.  why  naed  2B  certin  we  1  of  G*e  born  agin  childrn; 
bhat  we  part  His  famly  so  can  participat  glorius  new 
ivn   nu  erth 
vs  "it-Wherefore, or  on  this  acct  &  add  word-Bloved 

dif  here  P  no  eal  thez  peop  his  loved, but  G'a 
he  remind  Blievr  they  luv  1's  of  G,luv  w/infinite  & 
divin  luv  no  match  by  anyl  else 
Bcuz  they  so  dearly  luv, they  R  2B  diligent ,2do  ther 
best,2mak  hast,2take  cars 

Blievrs   lif  cotnparabl  2  whom?  -  Js  Xp 
&  wat  Js   lif  lik?=READ  end  vs  14 

we  sing  hymn, Luv  Divin  All  Luvs  Exceling  &.   part  sing 
&  amk  request  of  G-Pur  &  spotles  let  us  B 

if  truly  worship  as  shud,&  sing  as  shud  from  harts, 

we  cry  out  2GoI  that  we  mayB  holy, sep, Real  Thing  & 

our  live  sho  4th  Propr  Lifstyle 
(Illus  dean  chapel  Uppr  Room  Nashville,  &  rich  woman) 

How  rich  R  U? 
G  no  expec  us  2B  perf  this  lif;He  kno  our  problems, 
our  failure, our  weakneses 
But  He  wants  us  2hov  The  Propr  Lifstyl  as  we  seek 
21iv  4  Him  &  f olo  our  Sav  Js  Xp 
Let  us  adopt  word  Apostl  P  as  our  watchwords  4  our  lit 

Let  thoz  words  B  Imprint  our  harts  &   minds; 
B  DILIGENT  THAT  WE  MAYB  FND  OF  HIM  IK  PEAC,w/o  SPOT, 
&  BLAMELESS.   VS  14B 

I 


"The  iieal  Thing:  A  1  roper  Life-style" 
ocripture:  2  Peter  5:11-14 

"-in  the  10th  verse  Peter  has  stated  that  the  "day  of  the  Lord,"  or  the  time 
when  God  brings  to  a  close  earthly  history,  this  would  happen  with  the  heavens 
passing  away  with  a  great  noise  and  everything  else  will  be  burned  up  and  melt. 
oo  he  continues  in  this  verse  and  he  begins  to  ask  a  question.   He  states, 
"Geeing  then  that  all  these  things  shall  be  dissolved."   In  other  words  if  you 
know  of  this  and  that  it  will  take  place,  "What  manner  of  persons  ought  you  to 
!l  be  in  all  holy  conversation  and  godliness."   That  isn't  the  end  of  the  quest 
ion  but  it  brings  us  to  a  comma  and  this  signifies  a  pause.  At  this  pause, 
Peter  is  stressing  something  of  very  great  importance.  He  isn't  just  asking 
a  simple  question  as  much  as  he  is  speaking  of  a  compulsion  which  every  Christ- 
ian should  have,   ./hen  he  asks,  "V/hat  manner  of  persons  "Ought"  ye  to  be?", 
the  word  "Ought"  is  very  important  at  this  point.   The  Greek  word  for  it  is 
"DEI"  and  it  means,  "It  is  necessary,  one  must."  It  is  a  word  of  compulsion 
and  not  choice.  Peter  is  not  simply  asking,  what  a  Christian  "might"  do.  In- 
stead, he  is  stating  that  "this  is"  v/hat  a  Christian  "must"  do.  And  so  along 
with  what  a  Christian  must  be  doing  are  given  the  things  of  "a  Proper  Life- 
style." He  first  lists,  "A  holy  conversation  and  godliness."   The  word  holy, 

"  is  Hagios  and  it  means  to  be  separated,  to  be  apart,  someone  who  is  holy  is 
one  who  is  separated,  or  different,  or  apart  from  the  rest  of  society.   It 
doesn't  mean  that  person  must  go  into  seclusion,  or  live  the  life  of  a  monk. 
V/hat  it  does  mean  is  that  person  doesn't  do  all  of  the  things  the  unbelievers 
of  the  world  do.   "Conversation"  is  from  the  Greek  word  "Anastrophe"  which 
meant,  "a  mode,  or  way  of  life,  conduct,  or  walk."   It  had  to  do  with  living 
and  not  speaking.  But  perhaps  in  the  sense  that  a  conversation  or  speaking, 
reveals  many  things,  so  the  life  of  a  Christian  "speaks"  loudly,  and  more 
loudly  than  mere  words.  Jo  Peter  is  saying  that  a  Christian  must  live  a  life 
as  that  is  sss  separated  from  the  world  and  it  is  to  be  a  way  of  life  that  is 
lived  how?  He  adds  "Godliness."   This  came  from  the  Greek  word  "'Jlusebeia," 
which  meant,  "God  fearing,  piety,  and  devoutness."   Tying  all  of  this  together 
it  is  Peter's  teaching  that  a  Christian's  life-style  should  be  one  of  living 
apart  from  the  things  of  the  world  in  the  fear  of  God.   That  would  mean  anyone 
seeking  to  truly  live  for  Him,  would  strive  to  be  "The  Real  Thing,"  in  all 
areas  of  life. 

His  question  continues  as  we  read  in  the  first  part  of  the  12th  verse,  (read 
this).  The  Christian  should  be  eagerly  awaiting  the  Dayvof  the  Lord.   And  the 
Greek  word  used  at  this  point  is  ir'rosdokontas"  which  means  "an  earnest  antici- 
pation of."   This  same  word  is  used  in  the  Gospel  of  Luke  in  chapter  one 


-2- 
verse  21.  Zacharias,  the  priest,  the  husband  of  Elizabeth  was  visited  by  the 
•lngel  Gabriel  in  the  Temple.   He  was  told  that  his  wife  would  conceive  in  her 
-old  age.  But  while  he  was  talking  to  the  angel,  the  people  waited  for  him  to 
come  back  and  give  them  the  traditional  blessing  after  he  had  burned  the  in- 
cense before  the  Lord,   rfe  read,  (read  Luke  1:21).  The  word  "waited"  is  the 
same  word  Peter  i3  using  in  this  15th  verse.  It  was  waiting  with  a  sense  of 
eager  anticipation. 

But  it  is  to  be  more  than  just  eagerly  awaiting  the  coming  of  the  day  of  the 
Lord,  it  is  to  be  about  His  business  to  make  it  happen  more  quickly.   That  is 
what  the  word  "Hasting  means.   It  has  to  do  with  speeding  up  the  process, 
moving  it  closer  to  its  ultimate  conclusion.   As  Christians  reach  out  to  the 
unsaved  people  of  the  world  and  their  zeal  becomes  one  of  the  urgent  need  to 
share  the  3aviour  with  the  unbelievers ,  that  end  of  time  is  brought  that  much 
closer,  and  we  are  helping  to  fulfill  the  prophetic  scriptures. 
Then  Peter  repeats  what  he  has  said  before  about  that  Day  of  the  Lord  in  the 
second  part  of  the  13th  verse,  (read  this).   This  actually  ends  his  question 
about  how  a  Christian  should  live.   In  essence  he  is  asking  that  since  a  be- 
liever knows  that  God  is  going  to  do  away  with  the  heavens  and  the  earth  and 
that  day  will  come  upon  mankind  quickly,  shouldn't  a  Christian  be  living  a 
life  that  is  separated  from  the  world  and  godly? 

So  then  he  adds,  (read  verse  15).  Peter  is  speaking  of  that  which  John  had 
a  vision  of  as  we  read  in  Hevelation  21:1-4,  (read  this).  Vie  cannot  imagine 
what  God  has  prepared  and  will  prepare  for  His  people.  Words  simply  cannot 
describe  it  because  we  can't  picture  it  in  our  mind's  eye.   That  is  why  we 
need  to  be  certain  we  are  one  of  God's  born  again  children;  that  we  are  a 
part  of  His  family,   oo  that  we  can  participate  and  be  in  that  glorious  and 
new  heaven  and  new  earth. 

Now  Peter  says  in  verse  14,  "Wherefore,"  or  on  this  account,  and  then  he  adds 
again  the  word  "Beloved."  The  difference  here  la  not  that  Peter  is  calling 
the  believers  his  beloved,  but  instead,  the  beloved  of  God.  He  is  reminding 
believers  that  they  are  loved  ones  of  God,  loved  with  an  infinite  and  divine 
love  which  cannot  be  matched  by  anyone  else.  And  because  they  are  so  dearly 
loved  by  God,  they  are  to  "3e  dilignet,"  to "do  their  best,  to  make  haste,  to 
take  care."   The  believers  life  is  to  be  comparable  to  whom?  Jesus  Christ. 
And  what  was  Jesus'  life  like?  It  was  one  of  "peace,  without  spot,  and  blame- 
less."  We  sing  the  hymn,  "Love  divine  all  loves  excelling,"  and  in  that  hymn 
we  ask  or  request  of  God,  "Pure  and  spotless  let  us  be."   If  we  are  truly 
worshiping  as  we  should  and  s±K±ng  singing  as  we  should  our  hearts  are  crying 
out  to  God  that  we  may  be  Holy,  we  may  be  separate,  we  may  be  the  Real  Thing, 

and  that  our  lives  are  showing  forth  a  proper  Life-style." 


(Illustration  of  Dean  of  Chapel  h£  In  The  Upper  .loom,  Mashville  and  wealthy 
woman.  #556  -  .-.unday  jermon  Illus,  Vol  II) 

How  rich  are  we?  Sod  doesn't  expect  us  to  he  perfect  in  this  life.  He  knows 
our  failures,  our  weaknesses,  our  problems.   But  He  wants  us  to  have  "The 
Proper  Life-style"  as  we  seek  to  live  for  Him  and  follow  our  Javiour  Jesus 
Christ.  Let  us  adopt  the  words  of  the  Aspostle  Peter  as  our  watchwords  for 
our  lives.  Let  those  words  be  imprinted  on  our  hearts  and  on  our  minds: 
"BE  DILIGENT  THAT  WE  MAY  BE  FOUND  OF  KIM  IK  PEACE,  WITHOUT  SPOT,  AND  BLAME! 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Eleventh  Sunday  After  Pentecost     August  7,  1933 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C  Link,  Pastor 

Mr.  Harry  Cunningham,  Organist  and  Choir  Director 
Mr.  Roland  Thompson,  Saxophonist 
Ms.  Holly  Cochran,  Flutist 
+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  10:00  A.M. 
Prelude     "Where'er  I  Go,  Whate'er  My  Task"  J,  S.  Bach 
"Prelude  in  F.  Jamor"  Peeters 

•Hymn  No.  338   "We  Sing  the  Greatness  of  Our  God" 
♦Ascription 
♦Exhortation 

♦Confession  (In  Unison)  "ALMIGHTY  AND  ETERNAL  GOD,  whose 
light  doth  shite  in  mortal  darkness;  reveal  unto  us  thy 
presence  in  our  souls,  and  thy  judgment  of  all  our 
actions,  thoughts,  and  words.  Manifest  thyself  to  us 
in  the  movements  of  this  present  time.  Open  our  eyes 
to  thy  glory  all  around  us.  Thou  art  ever  coming  to 
thy  children,  coming  in  manifold  ways;  by  cherishing 
our  serious  and  reverent  spirit  may  we  prepare  ourselves 
to  meet  our  God,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen." 
♦Kyrie 

♦Assurance  of  Pardon 
♦Praise 

♦Pastor:  Blessed  be  the  Lord  God! 
♦People:   And  blessed  be  His  Glorious  Name  forever 
♦Gloria  Patrl 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

Joys,  Concerns,  Prayer  Requests 
Hymn  No.  222     "Jesus,  Lover  of  My  Soul" 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  Ths  Lord  be  with  you 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit 
Pastor:  Let  us  Pray 
Prayer 

Instrumental  Prayer  Response   (#400 > 
Offer  ing 

Offertory 
•Doxology   382 

1 


Scripture:       2  Peter  3:13-18 
Sermon:      "The  Real  Thing:  Be  It" 

♦Closing  Hymn  No.  2   "How  Great  Thou  Art" 
Benediction 

Instrumental  Benediction     (#56) 

Postlude      "Rise,  Ye  Children  of  Salvation"  Fleischer 
+  +  +  +  +  -f  +  +  +  ♦Congregation  Standing  ♦  +  ♦  +  +  +  + 
The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mr.  &   Mrs.  Gottlcb  Kradel  in  memory  of  their  "Sisters" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  "Charles  Penar,  Dan 

Bosko.  Dave  McMlllin 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Martin  Henry  will  greet  the  Congregation 

at  the  door  this  morning. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  126  with  12  Visitors. 

>  Nursery  will  Ibe  provided  today 
Our  Congratulations  to  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gary  Penar.  A  little 
girl  was  born  to  them  this  week. 

Let  us  all  support  our  Guest  Minister  while  the 
Pastor  is  away  on  vacation. 

We  got  the  ones  that  we  know  you  will  enjoy  having 
for  Speakers.  Chet  stauffer  will  be  with  us  next 
Sunday.  Warren  Ihlenfeld  will  be  here  the  following 
Sunday.  Donald  Voss  was  available  and  we  will  be 
glad  to  have  him  back  again.   The  next  and  last 

>week  will  be  Dr.  Andrew  Hoffocker  from  Grove  City. 
Hospitalized:   Mary  steinheiser 

Pam  Tait,  and  Diane  Hollefreund  will  be  visiting  the 
Hospital  this  week.   They  will  also  be  visiting  with 
a  shut-in  and  an  non-attending  person.  Please  pick 
up  your  names  in  the  office. 

Wb  regret  that  Susan  Shaw  eould  not  be  with  us  today. 
The  Blood  Mobile  Bank  will  be  here  In  our  Church 

(Rehoboth  Hall)  August  23rd,  1993. 
Don't  forget  to  can  a  little  extra  for  the  Soup  Pots 

for  October  and  February* 

There  is  a  place  of  peace  and  rest 
A  place  of  perfect  quietness 
Within  a  world  of  fear  and  dread 
Where  human  blooJ  is  being  shed. 

There  it  a  peace  in  God. 


"Ttie  tteai  raing:  oe  j.i.i 
Scrip:  2  reter  3:15-18 

Ex-ootnercil  TV-B  all  U  canB,In  the  Army 
t'  i  fit  wat  evr  ^ain  shudB-as  ■'pians  we  in  Army  of 
G,-s  membra  imperativ  we  B  all  we  canB 
This  how  F  cloa  lettr; but  B4  cum  ad»ionitin,conclud 
I   .1  remarks 
va  -i>«»vs  9  F  apok  peop  Bliev  xmtxSuM  Day  of  L  delay 
Bcuz  slaknes  of  G-thia  led  fals  teach "Nevr  happn" 
that  va  P  say  G  longsuffr^or  G  was  patinet,execris 
patience  in  plan  4-  mankind 
Now  va  15,P  apk  Jb  Xp  &  this  who  mean  by  Lord 
this  pt  put  Ja  on  par  w/G-giv  eomplet  Deity 
It  Js  who  lik  G  sit  &  wait  patiently  as  time  mov  on 
&  as  time  mov  on,oportunty  givn  *Waor  peop  cum  aalv 
P  land  eredenc  2wat  say  by  remind  rdrs  nothr  Apos  Bed 
same-Vs  15b 

He  aay-evn  Paul  sed  wat  I  tel  U 
Paul  letrs  bin  circulat;prob  many  nor  than  hav  now 
P  refr  thez  letra,same  U  &  I  read-Gal, Eph, Phil, Col, 
All  thai  writn  by  this  time 
Paul  likly  ded, martyr ;P  soon  2folo 
Notic  spk-Belov,bros-afectinat  term-near  ft  dear,luv1 
P  giv  3tamp  aprovl  2  Paul  as  man  of  G-(read  ts  end) 
wasnt  snmthia  lern  Lettr  writ  I,Jeru  semnary 
not  mans  think, teach, but  G'e;this  authorty  wrot 
▼s  16-P  cuts  bak  subj  wrot  1nce  B4;Bpk  2nd  cum  Js  Xp, 
man  of  sin, apostacy, faith, justificatin  etc. 
tmez  fundys  of  faith  &  sum  Paul  writs  deep  Theolog 
&  hard  avg  persn  underat 
So  P  say  thez  things  hands-unlern,unstabl-iaean  unskul 
j  »■  'era  things  of  G  &  twist  2say  wat  want  it  2say 
Hx-»  jt-Gr  mean-twist, dietort-Examp  rack,torture»diBloc 
He  say  thes  peop  twist, distort, dislocat  W  of  G  2suit 
But  P  alio  rate  Paul  writ  as  Scrip, longsid  othrs  OT 

so  this  pt,P  warn  agin  fals  teach, ldre, heretics 
tb  17-warn,&  Beware  ment-miltary-B  on  alert, watchfil 
Blievr  2B  awar  dangr  liatn  fals  teach, no  fal  trap 
His  walk  w/L  2B  tru, secure ,stedfast 
How  P  cum  clos  lettr  &  1st  giv  part  advic  4  Blievr a 
i  Then  cum  bendietin  &  this  bles  ascrib  powr,glory2  Js 
va  18a-bu6  if  revera-kn  wledg  is  2gain  deepr  underat 
of  Him  &  redeoptin 
cannot  do  w/out  growth  &.   ordr  2gro  mus  hav  knowledg 
thez  intertwin  &   cannot  B  separat 
A  tru  Xpian  is  a  growing  Xpain,but  unfortunatly  Ch  of 
Js  "p  ful  infant  Xpiana  Bcuz  nevr  gro  &  develop ;eam  2 
Ip,_ccpt  gift  salvatin,&  that  wher  remain 
&  many, many  thez  peop  membrs  Ch, 20, 30, 1-0  yr  or  more 


Hat  P  sav-gro  procea  go  oa  m  j.^^  -=  — ■- 

Tlif  is  nevr  static-averthin  untvers  keep  chang, 
degenerat.or  Being  renew  &  name  tru  spiriitul  relm 
If  % wat  P  say  &  apply  lif  of  child, or  think  Xpian 
as  , cnHd,C%L  sevrl  thing  4  that  =bild  dev elop^ 
Jed-grow  no  tak  plac  unles  feed  tak  plac  &  #  Xpian 
f  d  cum  from  G's  Word 

\   levr  mus  feed  on  G's  tford;not  jus  hear  preohr  use 
Bibl,but  use  own  evr  day  &  let  G  feed 
Exaop-nu  baby  feed  1nce  4  let  go  til  21 ,yet  this  was 

many  Blievrs  expeo  hapn  ther  live  

feed  not  automatic, nor  Jmb   dun  Sun  morn  worship, mus 
cum  by  efort  part  ea  Blievr 
B  U  feed  G'B  Word?  If  not,  Why  not* 
Exercise-agin  «  cudnt  let  *»*«*  J™*etft*5££ 
propr  exercise  need  &  yet  many  Blievrs  liktbia 
It  mean  obedinet  walk  w/Lordpeek  2serv  Him  whenevr 
H  0  exercis  Urself  in  L'a  work!  Or  S  u  Ilk  so WW* 
othr  atend  Bibl  study .prayr  grpa  *  nevr  seek  21ead 
1  of  Or  own  &  ahar  Gud  Hub  Js  Xp?  ao  *■  othrs  gro/ 
Communicatin-Xpian  chil  musB  abl  hav  conranicatin 
Blievr  need  2B  conversatin  Hvnly  Father 
Need  2B  in  prayr  fe  not  jus  dire  needjneed  develop 
B  abl  spk  2  God  „        v_ 

Cud  U  apk  2  G  rt  now  if  cal  upon  2do  so?  If  not  why 
not?  Can D  talk  2sum1  on  phon?  Then  why  no  abl  s*k  Gt 
Friend-Xpian  need  a  f rend, who  that  Bf     ,___^_ 
fT^lua  contest  London  bes  definitn  frend-winner- 
i  PRE^D  IS  1  WHO  Sma  IN  WEN  TH  ffiOL  WORT,  GOES  OUT) 
Hav  U  evr  bin  2plac  wher  it  Beam  as  tho  ther  wasnt 
anyl  in  worl  who  care  anythin  bout  UT 
i?av  D  fnd  frend  solomon  Prov  oay-stiketh  cloar  Bros 
P  au  that  frend ;nothr  discipl,1  of  big  3  w/Js  aad- 

Jn  15:13-15-READ 
Js  Xp  is  bes  frend  Blievr  shud  hav 
Can  U  cal  Him  Ur  bes  frend  2day? 
If  TJ  cant.U  dont  kno  "im  as  Ur  Lord  &  SaV.Bcui  that 
aactly  wat  make  Him  anyl'a  best  frend 
This  why  P  can  clos  lettr  with  words-2  HIM  B  gloki 
BOTH  NOW  &  KJREVK.  AHEH. 
Can  0  mak  that  affirmatin  2day? 


"The  Real  Thing:  Be  It!" 

Scripture:  2  Peter  3:15-18 

here  is  a  commercial  for  the  military  on  radio  and  SV  which  I  am  sure  we  have 
all  seen  and  heard  at  some  time  or  other.   It  is  sung  and  it  states,  "Be  all 
that  you  can  he,  in  the  Army."  Indirectly,  that  message  fits  what  every 
Christian  should  be.  As  Christians  we  are  in  an  army,  the  army  of  God.  As 
members  of  that  army  it  is  imperative  that  we"Be  all  that  we  can  be."  This  is 
how  Peter  closes  this  second  letter  of  his.  But  before  he  comes  to  that  final 
admonition  he  concludes  his  general  remarks  as  we  begin  reading  in  the  15th 
verse.  He  says,  "And  account  that  the  longsuffering  of  our  Lord  is  salvation.' 
In  the  9th  verse  Peter  had  spoken  of  some  people  believing  that  the  delay  in 
the  coming  of  the  Day  of  the  Lord  was  slackness  on  God's  part.  This  had  led 
false  teachersto  say  that  it  would  never  happen.  Peter  had  stated  in  that 
verse  that  God  was  longsuffering,  or  that  God  was  patient  and  exercised  pat- 
ience in  His  plan  for  mankind.  How  in  this  15th  verse  Peter  is  speaking  of 
Jesus  Christ  and  that  is  who  he  means  by  "The  Lord."  But  at  this  point,  he 
puts  Jesus  on  a  par  with  God.  In  ofcher  words  he  is  giving  Him  complete  Deity. 
It  is  Jesus  just  exactly  like  God  who  sits  and  n±xxp  waits  patiently  as  time 
moves  on.  But  as  time  moves  on  opportunity  is  given  for  more  people  to  come 
to  salvation,  to  the  saving  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Peter  lends  credence  to  what  he  is  saying  by  reminding  his  readers  that  anothe] 

Apostle  had  said  the  same  thing.  He  adds,  "Even  as  our  kntirax  beloved  brothe: 
Paul,  also  according  to  the  wisdom  given  unto  him  hath  written  unto  you." 

Peter  says,  "even  Paul  told  you  what  I  have  been  telling  you."  Paul's  letters 
had  been  circulated  to  the  early  church.  There  were  probably  many,  many  more 
letters  in  existence  then  than  have  been  uncovered  and  that  we  presently  know 
0f  m     Peter  was  refer ing  to  xbxxkx  the  same  letters  you  and  I  can  read  from 
Paul;  Galatians,  Ephesians,  Philippians,  Colossians,  Dorinthians.  All  of 
these  letters  had  probably  been  written  by  this  time.   KxmxxkxdxaxxKZiix 
It  is  most  likely  that  Paul  was  already  dead,  having  been  martyred  for  his 
faith  and  Peter  would  shortly  be  executed  as  well.  Notice  that  Peter  speaks 
of  Paul  as  "Our  beloved  brother."  Here  again  is  that  affectionate  term, 
"beloved"  meaning  once  again,  someone  who  is  very  near  and  dear  to  the  heart. 
Someone  who  is  loved. 

But  Peter  gives  Paul  the  stamp  of  approval  as  a  man  speaking  for  God  because 
he  says,  "Also  according  to  the  wisdom  given  unto  him  hath  written  unto  you." 
He  is  not  saying  that  the  words  written  by  Paul  were  of  his  own  doing.  In- 
stead, he  is  saying  that  this  message,  "this  wisdom"  was  given  unto  him. 
He  means  by  this  that  it  came  from  God.  It  wasn't  something  he  learned  in 
Church  letter  writing  I  in  the  Jerusalem  seminary.  It  wasn(t  man's  learning 
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or  teaching  tie  had  absorbed  and  was  passing  on.  It  came  from  God  and  as  be  was 
inspired  by  God,  so  he  wrote.  And  it  wa3  in  this  authority  alone  that  he  wrote. 
N_<f  Peter  comes  back  to  a  subject  he  had  spoken  on  once  before.  He  says  in  verse 
16,  "As  alee  in  his  epistles,  speaking  in  them  xkasK  of  these  things,  in  which 
are  some  things  hard  to  be  understood."  The  things  Peter  is  speaking  of  here 
axe  about  the  Second  Coming  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  man  of  sin,  apostacy,  Justifies 
at ion,  faith  and  so  on.  In  other  words  the  fundamentals  of  the  faith.  Some  of 
the  writings  of  Paul  are  very  deep  Theologically  and  to  the  average  person  may 
be  hard  to  understand.  But  Peter  points  out  once  again  that  these  things  writter 
by  Paul  and  hard  to  understand  have  been  in  the  hands  of  some  people  and  he  says 
of  them,  "tfhi¥h  they  that  are  unlearned  and  unstable  wrest,  as  they  do  other 
scriptures  unto  their  own  destruction."  What  he  is  saying  is  that  there  are 
some  people  who  are  unlearned.  He  means  they  are  unschooled  in  Theology,  or  the 
things  of  God  and  they  have  taken  the  words  of  Paul  and  twisted  them  to  say  what 
they  want  them  to  say.  The  Greek  word  here  for  wrest  is  a  very  strong  word.  It 
means,  "to  twist,  to  distort."  It  was  used  to  speak  of  an  instrument  of  torture. 
One  such  instnument  was  the  rack.  It  was  on  the  rack  that  the  body  was  twisted, 
and  limbs  were  dislocated  or  thrown  out  of  joint.  t>o  when  Peter  says  these  peo- 

\e  who  were  unlearned  and  unstable  wrested  these  scriptures ,  he  is  saying  they 
rwisted  them  out  of  context  to  say  what  they  wanted  them  to  say.  Peter  also  adds 
that  they  not  only  did  it  with  Paul's  words,  but  with  ALL  Scripture.  They  took 
the  Old  Testament  Scriptures  which  were  available  then  and  twisted  them  to  suit 
their  purposes  also.  But  it  is  also  interesting  to  note  that  Peter  classifies 
Paul's  writings  at  that  time  in  the  early  church  alongside  of  the  other  accepted 
Scriptures  as  being  on  a  par  with  them.  So  here  Peter  is  speaking  against  falea 
teachers,  false  leaders,  heretics.  And  he  gives  a  warning  in  the  17th  verse. 
He  says,  "Ye  therefore,  beloved,  seeing  thatvye  know  these  things  before,  be- 
ware lest  ye»  also,  being  led  away  withcthe  error  of  the  wicked,  fall  from  your 
own  steadfastness."  The  warning  here  is  to  be  on  the  alert  which  is  what  the 
word  MbewareMraeant.  It  was  a  military  term  and  m  spoke  of  being  watchful  and 
alert.  If  the  believer  is  alert  or  aware  to  the  dangers  of  listening  to  false 
teachers,  he  will  not  fall  into  the  trap  of  the  evil  men.  Rib  walk  with  the 
Lord  will  be  true  and  he  will  remain  secure,  or  steadfast. 

Now  Peter  comes  to  the  close  of  his  letter.  First  he  gives  some  parting  advice 
for  all  believers  and  then  he  gives  a  benediction.  The  benediction  is  a  bless- 

\ng  ascribing  to  Jesus  Christ,  the  power  and  the  glory  forever  and  ever.  The 
advice  is  what  every  Christian  should  look  at  and  work  at  developing.  He  says, 
"But  grow  in  grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ." 
Reversing  the  order  of  these  words,  to  grow  in  knowledge  is  to  gain  a  deeper 
understanding  of  Him  and  His  redemption.  We  cannot  do  this  without  growth  and 
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in  order  to  grow  we  must  have  knowledge.  The  two  are  intertwined  and  cannot  be 
s«">arated.  A  true  Christian  is  a  growing  Christian.  But  unfortunately  the  zkxx 
church  of  Jesus  Christ  is  full  of  infant  Christiana  because  they  have  never 
grown  and  developed.  They  came  to  Christ,  accepted  His  gilt  of  salvation  and 
that  is  wherecthey  have  remained.  Many,  many  of  these  people  have  been  members 
of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  for  20,  30,  40  years  or  more. 

What  Peter  is  saying  is  that  the  growing  process  must  go  on  or  life  is  static. 
And  life  is  never  static.  Everything  in  the  universe  keeps  changing,  degenerat- 
ing or  being  renewed.  The  same  is  true  in  the  Spiritual  realm.  If  we  look  at 
what  Peter  is  saying  and  apply  it  to  the  life  of  a  child,  or  think  of  a  Christ iai 
as  being  a  child,  we  can  see  that  it  takes  several  things  for  that  child  to  de- 
velop. 

First  the  child  must  be  fed.  Growth  cannot  take  place  unless  feeding  takes 
place,  -"or  the  Christian  infant,  feeding  comes  from  God's  Word.  The  believer 
must  feed  on  God's  Word.  Not  just  hear  it  when  the  preacher  uses  his  Bible  on 
Sunday  morning.  But  use  his  own  Bible  every  day  and  let  God  feed  Him  from  His 
Word.  Tou  wouldn't  take  a  new  born  baby  and  feed  him  when  he  was  born  and  ex- 
pect that  feeding  to  last  unto  he  became  21  and  could  fetch  for  himself.  Yet, 
*\is  is  what  many  believers  expect  to  happen  in  their  lives.  Feeding  is  not 
automatic,  nor  is  it  to  be  done  by  the  Sunday  morning  worship  only.  It  must 
come  about  by  some  effort  on  the  part  of  eaeh  believer.  Are  you  feeding  your 
life  and  soul  on  God's  Word?  If  not,  why  not? 

The  second  thing  a  Christian  child  must  have  is  exercise.  Again  you  wouldn't 
let  a  baby  just  fetch  for  itself  and  never  move  it  or  coax  it  along  to  crawl  and 
walk  andxmove.  let  this  is  what  many  believers  do.  Proper  exercise  is  to  be 
about  Christian  seSvice.  It  means  an  obedient  walk  with  the  Lord.  Seeking  to 
serve  Him  wherever  and  whenever  possible.  Are  you  exercising  yourself  in  the 
Lord's  work?  Or  are  you  like  so  many  others  who  may  attend  all  sorts  of  Bible 
study  groups  and  prayer  meetings  and  yet  never  seek  to  lead  one  of  your  own  so 
others  may  grow? 

Another  thing  the  Christian  child  must  have  is  to  be  able  to  — nodaodf  have 
communication.  The  believer  needs  to  be  in  conversation  with  his  heavenly 
Father.  He  needs  to  be  in  prayer  and  not  just  when  he  is  in  dire  need.  He 
needs  to  develop  being  able  to  speak  to  God.  Could  you  speak  to  God  right  now 
if  you  were  called  upon  to  do  so?  If  not,  why  not?  Can  you  talk  to  someone  on 
\he   telephone?  Then  why  can't  you  speak  to  God? 

And  then  a  Christian  child  needs  a  friend.  Who  would  that  friend  be? 
A  contest  was  held  in  London  for  the  best  definition  of  a  friend.  One  of  the 
two  entries  considered  to  be  the  winners  stated:  "A  friend  is  one  who  comes  in 
when  the  whole  world  has  gone  out."  Have  you  ever  been  to  the  place  where  it 
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seemed  as  though  there  wasn't  anyone  in  the  world  who  cared  anything  about 
vou?  Have  you  found  the  friend  that  Solomon  in  Proverbs  says,  "Sticketh 
closer  than  a  brother?  Peter  knew  that  friend  and  it  was  one  of  the  other 
two  disciples  who  shared  some  of  the  most  intimate  moments  with  Jesus  along 
with  Peter,  who  wrote  of  what  this  friend  said  to  them.  In  the  uospel  of  ''ohn 
chapter  15  rwading  verse  15  through  15  we  read,  "Greater  love  hath  no  man  than 
this,  that  a  man  lay  down  his  life  for  his  friends.  Ye  are  my  friends,  if  ye 
do  whatever  I  command  you.  Hencefoeth  I  call  you  not  servants;  for  the  ser- 
vant knoweth  not  what  his  master  doeth:  but  I  have  called  you  friends;  for  all 
things  that  I  have  heard  of  my  Father  I  have  made  known  unto  you."  Jesus 
Christ  is  the  best  friend  every  believer  should  have.  Can  you  call  ^im  your 
best  friend  today?  If  you  can't,  you  don't  know  ftim  as  your  Lord  and  Saviour, 
because  that's  exactly  what  makes  Him  anyone's  best  friend.  This  is  why  Peter 
can  close  this  letter  with  the  words,  "To  Him  be  glory  both  now  and  forever. 
Amen.  Can  you  make  that  affirmation  today? 


August     28,      1983 


WE  AT  CALVARY  CHAPEL  WELCOME  YOU!  If  you  are  visiting 
us  today,  we  trust  the  God  of  peace  will  give  you  the 
peace  that  passes  all  understanding.  We  are  here  to 
serve  you,  Please  fill  out  the  card  found  in  the 
holder  in  front  of  you  and  place  it  in  the  offering 
basket.  Your  pastor  is  Vernon  Anderson  and  he  can  be 
reached    by   phone    at    any   time    at    833-4347    or   054-2858. 


*************** 
SUNDAY   SCHOOL 

CLASSES   FOR   ALL   AGES 
*************************** 


********** 
9:30  A.M. 


MORNING   WORSHIP 


10:45  A.M. 


Psalm   95:1-6 


PRELUDE 

CALL   TO  WORSHIP 

*  HYMN  #311 

*  INVOCATION 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
TESTIMONY 
MINISTRY  IN  MUSIC 
HOLY  SCRIPTURE 
OFFERING 

*  DOXOLOGY  ANO  PRAYER 

*  HYMN  #255 
PASTORAL  PRAYER 


Quiet  Meditation 

Pastor  Vernon  Anderson 

Blessed  Assurance 


Mr.  Fred  Leffler 
Mrs.  Betsy  Clay 

Mark  5:21-43 


He  Hideth  My  Soul 


PASTOR  RALPH  LINK 

*  HYMN  #  394 

*  BENEDICTION 

*  POSTLUDE 

*  Congregation   stands 


***** 


God ' s  Payday 
Make  Me  a  Blessing 


GRSETERS 
HEAD  USHER 


Mr.  &  Mrs.  Reno  Fraelich 
Mr.  Richard  Leffler 


YOU  CAN  PRAY  WITHOUT  WORSHIPPING, 
BUT 
-  ,7  YOU  CANNOT  WORSHIP  WITHOUT  PRAYING, 


CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 


AUGUST  29 

7 

1 30 

F'M 

AUGUST  30 

6: 

30 

m 

AUGUST  30 

7 

:30 

PM 

SEPTEMBER 

1 

7 

30 

PM 

SEPTEMBER 

4 

SEPTEMBER 

7 

7; 

:00 

PM 

SEPTEMBER 

10 

SEPTEMBER 

11 

'.;  PTI  Vf'l  R 

ia 

Board  Meeting  at  the  church 
Youth  Group  meet  at  church 
Prayer  Meeting  at  the  church 
Bible  Study  at  the  church 
Vernon  Anderson  ministering 
First  choir  rehearsal 
First  day  of  Yankee  Peddler 
Rev.  Finley  Hunter  preaching 
Vernon  Anderson  ministering 
Special  Communion 


NURSERY  WORKERS 

TODAY i      Eileen  Matako#  Mary  Ann  Garber,  Marianne 

Phipps,  and  Andrea  Robinson 
NEXT  WEEK:  Lynne  Pahlen,  Jennifer  Becker,  Sandy  Robin- 
son, and  Lynn  Fraelich 

IN  THE  PULPIT 

We  welcome  Rev.  Ralph  Link  to  our  pulpit  this  morning. 
Our  Brother  is  presently  the  pastor  of  St.  Paul's 
United  Church  of  Christ  where  he  has  ministered  the 
Word  of  God  for  the  past  10  years.   He  graduated 
from  the  Lancaster  Theological  Seminary  in  May,  1974. 
We  trust  the  congregation,  Pastor  Link  and  the  Lord 
will  be  blessed  in  our  service  today. 

NEW  EXCITEMENT 

We  are  seeing  real  growth  in  our  Sunday  School.  Our 

adult  Sunday  School  class  is  abounding,  but  there  is 

room  for  all.   Soon  we'll  be  adding  new  classes. 
"Welcome  aboard!" 

THE  LAST  OF  PAUL'S  LETTERS 

We  are  studying  one  chapter  of  II  Timothy  each  Thurs- 
day at  the  church.   Read  the  second  chapter  a  few 
times  this  week  before  Thursday  and  join  us. 


WE  ALL  PRAY  EVERY  TUESDAY  EVERYWHERE 

Each  Tuesday  has  been  set  aside  as  prayer  day  fop 
Calvary  Chapel.   Try  to  meet  with  us  at  7:30  p.m.  at 
the  church,  but  if  this  is  not  convenient,  meet  us  at 
the  throne  of  Grace  wherever  you  are* 

i  ; 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler ,  Pennsylvania 
Sixteenth  Sunday  After  Pentecost    September  11,  1983 
The  Rev,  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mr.  Harry  Cunningham,  Musical  Director 
Mr.  Roland  Thompson,  Saxophonist 
+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  tt  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude   "How  Blest  Are  They  Who  Hear  God's  Word"    Krieger 
"E-Major"  Kuhnau 

•Hymn  No.  322  "When  Horning  Gilds  the  Skies" 
•Ascription 
•Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "0  Lord,  whose  way  is  perfect, 
help  ua,  we  pray  thee,  always  to  trust  in  thy  goodness; 
that,  walking  with  thee  and  following  thee  in  all 
simplicity,  we  may  possess  quiet  and  contented  minds, 
and  may  cast  all  our  care  upon  thee,  for  thou  carest 
for  us;  for  the  sake  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,   Amen." 
•Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon 
•Praise 

•Pastor:  Blessed  be  the  Lord  God! 
•People:   And  blessed  be  His  Glorious  Name  forever 
•Gloria  Patri 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

JoyB,  ConcernB,  Prayer  Requests 
Hymn  No.  591    "Just  a  Closer  Walk  with  Thee" 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit 
Pastor:  Let  us  Pray 
Prayer 
offering 

Offertory   "Jesus  Loves  Me"  Bradbury/Debussy 

•Doxology    382 

•Scripture:         1  John  1:1-4 
Sermon       "Joint  -participation:  Preface" 
•Closing  Hymn  No.  114   "Wonderful  grace  of  Jesus" 
Benediction 

Pop^tude:   Now,  the  Hour  of  Worship  O'er"       Bach 
1 


The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altai-  have  been  placed  by 
Mrs.Grace  Riddle  in  loving  memory  of  her  "Husband" 

Serving  as  Ushers  today  ares  •Virginia  Mangel,  Marie 
Henry,  Nancy  Dellen,  Karen  Link. 

Elder  and  Mrs.  Donald  Kennedy  will  greet  the  Congregation 
aL  the  door  this  morning. 
^-Hospitalized:   Lucille  Tack,  Alvin  Shakely  /■W'-  £s£4£>. 

Roland  Thompson  and  Harry  Fry  will  be  visiting  the 
Hospital  this  week  -  plus  a  shut-in  and  an  non-attend- 
ing person.  Please  pick  up  the  information  on  Baa's 
desk, 

Nursery  will  be  provided  today 

Tuesday  and  Thurs.  -  Aerobics  in  Rehoboth  Hall  from 
6-3  each  day . 

Wed.  -  14  -  7:30  P.M.  Women's  fellowship  annual  business 
meeting  for  ALL  the  women  of  the  church.  In  lieu  of 
their  Sept,  meeting  the  Circle  members  are  asked  to 
attend  this  joint  meeting.  There  will  be  business, 
refreshments  and  fellowship.  Hope  to  see  some  new 
faces  from  the  congregation. 

Tuesday.  Oct.  11  -  Soup  and  Salad  Day.  We  need  lots  of 
tomatoes  now  to  can.  Later  on  we  need  carrots  and 
onions.  Contact  Lois  Stokes. 
^.Wednesday  -  7:00  P.M.  Chancel  Choir  rehearsals  resume 
New  recruits  are  welcome  as  well. 

Thursday  -  7:00  -  Budget  and  Finance  meeting. 

Week  from  Monday  (Sept.  19  -  Fred  Soop  from  Pittsburgh 
Communications  Systems  will  be  here  to  meet  with  those 
punning  the  P.  A.  System.   (7:00  P.M.)  Please  make 
plans  to  attend  if  you  are  Interested  in  the  System, 

Coming  III!  September  25  -  Congregational  Dinner  here 
at  the  Church  -  St 30  P.M. 

We  would  like  to  thank  the  Congregation  for  their  Prayers, 

Cards  and  words  of  Sympathy  during  the  passing  of  Mrs. 

Catherine  Rtemer.  Your  thoughts  were  greatly  appreciated 

Paul  HIemer  Family 

Needed!  Eye  appealing  hand-i-craft  and  baked  goods 

for  the  Sassaar  table.  October  11th  will  be  here  before 

you  know  it. 
Next  Sunday  is  open  for  Altar  Floweru  -  Contact  Bea. 


John's  letters:  explanation  of  them  by  Dr.  Glenn  Barker 
professor  of  Christian  Origins,  Fuller; 
page  293,  Vol  12,  Expositors  Bib.  Comm. 

They  insist  that  true  Christian! faith  requires  knowing 
that  Jesus  the  Christ  came  in  human  flesh,  lived  a  human 
life,  and  died  in  the  flesh.  But  the  evidence  of  that 
faith  is  measured  by  the  genuineness  of  one's  Christian 
lifestyle,  not  so  much  by  what  one  "knows."  The  knowledge 
that  God  is  light  is  tested  by  whether  one  walks  in  that 
light  and  obeys  God's  commands.  The  knowledge  that  God  is 
righteous  is  tested  by  whether  one  lives  righteously  as 
befits  one  born  of  God.  The  knowledge  that  God  is  love  is 
tested  by  whether  one  loves  fellow-believers  even  as  one 
loves  God.  The  single  but  radical  requirement  for  love 
and  obedience  in  John's  letters  recalls  the  simplicity  of 
Jesus'  own  teaching  and  the  radical  response  He  required 
of  those  who  would  follow  nim.  The  ability  of  these  let- 
ters to  recall  to  the  church  its  origins  and  cause  it  to 
her   afresh  the  word  of  Him  who  came  in  the  flesh  has  pre- 
sets a  special  place  for  them  in  the  life  and  devotion  of 
the  church. 


Questions  on  1  John: 


What  can  I  do  if  I  sin  as  a  Christian? 

What  does  it  mean  to  walk  in  the  light? 

What  does  it  mean  to  be  worldly? 

When  am  I  acting  in  a  worldly  way? 

How  can  I  know  that  I  am  a  child  of  God  right  now? 

What  happens  when  I  pray:  does  God  really  hear? 

What  should  I  do  if  a  friend  of  mine  falls  into  sin? 

Does  it  mean  he  is  not  a  Christian? 

How  can  I  help  him? 


Scripture:  1  John  1:1-*to  4- 

Ipf   Jn  lik  4po  P  concern  bout  erly  Xpian  Ch  wat  hapn 
ch  Din  exist  almos  60yr  wen  Jn  wrot  1st  letr=85-90AD 
J-  bout  80  yr  old 

Jn  ^os  James, &.  they  sons  Zebdee  sucees  fish  busnes 
era  name  Sons  Th-andr ,  Bcuz  want  cal  fire  hvn  peop  no 
Bliev  in  Jsjwant  place  rt/left  Jsjthey  ambitus/volti 
Js  singl  Jn  as  favrit;no  desert  othrs,jus  specil 

3cam  know-Apos  of  Luv  thru  writings  &.   Jn  liv  examp  wa 

Js  can  do  lif  of  man; Chang  from  ambitus, self-centr, 

irolatile  persn, 2  tends, luv, sensitiv  man 
liv  Jerus  w/Mary  Js  tnothr  til  deth,destruct  Jeru  70 
mov  2  Ephesua  involv  ch  &  writ  lettr  circulat  ther 

3pok  warn  hersys  tak  >lac  that  time;produc  paganiz 

Spian  church ;was  also  writ  last  Days  of  ch  lik  P 
Heresy=not  lys,hut  truth  twist , pervert; tak  doctrine 
Jk   mak  sutnthin  untrue  of  it=Examp=Mo:rms,J  Witnesses 

peop  erly  Ch.raany  ldrs,t-ik  doctrin  pervert ,warp,&  tak 

rawy  Blievrs  from  cb.forrn  own  eommunitys  of  ^lievrs 
Jn  deep, luv  Js  aot  aho  peop  ch  that  day,futur  day, 
the  tru  doctrines  regard  Js  Xp. 

(Bxamp  Dr,  Glenn  Barker  explain  letters  o|  John) 

Individ  may  need  to  ask  sum  questins  B4  Ik  them, 

(Questions  ■  readcthem) 
1  thing  Jn  emphasis  this  letter  &  exampl  may  help: 

(Illus  man  always  catch  fish.eardn  &  get  involv) 
This  wher  anyl  any  cong  Ch  Js  Xp  find  self ;as  memhr 
hav  def  choic;eithr  sit  bak,hol  sputr  fus  in  laps  as 
it  were  &  daxKKfckxK^ax  hold  all  power  availhl  &  do 
n<  -,in/or,tak  powr  St  use  it  &  C  wat  Js  Xp  can  fe  wil 
do  in  &  thru  us 

1st  4  vss,1st  3  Isentenc  &  as  read  lik  poem  writ  by 

poet  or  musician 
it  in  butiful,metricl  styl  lik  Psalm, or  hymn-Raad 

vs  1a=Wat  Jn  mean  by  Begin?-Goapl  Jn  1:1-2 
may  think  Jn  spk  merly  begin  nu  lif  of  Js  Xp,but  no 
Jn  ty  Js  Xp  wAeg  creatin  &  word  ty  Gen  1:1=IS  THE 
BEGINNING  God,  say  here-IN  BEGIN  WAS  THE  WORD 
WORD  Jn's  identy  Js  8=  identfy  w/God 

pt  out  Js  was  w/G  from  begin«Js  &  G  R  1-ONE 
Thoz  Jews  audienc  understud  Jn  mor  fully  Bcue  in  05 
Scrips  G  stud  4  authorty;9en  read«G  3ed,mean  He  spok 
it  His  Word, authroty, majesty, His  mite;He  spok  &  thin 
h»-->pn;G  spok  &.   Js  was  reveal  that  Word 

identfy  Js  w/Creator  show  1nce  agin  Deity  &  now 
try  2sho  human  being  in  human  body 
Say»Hav  herd=use  persnl  pro«l\TE«not-I=Bcuz  includ  all 
othrs  KH7  perhap  herd  as  well  &  wil  cum  that  littl 
while 

L 


J.A  oau^x  uoi 


but  no  stop  at  hear«sed=Seen  w/our  eyesjno  ghost, 
specter, real  persn 
wo.'  "  Seen  is  H0RA0-2C,hav  visin.but  also  mean  undersi 
kno  wat  C;no  jus  Ik  but  registr  by  eyes  wat  C  &  comp] 
underat  Who  he  Ik  at  8c  C 
A   >Which  we  Ik  upon=Gr  looked-THEAOMAI=vu  atnntivly 
2Bnold,2contemplat  &  from  word  deriv  Kng-Theater 
Jn  spk  Js  B  Ik  upon,Bhol  as  spectcl, perform  out  ord 
Add=hands  handi=refer  B  able  handl  Js=Hesurectin  app 
Jn  go  thru  sens=hear  ,3ee  &   touch  St  now  spk  of  As  Wor 
Logos  is  Word  in  Gr  &  it  authortativ  1;G  in  flesh  & 
mak  clear  wat  Js  waa  &   is 
vs  ?-Manifest-PHANEROO»engl  word=Phenomenom  a  Gr  mea 
mak  visibl,2  mak  known-Jn  say-sumthin  mysterius, 
unexplainbl  Bcum  vi3ibl,abl  2B  seen, known, undBrstud 
Wat  is  that  phenomenom?.sG  cum  2erth  form  human, 
aum1  all  identfy  with 
Jn  say-Eteml  lif=nean  this  persn  fthis  lif  is  AIOHIOS 
a,  moan  w/out  Begin  or  end,alway  bin,wilB=eternl 

That  persn  Deity  in  flesh, G  incarnate 
&  now  3rd  vs  theme  entir  lettr=Read 
Fellowship=expl;no  meal, get  2gether=word  KOINONIA, 
mean»common,1persn  hav  joint-participatin  w/nothr 
in  sumthin  posses  by  both=exampl«Marriag  2peop  life 
IS  sharing  Xpian  lif ,experienc  w/ever  Xpian 
Jn  eary  furthr»vs  3B-not  jus  w/otbr  ipian  but  G  &  Js 
it  luv  wat  They  luv, hate  wat  They  hite,shar  this  in 
relatship  specil, rest  Their  luv 
vs  4=reasn  4go  detail  Prefac 
Want  everl  2kno,especii  tboz  tru  ^piana  can  hav  Joy 
tb'"  s  relatship, but  also  Joy  mayB  complet/full  this 
1: 
Unblievr  Ik  worl  &  has  no  meaning; 
Blievr  Ik  &  tho  hav  imperfectins, Xpian  find  meaning 
&  purpos  41if  &  Byon  wilB  Joy  of  Glory  w/God 
That  jnint-patticipwat  evr  Blievr  shud  &  duz  hav 
But  unfortunatly  in  ^-pianty  ther  many  Blievrs  no  awar 
Keep  try  work  2keep  G's  gud  graces, or  get  2hvn 
All  taks  let  go  8=  let  S  shar  all  has  4-them  in/thr  J 
(Illus  famly  &  pikup  stray  kittn) 
Hav  U  seen  that  nail  scar  hand? 
RU  strugl  w/ttr  walk  of  faith? 
Stop  strugl  2day,rite  now  2rest  in  His  care 
Let  us  ask  Him  2mak  ea  us  awar  that  Joint-participatii 
which  ours  ea  moment, ea  day  &.  then  let  us  go  4th 
w/t   t  Joy  which  ours  &  which  G  wants  2B  ful  in  our 
liva. 


"Joint-participation:  Preface" 

Scripture:  1  John  1:1-4*  4 

T   Apostle  John,  like  the  Apostle  Peter  was  concerned  about  the  early  Christian 
Church  and  what  was  happening  to  it.  JttaiaHXxfeSxxesrx  The  church  had  been  in  ex- 
istencea^^|  60  years  when  John  wrote  this  first  letter.  It  was  written  around 
85  to  90  A.D.   John  was  about  80  years  old. 

John  was  the  brother  of  James  and  they  were  the  sons  of  Zebedee  a  man  who  had  a 
successful  fishing  business  in  Galilee.  He  had  other  employees  besides  his  sons, 
These  were  the  two  disciples  who  earned  the  nickname ,  "Sons  of  thunder"  because 
of  their  ambitious  and  volatile  actions.  At  one  point  in  i esus'  minsitry  He 
sent  messengers  to  a  Samaritan  village  to  make  preparations  for  His  coming  and 
the  people  their  were  not  very  receptive.   John  and  James  asked  Inn  that  they 
might  fee  able  to  call  fire  down  from  heaven  to  destroy  them  like  Elijah  once  did. 
It  was  John  and  James  who  had  their  mother  ask  for  a  place  of  importance  on  the 
right  and  left  hands  of  Jesus  in  glory.  But  John  was  the  disciple  that  somehow 
Jesus  singled  out  as  His  favorite.  It  didn't  mean  that  He  loved  him  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  the  others,  but  that  He  seemed  to  take  a  special  interest  in  him. 
And  it  was  this  same  disciple  who  became  known  through  his  writings  as  "The 
;   stle  of  love."  John  xh  was  a  living  example  of  what  Jesus  can  do  in  th ^  life 
of  a  man.  Jesus  changed  him  from  an  ambitious,  volatile,  self-centered  person 
to  a  tender,  loving,  sensitive  man. 

John  lived  in  Jerusalem  and  according  to  tradition,  took  Jesus'  mother  Mary  to 
live  with  him  following  the  crmcifixion.  Following  her  death  and  the  destructioi 
of  Jerusalem  by  the  Romans  in  70  A.D.  he  left  Jerusalem  and  took  up  residence  in 
Ephesus.  He  joined  in  the  work  of  the  early  church  there  and  this  is  actually 
why  he  wrote  these  letters .  The  letters  were  written  at  Ephesus  and  circulated 
in  the  individualt  congregations  there.  They  spoke  of  and  warned  against  the 
heresies  which  were  taking  place  at  that  time.  John,  like  Peter  also  wrote  of 
the  deterioration  of  the  Church  in  the  last  days.  But  the  immediate  need  was  to 
warn  the  people  in  the  church  that  these  heresies  were  producing  a  pagainized 
formm  of  Christianity.  MfadaanaPEfaadtanj  We  pointed  out  before  that  a  heresy  is 
not  completely  wrong  teaching  or  doctrine.  What  it  is,  is  truth  which  is  twiste< 
and  distorted.  It  is  teaching  or  doctrine  that  takes  a  basic  truth  and  twists 
or  perverts  it.  This  is  what  the  Jehovah's  Witnesses,  the  Mormons  and  other 
cults  are  presently  doing  in  the  church  today.  But  what  had  happened  in  the 
u,  rly  church  is  that  people  who  were  Christians  within  the  church  began  sub- 
stituting their  own  ideas  for  the  truth.  They  were  taking  Aaaixxaax  the  doc* 
trines  of  the  church  and  teaching  their  own  ideas  and  theories  of  them. 
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But  the  people  within  the  church  who  were  strong  on  the  truth  resisted  these 

teachings  and  so  those  who  were  heretics  pulled  out.  But  as  they  pulled  out 

.hey  were  luring  and  enticing  others  to  become  a  part  of  their  separation. 

Unfortunately,  many  were  being  lured  away  into  the  lies  and  deceits  B*  which 

heresy  always  brings  with  it.  ^o  John,  with  his  deep,  deep  love  of  Jesus 

sought  to  show  the  people  within  the  church  of  that  day  and  the  church  of  the 

future,  leading  right  up  to  the  latter  days  the  true  doctrines  a±  regarding 

Jesus  Christ.  This  is  what  Dr.  Glenn  W.  Barker  professor  of  Christian  origins 

at  Fuller  Theological  Seminary  says  about  these  letters; (Illus  of  this). 

As  we  look  at  what  John  has  to  say  in  this  first  letter  and  the  succeeding 

other  two  letters  there  are  some  questions  which  are  answered.  Perhaps  we 

xndividually  .  .  .  *.._*.  4.^  «.—   r> 

need  to  look  at  them  and  ask  which  are  important  to  fcftfc  me? 

(Questions  from  Word  Bible  Handbook,  page  792) 

There  is  one  thing  which  John  emphasizes  in  this  letter  and  perhapB  we  can 

best  illustrate  it  by  the  following  example:  (Illustration  of  man  always 
catching  fish?  method  used;  gamw  warden  and  being  involved) 
This  is  where  anyone  within  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ  finds  himself.  As  a 
member  of  a  congregation  we  have  a  definite  choice.  The  choice  is  to  sit  back 
in  the  congregation  with  all  of  the  power  available  to  us,  holding  the  sputter- 
;ng  fuse  in  our  laps  as  it  were,  and  do  nothing.  Or,  we  can  take  that  power 
and  use  it  and  see  what  Jesus  Christ  can  and  will  do  in  and  through  us. 
As  John  begins  this  writing  we  see  that  in  these  first  4  verses,  the  first  5 
are  one  sentence.  As  we  read  that  sentence  it  is  much  like  reading  something 
a  poet  or  a  musician  has  written.  It  is  in  a  very  beautiful  metrical  sjryle 
much  like  reading  a  Psalm  or  the  words  of  a  hymn,   (Read  first  3  verses). 
Vs  1a=John  starts  by  going  back  to  the  beginning.  But  what  does  he  mean  by, 
"That  which  was  from  the  beginning?"  If  we  look  at  the  prologue  of  John's 
Gospel  we  see  a  very  close  similarity,  (read  John  1:1-2. 

Now  it  may  seem  that  in  this  instance  John  is  speaking  merely  of  the  beginning 
of  the  life  of  Jesus  Christ.  But  this  is  not  the  case.  John  is  tieing  Jesus 
Christ  with  the  very  beginning  of  creation.  His  words  are  tied  together  with 
Genesis  1:1,  where  we  read,  "ffin  the  beginning  God."  Here  he  says,  "In  the  be- 
ginning was  the  Word."  Srtxwrroaixjra  "The  Word"  is  John's  identity  of  Jesus 
and  it  meant  His  identification  with  God.  It  points  out  that  Jesus  was  with 
God  from  the  very  beginning  and  points  Jesus  out  that  Jesus  and  God  are  "ONE." 
Those  of  John's  audience  who  were  Jewish  understood  this  more  fully  perhaps 
-  because  in  the  Old  Testament  Scriptures  God  stood  for  authority.  Throughout 
much  of  the  first  chapter  of  Genesis  we  read,  "And  God  said."  This  is  God's 
spoken  Word.  It  shows  His  authority,  His  might,  His  Majesty.  God  spoke  and 

things  happened.  God  spoke  and  Jesus  was  and  ia  the  revelation  of  that  Word. 
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John  has  identified  Jesus  with  the  creator  showing  once  again  His  Deity.  So 
now  he  tries  to  show  His  being  human,  in  a  human  body.   He  says,  "Which  we  have 

mrd."  John  is  saying  that  he  personally  heard  Jesus  Christ  speak.  But  he 
uses  the  personal  pronoun  "We,"  instead  of  "I."  The  reason  being  that  John 
kb±  wants  all  of  his  hearers  and  readers  to  be  involved  in  this  letter.  We  wil3 
come  to  that  in  a  little  while.  But  if  he  said,  "I  heard,"  that  separates  him 
from  the  others  and  he  is  witnessing  to  something  of  which  only  he  had  a  part. 
But  it  is  also  possible  there  were  some  in  that  early  church  who  had  also  seen 
and  heard  Jesus  and  when  John  says,  "Wo  heard,"  they  too  can  say" that' a  right, 
I  heard  Jesus  speak."  But  John  doesn't  let  it  just  stop  at  hearing,  he  says, 
"Whivh  we  have  seen  with  our  eyes."  John  and  others  max  visibly  saw  Jesus 
in  the  flesh.  This  spoarates  Jesus  from  some  specter  or  ghost  or  spirit.  But 
John  uses  two  words  here  for  seeing.  xxxra  First  he  says,  "Which  we  have  seen 
with  our  eyes."  The  word  here  for  seeing  is  "HORAO."  The  word  not  only  means 
"to  see,  have  vision,"  but  it  also  means  that  he  understood  what  he  was  seeing. 
It  was  not  just  looking,  but  it  was  understanding  what  was  being  registered  by 
his  eyes.  It  was  the  complete  understanding  of  "Who"  he  was  looking  at  and 

seeing. 

Now  John  adds  to  this,  "Which  we  have  looked  upon."  The  word  here  for  "lloked" 

t   SiS^ttS  THEAOMAI  and  it  means,  "to  view  attentively,  to  behold,  to  contem- 
plate." It  is  from  this  word  that  we  derive  our  english  word  "theater."  John 
is  speaking  of  Jesus  being  looked  upon,  hefeeld  as  a  spectacle,  or  like  a  per- 
formance which  was  out  of  the  ordinary,  unusual. 

So  now  he  adds,  "And  our  hands  have  handled."  He  is  referring  to  being  able  to 
touch  Jesus  and  perhaps  he  is  referring  specifically  to  the  time  when  Jesus 
arose  from  the  grave  and  told  the  disciples  to  touch  Him  and  xkkx±xx»iexm*xxjih* 
determine  fou  themselvesxthat  He  was  flesh  and  frlood.   John  has  gone  through 
the  senses  of  sight,  hearing  and  touch  and  now  he  refers  to  Him  as  "The  Word 
of  life."  In  this  brief  prologue,  John  has  spoken  of  the  God  who  creates  and 
wrnxxfiemm  who  has  been  in  existence  from  the  very  beginning.  Now  he  speaks  of 
this  God  who  has  come  a^iong  us  and  is  "The  Word,"  the  Logos  in  Greek,  and  it 
is  the  authorative  One.  God  in  the  flesh  and  John  makes  it  clear  that  this  is 
what  Jesus  was  and  is. 

But  then  he  wants  to  explain  this  further  and  have  the  people  understand  com? 
pletely  who  He  was.  So  he  says,  "For  the  life  was  manifested."  The  word 
"manifested"  is  "PHANEROO"  to  "make  visible,  or  to  make  known.  It  is  from  this 

*eek  word  that  we  get  our  English  word  "Phenomenom."  So  what  John  is  saying 
is  that  something  mysterious  and  unexplainable  has  become  visible,  able  to  be 
known,  and  seen,  and  understood.   What  would  that  Phenomenom  be?  God  coming  tc 
earth  in  the  form  of  a  human;  someone  we  can  all  identify  with. 


John  says,  "And  we  have  seen  it,  and  bear  witness,  and  shew  unto  you  that 
eternal  life,  which  was  with  the  Father,  and  was  manifested  unto  us."  John 

-iterates  what  he  has  said  before  in  another  way.   This  life,  a  person,  John 
describes  with  the  Greek  word"AIONIOS"  which  means  "withoutbeginning  or  ending, 
that  which  is,  always  has  been,  and  always  will  be,  eternal."  So  he  is  saying 
that  person  which  he  is  revealing,  that  human  being  is  Deity  in  flesh.  God  in- 
carnate. 

Bo  now  that  John  has  taken  definite  steps  to  assure  his  listeners  and  readers 
of  what  he  is  talking  about,  he  finally  comes  to  the  theme  of  the  entire  letter 
as  he  relates  in  the  3rd  verse.   He  says,  "That  which  we  have  seen  and  heard 
declare  we  unto  you,  that  ye  also  may  have  fellowship  with  us."  We  have  here  a 
word  that  is  perhaps  the  most  misunderstood  word  in  the  entire  New  Testament. 
That  word  is  "fellowship."  We  think  of  it  as  being  some  sort  of  get  together 
where  perhaps  we  share  a  meal,  or  entertainment,  or  something  along  that  line. 
But  the  Greek  word  xx  has  much  more  meaning  than  that.  The  word  John  is  using 
here  is  "KOINONIA"  and  its  simplest  meaning  is  "common."  The  real  meaning  is 
that  of  one  person  having  a  Joint-participation  with  another  in  something  pos- 
sessed in  common  by  both.  The  closest  we  can  come  to  it  is  perhaps  the  marriage 
relationship  shared  by  a  man  and  a  woman  throughout  all  of  life.  But  as  John 

'  using  it,  it  is  a  joint-participation  of  one  Christian  sharing  with  all  other 
Christians  the  life  and  person  of  Jesus  Christ.  To  be  understood,  John  carries 
the  thought  of  Koinonia,  Joint-participation,  one  step  further  and  adds,  "And 
truly  our  fellowship  is  with  the  Father,  and  with  His  Jon  Jesus  Christ."  To 
the  person  who  is  a  Christian,  who  knows  that  he  belongs  to  the  Lord  it  is  not 
only  sharing  and  partaking  with  other  believers  the  things  of  the  faith,  but  it 
is  Joint-participation  with  God  ami  the  Father,  and  the  Son  Jesus  Christ  the 
things  of  them.   It  is  loving  what  «hey  love,  hating  what  They  hate,  and  sharing 
all  of  this  and  resting  in  that  special  relationship  of  Eheir  love.  This  ends 
the  first  sentence  of  this  letter  and  now  John  shares  his  reason  for  going  into 
such  depth  in  this  Preface  to  his  letter.  We  read  in  verse  4,  "And  these  things 
write  we  unto  you,  that  your  joy  may  be  full."  John  is  saying  that  he  has  taken 
great  pains  in  explaining  this  special  relationship  with  God  through  Jesus  SkZ±a 
Christ  and  these  pains  were  necessary  so  that  anyone,  everyone  who  is  a  true 
Christian  can  not  only  have  joy  in  this  relationship,  but  that  Joy  may  be  com- 
plete, or  full  in  this  life.  The  unbeliever  looks  at  the  world  and  life  doesn't 
■Have  much  meaning.  But  the  Christian  should  be  able  to  look  at  the  world  and 
although  it  is  filled  with  imperfections,  the  Christian  can  find  meaning  and 
purpose  for  life.  But  beyond  all  of  that  is  EBJbciriiixfe*  a  special  relationship 
with  the  Creator  of  all  of  this.  And  then  at  a  future  time,  that  Joy  will  be 
complete  with  and  in  Him,  in  Glory. 
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That  "Joint-participation"  is  what  every  believer  should  have  and  does  have. 
But  the  unfortunate  thing  about  Christianity  is  that  there  are  so  many  believer: 
'ho  are  not  aware  that  that  relationship  exists.  They  keep  trying  to  work  at 
fcbKXX  all  sorts  of  things  in  order  to  get  in,  or  stay  in  the  good  graces  of 
God.  And  all  along  all  it  takes  is  to  let  go  and  let  God  share  all  that  He 
has  for  them  in  and  through  Jesus  Christ. 
(Illustration  of  family  and  stray  rack  kitten) 

Have  you  seen  that  nail  scarred  hand?  Are  you  struggling  with  your  walk  of 
faith?  Stop  your  struggling  and  begin  today,  right  now  to  rest  in  His  care. 
Let  us  ask  Him  to  make  each  of  us  aware  of  that  "Joint-participation"  which  is 
ours  each  moment  of  each  day.  And  then  let  us  go  forth  with  that  Joy  which  is 
ours  and  which  God  wants  to  be  full  in  our  lives. 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Seventeenth  Sunday  After  Pentecost     September  18, 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mr.  Harry  Cunningham,  Musical  Director 
Mr.  Roland  Thompson,  Saxophonist 


+  +  + 


+  + 


ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A.M. 
"Lamp  of  Our  Feet  Whereby  We  Trace" 
"I  Love  Your  Kingdom,  Lord11 


Prelude 
•Hymn  No.  545 
•Ascription 
•Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "Father,  give  us  the  Spirit 
Your  Son  has  promised  us  j  to  make  us  honest  people 
again;  to  know  and  face  the  truth;  to  see  ourselves 
and  cease  from  laying  our  defections  at  your  door;  to 
see  your  only  goodness  in  our  desperate  need  of  you. 
Forgive  us  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.   Amen." 
•Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon 
•Praise 

•Pastor:  Blessed  be  the  Lord  God! 
•People:  And  blessed  be  His  Glorious  Name  forever 
•Gloria  Patri 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

Joys,  Concerns,  Prayer  Requests 

Hymn  ,No«  37      "Leaning  on  the  Everlasting  Arms" 
Call  fo  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit 
Pastor :  Let  us  Pray 
Prayer         Choral  Amen 
Offering 
Offertory 
•Dqxology   382 
•Scripture 
sirmon       "Joint  -  Participation:  Watch  Your  Step!" 
•posing  Hymn  No.  636  "The  Light  of  the  World  Is  Jesus" 
/Benediction       Choral  Benediction 

/Postlude         "Light  of  the  World,  We  Hail  Thee"   I  John  1:5 
f*       ++++++++  'Congregation  Standing  ++++4++++ 


'Walk  in  the  Li  Jit"   I  John  1:7 

I  JOhn  1:5-7 
Joint  -  Participation: 


The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  bean  placed  by 
Mrs.  Eleanor  Sandbach  in  loving  memory  of  her  "Husband" 
Harold  Sandbach 

Serving  as  Ushers  today  are  *Rob  Vinroe,  Robert 
Dell en,  Pandy  Dellen  and  Brian  Kennedy. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Howard  Jaillet  will  greet  the  Congregation 
at  the  door  this  morning. 

Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Mrs.  Elaine  Wogan 

Hospital    Teresa  Nicholas,  Herman  Lippold 

Bill  Sheppeck  and  Martin  Henry  will  be  visiting  the 
Hospital  this  week. 

Monday  -  5:00  -  Fidelity  Bible  Class  Tureen  Dinner. 
Bring  your  own  table  service.  Silet  auction  will 
also  be  on  the  Agenda. 

Monday  -  7:00  -  Fred  Soop  will  be  here.  The  Nursery 
will  be  getting  a  speaker  and  controls.  Anyone 
Interested  in  running  the  P.  A.  System  please  be 
here  so  that  Mr.  Soop  can  explain  it  to  you. 

Tues  and  Wed.  -  6-8  -  Aerobics  in  Rehoboth  Hall. 

Wed.  -  7:00  P.M.  -  Chancel  Choir 

Sept.  25  -  Congregational  Dinner  at  5:30  P.M.    Hope 
you  will  make  an  effort  to  attend. 

We  are  in  dire  need  of  women  for  the  Nursery.   If 
you  can  possibly  help  1  Sunday  once  in  a  while 
please  call  Mrs.  John  Wogan  (Elaine)  2S27023  or 

let  her  know  today  -  she  is  in  Nursery. 

If  anyone  in  the  Congregation  is  interested  in 
attending  a  Surprise  reception  for  Dolores  and 
Allen  Botacchi's  25th  Wedding  Anniversary.   It  will 
be  on  September  29th  at  7:00  P.M.  in  the  Parlor 
of  the  North  Main  Street  Church  of  God.  If  you  would 
like  to  attend  call  Anna  Marie  Botaechi  Work:  443-3530 
Home  443-6238 

Butler  YWCA  is  sponsoring  a  free  women's  information 
series  Saturday  morning  in  October.  Topics  and    J 
speakers  will  include  "Women  and  Credit"  and  "Women  ; 
and  Social  Security",  Oct.  1:  "Women  and  Driving,  | 
"Volunteers  against  Abuse  Center"  and  "Center  on  Rape 
or  Assault",  Oct,  8;   "Women  and  Aleholism  and 
"Women  and  Cancer,"  Oct.  15;  "Women  in  the  Job 
Market"  and  "Women  and  Legal  Rights  in  Abuse  and 
Consumer  Protection."  Oct.  2?,    and  "Women  and  Lennl 
Rights"  and  "Summary  of  Series,"  0;t.  29.  Pre-re:*strat 

) 


"joint -.participation:  watcn  lour  atepi" 
Scripture :  1  John  1 : 5-7 

las  wk  lie  Prefac  1st  letr  Jn  ci  saw  sum  th  Jn  writ  boui 
L:   P  Jn  writ  2coiabat  hersys  wh  Bcum  mor, mor  prev  in 
eny  ch;but  J's  meaag  no  only  4peop  erly  ch,but  4  ch 
thruout  all  histry 
y  i  hersy  wud  no  stop  in  1st  8, but  continu  on, on 
t_x  time  rapture  of  church 

Jo  his  advie  jus  as  pert  2ua  &  tboz  1at  herd, read  it 
As  sed  laa  wk  entir  them  speak«Felahip,but  Felship 
in  letr  entir  dif  from  word  Felship  we  hav  2day 

Gr-KOINGHIA«simpl  mean  2hav  comon ,&  deepr  mean  is- 

Joint-particip, or  mutul  shar  in  all  things 
has  2do  w/eomplet  shar  all  th  G  has  4us  aa  childrn 
in  the  Xpian  faith 
all  F  has  ours, thru  6on  Js  Xp. 

Along  w/cen'rl  them  Joint-particip  is  our  involv  in/C 

This  Joint-particip  canot  B  realty  if  refua  B  involv 

So  arm  Bakgr  info, lata  Ik  2nd  portin  Scrip  J  shar 

vs  5-Intro  th  jus  sed, is  mesag  J  apk  of  here 
that  mesag  had  2do  w/cum  Js  Xp  flesh  6.  J  tuk  pains 
2sho  Js  waa  G  in  huran  flesh, form; He  was  human 

This  is  HIM  of  whom  J  spok  this  vs 
but  J  want  rdrs/hrers  underst  mor  than  mesag  herd 
w/individ  ears, or  her  w/eys  of  underst  &   it  mesag 

2B  Declared 

Gr-ANAGGELLO  «2bring  tidings  bak  2him  who  receivs  the 
othr  word  Jn  say  mesag  Js  B  Xp,G  in  flesh  dB   herd 
&  tol  2any  &  all  who  profea  2Bliev  in  Him 
it  was  mesag  4  whol  oh, 4  evrl  in  it  so  say»Hav  herd 

&  declar  un2  U-&  wat  is  apecil  taesag.G  Is  Light 
if  Ik  this  stament  thru  eys  unsav,eomon,ord  persn  in 
(  xienc  orient  worl,wud  say-This  mean  G  abstractin 
ho  non-personal  Bcuz  this  wat  Light  is 

But  in  originl  Gr=this  BtatmenJiG  is  lite=cum  in  an 

altogethr  dif  way 

Gr=PHQ3»U  may  recog  begin  Eng  word-Fhosphoroua  cum 
Structur  Gr  this  ocrip  w/out  def  artiol  THE,&  Gr 
rul  gramar  ia  w/out  def  articl,word  aho=Qualty, 
natur,or  essenc 

so  it  say=G  has  qualty ,natur, essenc  of  Light 

but  spiritul  sens 

ordr  4  peop  ch  underst  mor  fuly,J  add  strength  2wat 
&  in  Him  no  darknes  at  all-peop  erly  ch  knu  2spk  of 
dP^loies  ment  oposit  of  Xpian  lif 

world/way  lif  w/out  Js  Xp;devoid  of  lili  light 

Apostl  P  aay  ch  3ph.esus-For  ye  wer  sumtimes  darknes 
but  now  are  ye  lite  in  the  Loro1Bpn  5.9 


J  say  in  G  ther  no  ein,no  eroJ7,uu  «>i»  +" Z" **..-„  " 

&   this  suathin  all  truly  born  agm  sons  of  G  shar 
It  our  joy  2B  part  this  Joint-particip  G  has  4ua 
j  --it  agin  2major  form  hersy-Antinomianism/Gnostism 
\.    '  Ik  at  latr  time, but  lets  us  Ik  wat  denied: 
(Illus  denails-Expoa  Bibl  Gown, Vol  i<i,   PS  fin 
Ordr  combat  this  J  now  giv  2exampls_vss  6  &  7 
va   >Notic  J  no  pt  fingr.acus  anyl  individ 

inated  aay=WE,-'  includ  self  aituatin 
this  hypo  case  &   persn  this  case  say  hav  Felship  G 
persn  claim  hav  specil-Joint-particip  w/God,but 
actul  walk  darknes, or  liv  sinful  lif  othr  words 
J  say  that  peran  ly  8=  duz  not  kno  truth 
Agin  Gr  structur  sentenc  ident  jus  who  J  talk  bout 
Gr  word  WALK  spka  habitul  actin.othr  word  persn  sin 
habituly,continusly,&  actuly  nnsav  persn 
this  delib  sin  eertly  no  indicativ  how  born/agin 
Xpian  shud  liv 
Jn  spk  agin  thoz  w/ch  who  claim  -ipian,but  not 
use  sever  l^nguag.cal  persn  liar  Bcuz  liv  ly  &  if 
claim  shar  Joint-partaker  things  of  Xp.he  apk  lys 
vs  7=othr  exampl  &  J  identfy  tru  childrn  of  God 
wen  aay-We,Us  apk  thoz  ident  w/God,but  cary  1atep  ft 
in  phras=1  w/nothr  ther  wat  kno  as  Reciprocal  pronour 
&  this  mean  that  we  not  only  hav  Felship  w/God, 
but  He  has  Felship  with  us 
Agin-Joiat-particip-KOINOMA,or  hav  everth  in  Comon 
&  this  apecil  relatship  of  Xpian  _ 

Duz  mean  we  sinles7  No  duznt,but  as  liv  this  111, 

as  seek  2walk  as  Xpian  mus  Watch  Our  Step  &  this  in 

essenc  wat  J  say  this  pt 

We  R  2seek  2walk  in  lite  Bcuz  we  turn  f/darknea  & 

a=  striv  liv  this  way=Blud  Js  Xp  clenseth  us  f/sin 

Gi  llenaeth, present  tena-KATHARIZO  &  mean-Clean  out 

Eng  word-Catharsis  from  it; wat  Jn  say  as  atnv  liv, 
walk  lite  2  Watch  our  step,4givnes  Js  elena  constanjrl 
Sins  comit  daily  wud  keep  us  out  felship  w/G  wer  not 
4  Blud  Js  Xp  wh/sbed  4us  &  hav  eonstan  clens  efect 
J  pt  out  this  conditinal  4  key  word-IP, If  we  walk 

this  ment  colectivly-membra  eh,cong  &  individ  d/livs 
Howher  aay  ainles  walk, or  easy  1=But  IP, IF  we  wil  2 
striv  walk  lite  as  He  in  lite  S=  we  hav  J-particip 
among  selvs  &  hav  J-particip  w/Js  Xp 
(Illus  Carol  dchuller  &  Who  I  Walk  With) 
Buz  He  walk  w/U,&  U  w/Him?  Duznt  mean  He  expec  U  2B 
perf  2hav  felship  KjfMiB  w/U 

Hr  xait  2hav  felship  w/U  jus  as  U  H;He  want  U  ftei 

HiL.  Jr  probs,Ur  hurts  ,Ur  concerns  &.   then  He  wiling  <! 

not  only  walk  w/U  but  2sho  U  the  joy  U  can  hav  w/tbot 

walkk.  The  import  th  is, Wil  U  let  Him  walk  w/U  daily 

£   also  seek  2walk  w/Him  in  evry  area  Dr  lif? 


"Joint-Participation:  rfatch  Your  Step!" 

Scripture:  1  John  1:5-7 

If  had  looked  at  the  Preface  to  this  first  letter  of  John  last  week  and  we  saw 
some  of  the  things  John  was  writing  about.  Like  Peter,  John  was  writing  to 
combat  heresies  which  were  becoming  moreand  more  prevalent  in  the  early  church. 
John's  message  was  not  only  for  the  people  of  the  early  church  but  for  the  church 
throughout  all  of  history.  Ke  knew  that  heresy  would  not  stop  in  the  first  cen- 
tury, but  would  continue  on  and  on  until  the  time  of  the  Rapture.  So  his  advice 
is  just  as  pertinent  to  us  at  this  present  time  as  it  was  to  those  who  first 
heard  it  and  read  it. 

As  we  said  last  week  the  entire  theme  of  his  letter  speaks  of  "Fellowship."  But 
the  word  for  "fellowship"  in  this  letter  is  entirely  different  from  the  word  kk 
and  the  idea  of  fellowship  which  we  have  today.  The  Greek  word  is  "KOINONIA" 
and  it  means  simply,  "to  have  in  common."  The  deeper  meaning  of  it  is  a  "Joint- 
Participation"  or  a  "Mutual  sharing"  in  all  things.   It  has  to  do  with  the 
complete  sharing  of  all  of  the  things  God  has  for  us  as  His  children  in  the 
Christian  faith.   All  that  the  Father  has  is  ours  through  the  Son,  Jesus  Christ. 
Along  with  that  central  theme  of  "Joint-Participation"  is  the  idea  of  our  in- 
volvement in  the  church.   This  "Joint-Participation"  cannot  be  a  reality  if  we 
r  fuse  to  be  involved.  So  armed  with  this  background  information  let  us  look 
sCt  this  second  portion  of  Scripture  John  is  sharing  with  and  for  us. 
John  begins  in  the  5th  verse  by  saying,  "This  then  is  the  message  which  we  have 
heard  of  Him."  The  introductory  things  we  have  just  said  is  that  message  John 
is  speaking  of  here.  That  message  also  had  to  do  with  the  coming  of  Jesus  in 
the  flesh  and  John  took  pains  to  show  that  Jesus  was  God  in  human  form.   That  He 
was  in  human  flesh.  This  is  the  "Him"  of  whom  John  speaks  in  this  5th  verse. 
But  John  wants  his  readers  and  hearers  to  understand  that  it  was  more  than  a 
message  that  was  heard  with  the  individual  ears,  or  heard  as  it  were  with  the 
eyes  of  understanding,  it  was  a  message  that  had  to  be  "Declared."  The  word 
of  "declare"  in  Greek  in  "ANAGflELLO"  and  it  means,  "to  bring  the  tidings  back 
to  him  who  receives  them."   In  other  words,  John  is  saying  that  this  message  of 
Jesus  being  the  Christ,  God  in  the  flesh  is  to  be  heard  and  told  to  any  and  all 
who  profess  to  believe  in  Him.   It  was  a  message  for  the  whole  Church,  for  every- 
one in  it.  So  he  says,  "This  then  is  the  message  which  we  have  heard  of  Him, 
and  declare  unto  you."  And  what  is  that  special  message?  What  are  those  tid- 
ings which  need  to  be  shared  in  the  church?   "That  God  is  light."  Now  if  we 

oked  at  this  statement  through  the  eyes  of  the  unsaved  common  ordinary  person 
in  a  society  oriented  world  we  would  say,  "This  statement  means  that  God  is  an 
abstraction;  that  He  is  non-personal.  Because  that  is  what  light  is.  But  in  fcfc 
original  Greek,  this  statement  that  "God  is  light"  comes  out  in  an  altogether 


-2- 
different  way.  The  Greek  word  for  light  is  'PHOS"  and  you  may  recognize  the 
beginning  of  our  English  word  "phosphorous"  as  coming  from  the  Greek.   The 

tructure  in  which  the  Greek  word  "Phos"  is  used  in  this  Scripture  is  without 
the  definite  article  "the."  The  Greek  rule  of  grammar  at  this  point  is  that 
in  the  absence  of  the  definite  article,  the  word  shows  "quality,  nature,  or 
essence."  So  it  is  saying  that  God  has  a  "quality, or  nature,  or  essence"  of 
Light.  He  is  Light  itself.  XHlra  This  is  not  speaking  in  the  physical  sense, 
or  physical  light,  but  in  the  spiritual  sense. 

In  order  for  the  people  of  the  cburch  to  understand  this  more  fully  John  adds 
strength  to  what  he  has  said  with  the  words,  "And  in  Him  is  no  darkness  at 
all."  The  people  of  the  early  Christian  church  knew  that  to  speak  of  darkness 
meant  the  opposite  of  the  Christian  life.   It  was  a  world,  or  a  way  of  living 
that  was  without  Jesus  Christ;  it  was  devoid  of  light.  The  Apostle  Paul  wrote 
to  the  people  in  the  church  at  xprasmss  iiphesus,  "For  ye  were  sometimes  dark- 
ness, but  now  are  ye  light  in  the  Lord,"  Ephesians  5:8.   John  is  saying  that 
in  God,  there  is  no  sin,  no  error,  no  lies,  no  death  and  this  again  is  some- 
thing in  which  all  truly  born  again  sons  of  God  share.   It  is  our  joy  to  be  a 
part  of  this  "Joint-Participation"  God  has  for  us. 
John  was  writing  against  two  very  grave  heresies  and  these  were  Antinomianism 

md  Gnosticism.   At  a  later  time  we  will  look  at  what  they  were.   But  for  now 
let  us  just  look  at  the  things  they  denied: 

(Illustration  from  Expositors  Bible  Commenatry,  Vol  12,  page  297) 
In  order  to  combat  all  of  this  John  now  gives  two  examples  in  verses  6  and  7. 
First  he  says  in  verse  6,  (read  this).  H^ncxKxxraxiHgxtogsKxiKxrirxx&HxsxKxtar* 
HxxKKXKfeiBkxliKiixHHBxkiiliigxxHXKsnrasraxjmixxkakxinraxxaxiBxxaHrxsiraxxtexi^ 
Notice  that  John  does  not  point  the  finger  and  rax  accuse  anyone  individually. 
Instead,  he  says  "we"  and  includes  himself  in  this  situation.  This  is  a  hypo- 
thetical case.  The  person  in  this  hypothetical  case  says  that  he  "has  fellow- 
ship with  Him,"  meaning  God.  The  person  is  claiming  to  have  that  special, 
"Joint-Participation"  with  God,"  but  he  is  actually  "Walking  in  darkness,"  or 
living  a  sinful  life  in  other  words.  John  says  this  person  is  lying  and  does 
not  live  the  truth.  *gain,  the  fireek  structure  of  this  sentence  identifies 
just  who  John  is  talking  about.   The  word  "walk"  in  this  sentence  is  such 
that  it  speaks  of  habitual  action.   In  other  words  this  person  is  sinning 
habitually,  continuously  and  is  actually  an  unsaved  person.  This  is  deliberate 
sinning  and  certainly  is  not  indicative  of  how  a  truly  born-again  Christian 

mould  live.  So  John  is  speaking  out  against  those  within  the  church  who  were 
claiming  to  be  Christians  but  actually  were  not.  He  uses  severe  language  in 

calling  that  person  a  liar  because  he  is  living  a  lie  and  if  He  claims  to  be 
be  a  "joint-paratker"  of  the  things  of  Christ,  he  is  speaking  a  lie  as  weil. 
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Now  John  gives  the  other  example  as  seen  in  verse  7,  (read  thia  verse). 
Tn  this  verse  John  is  identifying  all  true  children  of  God.  When  he  says, 

we"  and  "us"  in  this  verse  he  is  speaking  of  those  who  are  identified  with 
God.  But  he  is  carrying  this  one  step  further  because  in  the  phrase,  "One 
with  another,"  there  is  what  is  known  as  a  reciprocal  ehhsmhi  pronoun  and  xkix 
the  meaning  is  that  not  only  do  we  have  "fellowship"  with  God,  hut  He  has 
fellowship  with  us.   Here  again  is  that  "Joint-Participation",  the  "KOINOIIIA" 
or  having  everything  in  common.  Tvis  is  the  special  relationship  of  the  Christ- 
ian. So  John  is  saying,  "But  if  we  walk  in  the  Light  as  He  is  in  the  light  we 
have  fellowship  with  one  another  and  with  God."  Does  this  mean  that  we  are 
sinless?  xfc±sxaiixj«KSxBKHXBlxtkaxipwxtr«ii»x?rexrsis«iixiKsiX3«KkxKhishx*aca^x 
xWSrtxEKKxxxisxilxixxiBxxsxHxaiiKXXfeiantx  No  it  doesn't.  But  as  we  live  this 
life,  as  we  seek  to  walk  as  a  Christian,  we  must  "Watch  Our  Step."  This  in 
essence  is  what  John  is  saying  at  this  point.  We  are  to  seek  to  walk  in  the 
Light  because  we  have  turned  from  the  darkness  and  as  we  strive  to  live  in  this 

wav  John  savs,  "The  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  His  Son  cleanseth  us  from  all  sin." 

J  very  strong 

The  word  "cleanseth"  is  in  the  present  tense  and  it  is  from  the  ureek  word 

"KATHARIZO"  jrtmstexisxKXTdraHHgxstBE*  which  means  "to  clean  out."  We  get  our 
English  word  "catharsis"  from  it.  So  what  John  is  saying  is  that  as  we  strive 

o  walk  in  the  light,  to  "Watch  Our  Step"  the  forgiveness  from  Jesus  cleanses 
us  constantly.  Our  sins  that  we  commit  daily  would  keep  us  out  of  fellowship 
with  God  were  it  not  for  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  which  was  shed  to  have  the 
constant  cleansing  effect  in  the  life  of  the  believer.  But  John  is  pointing  ax 
out  that  this  takes  place  in  a  conditional  way.  The  key  word  in  this  verse  is 
the  two  letter  word  "IF."   "If"  we  walk  in  the  light.   John  not  only  means 
this  collectively,  as  members  of  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ,  as  members  of  an 
individual  congregation,  but  he  means  it  as  individuals  in  our  daily  lives. 
No  where  does  he  say  that  this  is  a  sinless  walk,  or  an  easy  one.  But,  and 
again  it  is  "If,"  "If"  we  are  willing  to  strive  to  walk  in  the  light  as  He  is 
in  the  light,  we  have  "Joint-Participation"  among  ourselves,  and  we  have  "Joint 
Participation"  with  Jesus  Christ. 

(Illustration  of  Carol  Schuller  and  "Who  I  walk  with) 

Does  He  walk  with  you,  and  you  with  Him?  It  doesn't  mean  that  He  expects  you 
to  be  perfect  to  have  fellowship  with  you.  He  is  waiting  to  have  that  fellow- 
ship just  as  you  are.  He  XHXwxiJcxHgxka  wants  you  to  tell  Him  your  problems, 
your  hurts,  your  concerns.  And  then  He  is  willing  to  not  only  walk  with  you, 
.out   to  show  you  the  Joy  you  can  have  with  that  walk.  The  important  thing  is, 
Will  you  let  HSm  walk  with  you  daily  and  also  seek  to  walk  with  Him  in  every 
area  of  your  life? 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Eighteenth  Sunday  After  Pentecost     September  25,  1933 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mr.  Harry  Cunningham,  Musical  Director 
Mr.  Roland  Thompson,  Saxophonist 
#  +  +  +  *  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  *  +  + 
ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11; OO  A.M. 
Prelude     "Two  Preludes  in  F  -  Major"      J.  C.  Bach/Kern 
•Hymn  No.  318    "Come,  Thou  Fount  of  Every  Blessing" 
•Ascription 
•Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "0  Lord  Jesus  Christ  who  didst 
give  Thy  life  for  us  that  we  might  receive  pardon  and 
peace,  mercifully  cleanse  us  from  all  sin,  and  evermore 
keep  us  in  Thy  favor  and  Love,  who  lives t  and  reignest 
with  the  Father,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  ever  one  Cod, 
world  without  end.  Amen," 
•Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon 
•Praise 

•Pastor:  Blessed  be  the  Lord  Godl 
•People:  And  blessed  be  His  Glorious  Name  forever 
•Gloria  Patri 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

Joys,  Concerns,  Prayer  Requests 
Hymn  No.  328   "Begin,  My  Tongue 
Call  to  Prayer 


Some  Heavenly  Theme" 


Pastor 

People 

Pastor 
Prayer 
Choral  Amen 
Offering 

Offertory 
Baptism  of  Child 


The  Lord  be  with  you 
And  with  thy  spirit 
Let  us  Pray 


"Lord,  Hear  Our  Prayer"         Verdi 
Mindy  Sue  Penar  -  Daughter  of 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Gary  Penar 
•Doxology   382 

•Scripture  1  John  1:6-10 

Sermon      "Joint-Participation:  Broken  Fellowship" 
losing  Hymn  No.  422   "Dear  Lord  and  Father  of  Mankind" 


Benediction 

Choral  Benediction 

Postiude 

+  +  +  +  <-  +  **♦  +  <■  •Congregation  Stand" Tg  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  * 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mr.  t  Mrs.  Earl  Kennedy  in  memory  of  Robert  Tait. 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  'Richard  Mangel,  ■ 

Don  Kingsley,  Gary  Penar 
Mrs.  Ann  Williams  will  greet  the  Congregation  at  the 

door  this  morning. 

Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Bonnie  Vensel. 
Virginia  Mangel,  Marlene  Riemer,  and  Ann  Williams  will 

be  visiting  the  Hospital  this  week. 
"^Hospitalized:  Teresa  Nicholas  and  Paul  Ritter. 
"^TONIGHT  -  5:30  P.M.   Congregational  Dinner  here  at 

the  Church.  Bob  Atkinson  will  be  here  for  your 

entertainment.  Hope  everyone  will  be  able  to  attend 

and  start  the  Fall  off  with  a  lot  of  fellowship. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  146  with  IB  Visitors. 
Tuesday  and  Thursday  -  6-8  Aerobics  in  Rehoboth  Hall . 
Wed.  -  7:00  P.M.  -  Chancel  Choir.  New  recruits  are 

most  welcome  1 
Next  Sunday  is  World  Wide  Communion. 
Tickets  are  available  from  the  different  Circles  of  the 

Women's  Fellowship  in  the  Church  for  the  Soup  and 

Salad  Day  coming  up  Tuesday,  Oct.  11th. 
WE  WILL  NEED  HELP  WITH  PUTTING  UP  TABLES  AND  CHAIRS 

RIGHT  AFTER  THE  SERVICE  FOR  THE  CONGREGATIONAL  DINNER 

THIS  EVENING. 
We  still  need  women  for  the  Nursery.  If  you  can  help 

call  Mrs.  Elaine  Wogan  282-7023. 
The  second  anniversary  Open  House  of  the  Compassionate 

Friends  will  meet  Thurs.  Oct.  6  at  7:30  P.M.  at  St. 
Peters  Episcopal  Church,  218  E.  Jeff.  St,  The  Compass- 
ionate Friends  is  a  self-help  organization  offering 
friendship  and  understanding  to  bereaved  parents. 
-^.Surprise  reception  for  Dolores  and  Allen  Botacchi'e 

25  Wedding:  Anniversary.   Sept.  29th  at  7:00  P.  M.  in 
the  Parlor  of  the  North  Main  St.  Church  of  God.   If 

your  invitation  did  not  come  thru  and  you  would  lile 
to  attend  -  call  Anna  Marie  Botacehi  Work  -  443-3530; 
Home  443-5238 
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•Joinu-rarcicipation:  uroken  ^e  I  lowship" 
Scripture:  1  John  1:3-10 

(lllus  girl ,prayr, pray  4  bad   hungovr-shud  sed  toothac 

th"   gud  descrip  striv  hide  sin,covrup  ft  cal  anything 

els  out  sin 
protin  scrip  J  clos  1st  chap,  spk  sin  sevrl  ways, 
bu'  measg  try  gat  cros-sin  exist  &  musB  delt  with 
ve  ..  here  J  encountr  Iberesy  develop  in  erly  church 
peop  responsibl-Gnostics;deriv=GNO,'.Id=knowledg  & 
get  iCng  word -Know  from  it 
thez  peop  suposed  knu  rnor  th/othrs jsunosed  poses  sup 
knowledg  ft  wer  ther4  2B  herd  ft  folow 

taut=Divin  .'•y  Js  had, depart  wen  arest,ther4  suffrs  & 
deth  merely  that  of  anothr  man=thua  suposed  sacrif  4 
mankind  worthies, ment  nothing 

this  harsy  caus  sever  probs  w/erly  ch  ft  J  striv  comb 
(Denials  by  Glen  tf.  Barker,  prof  Xpian  Or,  duller  Hem) 
part  this  think  no  such  th"Totl  Depravty  msn"=or  that 
man  born  in  sin/inb^ed  in  him 

this  complet  Jenial  all  S  reveal  up  2   thistirae 
P  sed-lfom  J: 23=*  al  hav  sin  £  sum  short  Glory  God 

hersy  erly  ch  refute  this  completly 
Wat  Paul, Pet, Jn,othr  Apos  teach-G  creat  man  31iv  perf 
envirment,free  evil/sin;but  man-Adam, sin, turn  f/God 
&.   thus  flgan  series  acts .events , led  up2  G's  ultimat 
act  histry-sacrif ic  Js  Xp  4  all  mankind 

this  act  made  posib  t-man  2B  reconcil  2  God 
2  Cor  5:17=wat  P  try  say  peop  erly  oh;duant  mean  man 

Bcum  Apian  sinles, without  sin;duss  mean  4giv  thru  Xp 

&■   relatship  w/G  re3tor  agin  Xp4a 

wil  continu  2sin  thruout  lif.but  not  knoly  if  tru 
in  this  relatship  G  wil  lov,ft  he  wilB  G's  child 

4   >ian,persn  truly  B  Agin, that  persn  want  21iv  4 

Js  Xp  ft  n/worl  from  w/delivr 
so  J  say.deny  sin  &  gilty  hersy  perfectinism  ft  deny 
totl  depravty  of  man 

Modern  hersy  man  no  sinr  &  wil  resolv  all  probs  ft 

wil  liv  Utopia  on  erth.Rumanism  ft  B  advanc  pub  akuls 
3m=this  vr,  singlr  &  no  refr  acts  sinfl.but  natur  sin 

J  say-Xpian  Bliev  evil  natur  eradcat, destroy  is  de- 

ceiv  self-Gr=PT,ANOMEN-deceiv  self, think  othrwis,2B 

mistakn  in  1's  thinking 
anyl  Bliev  sin  erad  his  lif,no  sinnr-mus  say  unsaved, 
he  not  child  of  G,&  he  is  lying  &   Jn  now  say= 
vs  9a=includ  self  ft  say  .•/EjConfes  fr/2  Gr  words 
HOTO-mean  same,I.3G0=2say  same  th,2agree  w/anothr 
HC   i.n.G0.2confes  ft  all  say  same  th=we  hav  sin/do  sin 
Sin  here  is  plurl  ft  mean=acta, deeds  w/sinfl-doinK  sin 
in  vs  B=ment  su  natur  ft  here  sins  themselvs 


| mean  not  only  agree  w/othr  Xpiana  bout "sin  ft  sining 
but  2agree  w/G  in  this; wat  duz.  G  say  bout  sin?     ' 
He  hate;;  it, He  despis  it  &  ther4  so  shud  we, 
i   tietermnatin  our  part  we  H  po2  luv  wat  He  luv  & 
hate  wat  He  hate;2  agree  w/Hira  ft  seek  2pleas  all  do 
va  9b-i'a].thfl-PI^l'0iJ.iHBan  here  G  tru  2word,keen  faith 
w/  t  seu  or  promis; fulfil  own  proms ;S  1  prom  cum 
of  old  &  wud  send  mesengr  2delvr  His  peop  ft  this  ful- 
fil Js  Xp  &  ther4  He  Is  Faithful 
But  also  Just=Gr=DIKAIOS=upritB, righteous, just 
1of  2naturs  of  G=Just=He  riteous/man  ia  not; man  only 
receiv  ntnes  thru  Js  Xp.G's  Grace, His  free  gift  man" 
J  say=G  canB  count  on  fulfil  proms  Beuz  He  free  f/sin 
&_wil  4giv  wen  cum  2Him  ft  agree  w/Him  bout  sin, seek 
His  4gxvness 

vs  9c-Gr«KATHAaiZ0=clean  out ,Eng=Catharsis 
vs  7=continul  clens  thru  blud  Js  Xp^sin  in  c-enral 
vs  9«individ  sins  comit  &  kno, not  habitul  sin  Bcus  if 
truly  Ch/G,seek  liv  without  comit  habitul  sins 

4givnes  J  spk  here  persnl  relatship  u  ft  I  can  havw/G 

Ilk  luv  Pathr  4  son/dottr 

G  tuk  care  eras  sins  thru  cros  &  wen  cum  2  Xp.thoz 

sins  bot  out, eras, 4gotn  by  G, 
hut  as  liv  lif ,do  sin  &  as  luv  Pathr  griev  His  hart 
He  reach  out  &  want  restor*Joint.partic  wh/ours . 
but  wh/ahatr  &  Bcum  Brokn  iTolship  wen  sin 
so  not  only  raceiv  4givnes  wen  cum  conf.but  clena  agi- 
(lllus  Xpian  in  Filgrim  Progress) 

This  load  lift  off  bak  all  cum  2  G  &  seek  4givnes  agi 
vs  10= in  vs  8  spok  denial  sinfl  natur  &  here  spk  deni 

specif  acts  sin 
Dr   lith  say=2caus  hersy  perfectinism  :1stifl  conscien. 

tuo.ii  def  ear  His  voic  within  spk  2ua 
2=ignorsnc  His  Word-Jn  eay=His  Word  not  in  us 
How  many  U  feel  toes  tramp  on  if  mentin  no  read  Bibl, 
or  bothr  bring  ch  &  read  here? 

Here  it  in  G's  Jord.not  mine, so  who  pik  on  U? 
G  spk  thru  His  ,'ord,ft  if  U  no  read, let  Bcum  part  Or 
111 -that  sin  ft  2day  society  no  want  2hear  tbis 

''a  J"?*.™*  paprs/radio/TV  giv  as  gospel, yet  kno 

much  of  it  is  lys,distortins,halftruths;no  want  2 

hear  truth  &  truth  is  we  sinners 
; 3in=Gr=HAHARTIA=2miss  mark,fallshort  lik  arrow 
Barcaly=23  fail  as  gud  fathr ,wif/son/dottr/workman  is 
tt   k  w»  h^^VJ1  2he^rv.w*  s±™rs   ft  perhap  Bcuz  we 
tt   k  we  bettr  than  we  H.but  we  canot  fool  G;He  kno 
we  sinnrsjbut  midst  livs  G  wants  2hav  vitl  part  0f  it 
tlllus  yng  man  want  4fiv  f/fathr«fnd  writ  dwn  lettr) 
we  can  rest  this/4givnes  Bcuz  this  wat  luv  Fathr  want 


US  2do 

this  exactly  wat  J  striv  2say  as  read  this  Gcripc=== 
IF  WE  C0NPE3  OUR  SINS  HE  IS  FAITHFL  h  .  - , 
&  JUST  2FORGIV  US  OUR  SINS  &  2CLENSEG  |»3 
US  FROM  ALL  UNRITN2SS  J  S  S  ; 
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"Joint-Participation:  Broken  Fellowship" 
Scripture:  1  John  1:8-10 

("  lustration  of  little  girl  praying  for  Dad  with  hangover  and  his  request  that 
BO0  should  have  told  God  he  had  a  toothache) 

This  very  aptly  is  a  description  of  striving  to  hide  sin,  to  cover  it  up,  to  call 
it  anything  except  "Sin."  In  this  porion  of  Scripture  as  John  closes  the  first 
chapter  he  speaks  of  sin  in  several  different  ways.  But  the  message  he  is  striv- 
ing to  get  across  is  that  Sin  exists  and  khe^s  must  be  dealt  with. 
In  verse  8  we  read,  "If  we  say  we  have  no  sin,  we  deceive  ourselves,  and  the 
truth  is  inot  in  us."   It  is  here  that  we  see  John  encountering  one  of  the  here- 
sies which  was  developing  in  the  early  church.  The  people  responsible  for  it 
were  called  "Gnostics."  Their  name  was  derived  from  the  Greek  word  "Gnosis" 
which  meant  "knowledge,"  and  it  is  from  this  word  that  we  get  our  English  word, 
"K-N-O-W."  These  people  supposedly"knew"  more  than  others,  they  supposedly 
possessed  superior  knowledge  and  were  therefore,  to  be  heard  and  followed. 
One  of  their  teachings  was  that  the  whatever  spirit  it  was  that  possessed  Jesus 
that  He  was  able  to  do  the  things  He  did,  departed  from  Him,  or  left  Him  when 
He  was  arrested  by  the  Jews  and  therefore,  His  sufferings  and  death  were  merely 
that  of  another  man.  Thus,  His  supposed  sacrifice  for  mankind  was  worthless,  it 
m«ant  nothing.  This  heresy  was  causing  severe  problems  within  the  early  church 
a*d  so  John  tried  to  combat  it  by  his  writings.   Dr.  Gleen  W.  Barker,  professor 
of  Christian  Origins  at  Fuller  Theological  Seminary  in  California  has  this  to 
say  about  these  heresies: 

(Quote  of  this  from  Expositor's  Commentary  Volume  12,  F„ge  29?) 
A  part  of  this  thinking  was  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  the  "total  deparvity 
of  man,"  or  in  other  words  that  man  is  born  with  sin  inbred  in  him.  This  is  a 
complete  denial  of  all  that  God  had  revealed  up  to  this  time.  Paul  writing  to 
the  Romans. in  the  3rd  chapter  the  2Jrd  verse  says,  "For  all  have  sinned  and 
come  short  of  the  glory  of  God."  The  heresy  the  people  in  the  early  church 
were  putting  forth  completely  refuted  this.  What  Paul,  and  Peter,  and  John  and 
all  of  the  Apostles  were  teaching  was  that  God  had  created  man  to  live  in  a  per- 
fect environment,  free  from  any  evil  or  sin.   But  man,  Adam,  had  sinned  and 
turned  from  God  and  thus  began  the  series  of  events  which  led  up  to  God's  aixxMa 
ultimate  act  in  History,  the  sacrifice  of  Jesus  Christ  for  all  mankind.  This 
act  made  it  possible  for  man  to  be  reconciled  to  God.   This  is  also  what  Paul 
was  trying  to  say  when  he  wrote  to  the  church  in  ^orinth  in  his  2nds  letter, 
+he  5th  chapter  and  the  1?th  verse:  we  read  there:  "Therefore  if  any  man  be  in 
^orist,  he  is  a  new  creature:  old  things  are  passed  away;  behold,  all  things 
are  become  new."  This  doesn't  mean  that  the  person  who  becomes  a  Christian  is 
sinless,  or  without  sin.  But  it  does  mean  that  person  is  forgiven  through  Besus 
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Christ  and  the  relationship  with  God  is  restored  again.   He  will  continue  to  sin 
as  he  lives  his  life  daily.  But  he  will  not  knowingly  sin  if  he  is  a  true 
C   istian.  And  in  this  relationship,  God  will  ove  him  and  he  will  he  God's 
child.  For  a  Christian,  a  person  who  is  truly  born-again,  that  person  wants  to 
live  for  Jesus  Christ  and  not  the  world  from  which  he  has  been  delivered.  So 
John  is  saying  that  if  we  deny  "Sin"  we  are  guilty  of  the  heresy  of  perSiction- 
ism  and  denying  the  depravity  of  man.  The  modern  heresy  is  that  man  is  not  a 
sinner,  but  is  improving  the  world  daily  by  his  acts  of  goodness  and  charity, 
and  eventually  will  solve  all  of  his  problems  and  we  will  live  in  a  utopia  on 
earth.  This  is  humanism  and  much  of  this  is  being  taught  in  our  public  schools 

today. 

The  word  "Sin"  in  thi*>  verse  is  singular  and  does  not  refer  to  acts  which  are 
sinful,  but  to  the  very  nature  of  sin.  So  then  EFohn  is  saying  that  the  Christ- 
ian who  believes  that  his  evil  nature  has  been  completely  eradicated,  or  de- 
stroyed is  deceiving  himself.  The  Greek  word  for  deceive  is  "PLAHOMEN"  which 
means  to  "fool  oneself,  to  deceive  into  thinking  otherwise,  to  be  mistaken  in 
one's  thinking."  So  anyone  who  believes  that  sin  is  eradicated  from  his  life, 
or  that  he  is  not  a  sinner,  we  must  say  that  person  is  unsaved.  He  is  not  a 
child  of  God,  and  he  is  lying. iH 

t  John  doesn't  just  let  the  subject  drop  at  this  point  but  instead  he  offers 
the  solution  for  all  believers  and  he  says,  "If  we  confess  our  sins."  He  in- 
cludes himself  in  this  if  you  will  note  that  he  says,  "We."  The  word  "confess" 
is  from  two  Greek  words.   "Homo"  means  "the  same,  and  "Lego"  which  means  to  say 
the  same  thing,  or  to  agree  with  another."  And  so  Homolego,  is  to  confess  to 
all  say  the  same  thing  and  ttatEMMKxtidaisxxx  to  all  say  the  same  thing  is  that 
we  have  sinned,  and  do  sin.  The  word  "Sin"  at  this  point  is  plural  and  it 
means  xixth±KX?BiHtxjCEtKxwkiElncHSS  acts  and  deeds  which  are  sinful  and  sinning. 
In  the  8th  verse  it  was  singular  and  meant  the  sin  nature.  Here  it  means  sins 
themselves.  But  it  also  means  much  more  in  Greek  than  comes  forth  in  English. 
"To  say  the  same  thing  or  to  agree  with  another,"  is  to  not  only  agree  with 
other  Christians  that  we  have  sinned  and  do  sin,  but  it  is  to  agree  with  God 
in  this.   What  does  God  say  about  sin?  He  says  that  He  hates  it,  He  despises 
it  and  therefore  so  should  we.   It  is  a  determination  on  our  part  that  we  are 
going  to  love  what  He  loves,  and  hate  what  He  hates.  To  agree  with  Him  and  to 
seek  to  please  Him  in  all  we  do. 

So  if  we  are  willing  to  come  forth  and  stand  before  God  and  agree  with  one  an- 
ther and  with  God  about  sin,  what  happens  next?  John  says,  "He  is  faithful 
and  just  to  forgive  our  sins."  The  Greek  word  for  faithful  is  PISTOS  and  it 
means  here  that  God  is  true  to  His  Word,  He  keeps  faith  with  what  He  has  said 
or  promised.  He  is  fulfilling  His  own  promises.  The  one  promise  which  comes 
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to  our  minds  jckx  is  that  which  He  made  to  the  patriarchs  of  old.  That  promise 
was  that  He  would  be  their  God  and  He  would  send  a  messenger  to  deliver  them. 

lis  He  fulfilled  in  Jesus  Christ.  Therefore,  He  is  not  only "faithful"   "True 
to  His  promises,  His  Word,"  But  John  says,  He  is  "JUST."   In  Greek  the  word  is 
"DIKAI08"  and  it  means  simply,  "upright,  just,  righreous."  One  of  the  two 
natures  of  God  is  that  He  is  "Just."  That  means  that  He  is  trnit   "Righteous." 
Man  is  not.  Man  only  receives  righteousness  through  Jesus  Christ,  God's  Grace, 
or  God's  free  gift  to  mankind.  And  so  what  John  is  saying  here  is  that  God 
can  be  counted  on  to  £i£i±  fulfill  His  promises  because  He  is  free  of  Sin,  and 
He  will  forgive  when  we  come  to  Him  and  agree  with  Him  that  we  seek  forgiveness 
John  closes  this  verse  with  the  words,  "And  to  cleanse  us  from  all  unrighteous- 
ness." We  said  last  week  the  word  "cleanse"  is  from  the  Greek  word  "HATHARIZO" 
which  means  to  clean  out  and  from  it  we  receive  our  English  word  "Catharsis," 
In  1  John  1:7  the  word  KATHARI20  speaks  of  the  continual  cleansing  which  takes 
place  through  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ.  That  had  to  do  with  sin  in  general. 
This  verse  makes  it  individual  sins  which  we  commit  and  know  of,  not  habitual 
sin  because  if  we  are  truly  a  child  of  God  we  seek  to  live  without  committing 
habitual  sins,  but  sins  which  come  upon  us  and  when  we  have  done  them  we  real- 
ize we  have  sinned  and  so  we  seek  God's  forgiveness.  The  forgiveness  <John  is 

peaking  of  here  is  a  personal  relationship  you  and  I  can  have  with  God.  It  is 
like  a  loving  Father,  for  His  don  or  daughter.  God  took  care  of  erasing  our 
sins  through  the  cross  and  when  we  come  to  Christ  those  sins  are  blotted  out, 
erased  and  forgotten  by  God.  But  as  we  live  this  life  we  do  sin  and  as  a 
loving  Father  we  grieve  His  heart.  But  He  reaches  out  to  us  and  wants  to  re- 
store that  Joint-Participation  which  is  ours,  but  which  is  shattered  and  be- 
comes "Broken  Fellowship"  when  we  sin.  ^o  we  not  only  receive  forgiveness 
when  we  come  to  Him  in  confession,  but  we  receive  His  cleansing  again. 
(Illustration  of  Christian  in  Pilgrim's  Progress  by  John  Bunyan) 
This  is  the  load  that  is  lifted  off  the  back  of  all  who  come  to  God  and  seek 
His  forgiveness  again  and  again. 

And  now  John  ends  this  first  chapter  with  the  words  in  verse  10,  "If  we  say 
that  we  have  not  sinned,  we  make  Him  a  liar,  and  His  word  is  not  in  us." 
In  the  8th  verse  John  spoke  of  the  denial  of  the  sinful  nature.  In  this  verse 
he  is  speaking  of  the  denial  of  specific  acts  of  sin.  Dr.  dmith  a  Biblical 
scholar  says  that  in  this  heresy  of  perfectionism  there  are  two  causes.  One  li 
the  stifling  of  conscience.   We  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  His  voice  within  speaking 
;o  us.  The  second  cause  is  that  of  ignorance  of  His  Word.  John  says,  "His 
Word  is  not  in  us."  How  many  of  us  begin  to  feel  our  toes  are  being  trampled 
on  if  we  mention  that  many  of  you  do  not  read  your  ^ibles  and  many  of  you  do 
not  bother  to  bring  them.  Yet,  here  it  is  right  in  God's  Word,  so  who  is 
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picking  on  you?  God  is  speaking  through  His  Word  and  if  you  don't  bother  to 
read  it,  or  let  it  become  a  part  of  your  life,  that  is  sin.  In  today's  society 
w*.  j.on't  want  to  hear  the  truth.  We  can  see  this  in  so  many  areas.  We  will 
accept  what  the  newspapers  jntsxitaKxnra  print  and  the  news  media  gives  us  on  radio 
and  television  and  accept  those  things  as  gospel.  Yet  we  know  from  many  ex- 
periences of  the  past  they  are  lying  through  their  teeth.  We  don't  want  to  hear 
that  we  are  sinners.  That  goes  against  the  grain.  M±lxiaaxgxKiKiKyx»xitiH|?xaK 
4x^kHxsH^x*k*ix*taxiJMiixsiHXxxHWX^x«xxiHx8^ 

The  word  "Sin"  as  we  read  it  in  Scripture  is  "HAMARTIA"  in  Greek  and  it  means 
"to  miss  the  mark,"  much  like  shooting  at  a  target  and  missing  the  bullseye. 
William  Barclay  in  his  writing  about  1  John  says  that  failing  to  be  as  good  a 
father,  or  mother,  or  wife,  or  husband,  or  son,  or  daughter,  or  workman  is  to 
sin.  We  may  not  like  to  hear  that  we  are  sinners  and  probably  one  reason  is 
because  we  like  to  think  we  are  better  than  we  really  are.   But  we  cannot  fool 
God  and  He  knows  that  we  are  sinners.  But  in  the  midst  of  our  lives  God  wants 
to  have  a  vital  part  of  it. 

(Illustration  of  young  man  writing  for  forgiveness  from  his  father;  years  later 
finding  it  written  on  his  letter) 
We  can  rest  in  this  forgiveness  because  this  is  what  our  loving  Father  wants  us 

fc#*  do.  This  is  exactly  what  John  was  striving  to  say  as  we  read  in  this  Scrip- 
t^-e,  "If  we  confess  our  sins,  He  is  faithful  and  just  to  forgive  us  our  sins, 
and  to  cleanse  us  from  all  unrighteousness." 
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ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude     "I  Come,  0  Savior,  to  Thy  Table1'     Kretzch:  ar 
•Processional  Hymn  323  "Holy,  holy,  holy  I" 
•Ascription 

•Call  to  Communion  and  Confession  -  (Communion  folder) 
•Prayer  of  Confession  -  (Communion  Folder) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon 
*Praise: 

Pastor:   Blessed  be  the  Lord  God! 

People:   And  blessed  be  His  Glorious  Name  Forever* 
•Gloria  Patri 
Announcements 
Who's  Who  In  the  Pew 
Mements  of  Praise  and  Joys 
Offering 

Offertory     "0  Lord  Host  Holy11  Abt 

*Doxology 

•Communion  Hymn  No.  30  "Break  Thou  the  bread  of  life 
•Service  of  Holy  Communion  -  (Page  Z  Communion  folder 
The  Lord's  Supper 

Distribution  of  the  Bread 
Distribution  of  the  Cup 
•Prayer  of  thanksgiving 


Anthem 

Scripture : 
•Hymn  No.  244 
•Benediction 
•Postlude 


tf0ne  Bread*  One  Body"  Foley 

"Joint-Participation:   Fellowship  Restored 
"Jesus!  what  a  friend  for  sinners!" 


*'Four  Postludes  in  G  Minor" 
+++++++*+*  'Congregation  Standing  +++++++++ 
The  Elders  and  Deacons  will  be  serving  Communion  this  morning. 

They  will  also  be  serving  as  Ushers* 
T  i-e  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mrs*  Louis  Zubik  in  Loving  memory  of  her  ''Husband" 


Elder  and  Mrs.  Harry  Fry  will  greet  the  Congregation  at 

the  door  this  morning. 

Nursery  will  be  provided  today  ffitf.  ffrt.**-    I  //*•*«  *-^ 
""■^Hospitalized:  Mr.  Charles  Fleeger,  Mrs*  Theresa  Nicholas*! 
Pam  Tait,  and  Diane  Hollefreund  will  be  visiting  the 

Hospital  this  week,  plus  a  shut-in  and  an  non-attending 

person . 
Monday  -  6:30  -   Volleyball  in  Rehoboth  Hall 
Tues  and  Thurs.  -  £-8  -  Aerobics  in  Rehoboth  Hall 
Wed,  -  7:00  -  Church  Council  Meeting 
Thurs.  -  7:00  -  Chancel  Choir  Rehearsal 
Tuesday  -  Oct.  11  -  Soup  and  Salad  Day.   Tickets  will 

be  $2.60;   Child  1.00  (7  and  under)  We  need  carrots  and 

keep  working  on  bazaar  items. 
Flu  shots  for  the  Elderly  ($3,00)  see  the  posters  on  the 

different  Bulletin  Boards  around  the  Church. 
We  still  need  help  for  the  Nursery.   If  you  can  help  call 

Mrs,  Elaine  Wogan  232-7023. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  163  with  12  Visitors, 
Shoe  boxes  are  need  for  the  Soup  and  Salad  Bay  -  See  Dutch 

Bo lam  or  leave  them  in  the  main  kitchen. 
^>  Please  leave  the  Communion  Booklets  in  the  Pews  for  use 

at  other  times . 
Communion  cards  are  in  the  Pew  racks  -  if  you  would  like 

to  have  your  forwarded  to  your  home  church  put  the  name 

of  the  Church  and  address  on  the  back  and  we  will  see 

that  it  is  returned  for  credit  in  your  home  church. 
^>The  Brochures  about  Wills  are  on  the  table  in  the  Narthex. 
We  wrote  especially  for  these  so  that  we  can  make  you 

aware  of  Just  how  much  you  should  have  a  Will  and  need  one. 
Don't  forget  to  sign  your  Communion  Cards  in  the  Pews, 

This  is  the  only  way  we  have  of  having  a  record  of 

Communions. 

"To  live  with  Christ,  to  fill  the  mind 

with  thoughts  of  HimT  to  cleanse  the  emotions 
by  remembrance  of  Himt  to  saturate  the  spirit  with 

the  recollections  of  His  Spirit, that  is  the 

indispensable  secret  of  moral  splendor.11 
A.  E,  Day 


Scripture:  1  John  2:1-2 

(:T"us  milinair  prisn,frend  ask=oewing?  Anser»Heapin{ 

Til-  -  wat  J  striv  get  cros  any /all  who  wer  Xpians,wud 

read  or  hear  this  messag 

1mai*f  th  musB  stres,Bcuz  hav  sinfl  natur,no  reasn  shuc 

rea'Tv  selvs  2sin  Bcua  of  this 

P  a        Rom  6:1=Read=othr  word  sine  hav  sin  nafrur  &  we 

4giv  thru  Grac  G,(free  p;ift),Js  Xp,wil  alway  sin, so 

shudnt  just  rest  in  sin? 

Anser=Vs  2=&  thiB  wat  J  say  vs  1a 

can  C  luv, concern  in  way  adres  ta.earr3/rdr3 
Gr"TEKlIION=littl  childra  &  use  endear  way  hy  luv 
fathr ,4  cbildrn  dearly  luv 

This  how  J  aproach  suhj  &  subj  is  2fold 
vs  1b=notie  dusnt  aay-wen  any  man  sin=insted=IF 

this  mak  us  awar  we  H  2striv  21iv  sinles  live  1nc 

we  hav  cum  2  Xp  &  bin  4givn 
That  relatship  no  entitl  us  2do  anyth  we  pleas 
it  specil  relfltsfaip  S.  1wh±ch  striv  liv  blamles  lit 
But  J  kno  naturl  inclinatins  we  hav  &  say=IF  any  sin 

This  2mak  us  awar  tho  striv  liv  sinles, wil  sin  &  do 

ain  &  IF  we  do  sin  ther  surath  specil  we  hav  unBlievi 

no  hav  St  that  is  ADVOCATE  w/God 
This  G'a  prnvisn  4ua  IF  we  ain  &  agin, this  no  giv 
rt  2  sin, but  IF  we  sin 

Sin  is=HAMARTIA=mis  mark,lik  shoot  arro,mis  target 
fal  short  of  mark, 

30   IF  fal   short  of   mark  we   hav  ADVOCATE 
Gr-ADVOCATE-PARAKLETOii-to  call   in,send4,one  cal  2TTr 
side 

This  same  word  Js  use  wen  say  send  Comfortr  &  we 

t  I  Comfortr  as  H  3p 
ti«sre  J  identfy  Him  as  Js  Xp  the  riteous 
But  mor  2it  than  ,1us  1cal  2Ur  side 

J  say-Advoeate  w/Father  &  word  with  in  Gr-PROS  &  it 

mean«=  facing  2, or  2ward 
J  say»we  hav  ONE  cal  2our  aid  who  face  the  Father 

he  mean  Js  has  aces  2  Fathr  all  time 
fleb  7:25=£>o  it  Js  Xp,absolut  sinleB, riteous  1  who 
cal  2our  sid  &  who  Stan  fac  2ward  Fathr  2plead  4us 
that  1st  pt  J  make 
vs  2-thia  2nd  pt 
HILAi3M0tl=satisfactin 

Wat  J  mean?  2underst  mua  go  bak  2  OT=Lev  16:15-16 
r   made  sin  offr  ever  morn/eve  in  Tempi 
™as  made  4ain  in  gen  4  4givnes  peop 


-mce  yr-uay  Atonement  &  offr  made  'd   4give  peop  4 

all  sins 

This  day  cal = TOM  KIFPTJR 

t     PUH^atonement, cover 

Blud  mercy  seat  "covered"  or  "atoneed"  4sins  peop 
Word  KIPPtJfi  in  Hebrew  root  word  *  Gr=FROPITlATIOH 
which  mean  iiatisfaetin 

f  ?  BQ  deepr  than  Jua  cover, or  atoning 

4  sacrifiie  substitutin  had  2B  made 

lif  of  animl  had  2B  sacrifc  in  Bhalf  of  peop 
J  say  Js  Beam  Covering,  Atonement,  the  iiatisfactin 
4sin  B4  God 

But  J  no  stop  ther,  he  say=Vs  2b 
Js  Beam  oatiafactin  4sina  all  mankind 
(Illus  boy, crippl, puppy  crippl  &  luv  need  4both) 
Ja  kno  our  frustr&tin  &  probs  this  lif 

Plac  Ur  lif  His  hands  &  let  His  luv  enfold  U  & 

carry  U  through  this  life 


"Joint-Participation:  Fellowship  Restored" 

Scripture:  1  John  2-A-d 

(-"  lustration  of  millionaire  in  prison  sewing  holes  in  burlaP  bags;  friend 
\_iits  and  asks,  "sewing,  eh?"  Answer:  "No,  reaping.") 

This  is  what  John  was  striving  to  get  across  to  any  and  all  who  were  Christians 
who  would  read  or  hear  this  message.  The  one  main  thing  which  must  he  stressed 
and  this  is  actually  what  John  was  now  stating  in  this  first  section  of  Scrip- 
ture in  this  2nd  chapter,  was  that  just  because  we  have  a  sinful  nature,  an 
inclination  to  sin,  is  no  reason  why  we  should  xsk  resolve  ourselves  to  simply. 
sinning  because  of  it.  This  is  what  Paul  was  trying  to  fight  against  when  he 
wrote  fcaxttnt  in  his  letter  to  the  Romans  in  the  6th  chapter,  the  question, 
SfcfcKiixsnmOTxtiantf  "What  shall  we  say  then?  Shall  we  continue  in  sin,  that 
Grace  may  abound?"  In  other  words,  since  we  are  forgiven  of  our  sins  by  God's 
Grace,  His  free  gift  through  Jesus  Christ,  and  since  we  have  this  sinful  nature 
and  will  always  sin,  shouldn't  we  just  rest  in  sinning?  Paul  goes  on  to  ex- 
plain in  verse  2,  "God  forbid.  How  shall  we  that  are  dead  to  sin,  live  any 
longer  therin?"  This  is  what  John  was  striving  to  relate  as  well  with  the  open- 
ing words  of  this  second  chapter,  "My  little  children,  these  things  write  I  untc 
you,  that  ye  sin  not."  We  can  see  the  love  and  concern  in  the  very  manner  in 
which  John  addresses  his  hearers  and  readers.  My  little  children.  The  Greek 
^rd  for  children  is  "TEKMIOB"  and  it  means  little  children.   It  was  used  in  an 
ebdearing  manner  much  like  a  very  loving  father  would  talk  to  the  child  or  zkxx. 
children  he  dearly  loved.  Tttis  is  how  John  approaches  the  subject. 
That  subject  is  twofold.  The  first  point  he  makes  in  the  latter  portion  of  the 
first  verse.  He  says,  "And  if  any  man  sin,  we  have  an  advocate  with  the  Father 
Jesus  Christ  the  righteous."  He  does  not  say,  "And  when  any  man  sins,"  instead 
he  says,  "And  if  any  man  sin."  His  reason  for  this  is  thatwe  are  to  strive  to 
live  sinless  lives  once  we  have  come  to  Christ  and  been  forgiven.  That  relatio; 
ship  does  not  entitle  us  to  do  anything  we  ftease.   It  is  a  special  relationshi 
and  is  one  in  which  we  should  strive  to  live  blameless  lives.  But  John  knowing 
the  natural  inclinations  we  have  says,  "And  IF  any  man  sin."  This  is  to  make 
us  aware  that  although  we  strive  to  live  sinless,  we  will  sin,  and  IF  we  sin, 
there  is  something  special  which  we  have  which  the  unbelievers  do  not  have. 
That  is  an  ADVOCATE  with  God.  Ttiis  is  God's  provision  for  us  IT   we  sin.  This 
doesn't  give  us  the  tight  to  sin,  but  IF  we  sin.   And  the  word  sin  is  HAMARTIA 
and  meant  "to  miss  the  makk,  like  shooting  arrows,  to  fall  short  of  the  mark." 
<!o  "if  we  fall  short  of  the  mark,  we  have  an  Advocate."  The  Greek  word  for 
-Advocate,"  is  "PARAKLHEOS"  and  it  means,  "to  Kail  in,  send  for,  one  called  to 
your  side."  This  is  the  same  word  used  by  Jesus  when  He  said  He  would  send 
a  comforter  to  come  after  His  ascension.  That  "comforter"  we  know  as  the  Holy 


-2- 
Spirit."  Here,  John  identies  Him  as  Jesus  Christ  the  righteous.  But  there  is 
more  to  it  than  just  "One  who  is  called  to  your  side."  John  says  this  "Advo- 
c   j,"  we  have  is,  "An  advocate  with  the  Father."  The  word  "with"  in  Greek  is 
"PROS,"  and  it  means,  "facing  to,  or  toward."  So  John  is  saying  we  have  "One 
who  is  called  to  our  side,  who  is  facing  the  Father,"  He  means  of  course  that 
Jesus  has  access  to  the  Father  all  the  time.  The  author  of  Hebrews  says  in 
7:25,  "Wherefore  He  is  able  also  to  save  them  to  the  uttermost  that  come  unto 
God  by  Him,  seeing  He  ever  liveth  to  make  intercession  for  them."  So  it  is 
Jesus  Christ,  the  absolutely  sinless,  righteous  One  who  is  "called  to  our  side" 
and  who  stands  facing  toward  His  Father  to  plead  for  us.  That  is  the  first 
point  that  John  makes  in  this  Scripture. 

The  second  point  he  makes  is  in  verse  2,  where  he  says,  "And  He  is  the  propit- 
iation for  our  sins."  The  Greek  word  is  "HILASMOti"  and  it  means  "satisfaction." 
What  does  John  mean,  "And  He  is  the  satisfaction  for  our  sins?"  To  understand 
this  we  must  go  back  to  the  Old  Testament  in  the  book  of  Leviticus,  chapter  15» 
verses  15  and  15.   (Read  this).  The  priest  made  this  sttsxixg   sin  offering 
every  morning  and  every  evening  in  the  Temple.   It  was  made  for  sin  in  general 
for  the  forgiveness  of  the  people.  Then  once  a  year  on  the  Day  of  Atonement 
the  offering  was  made  to  forgive  the  people  for  all  sins.  This  day  is  called, 
''   m  Kippur."   The  word  "Kippur"  means  "atonement,"  but  it  also  means  "covering. 
The  blood  on  the  Mercy  Seat  "covered"  or  "atoned"  for  the  sin  of  the  people. 
This  word  "Kippur"  in  Hebrew  is  the  woot  word  from  which  the  Greek  vord  "Pro- 
pitiation" or  "satisfaction"  comes  from.  But  it  goes  much  deeper  in  meaning 
than  just  a  covering,  or  atoning.  For  the  sacrifice,  a  substitution  had  to  be 
made.  The  life  of  the  naimal  was  sacrificed  in  behalf  of  the  people.  So  John 
is  saying  that  Jesus  became  the  "covering,"  the  "atonement",  the  "satisfaction," 
for  sin  before  God.  But  John  doesn't  stop  just  with  that  statement  he  addsiji 
"And  not  for  ours  only,  but  also  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world."  Jesus  became 
the  "satisfaction"  for  the  sins  of  all  mankind. 

(Illustration  of  little  boy  getting  crippled  puppy;  he  was  crippled  too  and  said 
the  dog  would  need  a  lot  of  love;  he  was  given  the  dog.  This  is  like  Jesus. 
He  was  sympathetic  and  understanding.  He  knew  what  it  was  to  suffer,  because 
He  Himself  suffered.) 

Jesus  knows  our  frustrations  and  problems  of  this  life.  Place  your  life  in  His 
hands  and  let  His  love  enfold  you  and  carry  you  through  this  life. 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Twentieth  Sunday  After  Pentecost        October  9,  1983 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mr*  Harry  Cunningham,  Musical  Director 
Mr.  Roland  Thompson,  Saxophonist 
Holly  Covert  and  Heather  Covert,  Acolytes 
+  +  +  +  *  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude   "The  Will  of  God  Is  Always  Beat"  Krieger 

"Thine  Forever,  God  of  Love" 
*Frocessional  Hymn  No.  21   "Love  Divine,  All  Loves  Excelling" 
•Ascription 
"Exhortation 

*  Confess,'  on  {In  Unison)  '•Lord  God,  our  Saviour,  you  have 
been  faithful  in  your  promise  to  deliver  us  from  the 
guilt  of  our  sins,  and  make  us  acceptable  to  you  and 
your  kingdom.   But  too  often  I  have  not  been  faithful 
in  following  my  promise  to  obey  your  will,  and  I  have 
not  loved  my  neighbors  and  enemies*   I  humbly  ask  for- 
giveness. Lord.   In  Jesus  name.   Amen." 
*Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon 
•Praise 

•Pastor:  Blessed  be  the  Lord  Godl 
*PeOple:   And  blessed  be  His  Glorious  Name  forever 
♦Gloria  Patri 
who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

Joys,  Concerns,  Prayer  Requests 
Hymn  No.  29    "Wonderful  Words  of  Life" 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit 
Pastor :   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer 
Choral  Amen 
Offering 

Offertory  "0  God  of  God,  0  Light  of  Light"    Bach 
*Doxology  382 

Anthem    "Blessed  Be  My  Lord"  Wagner 

S   pture  1  John  2:3-11 


Sermon  "Joint-Participation:   Knowing  God" 
•Closing  Hymn  Ho.   502   "1*11  Go  Where  You  Want  Me  to  Go" 
Benediction 
Choral  Benediction 

Postlude    "0  Splendor  of  God's  Glory  Bright"  Bender 
++++++++  *Congregation  Standing  #  +  *  +  +  +  +  +  +■ 
The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
Mrs*  Fanchon  Hindman  and  Joy  Hindman  in  loving  memory  of 
Lawson  Hindman. 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  ^re;    *Alta  Kradel*  Lois  Stokes, 
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Grace  Riddle  and  Dutch  Bolam. 


^--Hospitalized:  Mrs,  Hulda  Lippold 

Dan  Bosko,  Carl  Vinroe,  and  Bill  Pflugh  will  be  visiting 
the  Hospital  this  week.  They  will  also  be  visiting  a 
shut-in  and  non-attending  person. 
The  attendance  this/weik  was  181  with  10  Visitors. 
.-r"**  Monday  -  The  Women  need  lots  of  help  in  the  Kitchen. 
^>  Tuesday  -  SOUP  AND  SALAD  DAY  -  Oct,  11.   Come  for  lunch 
or  dinner.   We  still  need  carrots  and  tomatoes  for 
salads.   Lots  of  help  is  needed  to  cut  up  the  vegetables 
on  Monday.   See  Evie*  Kennedy  after  church  if  you  need 
tickets.   Bazaar  items  will  be  accepted  Monday  or 
Tuesday  morning. 
Wed-  and  Thurs.  -  Aerobics  in  Rehoboth  Hall. 
Wed.  -  7:00  P.M.  -  Chancel  Choir 

Oct,  21  and  a  a.  -  Apple  Butter  making  (We  need  lots  of 
help) 
If  you  can  help  in  the  Nursery  please  call  Elaine  Wogan 

283-7023. 
Speaker  will  be  installed  soon  that  you  can  hear  the 
Service  wuile  in  the  Nursery, 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today 
Mr*  &  Mrs*  Paul  Riemer  will  greet  the  Congregation  and 
Visitors  at  the  door  today. 


How  often  do  we  try  to  convince  and  convert  people  with  our 
own  arguments  and  logic,  rather  than  just  using  God's  Word, 
and  letttlng  the  Scriptures  penetrate  into  the  heart!   Paul's 
letter  to  Timothy  talks  about  "a  workman  that  needeth  not  to 
be  ashamed."  May  we  be  that  kind  of  workmen. 


"joxnt-participation:  snowing  uoa- 
Scripture:  1  John  2:3-11 

ThuH  far  thia  1st  letr  Jn  hav  bin  deal  w/feloswhip, 
or   JIHOBIA  as  in  Grk=Koinonia=that  wh/held  in  coraon 

Heal  root  mean=Jnt-Particip,mean  all  Blievrs  share 

jntly  in  wat  G  has  4  them 
J  e      o   fite  inroad  B  made  erly  ch  heretics  &  teaehs 
Herody=not  lies  so  much, but  truth  twist, distort, perve 

dangr  is  contains  truth, but  twist  &  lead  Blievr  asti 
2nd  portin  2nd  chap  concern  w/Blievrs  Knowing  God 

J  atriv  propos  3pt«>ne  argument  agin  false  tBachs= 
vs  3a«Wat  say  go  oak  preced  2  vss=Who  is  Him  spk  of? 

Who  is  it  that  we  kno?  It  Js  Xp  ritesous,our  Advoeat 

w/Fathr;our  propit,or  satiafactin  4sins  B4  God 
That  Him  we  kno, But  how  ism   do  we  kno  Him? 
vs  3b»That  visibl  pruf  kno  Him  4wat  is,was,wilB  4evr 

2underst  J  mus  underst  word  J  use  4=comandments 
not  ordnary  word  use,wh/spk  Mosaic  Law 
ENTOLE-an  order, comand, charge , precept 

this  dif  word  use  41aw,that  keep  rigid  rules/regs 
J  spk  precepts  Js=Wat  R  they?  Luv  neighbor, enemys 
liv  as  Js  liv,they  way  of  lif,lifstyl  &  persn  no 
wondr  if  gud  graces  G,if  keep  Comandments 
Blievr  liv  precepts  kno  Js,but  G  also  Bcuz  Js  sed- 
if  U  seen  me, hav  seen  my  Fathr 

so  if  liv  try  experienc  Js,if  seen  w/harts, minds  eye 

we  hav  seen  Fathr  ana  thus  kno  God. 
Now  J  tak  3fals  claim  &  giv  3tests  how  hav  tru  knowl 
of  God 

J  introduc  3fals  claim  by=He  that  saith=4,6,9  & 

then  giv  teat  of  know  God 
vs  *  J  spok  postivly  bout  kno  G  &  vs  4  spk  negtivly 

1l  >  agin  J  use  strong  languag  2describ  suml  not  tru 
Blievr  Bcuz  pt  out  lifstyl  liv  contrary  2wat  Js 
set  4th  &  is  mark  unsav  persn 
Persn  may  say  acpt  Xp  as  Savior  but  if  lif  no  Chang 
&  no  liv  Xpian  lif  that  persn  is  liar 

This  wat  tak  plac  erly  ChcGnosticB,thoz  suposed  hav 

all  knowledg  Xpianty  wud  sho  up  ch  servs  wud  claim 

knu  Savior  &.   wer  liv  lif  imoralty,drunknes,sin 
J  say  in  esence-lk  lifstyl  individ,C  wat  duz, watch 
actinsjlistn  wat  says  &  wil  soon  kno  is  aetul  Kno  G 
or  if  insted  he  is  a  liar. 
vs  5=J  no  hang  on  negativ  St  now  Bourn  poaitv  agin 

Wher  do  we  find  His  Word?  Bibl  agin  Bcuz  G's  word  & 

the  Vord  Js  Xp  has  spokn  words  fnd  within  it 
do  i    ;  guidlines  41ivs  from  G's  Word, His  book, Bible 

But  J  say  we  2keep  His  Word  &  Keep  mean  continul 

ongo  actin,habitul  do  that  wh/we  R  2kno  &  2do 


rj  aiso  spx  j.uv  oi  tr  a  periecr  m  iiib  2/ 

Jn  3:16"(quota)  here  is  &  was  G's  luv  perfect  in  Js  1 
if  Keep  Word  kno  Complet  luv  G  thru  Ja  Xp,&  kno  we 

i»  flim,&  He  in  us  &  by  this  liva  dif  than  war  B4 

wt  knu  Him 
vs  6=this  2nd  fals  claim  &  no  clear  wat  hetics  wer 
do  "v   say, but  evident  mus  hav  claim  2kno  Js  mus  hav 
sui  /ort  experienc  2tak  plac 

Ther  thoz  2day  teach/preach  this  &  IPs  anser  wa3  i 

pt  out  pruf  Blong  Js  Xp  was  in  Walk  of  individ 
|  Abideth-MEIIOareamainjStay  with, stay  put 
Jn  wrot  this  Jn  15:4«Abide  mean  2stay,2remain,but  Js 

no  say  we  jus  remain, He  say  He  Abide  in  us 
this  mean  H  ijp  indwel  Blievr, liv  in  us, 
But  if  Blievr  say  Abid  Js=his  walk  shud  prov  it 
Walk-PiiiilPATJSO^walk  rnd,conduc  1self,ordr  1's  behavic 

persn  claim  abid  Js  exhibit  by  daily  walk  in  lif 
Vss  7  &8  seem  contradietry  but  not  so 

J  spk  agin  of  Precept  &  not  Law 
Jn  13:3*-Wat  is  Nu  Comandmnet?  vs  34B 

So  wat  J  say  in  letr  is  Old  ^omand  &  in  OT,peop  Is 

expee  21iv  up  2it 
But  Js  cum  long  8;  say=Nu  Comandment-Luv  Or  neighbor 

Was  that  nu?  Tes«Bcuz  mesag  herd  1st  tim  by  many 
Ex-nu  hymn  nevr  sung  B4=is  nu  hymn?  No,But  nu  4ua 
&  this  wat  J  striv  2  say-Js  reveal  comands, precepts 
&  this  esenc  dispel  dsrknes,brot  4th  lite  its  place 
&  this  wat  say  vs  8b 
vs  9-tb.is  3rsd  fals  claim; wat  Js  sed  luv  Inothr  shud 

lead  Blievrs  hav  luv  mong  selvs,but  thoB  teach  hersy 

taut  &  practic  hatred  &.   J  say  unsav, liv  darknes 
the  Lite,Js  Xp  no  penetrat  their  livs  &  test  is  in 
vs  '0»C  here  Blievr  concern  w/deed3,not  claims 
tru  Blievr  carefl  try  walk  lite,wh/Js  Xp  &  Bcuz  this 
ther  no  stumbl  in  him 

S£ANDA1.0B=movbl  stik.trigr  of  trap; trap, snar  impedi- 
ment plac  in  way  caus  sural  stumbl  fal 

Blievr  21iv  such  way  as  nevr  caus  nothr  stumbl, fal 

Jus  as  import, nothin  lif  wud  keep  sural  cum  2  Xp 
this  wat  Js  ment-Iet  Ur  lite  sta  shin  B4  men, they  C  Ur 
gud  works  &  glorify  Ur  Fathr  who  is  in  hvn 

Shud  do  all  2glorfy  G,&  G  glorfy  wne  othrs  cum  Bcuz 
vs  11=J  sum  up  &.   wat  say  is=he  who  hate  brothr,   us 
&  this  felo  Blievr, is  21iv  meanles  existenc  &  keep  1 
who  hate  from  enjoy  presenc  G  &  enjoy  felship  Inothr 
import  ingredient  J  striv  convey  wh/mak  mean  clear 
(Ii:  )  Hudyard  Kipling  &  elephant.no  spk  language) 
J  stres  ordr  2Kno  G,mus  kno  languag  6  languag=luv 
Luv  as  evidenc  Js  Xpslern  -port  n„  ,,  *    n 
daily  lif.  sa  us  shudb  s^lk^nS  !anMgi<  ^Ttin 
that  way  wil  lern  art  of  Knowing  God.       ^  &  ln 


"Joint-Participation:  Knowing  God" 

Scripture:  1  John  2:5-11 

is   far  in  this  1st  letter  of  John  we  have  been  dealing  with  the  Fellowship 
or  KOIKONIA  as  it  is  in  Greek.  We  have  said  that  this  KOINONIA  means  that 
which  is  held  in  common.  But  the  real  root  meaning  of  the  word  is  a  "Joint- 
Participation."   This  means  that  all  believers  share  "jointly"  in  all  that 
God  has  for  them.  But  John  also  was  fighting  against  the  inroads  being  made  in 
the  early  church  by  the  heretics  and  their  heretical  teachings.  We  should  also 
remind  ourselves  again  that  a  heresy  is  not  so  much  an  untruth,  or  an  outright 
lie.  A  heresy  of  any  kind  is  the  truth,  but  it  is  the  truth  twisted,  or  dis- 
torted, or  perverted.  The  danger  of  heresy  is  that  it  contains  the  truth,  but 
since  it  twists  that  truth  it  leads  the  believer  astray.     believers 
This  second  portion  of  the  2nd  chapter  is  concerned  with  the  fesiiBXXHX  "Knowing 
God."  In  order  for  John  to  propose  his  three  pronged  argument  against  the  false 
teachings,  he  begins  by  stating,  "And  hereby  we  do  know  that  we  know  Him)" 
What  he  is  saying  goes  es  directly  back  to  the  preceeding  two  verses.  Who  is 
zsx±hHixjrexkHHw£xx*Hi±  the  "Him"  of  which  he  speaks?  Who  is  it  that  we  know? 
It  is  Jesus  Christ  the  righteous.   Our  Advocate  with  the  Father.   Our  propit- 
iation, or  our  satisfaction  for  our  sins  before  God.  That  is  the  "Him"  we 

ow.  But  how  do  we  know  Him?  John  says,  "If  we  keep  His  commandments."  We 
"know,  that  we  know  Him,  if  we  keep  His  commandments."  That  in  itself  is 
visible  proof  that  we  Know  Him  for  what  He  is  and  was  and  will  be  forever. 
To  understand  John  we  must  understand  that  the  word  John  uses  here  for  command- 
ments is  not  the  same  word  ordniarily  used.  The  word  he  uses  is  "ENTOLE"  and 
it  means "an  order,  command,  charge,  precept."  The  other  word  normally  used 
stands  for  law  and  is  mostly  uaed  in  conjunction  with  the  Mosaic  Law,  ±ks  and 
theTen  Commandments.   But  that  is  not  what  John  wants  the  believer  to  be  hung  up 
on.  To  live  the  "Law"  is  to  follow  a  rigid  set  of  rules  and  regulations.  A 
set  ofl  "do's"  and  "Don'ts."   Instead,  John  wants  the  believer  to  concentrate 
on  the  "precepts"  of  Jesus.   What  were  those  precepts?  Love  your  neighbor; 
love  your  enemies , ;  live  the  life  Jesus  lived.  Those  are  His  precepts  and  they 
are  a  way  of  life,  a  lifestyle  if  you  will  and  not  a  set  of  dead  rules  and  regu 
lations  which  chain  an  individual  to  s±±xk  a  lifestyle  of  always  wondering  if 
he  is  in  the  good  graces  of  a  wrathful  and  vengeful  God.  If  the  believer  is 
"keeping  His  commandments,"  he  not  only  "Knows  Him,"  Jesus  Christ,  but  he  also 
"Knows  God."  Jesus  saidljif  you  have  seen  Me,  you  have  seen  the  Father."  Jo  if 

»  have  tried  to  live  this  life  experiencing  Jesus  in  the  way  we  live;  if  we 
have  seen  Him  with  our  hearts,  or  in  our  mind's  eye,  we  have  seen  the  Father 
and  thus  we  Know  God. 

But  now  John  takes  three  false  claims  and  gives  three  tests  on  how  to  have  the 
true  knowledge  of  God. 
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John  introduces  these  false  claims  with  the  words,  "He  that  saith."   He  be- 
gins the  4th,  6th,  and  9th  verses  in  this  manner  if  you  will  note.  Then  he 
eives  the  test  for"Knowing  God." 

In  the  3rd  verse  John  spoke  positively  about  "Knowing  God,"  and  the  test  was 
to  keep  His  commandments.  But  here  in  the  4th  verse  he  speaks  negatively 
about  this  and  says,  "He  that  saith,  I  know  Him,  and  keepeth  not  His  command- 
ments, is  a  liar,  and  the  truth  is  not  in  him."  Once  again  John  uses  some 
very  strong  language  to  describe  someone  who  is  not  a  true  believer.  He  is 
pointing  out  that  a  lifestyle  lived  contrary  to  what  Jesus  had  set  forth,  is 
the  mark  of  an  unsaved  person.  A  person  may  make  the  claim  that  he  has  ac- 
cepted Christ  as  his  Liaviour,  but  if  his  life  hasn't  changed  and  he  isn't 
living  a  Christian  life,  that  person  is  a  liar.  This  is  what  actually  was 
taking  place  in  the  early  church.  Gnostics,  or  those  who  supposedly  had  all 
of  the  knowledge  of  Christianity  would  show  up  at  a  church  service  and  would 
claim  they  "Knew"  Jesus  Christ,  or  knew  all  about  Him,  and  yet  they  were  liv- 
ing the  same  life  of  drunkenness  or  immorality.  John  says,  in  essence,  look 
at  the  life  of  the  individual,  see  what  he  does,  watch  wfesi  his  actions, 
listen  to  what  he  says  and  you  will  soon  know  if  he  actually  "Knows  Godip"  or 
if  he  is  instead  a  liar. 

dut  John  doesn't  just  hang  on  the  negative,  he  now  becomes  positive  again  and 
writes  in  the  5th  verse,  "But  whoso  keepeth  His  Word,  in  him  verily  is  the 
love  of  God  perfected:  hereby  know  we  that  we  are  in  Him."  John  is  saying  here 
that  the  believer  was  to  keep  His  Word.   And  where  do  we  find  His  Word?  The 
Bible  again,  because  it  is  God's  Word,  and  the  Word,  Jesus  Christ,  has  spoken 
words  which  are  found  within  it.  So  we  get  the  guidelines  for  our  lives  from 
God's  Word,  His  Book,  the  Bible.  But  John  says  we  are  to  "Keep"  His  Word. 
The  word  "keep"  means  a  continual  ongoing  action,  a  habitual  doing  of  that 
which  we  are  to  know  to  do.   But  John  also  speaks  of  the  love  of  God  being 
perfected  in  Him.   In  his  Gospel  the  5rd  chapter,  verse  16  he  wrote,  "lor  God 
so  loved  the  world,  that  He  gave  His  only  Begotten  Son."  Here  is  and  was 
God's  love  perfected  in  Jesus  Christ.  And  so  if  we  keep  His  Word,  we  know  the 
complete  love  of  God  through  Jesus  Christ,  and  we  know  that  we  are  in  Him  and 
He  in  us.  And  by  all  of  this,  our  lives  are  different  than  they  were  before 

we  knew  Him. 

Now  John  comes  to  the  second  false  claim  as  we  learn  from  the  6th  verse. 

"He  that  saith  he  abideth  in  Him  ought  himself  also  so  to  walk,  even  as  He 

walked."   It  is  not  clear  what  the  heretics  were  doing  or  saying  that  John 

wrote  this  verse  as  he  did.  But  evidently  they  must  have  been  claiming  that 

in  order  to  really  know  Jesus  Christ  some  sort  of  experience  was  necessary 
xu  UJ.U.C.         j  in  tbe  c1aurctl  today 

for  this  to  take  place.  There  are  those  who  claim  this  and  if  we  don't 


all  have  the  same  experience  as  "they  have,  then  we  don't  know  Jesus  Christ. 
■Tohn  was  pointing  out  that  the  proof  of  belonging  to  Christ  was  in  the  "walk" 
„f  the  individual.   Tore  words  in  this  verse  need  our  attention.  The  first 
word  is  "abide"  or  " abide th."  The  word  is  "MENO"  and  it  means,  "to  remain," 
or  as  we  would  say,  "to  stay  with,  or  stay  put."  John  also  wrote  of  this  in 
telling  of  a  conversation  of  Jesus  as  John  recorded  this  in  the  15th  chapter 
the  4th  verse  of  his  Gospel.   He  Jesus  said,  "Abide  in  me,  and  I  in  you.  As 
the  branch  cannot  bear  fruit  of  itself,  except  it  abide  in  the  vine;  no  more 
can  ye,  except  ye  abide  in  Me."  Now  here  we  see  the  real  meaning  of  abide. 
It  means  to  stay  with,  to  remain.  But  Jesus'  promise  is  not  just  that  we 
should  Abide  in  Him  and  certain  things  would  take  place.  But  instead,  it  is 
that  He  will  abide  in  us.  That  means  He  promises  His  uoly  opirit  to  indwell 
us  and  live  in  ua.  But  if  the  believier  says  he  "abides"  in  Jesus,  his  "walk" 
should  prove  it.   The  word  for  walk  is  "FEHIFATEO"  and  it  means  literally, 
"to  walk  around,  to  conduct  one's  self,  to  order  one's  behaviour."  Thus,  the 
person  who  makes  a  claim  of  "abiding"  in  Jesus,  exhibits  it  by  his  daily  walk 
in  life. 

But  John  now  makes  two  statements  which  at  first  glance  are  contradictory. 
We  find  these  in  verses  7  and  8.   He  writes,  "Brethren,  I  write  no  new  command- 
ment unto  you,  but  and  old  commandment  which  ye  had  from  the  beginning.  The 
old  commandment  is  the  Word  which  ye  have  he^rd  from  the  beginning.  Again,  a 
new  commandment  I  write  unto  you,  which  thing  is  true  in  Him  and  you:  because 
the  darkness  is  past,  and  the  true  light  now  shineth."  Now  once  again  John 
is  speaking  of  a  "Precept,"  not  a  law  and  so  he  uses  the  same  word  as  he  did 
in  the  3rd  verse.  Once  again  if  we  go  back  to  John's  Gospel  the  13th  chapter 
the  34th  verse  we  read,  "A  new  commandment  I  give  unto  you."  What  is  that 
new  commandment?   "That  ye  love  one  another;  as  I  have  loved  you,  that  ye  also 
love  one  another."  So  what  John  is  saying  in  his  letter  is  that  this  is  an 
old  commandment.   In  the  old  Testament  Kxitobq^x  the  Mosaic  law  said,  "Thou 
shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself."  That  was  the  old  law  and  people  were  ex- 
pected to  live  up  to  it.  But  Jesus  came  along  and  He  said,  "Love  thy  neigh- 
bor as  thyself."  Was  that  a  new  commandment?  Yes!   It  was  in  the  sense  that 
many  were  hearing  this  message  for  the  first  time.   A  good  example  would  be 
for  us  to  sing  a  hymn  from  our  hymnal,  (as  we  do  from  time  to  time),  which  we 
really  don't  know.   It  is  new  for  us,  but  is  it  really  a  new  hymn?  Of  course 
not  and  this  is  what  John  was  getting  at.  Jesus  revealed  the  commandments,  or 
precepts,  and  this  in  essence  disspelled  the  darkness  and  brought  forth  light 
in  its  place.  This  is  what  John  is  saying  when  he  says,  "And  the  true  light 
now  shineth." 


This  brings  John  to  the  Jrd  claim  as  we  read  in  the  9th  verse,  "He  that  saith 
b<*  is  in  the  light,  and  hateth  his  brother,  is  in  darkness  even  until  now." 
x_e  new  command  Jesus  brought  forth,  "love  one  another"  should  lead  believers 
to  ±hth  have  love  among  themselves,  but  among  those  who  were  teaching  their 
heresies  there  was  hatred,  do  John  is  saying  that  those  who  claim  to  be  in 
the  light,  that  is,  a  follower  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  these  people  practice  hatred 
£axxxK±xtH  toward  others,  they  are  not  born  again  people  but  unsaved,  and  living 
in  the  darkness.  The "Light"  Jesus  Christ,  has  not  penetrated  their  lives. 
The  test  of  this  is  found  in  the  10th  verse  where  we  read,  "He  that  loveth  his 
brother  abideth  in  the  light,  and  there  is  no  occasion  of  stumbling  in  him." 
Here  we  see  that  unlike  his  oppopents,  the  believers  concern  is  with  deeds, 
not  claims.  The  true  believer  is  careful  to  try  to  walk  in  the  Light,  which 
is  Jesus  Christ  and  because  of  this  there  is  no  stumbling  in  him.   The  word 
for  stumbling  is  "3KANDAL0N."   It  means,  "the  moveable  stick  or  trigger  of  a 
trap;  a  trap  or  snare,;  any  impsEtiBmn  impediment  placed  in  the  way  causing  one 
to  stumble  or  fall."  The  believer  is  to  live  in  such  a  way  that  he  never  places 
anything  in  the  way  for  another  brother  to  stumble  over  or  fall.   But  just  as 
importantly,  there  is  nothing  in  his  life  which  would  keep  someone  from  coining 
to  Christ.  Any  obstacle  that  would  hurt  or  harm  his  testimony  should  be  done 
_^ay  with,  so  others  may  come  to  accept  Christ.  This  is  what  Jesus  meant  when 
He  said,  "Let  your  ligjrt  so  shine  before  men  that  they  may  see  your  good  works 
and  glorify  your  Father  who  is  in  heaven."   We  should  do  all  to  glorify  God  in 
our  lives  and  God  is  glorified  when  our  lives  bring  others  to  Him. 
Now  John  sums  this  up  as  we  read  in  the  11th  verse.   "But  he  that  hateth  his 
brother  is  in  darkness,  and  walketh  in  darkness,  and  knoweth  not  whither  he 
goeth,  because  that  darkness  hath  blinded  his  eyes."   What  he  is  saying  is  that 
he  frho  hates  his  brother  is  not  simply  walking  in  darkness,  but  is  condemned  to 
walk  or  spend  his  life  in  darkness.  Though  he  has  eyes  he  can  see  nothing. 
John  is  striving  to  point  out  that  hating  one's  brother,  and  we  should  point  oui 
that  "brother"  is  a  fellow-believer,  to  hate  our  fellow-believers  is  to  live 
a  meaningless  existence.   It  keeps  the  one  who  hates  from  enjoying  the  presence 
of  God  and  enjoying  the  fellowship  with  God  and  one  another  we  should  have. 
But  there  is  an  important  ingredient  in  all  of  this  that  John  is  striving  to 
convey  which  makes  the  meaning  of  all  of  this  clear. 
(Illustration  of  Rudyard  Kipling  speaking  to  an  unmanageable  elephant,  in  his 

own  language.) 

ohn  is  stressing  that  in  order  to  "Know  God,"  we  must  know  the  language.  Taht 
language  is  love  as  evidenced  in  Jesus  Christ;  as  learned  and  read  in  God's 
Word;  and  in  practicing  it  in  our  lives  daily.  Each  of  us  should  be  seeking  to 
know  the  language  of  God,  and  in  that  way,  we  will  leanr  the  art  of  "Knowing 
God." 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Twenty-First  Sunday  After  Pentecost       October  16, 
The  Hev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Past  r 
Mr.  Harry  Cunningham,  Musical  Director 
Mr.  Roland  Thompson,  Saxophonist 
Chris  Andrews,  Traci  MoMlllin  -  Acolytes 


ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude      "Suite  for  Worship  on  'New  Brittain1" 
"Praise  ye  the  Father 


Norris 


•Processional  Hymn  No.  136 
•Ascription 
•Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)"0  Lord,  our  Father,  we  come  to 
you  as  a  people  who  are  a  part  of  the  community  of  believers. 
We  seek  your  guidance  for  we  know  that  the  Church  cannot  exist 
without  it.  Forgive  each  mernrer  of  your  church  for  their 
individual  and  corporate  sins.  Keep  us  true  to  the  commit- 
ment of  upbuilding  the  Church  thro;  shout  the  world.  Keep  us 
from  the  divisions  that  seperate  us   from  others.  And  always 
keep  us  steadfast  in  your  love,  in  Jesus  name.  Amen." 
•Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon 
•Praise         v. 

•Pastor:   Blessed  be  the  Lord  God! 
•People:  And  blessed  be  His  Glorious  Name  forever 
•Gloria  Patri 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

Joys,  Concerns,  Prayer  Requests 
Hymn  No.  161    "Breathe  On  Me,  Breath  of  God" 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit 
Pastor:  Let  ua  Pray 
Prayer 
chjral  Amen 
Offering 
Offertory 


> 


"I  Want  Jesus  to  Walk  with  Me" 


-Spiritual 


I  want  Jesus  to  walk  with  me, 
All  along  my  pilgrim's   journey, 
Lord,   I  want  Jesus   to  walk  with  me. 


> 


In  my  trials.  Lord,  walk  with  me. 
When  my  heart  is  almost  breaking, 
lord,  I  want  Jesus  to  walk  with  me. 
When  I'm  in  trouble.  Lord,  walk  with  me. 
When  my  head  is  bowed  in  sorrow, 
Lord,  I  want  Jesus  to  walk  with  me. 
•Doxolagy  No.  382 

Anthem:   "0  Thou  Whose  Feet  Have  Climbed  Life's  Hill" 
-I  John  2:14 

Scripture       1  John  2:12-17 

Sermon:     "Joint-Participation:  A  Contrast  And  A  Trap" 
•Closing  Hymn  No.  613  "Fight  the  Good  Fight" 

Benediction 

Choral  Benediction 

Postlude    "I  walk  in  Danger  All  the  Way"   Kindermann 

+  +  ♦++  +  +  +  +  "Congregation  Standing  ♦++♦+*+* 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  are  from  the  Wedding 

of  Marci  Sheppeck  and  Wes  Hawkins  who  were  married  , 
Attendance  152  with  9  Visitors. 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are  *Rob  Vinroe,  Robert  Dellen, 

Randy  Dellen  and  Brian  Kennedy. 
Mr.  1  Mrs.  Wallace  Feder  will  greet  the  Congregation 

at  the  door  this  morning.  •  „ 

Nursery  will  be  provided  today 

Hospitalized:  Mr.  H<*nA   i //•/'•'■£ (  tiftr*  fyt£   M/l.    CA''J£ 
Debbie  Melton,  and  Nancy  Dellen  will  be  visiting  the 

Hospital  this  week  plus  a  shut-in  and  an  non-attending 

person. 
We  served  a  total  of  571  dinners  for  the  Soup  and  Salad 

Day.   (17  less  than  last  Oct.)  The  bazaar  table  had 

a  profit  of  $281. SO.  Thanks  to  everyone  who  helped  in 

any  way. 
Monday  -  6:30-8:30  -  Volleyball  in  Rehoboth  Hall 
Tuesday  and  Thurs.  -  6-8  -  Aerobics  *i  Rehoboth  Hall 
Wed.  -  7:0O  -  Chancel  Choir 
Thurs.  -  10:30  A.M.  -  Mary  Martha  Circle  will  meet 

at  the  Home  of  Mary  Lou  Davis.  Sandy  Sheppeck  will 

continue  with  Bible  Study. 
Fri.  and  Saturday  -  Oct.  21  and  22.  Apple  Butter  making 

Friday  -  cut-up  apples  -  start  at  9:00  A.M.  Bring  a  sack 

lunch,  pan  and  paring  knife.  Saturday  -  starting  at 

&53?  ^rW'iKHhfSrgSSa  &ie,a|nanr£hrarl°wlth-pglni 


) 


"Joint-.farticipai;ion:  a  uomraai,  *uu  n.  j.j.a.y 
Scripture:  1  John  2:12-17 
He-  t  red  parabl,  listn  &  C  if  U  cnn  pik  out  meaning 
(I_ .us  fractured  parable) 
How  many  U  recogniz  wat  bk  ^ibl  cum  from? 
How  many  don't  kno?  How  many  wud  like  to  hear  agii 
Net   a  2say  3am  sur  had  th  mixup,but  1th  sed  4-  him, 
he  covr  all  bases 
He  includ  ever1,ever  situatin  in  Bibl 
This  slitly  simlar  2wat  J  do  this  Scrip 
He  aply  mesag  he  bin  teach  2includ  evrl  w/in  Xp  Chur 

No  exclud  anyl ,but  due  in  2way3 
1st-vss  12-1*  mak  contrast  tween  dif  Blievrs 
2nd  vss  15-17  warn  of  trap 
As  Ik  vss  12-1*  C  wrot  rhythmic .poetic  manr 
sed  B4  J  writ  lik  poet.musicin  compos  lyrics  &  1st 
th  note, vss  hav  lilt  qualty  bout  them 
2nd  th  notic  they  seem  repititus,sevrl  reasns  4tb.it 
J  at  least  90  wen  wrot  &  tol  wen  persn  age  hav  tend- 
ency 2repeat  self-Jk  I  keep  remin  Sh  this  apecil  wen 

repeat  sumthin  lik=Tak  out  garbag,tak  out  garbag 
othr  posibilty,(S;  mor  likly)w/reptition  mesag  Bourn 
part  of  hearer 
2repeat  sumthin  sevrl  time  mak  more  posib  nothr  jbbi 
peran  2  absorb  it 
Ther  not  only  contras ttween  Blievrs  wh  J  sho.but 
contras  tween  how  adres  them«  READ  vss  12  -  1ft 
Here  def  contras j 1st  in  pres  tens/2nd  past  tens 
Hav  no  def  anser  4this,but  this  method  emply  by 
peop  Gr  spk  worl  that  day;persn  writ  letr  knu  perst 
receiv  wud  B  old  news, or  past  tens  &  so  persn  writ 
i*tr  plac  self  persn  who  read,&  writ  as  wud  read= 
I   it  tol  U  this/I  hav  writn  2tel  U  etc. 

This  J  do  w/exceptin  1st  wrot  pres  tens  emphsis  mesE 
vs  12=TEKNIA=endear  word=Bloved  1 ' s  &  adres  remark 

thoz  jus  recent  cum  2Xp, newest  Blievrs  in  Ch 
Heasn  4writ=vs  12b;nu  Blievr  2B  remin  ovr,ovr  agin 
sins  4givn,past,gon,duiiaway  with 

But  not  4anyth/any1  can/cud  do  on  own 
Insted=Bcuz  Name  Js  Xp=In  HIS  NAME  G  let  this  hapn 
4  HIS  SAKE  G  brot  salvatin  thru  Him  &  let  anyl  who 
wil  cum  2  Him  2entr  that  relatship 
vs  13a=J  no  nece3arly  singl  out  eldr  men  of  Ch  as  spl 
thoz  who  matur  in  faith 
spk  2thoz  who  hav  Known  Him  &  word=GIN03K0  &,  here 
r*fer  2thoz  hav/poses  certin  knowledg 

lis  kaowledg  only  cum  1way  &  that=To  Know  Him  & 
To  Kno  Him  is  21ern  of  Hiffl,2gro  in  Him,2matur  in 
faith 


ms  only  sum  rr/ongo  Knowieag  mm  «;/ 

Best  explantin  this=Phil  3:8-10 

Confus  part  wat  J  say-Bcuz  U  hav  kno  Him  from  begin 
Ital'  "iound  as  tho  fathrs  adres  H  ancient  membrs  Ch 

3i.„  had  prob  seen  Js,herd  liim  &  known  hinijbut  J  ref 

2tttoz  who  by  livs,wen  1st  cum  2  Xp.at  begin  that 

wa"   evidenc  they  H  His, They  Kno  Him 
vs  1^b=J  spk  here  yngr  men  Chjthoz  not  only  accpt  rol 

leadship  £h,but  stan  firm  agin  atacka  Satan  personl 

&  in  Ch;they  fite  ongo  batl  8-,  stan  firm 
fals  teachrs  atack,but  Bcuz  matur/maturing  Xians 
battle  was  B  won  4  Lord 
vs  13c=wordj»PAlDIA»sum1  undr  instructing  or  guidanc 

of  anothr;dif  word  than  TEKMIA 
thez  wer  stil  Nu  Blievrs  &  say  writ  them  Bcua  hav 
cum  2kno  Pat hr, God, thru  inatructins/guidanc  giv  by 
mor  matur  membrs  of  Ch 
vs  14«reitrate  mesag  &  only  dif  is  peculiar  way  of  Gr 

persn  get  mesag  wud  read  pas  tens,but  mesag  stil  sam 
From  this  can  C   contrasts  of  Blievrs=Yng  ones, mor 

mature  ones,fc  yng  growing  ones 
vss  15-17«=J  delt  previus  issues  &.  now  giv  Fathrly 

advicjthis  advic  is  obvius^Xpian  not  to  B  wrap  up 

things  worl  lose  site  of  wat  is  import  &  real, 
Xpian  21k  out  4trap  of  worllinoas 
(Illus  Dr.  McCoy  serv  India  aftr  retirment) 
as  he  sed*I  started  wen  I  had  nothing  2  lose" 

Wat  do  we  hav  21os?  Wat  R  our  goals, our  ambitins, 

our  dreams? 
J  say-vs  SJ*Sli*a  1?a=READ 

Wat  is  important?  =  va  17b=KEAD 
All  U  &  I  kno  &  can  0  wil  1day  crumbl  in2  nothnes  & 
du.  J&  only  that  wh  bin  dun  in  name  of  L  wil  las  4 
eternty 

suml  sed=1lif ,twil  soon  B  past  &  only  that  wh  is  dun 
4  Xp  wil  last 

We  cud  &.  shud  ask=Wat  in  the  world  H  U  doing  4  Xp's 

Sake? 
The  only  way  2escap  trap  worlines  is  2Bgin  2serv  Him 

we  nevr  2yng,nevy  2old,  the  chaleng  is  2all  of  us 
Yng  men/women, thoz  new  in  faith, fathrs/mothrs, thoz 
aor  matur  perhaps  &  litl  childrn,ever1 
AMD  THE  WORLD  FAS3ETH  AWAY,&  THE  LUST  THEREOF: BUT  HE 
THAT  DOETH  THE  WILL  OF  GOD  ABIDETH  FOR  EVER. 


"Joint-Participation:  A  Contrast  And  A  Trap" 
Scripture:  1  Jo an  2:12-1? 

J  recently  read  a  story  about  parables  which  defies  description.   I'd  like  to 
share  it  with  you.  Please  listen  closely  and  see  if  you  can  pick  out  the 
true  meaning. 

(Read  "Fractured  Parbles" ,  Sam's  mixed  up  Bible  stories  in  a  parable  form) 
How  many  of  you  recognize  xftgxgaKiriaxgx  what  book  of  the  Bible  it  came  from? 
How  many  of  you  don't  know?  How  many  don't  care?  How  many  would  like  to  hear 
it  again?  Well,  needless  to  say  Sam  sure  had  things  rather  mixed  up.  But  one 
ver  positive  and  definite  thing  that  can  be  said  for  him,  is,  that  he  covered 
all  the  bases.   He  included  practically  everyone  and  every  situation  in  the 
entire  Bible.  xaxl&&kJtHkj<:kfcigxpTOKiCTxgxx&griFEgxg  This  is  xsmKKkxx  slightly 
similar  to  what  John  was  doing  with  this  Scripture.   John  was  applying  the 
message  he  had  been  teaching  to  include  everyone  in  fckK  within  the  Christian 
Church.  He  doesn't  exclude  anyone.  But  he  does  this  in  two  ways.   First,  in 
verses  12  through  14  he  makes  a  "Contrast"  between  different  believers.  Then 
in  verses  15  through  17  he  warns  of  a  trap. 

Now  as  we  look  at  verses  12  through  14  we  see  that  they  are  written  in  a  xxx* 
rhythmic,  poetic  manner.  We  had  said  before  that  John  writes  much  like  a  poet 

-  a  musician  composing  lyrics.  The  first  thing  we  notice  is  that  the  verses 
nas  a  lilting  quality  about  them.  The  second  thing  we  notice  is  that  they 
seem  repetitious.  Several  reasons  are  possible  for  this.  The  first  is  that 
John  is  was  at  least  90  when  he  probably  wrote  this  and  we  are  told  that  with 
age  the  person  has  a  tendency  to  repeat  himself.   (I  keep  reminding  Shirley  of 
this.  Especially  when  she  repeats  over  and  over,  "Take  out  the  garbage,  t ak« 
out  the  garbage)."  But  the  other  possibility  and  this  is  more  likely,  with 
repetition,  the  message  becomes  a  part  of  the  hearer.  To  repeat  something 
several  times  makes  it  more  possible  for  another  person  to  absorb  it. 
There  is  not  only  the  contrast  between  believers  which  John  shows,  but  a  con- 
trast between  how  he  addresses  them.   In  verses  12  and  13  he  says,  "I  tax 
write  unto  you  little  children,  I  write  unto  you  fathers,  I  write  unto  you 
young  men."  In  xkxxkx  verse  14  he  says,  "I  have  written  unto  you  fathers, 
I  have  written  unto  you  young  men."  Here  is  a  definite  contrast,  fin  The  first 
method  writes  in  the  present  tense,  the  second  method  writes  in  the  past  tense. 
Be  have  no  definite  answer  concerning  this  but  we  do  know  that  this  method  was 
employed  by  people  in  the  Greek  speaking  world  of  that  day.  The  person  who 

'as  writing  to  another  was  aware  that  that  person  would  not  receive  the  letter 
""until  a  later  time.   And  so  the  news  written  would  be  in  the  past  tense. 
Therefore,  as  the  reader  read  the  letter  he  would  read  what  the  writer  had  writ 
ten  with  the  writer  placing  himself  in  the  person  of  the  reader.  The  writer 

would  say  something  like,  "I  have  told  you  this,  etc,  etc."  or,  "I  have 


written  this  to  tell  you  etc,  etc."  This  ia  exactly  what  John  was  doing  with 
the  exception  that  he  first  wrote  it  in  the  present  tense  to  emphasize  his 
L.jsage.  So  he  begins, "I  write  unto  you,  little  children,  because  your  sins 
are  forgiven  you  for  His  name's  sake."  The  word  for"little  children"   is  irat 
ttPPrgggrexBn&aa»iMsxxggKHxAaxMftia>iAh*xfra^xKirafe  once  again  th< 

word  "TEKNIA"  the  «agflxxm  endearing  word.  John  is  saying,  "My  beloved  little 
ones."  He  is  addressing  his  remearks  to  those  who  had  Just  recently  come  to 
Christ,  the  very  newest  believers  in  the  church.  He  says  that  his  reason  for 
writing  was,  "Because  your  sins  are  forgiven  for  His  name's  sake."  The  new 
believers  are  to  be  reminded  over  and  over  again  that  their  sins  are  foggiven, 
they  are  past,  done  away  with.  But  not  for  anything  that  anyone  can  or  could 
do  on  his  own.  But  instead,  because  of  the  Name  of  Jesus  Christ.   It  is  in  Hi 
Name  that  God  let  this  happen.   It  was  for  His  sake,  that  God  brought  salvatio 
through  Him  and  lets  anyone  who  will  come  to  Him  enter  into  that  relationship. 
Then  John  addresses  the  next  group  of  believers  in  the  ehurch  and  says  in  the 
13th  verse,  "I  write  unto  you  fathers^  because  ye  have  known  Him  that  is  from 
the  beginning."  John  is  not  necessarily  singling  out  the  elder  men  of  the 
church,  as  he  is  speaking  of  those  who  are  mature  in  the  faith.  He  is  speakin 
to  those  who  have  "Known  Him,"  and  the  word  for  "know"  is  "GINOSKO"  and  here 

i   refers  to  those  who  have  or  possess  a  certain  knowledge,  T  is  knowledge 
can  only  come  in  one  way  and  that  is  "To  know  Him,"  and  "To  know'^im"  is  to 
learn  of  Him,  to  grow  in  Him,  to  mature  in  the  faith.   This  only  comes  with 
an  ongoing  "Knowledge  "  of  Him.  Perhaps  the  best  explanation  of  this  is  found 
in  Paul's  letter  to  the  Philippians  chapter  3:8-10,  (read  this).  The  con- 
fusing part  of  this  verse  is  John  saying,  "Because  ye  have  known  Him,  that  is 
from  the  beginning."  This  makes  it  sound  as  though  the  fathers  addressed  are 
the  ancient  ones  of  the  church.  There  were  some  who  had  probably  seen  Jesus, 
had  heard  Him  and  known  Him.  But  John  is  referring  to  those  who  by  their  live 
when  they  first  came  to  Christ j  at  the  beginning  of  that  walkj  those  are  the 

ones  he  is  speaking  to. 

How  he  goes  on  to  say,  "I  write  unto  you  young  men,  because  ye  have  overcome 
the  wicked  one."  John  is  speaking  to  the  younger  men  of  the  church  who  not 
only  were  accepting  the  roles  of  leadership  within  the  church,  but  were  stand- 
ing firm  against  the  attacks  of  Satan  personally,  and  in  the  church.  They  wei 
fighting  an  ongoing  battle  but  were  standing  firm.  The  false  teachers  were 
ttacking,  but  because  of  mature  and  maturing  Christians,  the  battle  was  being 

won  for  the  Lord. 

Then  John  comes  back  to  the -first  ones  to  whom  he  had  addressed  his  remarks 

and  he  says,  "I  write  unto  you  little  children,  because  ye  have  known  the 

father."  Here  John  uses  the  wort  "PAIDIA"  for  children.   It  is  a  different 


meaning  than  the  word  "TEKNIA"  which  he  used  before.  The  word  "PAIDIA"  means 
someone  who  is  under  instructions  or  guidance  of  another.  These  were  still  the 
l..  a   believers  but  he  is  saying  he  writes  to  them  because  they  have  come  to  know 
the  Father,  God,  through  the  instructions  and  guidance  of  the  more  mature  mem- 
bers of  the  church. 

Now  that  John  has  written  these  things  he  re-iterates  his  message  as  we  read  in 
the  14th  verse,  (read  this).   The  only  difference  as  we  said  before  is  the 
peculiar  way  of  writing  which  was  done  in  Greek,  The  person  reading  John's 
letter  would  get  the  message  that  John  had  written  this  and  although  he  states 
it  in  the  past  tense  it  is  still  of  vital  importance  because  the  message  is  the 
same.   So  we  can  see  the  contrasts  of  the  believers.   The  young  ones,  the  more 
mature  ones  and  the  young  growing  ones. 

How  that  John  has  dealt  with  these  issues  he  gives  some  fatherly  advice  in  the 
next  3  verses,  (read  these).  His  advice  here  is  obvious.  The  Christian  is  not 
to  be  so  wrapped  up  in  the  world  and  the  things  of  the  world  that  he  loses 
sight  of  what  is  important  and  real. 

(Illustration  of  Dp.  Charles  McCoy  serving  in  India  after  retirement) 
As  he  said,  "I  started  when  I  had  nothing  to  lode."  What  do  we  have  to  lose? 
What  are  our  goals,  our  ambitions,  our  dreams?  John  says,  "And  the  world  pas- 
„>th  away,  and  the  lust  thereof."  But  what  is  important?   "But  he  that  doeth 
the  will  of  God  ahideth  for  ever."  All  that  you  and  I  know  and  can  see  will 
one  day  crumble  into  dust  and  nothingness  and  only  that  which  has  been  done  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord  will  last  through  eternity.  Someone  has  said,  "Only  one 
day  will  soon  be  past;  only  that  which  is  done  for  Christ  will  last."  What  in 
the  world  are  we  doing  for  Christ's  sake?  The  only  way  to  escape  the  trap  of 
worldlinesa  is  to  begin  to  serve  Him.  We  are  never  too  young  and  we  are  never 
too  old.  The  challenge  is  to  all  of  us.  Young  men  and  women,  those  new  in  the 
faith j  fahters  and  mothers,  those  more  mature  perhaps;  and  little  children,  ±fes 
those  just  starting  out  in  the  faith.   "And  the  world  passeth  away,  and  the 
lust  thereof:  but  he  that  doeth  the  will  of  God  abideth  for  ever." 
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Twenty-Second  Sunday  After  Pentecost  October  23,  1933 
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Mr.  Harry  Cunningham,  Musical  Director 
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ORDER  DP  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude      "In  Times  Like  These"     Jones/Bock 
♦Processional  Hymn  No,  616  "Stand  up,  stand  up  for  Jesus" 
♦Ascription 
•Exhortation 

♦Confession  {In  Unison)  "We  offer  unto  thee  our  Father, 
praise  for  the  gift  of  thy  spirit.  We  ask  for  thy  Spirit 
at  the  times  when  we  are  filled  with  doubt;  when  we  are 
filled  with  hatred;  when  we  are  devoid  of  patience; 
when  we  show  forth  selfishness.   In  all  circumstances 
which  are  contrary  to  thy  will,  send  thy  Spirit  to  help, 
to  heal,  and  may  we  know  thy  forgiveness,  through  Christ.  Amen. 
♦Kyrie 

♦Assurance  of  Pardon 
*Praise 

♦Pastor:   Blessed  be  the  Lord  Godt 
♦People:   And  blessed  be  His  Glorious  Name  forever 
•Gloria  Patri 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

Joys,  Gonerns ,  Prayer  Requests 

Hymn  No,   91  HIITIs  so  sweet  to  trust  in  Jesus" 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit 
Pastor;   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer 
Choral  Amen 
Offering 

Offertory    "Voluntary  in  C"  Beckel 

♦Doxology  No.  332 
Hymn  No.  617     "Onward,  Christian  Soldiers" 
Scripture      1  John  2:18-28 


Sermon:     "Joint— Participation: 
Anthem:   "God  Be  in  my  Head" 
♦Benediction 
Choral  Benediction 
Postlude      "Allegro  non  troppo' 


About  Antichrists" 
Wilson 


Wedemann 


++++++++  "Congregation  Standing  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Ed  and  Gloria  Walker  to  the  "Glory  of  God" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:   *Riehard  Mangel,  Don 

Kingsley,  Gary  Penar    Steve  Vargo* 

Mr*  k  Mrs.  Dave  McKillin  will  greet  the  Congregation. 
Elders  Association  Meeting  -  Man.  Oct.  24  -  7:00  P.M. ♦ 
^/-Hospitalized:  William  Sheppeck' 

Dc::sld  Kennedy  and  Ray  Covert  will  be  visiting  the 

Hospital  this  week,  plus  a  Shut-in  and  an  non-attend- 
ing person. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today. 
^> Right  after  our  Worship  Service  today  -  a  Meeting 

of  the  Benov.  and  Welfare  Committee  in  Library. 
Monday  -  Rehoboth  Hall  -  Volleyball  6:30-9:30  P.M. 
Tues  and  Thurs-  Aerobics  in  Rehoboth  Ha."1 1 
Wed.  -  Chancel  Choir  -  7:00  P.M. 
^>-  We  need  8  men  each  Sunday  for  the  f'^Et  two  Sundays 

in  November-   Please  contact  Bill  Pflugh  if  you  can 

help  wheel  patients  to  the  Service  at  the  VA  Hospital. 

It  is  our  Churches  responsibility  to  help  with  this 

Program  each  year. 
Oct,  28  -  Evely  and  Alvin  Shakely  will  celebrate  their 

43rd  wedding  Anniversary*   Congratulations!!! 
Oct.  30  (Sunday  Evening  -  6:30-8:00  P.M.)  -  Costume 

Party  for  everyone  in  the  Church  -  Rehoboth  Hall* 

All  details  were  sent  to  you  this  week. 
You  can  help  fight  school-aids  drug  and  alchol  abuse. 

Please  it*>nd  the  Butler  Area  Task  Force  Town  meeting. 

Wed.  Nov.  2  -  7:30,  and  Wed,  Nov.  9  -  7:30  -  at  the 

Butler  Intermediate  High  School  -  Rooms  262  and  263. 
The   Butler  VWCA  is  holding  its  fall  membership  drive 

for  Y-Teens,  a  group  for  girls  in  graded  7  thru  10th 
grade  who  enjoy  group  activities  and  service  projects. 
The  YW  will  sponsor  a  free  fashion  show  with  fashions 

by  the  Clearview  Mall  sotres.  Wed*  Nov,  16,  at  7  PH. 

for  prospective  mernbers(  ^heir  mothers  and  guests. 


"Joint-Participation:  About  Antichrists" 
Scripture:  1  John  2:18-^8 

In   vevius  abepps  J  bin  spk  agin  fals  teach/techrs/ 
berries  who  espous  thez  teachs 
but  use  method  spk  indirec  bout  it, now  depart  from 
4m*'»-  format  &  confront  directly 
Moc^_  ociety  we  R  concern  keep  w/lates  evr  field  & 
mesag  oftimes  lost=*examp  is  follow=Babl  jargn/gradlos 

Not  quit  cas  J  this  Scrip 
vs  18a=PAIDIA  agin  as  in  vs  13  &  mean=thoa  undr  instr 
or  undr  guidanc 
nu  Blievrs  in  Gh  &  hear/herd  last  times 
J  spok  of  it  Ss  ther  sines  pt  2it 
Mt  24:23-26=This  pt  Js  tel  fals  Xps  2cura  along 
J  add=18b=want  Bievr  2kno  thez  peop  on  scene 
In  Rev  J  writ  1worl  rulr  but  this  Scrip  J  spk  many 
Antichrists 

Gr=ANTICHRIST03=2meanings=Anti=aginst, opposite 
but  can  also  mean=in  plac  of 
So  J  say=ther  thoz  agin  Xp,stan  oppositin  2  Him, 
but  ther  also  thoz  claim  they  wer  Xp 
Vs  19= J  pt  they  1nce  in  felship,bin  in  Ch  but  didnt 
Bliev  same  things  &  want  do  own  thing 
So  sine  cudnt  swing  Gh  aroun  2their  way  think, left 
form  own  congs  &  by  this  Bcum  manif est=evident  wat 
were  &  wat  Blieved 
vs  20=assur  Gh  membrs  they  anoint  H  Sp,spk  furthr=27 
vs  21=asei?t  reasn  4writ  ;Biievrs  knu  truth/eror  &  he 
aware  this, so  asur  them  his  purp  4writ  no  Bquz  they 
no  kno  truth, but  reassur  them  in  their  stanc  4-  truth 
ovr  error  &  lies 
vs  "°=identfy  who  spk  agin=the  gnostics  who  form  Irgtel 

gi-^_  hertics  &  wer  1&s  who  claim  Js  not  Xp 
Js=G  is  salvatin  &.  proclaim  Mesiah  sent  from  G 
Xp=G's  anoint  1,&  thus  2deny  He  Xp  was  2deny  He  G's 
deliverer 
J  say  vs  22b=Read=then  add  vs  23=READ 
he  say  anyl  deny  Js  as  Son  of  G,actul  deny  G 
Js  say=Fathr  &  I  are  1,thus  4anyq  2say  I  Bliev  in  F, 
but  not  Son  is  hersy,4  to  kno  1  is  2kno  othr  &  convers 
2deny  1  is  2deny  othr 
Thoz  word  J  letr  Jus  as  tru, relevant  2us  our  day  as 
wer  wen  1st  wrote 
Listn  wat  Bliev  bout  Js,&  sed  hout  Him 
(I-1  lustration  thez  ,3chweitzr,Mormns,  Jeh  tfitnes  etc) 
Sh  =atheist; Schweitzer  cal  Xpian;Bultmann  Theologin 
othrs  R  cults, not  Xpian 


■■caen  ccura  auDxy  lmpori;  we  tcno  wai;  tsxxev  &   ix  no    d/~ 
kno  that,2determin  2kno  wat  shud  ^liev  &  nevr  deviat 

This  wat  J  advocat  in  this  Scrip 
vs   '=J  spk  fundys  of  faith=Js  horn  virgin ;deth  cross 
4mQnkind;resureetin  grav ;  2HstxKHm±irK  Ascensin  &  inter 
cessor  B4  thron  of  G-;iminent  return  latr  time 
tb^z  truths  J  want  Blievrs  hold  on  to 
Use  ord=ABIDE=remaintcling  to, stay  put 
vs  25=2ternl  lif  reward  4  Blievr  accpt  Js  Xp  as  L  &, 

Saviour  &  it  prom  we  can  cling  2 
J  evr  vigilant  Blievrs  undr  atack  &  giv  forfcki  furthr 
assur  concern  reasn  4writ  vs  26=RSAD 
Blievr  undr  atack  &  ther  wer  thoz  sot  pul  from  faitt 
seek  2seduc,trik  turn  fr/faith  Js  Xp 
Tru  2day  as  then  &  morso  Bcuz  seducrs  mor  organiz 
Vs  27=Who  J  talk  bout?  why  duznt  Blievr  need  2B  taut? 
How  can  anointing  teach  anything? 
understan  mus  Ik  wat  Js  say  bout  this 
Jb  14:26HEAD;Jn  16:1 5-1 4=HEAD 
J  relat  2Blievrs  in  Ch  that  H  Sp  ABIDE  in  them,&  the 
Blievr  2  ABIDE  in  Him  in  return 
Blievr  2remain  stedfas,2  remain, 2  stay  put  in  faith 
Ski  In  return  G*s  H  Sp  wil  no  lv  Blievr 
only  thru  His  strength  we  can  hold  fast  2faith 
G-'s  H  Sp  withus  2teach,instruc,empowr,&  giv  needed 

help  4  ea  moment  of  ea  day 
Vs  28=Jus  wat  J  say  here? 
G  if  U  can  identfy  follow  persn=Sum  U  kno  him, sum  hei 
(Illus  Chuck  Swindell  &  wat  was  1  time) 
Js  needs  2B  mor  than  guest  our  livs 
Needs  2B  made  L  of  our  livs 
J  say  we  need  2B  dedicated  disciples 
onl^  way  can  hav  confidenc  &  not  B  ashamed  at  His 
com  _  g,or  wen  appear  B4  Him,  is  2B  comitted  2  Him 
without  reservation. 


"Joint-Participation:  About  Antichrists" 

Scripture:  1  John  2:18-28 

^_  the  previous  Scriptures  John  has  been  speaking  against  the  false  teaching, 
the  false  teachers  and  the  heretics  who  were  espousing  these  teachings.   But 
he  did  it  using  the  atxx  method  of  speaking  indirectly  about  it.  But  now  he 
departs  from  his  former  format  and  confronts  them  directly. 

In  our  modern  society  we  are  so  concerned  with  keeping  up  with  the  latest  in 
every  field,  the  message  is  oftentimes  lost.  An  example  is  the  following 
notice  which  was  sent  home  with  some  high  school  students: 
(Illustration  of  Babbljargon  &  college  grad  mother  didn't  understand) 
This  isn't  quite  the  case  with  John  in  this  Scripture.   John  begins  by  stating 
in  the  18th  verse,  (Read  verse  18a).  He  uses  the  term  "EAIDIA"  again  as  he 
used  it  back  in  the  15th  verse.   The  word  means,  "Those  who  are  under  instruct* 
ion,  or  guidance."  As  new  believers  in  the  ctiurch  they  were  hearing  and  had 
heard  of  the  "Last  Times."   John  spoke  of  it  and  there  were  definitely  signs 
which  would  point  to  it.   We  read  for  instsnce  in  the  24th  chapter  of  the  Gos- 
pel of  Matthew,  Jesus  Himself  speaking  about  it.  Verses  2$   to  26,  (read  these). 
At  this  point  Jesus  was  telling  of  false  Chriats  which  would  come  along.  Sttsx 
^!OixSBXpsiHXiHlSXBK:im?i*fcx*E.&xxx±r8*xpBiHix*BB:tx:fcta 

l«S«SSg*8XBliXtK8XSB»H8Xa«axtt»^XtK«xtoXXint«ESXiHXt»»XBhMrBhXIIHBltedxtBXfcB 

ITWBXBxbXxs&zbx  So  John  adds  to  what  he  has  said  so  far  the  words,  "And  as  ye 
have  heard  that  antichrist  shall  come,  even  now  are  there  many  antichrists; 
whereby  we  know  that  it  is  the  last  time."  He  wanted  the  believer  to  know  that 
these  people  were  on  the  scene.   Hra  John  writes  in  the  book  of  Revelation  of 
one  world  dominant  ruler  who  will  step  forth  one  day  and  this  ruler  is  called 
the  antichrist.  But  in  this  Scripture  John  is  speaking  of  many  antichrists. 
The  Greek  word  ANTICHRISTOS  actually  has  two  meanings.   The  word  "ANTI"  means 
"against,"  or,  "opposite."  But  it  can  also  mean,  "in  place  of."  So  what  John 
is  saying  is  that  there  were  those  who  were  against  Christ,  or  stood  in  opposi- 
tion to  Him,  but  there  were  also  those  who  made  the  claim  they  were  Christ. 
John  goes  on  to  point  out  that  these  people  were  once  a  part  of  the  Joint  fell- 
owship they  shared  and  he  says  about  them  in  verse  19,  "T,  ey  went  out  from  us, 
but  they  were  not  of  us;  for  if  they  had  been  of  us,  they  would  no  doubt  have 
continued  with  us:  but  they  went  out,  that  they  might  be  made  manifest  that 
they  were  not  all  of  us." 
They  had  been  in  the  church,  but  they  didn't  believe  the  same  things  and  wanted 

to  do  their  own  thing.  So  since  they  couldn't  swing  the  church  around  to  their 
•ay  of  thinking,  they  left  and  formed  their  own  congeegationa  and  by  this  it 
became  manifest,  or  evident  just  what  they  were  and  what  they  believed. 
John  says,  "But  ye  have  an  unction  from  the  Holy  One,  and  ye  know  all  things," 
in  verse  20.   He  is  assuring  the  church  members  that  they  are  anointed  by  the 

Holy  Spirit.   He  speaks  of  this  further  in  the  27th  verse,  which  we  will  come 
to  a  little  later. 


-2- 

John  asserts  his  reason  for  writing  in  the  21st  verse  where  he  says,  "I  have 
not  written  unto  you  because  ye  know  not  the  truth,,  hut  because  ye  know  it, 
i  I  that  no  lie  is  of  the  truth." 
Tne  believers  in  the  church  knew  truth  and  error  and  he  was  aware  of  this.   Jo 

he  assures  them  that  irexxsxiiBixwirxfcbcg  his  purpose  for  writing  is  not  because 

they  don't  know  the  truth,  but  to  reassure  them  in  their  stance  for  truth  over 

errors  and  lies. 

Now  that  he  has  stated  these  things  he  identifies  who  he  is  speaking  against  as 

we  learn  from  the  22nd  verse.  He  asks,  "Who  is  a  liar  but  he  that  denieth  that 

Jesus  is  the  Christ?"  The  Gnostics,  ik  who  formed  the  largest  group  of  heretics 

were  the  ones  who  claimed  that  Jesus  was  not  the  Christ.   This  meant  that  He  was 

not  the  .Saviour  He  was  supposed  to  be.  His  name  "Jesus"  meant  "God  is  salvation 

and  proclaimed  Him  as  the  Messiah  sent  from  God,  and  the  name"Christ"  meant, 

"God's  anointed  One."   T^us,  to  deny  He  was  the  Christ,  was  to  deny  that  He  was 

God's  deliverer.  But  John  adds  to  this  by  saying,  "He  is  antichrist,  that 

denieth  the  Father  and  the  Son."  And  he  elaborates  on  this  in  the  23rd  verse 

by  stating,  "Whosoever  denieth  the  oon,  the  same  hath  not  the  Father:  but  he 
that  acknowiedgeth  the  Son  hath  the  Father  also." 

John  is  saying  that  anyone  who  denies  Jesus  as  the  oon  of  God,  is  actually 

denyong  God.   Jesus  said  "I  and  the  Father  are  one."   Thus,  for  anyone  to  say 

believe  in  the  Father,  but  not  the  Son,"  is  heresy,  for  to  know  one  is  to 

know  the  other;  to  believe  in  the  One  is  to  believe  in  the  other;  and  conversely 

to  deny  one  is  to  deny  the  other.   These  words  in  John's  letter  are  just  as 

relevant  to  us  in  our  day,  as  they  were  when  he  first  wrote  them.  Listen  to 

what  is  believed  about  Jesus  and  what  has  been  said  about  Him: 

(Illustrations  of  Schweitzer,  Shaw,  Bultmann,  Jehovah's  Witnesses,  Mormons, 
Christian  Scientists) 

Shaw  was  an  atheist;  Scweitzer  was  called  a  Christian;  Bultmann  was  a  German 
Theologian;  the  Jehovah's  Witnesses,  Mormons  and  Christian  Scientists  are  cults, 
not  Christian. 

It  then  becomes  doubly  important  that  we  know  what  we  believe  and  if  we  don't 
know  that,  to  determine  to  know  what  we  should  believe  and  never  deviate  from 
it.  This  is  what  John  is  advocating  as  he  continues  his  discourse  in  the  24th 
verse.   "Let  that  therefore  abide  in  you,  which  ye  have  heard  from  the  beginning 
If  that  which  ye  have  heard  from  the  beginning  shall  remain  in  you,  ye  also 
shall  continue  in  the  Son,  and  in  the  Father."   John  is  speaking  of  the  funda© 
mentals  of  the  faith.   Jesus  Christ  born  of  the  Virgin  Mary;  His  death  on  the 

ross  as  a  substitute  for  mankind;  His  resurrection  from  the  grave;  His  ascensi 
ion  into  heaven  as  our  intercessort  before  the  throne  of  God;  His  immanent  re- 
turn at  a  later  time;  these  were  the  truths  John  wanted  the  believers  to  hold 
on  to.   He  used  the  word  "Abide"  and  if  you  recall  at  another  time  he  used  it 
and  we  said  it  meant  to  "Remain"  to  "Cling  to,"  to  "Litay  put." 
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And  John  adds,  verse  25,  "And  this  is  the  promise  that  He  hath  promised  us, 
--en  eternal  life."  Eternal  life  is  the  reward  for  the  believer  who  accepts 
crarist  as  Lord  and  3aviour  and  it  is  the  promise  we  can  cling  to. 
John  ever  vigilant  that  believers  are  under  attack  gives  further  assurance  con- 
cerning his  reason  for  writing  in  the  26th  verse.   "These  things  have  I  written 
unto  you  concerning  them  that  seduce  you."  The  believer  was  under  attack  and 
there  were  those  who  sought  to  pull  thern  from  the  faith;  to  seduce  them  or  trie] 
them  into  turning  from  their  faith  and  belief  in  Jesus  Christ.   This  is  just  as 
true  today  and  perhaps  moreso  because  many  of  these  seducers  are  more  organized 
thai  these  heretics  were. 

Having  said  all  of  this,  John  now  tells  the  believer  in  verse  27,  "But  the 
anointing  which  ye  have  received  of  Him  abideth  in  you,  and  ye  need  not  that 
any  man  teach  you:  but  as  the  same  anointing  teacheth  you  of  all  things,  and 
is  truth,  and  is  no  lie,  and  even  as  it  hath  taught  you,  ye  shall  abide  in  Him 

Who  is  John  talking  about?   Why  doesn't  a  believer  need  to  be  taught?   And  how 
can  "anointing"  as  he  calls  it  teach  anything?  To  understand  what  John  is  say- 
ing we  must  once  again  look  to  what  Jesus  had  to  say  on  this  subject.   1$  the 
Gospel  of  John  the  14th  chapter  Jesus  spoke  of  His  sending  His  Comforter  after 

His  Ascension.   In  the  26th  verse  He  says,  "But  the  Comforter,  which  is  the 
Holy  Ghost,  whom  the  Father  will  send  in  My  name,  He  shall  teach  you  all 
things  and  bring  all  things  to  your  remembrance,  whatsoever  I  have  said  unto 
you."  &  14th  verses 

In  the  16th  chapter  of  this  same  Gospel,  the  1^th  trxsm  Jesus  said,  "Howbeit 
when  He,  the  Spirit  of  truth,  is  come,  He  will  guide  you  into  all  truth: 
for  He  shall  not  speak  of  Himself;  but  whatsoever  He  shall  hear,  that  shall 
He  speak:  and  He  will  show  you  things  to  come.  He  shall  glorify  Me:  for  He 
shall  receive  of  Mine,  and  shall  show  it  unto  you." 

John  is  relating  to  believers  aixsiixxgRx  in  the  church  that  the  Holy  spirit 
will  "Abide"  in  them  and  the  believer  is  to  "Abide"  in  Him  in  return.   The  be- 
liever is  to  remain  steadfast,  to  remain,  to  stay  put  in  the  faith.   In  return, 
God's  Holy  Spirit  will  not  leave  the  believer.   It  is  only  through  His  strength 
that  we  can  hold  fast  to  the  faith.  God's  Holy  spirit  is  with  us  to  teach,  to 
instruct,  to  empower  and  to  give  us  the  needed  help  for  each  etaqrx  moment  of 

each  day. 

Now  John  closes  this  portion  of  Scripture  by  saying,  "And  now,  little  children, 

abide  in  Him;  that,  when  He  shall  appear,  we  may  have  confidence,  and  not  be 

abhamed  before  Him  at  His  coming." 

Just  what  is  John  trying  to  say  here?  See  if  you  can  identify  the  follwoing 

person.  Some  of  you  know  him  I'm  sure  or  have  heard  him. 

(Illustration  of  Chuck  Swindoll  &  his  discription  of  himself). 

Jesus  needs  to  be  more  than  a  guest  in  our  lives.  He  needs  to  be  made  Lord  of 

our  lives.   John  is  saying  that  we  need  to  be  dedicated  disciples.  The  only 
way  we  can  have  confidence  and  not  be  ashamed  at  His  coming,  or  when  we  appear 
before  Him,  is  to  be  committed  to  Him  without  reservation. 
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ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  111 00  . 
Prelude    "Dir,  dir,  Jehova""         '  Metzger 
♦Processional  Hym  No.  547  "The  Church's  one  foundation" 
♦■Ascription 
•Exhortation 

•■Confession  {In  Unison)  "0  God,  you  have  taught  us  to 
keep  all  your  heavenly  commandments  by  loving  you  and 
our  neighbors;  grant  us  the-  spirit  of  peace  and  grace, 
that  we  may  be  both  devoted  to  you  with  our  whole 
heart  and  untied  to  each  other  with  a  pure  will.  Forgive 
ua  we  ask  in  Christ's  name.   Amen." 
*Kyrie 

^Assurance  of  Pardon 
*Draise 

♦Pastor:   Blessed  be  the  Lard  God! 
•People:  And  blessed  be  His  Glorious  Name  forever 
•Gloria  Patri 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

Joys  *   Concerns,  Prayer  Requests 

Hymn  Ho.     601    "Savior,  Like  a  Shepherd  Lead  Usff 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor 3   The  Lord  bt  with  you 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit 
Pastor:   Let  us  Fray 
Prayer 
Choral  Amen 
Offering 

Offertory  "Hun  lob ,  mein '  Seel ' "   J .  C .  Bach 
•D-rfology  No.  382 
Anthem:   "Lord,  I  Sing  a  Song  of  Joy"      Dvorak 
Scripture    1  John  2:29  -  3:10 


> 


Sermon:    "Joint-Participaticn:   Doing  Right" 
•Closing  Hymn  No.  118  "A  Mighty  Fortress  Is  Our  God" 
Benediction 
Postlude    "Bleased  Assurance,  Jesus  Is  Mine!"  Knapp 

(I  John  3:2) 
++++++++  "Congregation  Standing  +++++++ 
The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mrs.  Von  Maloney  in  loving  memory  of  her  "Mother" 

Mrs.  Bessie  Hampton. 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  *Mike  Nazaruk,  Gottlob 

Kradel,  James  McClytr-nds,  and  John  Snow. 


Nursery  will  be  provided  today 

Monday  -  6:30-9:30  -  the  Hall  is  rented 

Tues  and  Wed.  1-8  Aerobics  in  Behoboth  Hall 
Wed.  -  7:00  -  Council  meeting 
Thurs.  -  7:00  Chancel  Choir 
.Tonight  -  6:30  to  8:00  P.M.   Costume  Party  -  Come 

dresBed  as  an  animal,  person  or  object  from  the  Bible. 

For  all  ages,  Nursery-Adult  -  Brine  a  Friend  I  - 

Rehoboth  Hall 
Wednesday  at  12:00  noon  -  Women's  Fellowship  Salad 

Smorgasbord.  We  will  be  making  favors  for  Sunnyview     s 

beginning  at  10:30  A.M.   Bring  your  scissors  and 

salad.   Rolls  and  beverage  will  be  provided. ^/Si 

da  Liooold.^''  "£ 


^-^^ Hospitalized:  Mrs.  Mae  Cutter,  Wrs.  Hulda  Lippold.* 
■^   West  Penn  Hosp.  -  Phil  Grouse     J*'V  Cun-/ja 
Roland  Thompson  and  Harry  Fry  will  be  visiting  the 

Hospital  this  week. 
Contact  Bill  Pflugh  to  help  w.'.tn  pushing  patients  to 
the  services  at  the  V.A.  Hospital  during  this  month, 
S  are  needed  each  Sunday  -  WE  NEED  YOUR  HELP. 
"^  The  following  have  been  nominated  for  Elders: 
Robert  Bellen,  Sr.,  Richard  Mangel,  Chuck  Penar 

Deacons:   Rob  Vinroe,  Rick  Vinroe,  Barb  Vargo,  Jane 

>  Andrews,  Bruce  Fencil  and  Lloyd  Link  . 
They  will  be  voted  on  next  Sunday,  along  with  the 
Presentation  and  Adoption  Df  the  Budget. 
Christian  Enlistment  Sunday  will  be  the  following  Sunday 
November  13  -  Please  get  all  your  commitment  cards  back 
as  soon  as  possible. 


"JoinT-iar'uxcipation:    i/o-lur,  mijiik 
Scripture:    1    John  2:29-5:10 

This  portin  scrip  2nd  main  div  J' 3  1st  lettr 

ar-n   them=I)oing  Rt  or  Bo  wat  ia  fit 
Bl.  J   mos  3ib  scholrs  va  29  ahudB  1st  vs  chap  3 

this  portin  scrip  divid  3  sectins: 
Sec   n  1=vs  29  thru  vs  3,  chap  3 
Sect,j.n  2=  vss  *  thru  6 
Sectin  3=  vss  7  thru  10 

ea  tiav  own  them,2gethr  form  majr  thot=Doing  wight _ 
vs  29=wen  Ik  contex  vs  C  Jn  spk  Xp,.v  had  bin  spk  Him 
But  is  anyl  born  of  Si  of  G?  isnt  it  rathr  1  is  born 
of  a?  nowher  scrip  read  anyl  born  of  Ja  Xp 
read  persn  Bcum  born  of  G,but  not  of  Xp 
J  no  separat  Js  from  G.they  1  &  same=Js  is  S  in  fles 
&  therf  He  &  Fathr  H  11  thus  read  of  vs  29 
Vs  1=cbap  3-J  express  astonish  G  luv  mank  so  deeply, 
so  much  wade  posib  4-sum  peop  2B  cal-Sons  Of  God 
puts  individ  par  w/Js;Js  is  Son  &  anyl  cura  2Him  & 
acpt  L  &   Sav  Bcum  child  of  G.thus  1  of  His  Lions 
But  it  is  fact  Ss  we  shud  rejoic  this  truth  &  rest 
in  that  luv  of  God 
J  also  pp  out  3cuz  this  luv  we  aliens, foreinrs  world 
KK0;(JiTH  &  KNE'»I=ssme  word  GIN03K0=2  aquir  knowledg 
|  thru  medium  of  experience. 

worl  at  lrg  duz  not, has  not  gain  knowledg  Ja  Xp.nor 
experienc  Nu  Birth  wh  tak  plac  upon  cum  2  Him, 

00  worl  Ik  upon  Xpians  sum  snrt  freaks 
vs  2=J  use  endear  term=Blov  &  agin  spk  luvly  thoz 
near/dear  2him,felo  Blievrs  in  Church 
wat  say  here=we  kno  Js  lef  erth; ascend  hvm  in  glor- 
i fyed  body  wh  G  giv  2  Him;we  no  underst  &  peop 
i  ist  J  bout  it  &  all  J  cud  say=As  He  is, so  wilB, 
Bcuz  that  time  wil  kno  complet  truth 
vs  3«J  clos  this  sectin  Gs  use  word  Hope 

this  word  no  equiv  £ng  word  hope 
Gr=i£LPI3=expectatin,2suppos,2thiiik 

Jo  J  say=evr  Blievr  has  this  expectatin,this  suposit 
this  think  in  self  bout  Xp  &.   that  persn  striv  keep 
pure,liv  pure  as  Xp  was/is  pure 
1st  sectin  spk  HOPE  wh  in  hart  evr  Blievr 
P  say  Col  1:27»aSAD 
G  wil  reveal  riches  in  Glory=wh  Hope,expectatin  of 
evry  Blievr ,folowr  of  Js  Xp 

[Illus  Gypsy  Smith  6c  blak  peop=wat  color  in  hvn?) 
this  wat  J  say;we  may  no  underst  all  this, but  1day 
we  t  '.B  lik  Him 

How  J  Bgin  talk  bout  sin  &  Blievr 
vs  ^=J  use  2words  4sin=1norml  Gr  word  OAKARTIA  S> 
mean=2  miss  the  mark 


othr=AHOMlAB=mean  ±awj.esnes,wu  rami  =&■■■"  «        <^t 

use  contex  much  lik  Satan  rebel  agin  God 
only  reasn  J  spk  lik  this,fals  teaohra  war  say  OK  2ain 
2  Xp  &  made  no  dif 

J   pk  agin  this  &   say  this  typ  Bhavior  rebel  agin  G 
He  i;alk  delib, habitul  sin;he  no  say  Blivr  can/wil  3 
sin"  s  this  lif 
vb  .  purp  Js  cum  in2  worl28ak  away  our  sin,evn  tho  He 

sinles;He  our  exatup  how  shud  liv  ft  so  J  add=vs_6 
Wua  continu  pt  out  J  no  spk  sinles  perf  of  Blievrs 
spk  delib  sin  sum  thot  cud  do, persn  wait  realy  Abide 
(stay  put, remain ), that  per3n  striv  liv  sinfree  a3  posi 

So  now  J  delt  w/Hope  of  Blievr, a  atitud  shud  hav=Sin 
vs  7=this  sumatin  blok  scrip  &  say-persn  striv  Do  HT 

is  RT  as  Js  Xp  is  at 
vss  8-9=spk  agin  delib  sin  Blievr  seek  avoid 
vs  10=oomparson  tween  actul  Born  Agin/thoz  who  not 

dif  can3  seen  how  persn  liv f striv  2B  Doing  Right 
if  persn  enjoy  J-Particpatin  has  famly  of  G,shar  al] 
G  has  4him,that  persn  L's  &  respond  that  luv  by 
seek  2  liv  riteous  lif 
But  if  persn  duznt  kno  wat  all  bout, actul  unsaved 
■en  think  sav  &  that  persn  continu  darknes.stil 
child  of  jatan,or  devil  as  J  cal  him 
Perhap  ironic  £day  rfef  Day  &  we  hav  partic  Scrip 

Ch  mov  2  16th  0  &  Bcum  lrg  crganiz;3cum  powerful, 

ploitical,hut  very  unspiritul;very  welthy  as  well 
Control  by  clergy; wat  Pope, Bishop, local  clergy  say, 
as  G's  wil  was  law.   Most  of  clergy  wer  corupt 

majorty  peop  illterat  &.   accpt  doctrines/techings 
But  meantim  B  cheat, bilk  limit  funds  ordr  2B  mad  Righ- 
Bt-  God 

m  ey  shunt  off  Rome  2  bild  St,  P'a  Basilica, 4  glory 

&  splendor  of  the  Pope 
but  yng  monk  B  led  by  G  2stan  agin  this  ?.-,   in  1517  tk 
stand  agin  entir  Holy  Roman  Cath  Church 

Monk  of  cours  Martin  Luther 
lrg  split  tuk  plac  &  peop  tak  sides  &  Frot  Ch  emerg 
Tuk  suml  stan  agin  tid  poplar  think/Blief  aoomplish 
Luthr  stud  agin  organii  Oh;Jn  stud  agin  organis  Ch 
(Tllus  Telsmachus  Pc  end  Gladtorial  contests) 
Ea  instanc  ,1man,but  1man  stan  4-wat  G  wants 

0  ft  1  may  nevr  B  plac  this  positin,but  in  sens  we  H 
ther  within  Ch  Js  Xp  2day  thoz  no  stan  th  of  faith 
Ch  bombard  w/th  of  worl  &  worl  erep  in2  ch;wat  thoz 
outsid  Oh  C,is  thoz  within; If  C  us  stan  agin  worlinea 
ungodlines  aroun  us, wil  Bgin  kno  Ch  dif  fr  all  else 

Bu  if  C  worlihes/ungodlines/unXpian  Bhavior  livs  of 
membrs  wil  0  no  dif  tweea  Ch  &   worl:  J  tel  us  we  can 
spot  the  Xpian  who  seek  2B  Doing  Rit;frt=iiow??T 
vs  7  He  do  ritnes.ia  rite.evn  as  He-Js  $2   is  riteous 


"Joint+Participation:  Doing  Right" 
Scripture:  1  John  2:29-3=10 

is  portion  of  Scripture  is  the  second  main  division  of  John's  first  letter. 
The  main  theme  of  this  portion  of  Scripture  is  "Doing  Right"  or,  "Doing  What 
Is  Right."   It  is  believed  by  most  Biblical  Scholars  that  the  29th  verse  as  it 
is  numbered,  should  have  actually  been  the  1st  verse  of  the  3rd  chapter  because 
that  is  where  it  belongs.   This  portion  of  Scripture  is  divided  up  into  3  sec- 
tions.  Section  one  is  verse  29  through  verse  3  of  chapter  3.   Section  2  is 
verses  4.  .-through  6.  And  section  3  is  verses  ?  through  10.  Each  of  them  have 
their  own  theme,  but  together  they  form  the  major  thought  of  "Doing  Right." 
John  begins  by  stating  in  verse  29:  "If  ye  *n°w  that _ He  is  righteous,  ye  know 
that  every  one  that  doeth  righteousness  is  born  of  Him." 

rfhen  we  look  at  the  context  of  this  verse  we  see  that  John  is  speaking  about 
Jesus  Christ,  and  had  been  speaking  about  Him  in  the  previous  verses.   But  is 
anyone  actually  born  of  the  Son  of  God,  Jesus  Christ?   Isn't  it  rather,  that 
one  os  born  of  God?  Nowhere  in  Scripture  do  we  read  that  anyone  is  born  of 
Jesus  Christ.   We  read  that  a  person  becomes  born  of  God,  but  not  of  Christ. 
To  recognize  what  John  was  saying  we  must  understand  that  John  does  not  sepa- 
rate Jesus  and  God.  To  him  they  are  One  and  the  Same.   Jesus  is  God  in  the 
-lesh  and  therefore  He  and  the  Father  are  One  and  thus  he  gives  us  this  verse 
■which  speaks  of  being  born  of  Jesus  Christ. 

John  tars  now  adds,  "Behold,  what  manner  of  love  the  Father  hath  bestowed  upon 
us,  that  we  should  be  called  the  sons  of  God:  therefore  the  world  knoweth 
us'not,  because  it  knew  Him  not." 
John  is  expressing  astonishment  that  God  loved  mankind  so  deeply,  and  so  much 
that  He  araksr  made  it  possible  for  some  people  to  be  called  the  "Sons  of  God." 
This  puts  those  individuals  on  a  par  with  Jesus  Christ.   Jesus  is  the  Son  of 
God  and  anyone  who  comes  to  Him  and  accepts  Him  as  Lord  and  Sqviour  becomes  a 
Child  of  God  and  thus  one  of  His  Sons.  This  is  beyond  the  comprehension  of  any 
person  that  God  could  love  us  so  much.   But  it  is  a  fact,  the  truth  and  we 
should  rejoice  in  it  and  rest  in  that  love. 

John  also  points  out  that  because  of  this  love  we  are  aliens,  or  foreigners  in 
this  world  in  which  we  live.  The  words  "knoweth"  and  "knew"  are  from  the  same 
word  "GINOGKO"  which  means,  "to  acquire  knowledge  through  the  medium  of  ex- 
perience."  a£e  world  at  large  does  not,  and  has  not  gained  the  knowledge  of 
Jesus  Christ,  nor  experienced  the  "New  birth"  which  takes  place  upon  coming  to 
Him.   So  the  world  looks  upon  Christians  as  some  sort  of  freaks. 

So  John  adds  to  this  in  the  2nd  verse,  "Beloved,  now  are  we  the  sons  of  God, 
and  it  doth  not  yet  appear  what  we  shall  be:  but  we  know  that,  when  He  shall 
appear,  we  shall  be  like  Him;  for  we  shall  see  Him  as  Be  is. 

John  uses  the  endearing  term  "beloved"  in  both  of  these  verses  and  again  he  is 


-2- 

speaking  lovingly  to  those  near  and  dear  to  him,  his  fellow  believers  in  the 

Church.   But  what  he  is  actually  saying  here  is  that  we  know  Jesus  left  this 

_arth;  He  ascended  into  heaven  and  was  in  the  glorified  body  which  God  had 

given  to  Him.   WB  do  not  understand  this  and  people  were  questioning  •John  about 

it,  but  all  that  John  could  say  was  that  "as  He  is,  so  will  we  be,  because  at 

that  time  we  shall  know  the  complete  truth." 

He  concludes  this  section  by  saying,  "And  every  man  that  hath  this  hope  in 
Him  purifieth  himself,  even  as  He  is  pure." 

The  word  "Hope11  used  here  is  not  the  same  equivalent  as  our  English  word  hope. 

When  we  say  we  hope  for  something  we  are  expressing  a  wish.   In  the  Greek  the 

word  was  "SLPI3"  and  it  meant,  "Expectation,  to  suppose,  to  think."  So  John  is 

saying  that  every  believer  who  has  this  exprecfcation,  this  supposition,  this 

thinking  in  himself  about  Christ,  that  person  seeks  to  keep  pure  even  as  Jesus 

Christ  is  pure.   This  first  section  of  this  Scripture  portion  speaks  of  the 

"Hope,"  or  the  expectation  which  is  in  the  heart  and  life  of  every  believer. 

Paul  says  in  Golossians  1:27,  "To  whom  God  would  make  known  what  is  the  riches 
of  the  glory  of  this  mystery  among  the  Gentiles;  which  is  Christ  in  you,  the 
hope  of  glory." 

God  will  reveal  His  riches  in  glory  which  is  the  hope,  the  expectation  every 

follower  of  Jesus  Christ  has.   JtHfrnxsays 

^Illustration  of  Gypsy  Smith  preaching  to  klgs&k  all  black  meeting). 

Gypsy  Smith  was  in  Dallas  preaching  and  was  invited  to  preach  to  an  all  black 
service.   There  were  thousands  of  them  to  hear  him.   They  received  hin  en- 
thusiastically and  punctuated  his  sermon  with  "amens"  and  "hallelujah1 s." 
At  one  point  one  lady  stood  up  and  said,  "Kay  I  ask  a  question?"  Gypsy  Smith 
answered,  "certainly  sister,  what  is  it?"  She  asked,  "When  we  get  to  heaven 
what  color  will  we  be?"   "Will  we  be  white,  or  black?" 
He  answered,  "My  dear  sister,  we  are  all  going  to  be  just  like  Christ." 

This  is  what  John  was  saying.  'We  may  not  understand  all  ofi  this,  but  one  day 

we  will  be  like  Him. 

Now  John  begins  talking  about  sin  and  the  believer.   He  begins  by  pointing  out 

as  we  read  in  the  4th  verse,  "Whosoever  committeth  sin  transgresseth  thel  law: 
for  sin  is  the  transgression  of  the  law." 

John  used  two  words  in  this  verse  for  sin.   One  was  the  normal  Greek  word, 

"HARf'lARTIA,"  which  meant  simply  to  miss  the  mark.   The  other  word  was  "AKOMIAN" 

which  meant,  "Lawlessness,"  which  was  rebellion  against  God,  much  like  Satan 

has  rebelled  against  Him.   The  only  reason  John  hsx  had  for  speaking  in  this 

manner  was  due  to  the  fact  that  some  false  teachers  were  saying  that  ife  was 

was  all  right  to  sin  and  made  no  difference.   John  speaks  against  this  and 

jays  that  this  type  of  behaviour  is  rebellion  against  God.  He  is  talking  of 

deliberate,  or  habitual  sin.   He  is  not  saying  that  the  believer  can  be  or  will 

be  sinless  in  this  life. 

John  goes  on  to  point  out,  in  verse  5,  "And  ye  know  that  He  was  manifested  to 
take  away  our  sins;  and  in  Him  is  no  sin." 


The  purpose  of  Jesus  coming  into  the  world  was  to  take  away  our  sins,  even 

tvough  He  Himself  was  completely  sinless.  He  was  our  example  of  how  we  should 

±=.  ve . 

ao  John  adds,  "Lthosoever  abideth  in  riim  sinneth  not:  whosoever  sinneth  hath  not 
seen  Him,  neither  known  Him." 

V*   mu3t  point  out  again  that  John  is  not  speaking  os  sinless  perfection  among 
believers.  He  is  speaking  of  deliberate  sin  which  some  people  said  they  could 
do  because  they  were  forgiven  through  Christ  for  all  sin.   But  the  person  who 
really  wants  to  "abide"  in  Him,  that  ms   remain  stedfast  in  the  faith,  that  per- 
son is  striving  to  live  as  sin  free  as  possible. 

So  John  has  dealt  with  the  "hope"  or  expectation  of  the  believer;  and  he  has 
dealt  with  the  attitude  the  believer  should  have  about  sin.  How  we  come  to 
what  is  the  actuall  summation  of  this  XHSixs  block  of  Scripture  as  we  read  in 
the  7th  verse.   "Little  children,  let  no  man  deceive  you:  he  that  doeth  right- 
eousness is  righteous,  even  as  He  is  righteous."   He  is  saying  the  person  who 
strives  to  be  "Doing  Right"  is   Hight  as  Jesus  Christ  is  Right.   John  then 

speaks  of  sin  and  the  believer  again  in  verses  8  and  9.   "He  that  committeth 
sin  is  of  the  devil;  for  the  devil  sinneth  from  the  beginning.   For  this  purp- 
ose the  Jon  of  God  was  manifested,  that  He  might  destroy  the  works  of  the 
devil. 

Jhosoever  is  born  of  God  doth  not  commit  sin;  for  His  (God's)  seed  remaineth 
^.in  him  (  the  believer):  and  he  cannot  sin,  because  he  is  born  of  God." 

This  speaks  once  again  of  deliberate  sinning  which  the  believer  seeks  to  avoid. 

How  that  John  has  said  all  of  this,  he  news  makes  a  comparison  by  saying, 
XxkKXK&XBXxiBX^xx   "In  this  the  children  of  God  are  manifest,  and  the  children 

of  the  devil:  whosoever  doeth  not  righteousness  is  not  of  God,  neither  he  that 

loveth  not  his  brother." 

John  is  making  a  comparison  between  those  who  are  actually  "born  again"  and 
those  who  are  not  not.  The  difference  can  be  seen  in  how  a  person  is  living; 
how  a  person  is  striving  to  be  "Doing  Sight."   If  a  person  is  enjoying  the 
"Joint-Participation"  he  has  in  the  family  of  God,  sharing  all  that  God  has 
for  him,  that  person  is  the  Lord's  and  he  responds  to  that  love  by  seeking  to 
live  a  righteous  life.   But  if  the  person  doesn't  know  what  this  is  all  about, 
is  actually  unsaved  when  he  thinks  he  is  saved,  that  person  continues  in  the 
darkness  and  is  still  a  child  of  Satan's  or  the  devil  as  John  called  him. 
Perhaps  its  ironic  that  today  we  celebrate  as  Reformation  Sunday  and  we  h  ve 
this  particular  Scripture.   The  church  had  moved  into  the  16th  century  and  it 
had  become  a  large  organization.   It  had  become  more  political  than  spiritual. 
Because  of  these  moves  the  church  was  powerful,  and  very  wealthy.   It  was  con- 
wcrolled  by  the  clergy,  and  the  clergy  were  corrupt.   What  the  Pope  and  the 
Bishops,  and  the  local  clergy  interpreted  as  God's  Word  and  will,  was  law. 
Most  of  the  people  were  almost  illiterate  and  so  they  accepted  .all  of  this. 
But  in  the  meantime,  they  were  being  bilked  and  cheated  out  of  their  limited 


funds  in  order  to  be  made  "iiight"  before  God.   That  noney  was  shunted  off  to 
T^aly  where  it  built  St.  Peter's  Basilica,  for  the  glory  and  the  splendor  of 
t^e  Pope.  But  a  young  monk  was  being  led  by  God  to  stand  against  this  and  in 
1517  he  took  his  stand  against  the  entire  Holy  .Roman  Catholic  Church.  That  monk 
of  course  was  Martin  Luther.  A  large  piifc  split  within  the  church  took  place 
as  people  took  sides  and  the  so  called  "Protestant  Church"  began.   But  it  took 
someone  to  stand  against  the  tide  in  order  to  accomplish  that.   It  took  one 
man. is  John  was  one  man  standing  against  the  heresy  of  his  day,  but  he  pointed 
believers  in  the  right  direction.   Martin  Luther  was  one  man  standing  against 
the  whole  church. 

(Illustration  of  Telemachus,  and  the  end  of  gladitorial  contests) 
Only  one  man,  but  one  man  standing  for  what  God  wants.  You  and  I  may  never  be 
placed  in  this  position.  But  in  a  sense  we  are  in  that  position  today.   There 
is  within  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ  those  who  do  not  stand  on  the  things  of 
the  faith.   The  church  is  being  bombarded  with  the  things  of  the  world  and  the 
world  has  crept  into  the  church.   iVhat  thest*  outside  the  church  see  is  the 
lives  of  the  people  within  the  church.   If  they  see  us  standing  against  :;he 
woildliness  and  ungodliness  around  us  they  will  begin  to  know  the  church  as 
being  different  from  all  else.   But  if  they  see  worldliness  and  unchristian 

ehaviour  in  the  lives  of  its  members,  then  they  will  see  no  difference  between 
the  church  and  the  world.   John  tells  us  we  can  spot  the  Christian  who  is 
seeking  to  be  "Doing  itight."   It  is,  "He  that  doeth  righteousness  that  is 
righteous,"  7a.  Jind  he  is  righteous  "even  as  He,  Jesus  Christ  is  righteous," 
7b. 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Twonty-Fourth  Sunday  After  Pentecost  November  6,  1933 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C,  Link,  Pastor 
Mr*  Harry  Cunningham,  Musical  Director 
Mr.  Roland  Thompson,  Saxophonist 
Ms,  Molly  Cochran,  Flutist 
nanny  Mangel*  Megan  Hewis  -  Acolytes 
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ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude     "In  Heavenly  Love  Abiding"    Cassler 
"Processional  Hymn  No.  337  "Praise  to  the  Lord" 
•Ascription 
•Exhortation 
Confession  (In  Unison)  "Almighty  Gad,  forgive  lib  for 
our  faulty  following  of  the  Master:  our  alow  faith  in 
His  power  to  save;  our  timid,  hesitant  answers  to  Bis 
call  for  service;  our  insensibility  to  the  meaning  of 
His  cross;  for  all  that  mars  our  discipleship,  and 
make  it  difficult  for  others  to  believe  in  Him,   We 
ask  it  all  in  His  name.  Amen," 
*Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon 
•Praise 

•Pastor:   Blessed  be  the  Lord  uqd  [ 
•People r   And  blessed  be  His  Glorious  Name  forever 
•Gloria  Patri 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Announcements 

Joys,  Concerns,  Prayer  Requests 
Hymn  No*  62  "Sun  of  my  Soul'1 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor t  The  Lord  be  with  you 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer 
Choral  Amen 
Offering 

Offertory  "Love  Divine,  All  Lovt  teeelling„  ^^ 
•Doxology   No.  382 

\nthem;     "Cherubim  Song"        Bortniansky 


Scripture      1  John  3:11-2J 

SerfflOn;       "Joint-Participation:   Loving  One  Another" 
•Closing  Hymn  No.  543  "The  Family  of  God" 

Benediction 

Choral  Benediction 

Postlude:    "To  Worship  Rightly  Is  to  Love  Each  Other" 
(I  John  3:17)  -Scott-Gatty 

++++++   *Con£regation   standing  ++++++++ 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
Mrs,  Fern  Minehart  to  the  "Glory  of  God" 

Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  *Charles  Penar,  Dan 
Boeko  and  Dave  McMillin 

Deacon  and  Mrs*  Martin  Henry  will  greet  the  Congrega- 
tion at  the  door  this  morning. 

Nursery  will  be  provided  today 

Hospitalised:   Mrs.  Duttert  Evelyn  Shakely,  BGMH, ; 
Phil  Grouse.  West  Penn  Fgh,  released  for  the  week- 
end, but  will  be  traveling  back  and  forth* 

Today  -  After  the  SErvice  Adoption  of  th*  Budget 
and  Election  of  Elders  and  Deacons 

Hond.  -  7:30  P.M.  -  Mary  P»igh  Circle  rr*-etin# 

Next  Sunday  (13)  -  Christian  Enlistment  -  please 
return  all  cards  for  commitments  by  next  Sunday. 

Hon.  Tues  and  Thurs,  -  Rehoboth  Hall  is  taken 

Wed.  -  7:00  -  Choir  Practice 

Profits  for  apple  butter  $601.11 

Thankoffering  Service  November  20th.   Offering  will 
be  distributed  among  Indian  groups  in  Northwest* 

Those  running  for  Elder:  Robert  Dellen,  Sr.  and 
Richard  Mangel.   Those  running  for  Deacons  are 

Barb  VargOi  Jane  Andrews,  Bruce  Fencil  and  Lloyd 
Link* 

wcminzj  up  ooonll 

14  -  Monday  -  7;QQ  -  Meeting  to  3et  up  committees 

for  the  Year  book.   Please  have  Chairman  check 
on  different  committees,   A  representative  from 
each  group  should  be  here  -  plus  new  and  present 
members  of  the  Church  Council. 


' 


1 


Scripture;  1  John  $: 11-24 

Clllus  charly  Br, Linus, wat  want  23  wen  gro  up?) 
Be"   concern  humsnty  1  th,but  luv  peop  is  another — 
Pot-  about  saints  in  glory  fe  saints  here  on  erth 
Theme  this  lengthy  scrip=Luvin  One  Another, &  J  begin 
vb   1=He  say  wat  Blievr  herd  from  begin, 1st  cum  2  Xp 

wad  2  luv  1  nothr,Js  sed  this  &  2  emphaaiz  J  use  ebi 

comp  aa  so  oft  did  &  1st  part=vs  12 
vs  12= J  no  say  by  murdr  bros  Cain  Beam  chil  of  devil 

But  beinp;  chil  of  devil  his  actina  evil  S:  result  in 

murdr  bros  Abel 
Reason  4this=Abel's  actins  riteous=Hitoua  draw  hatred 

'rom  devil  Pt  devil  childrnjdarknea  no  tolerat  lite; 

or  imoralty/moralty  and  so  on 
word  3Lii!W=use  twic  ft.  mean=slauter,butohr  &  literl 
mean  out  throat  lik  prep  animl  ^sacrifice 
G  sed=rfat  hast  thou  dun?  TH  voic  thy  bros  blud  crieth 

2  MK  from  the  grouni  ■  ther  wud  hav  bin  lot  blud 

spil  Abel  B  kii  this  mannr 
vs  13=J  pt  out  th  Xpian  stan  4  direc  opos  th  of  worl 

&  so  hatred  engendr 
vss  14&15=nothr  comp  &  pt  out  luv  4fello  Blievrs  wat 

seprat  Blievr3  fr  worl  &  2   oontras  dramticly  J  use 

illus  hatred  sam  as  murdr 
He  herd  Js  pr/teacb.  2  hate  bros  sam  as  murdr ;thot 
is  as  bad  as  the  actin  Js  teach 
vs  16=J  finly  cum  2oompletin  comp  Bgin  vs  11; J  sumtim 

tak  whil  cum  bale  2wat  want  2say 
this  vs  say  Js  exampjliv  examp;deth.  was  examp  &  all 
of  this  complet  fulfilment  of  luv 

Js  f>ed=Grtr  luv  hath  no  man  than  this, that  man  lay  is 
dw   his  lif  4  his  Trends 

But  alao  say-He  that  findeth  hin  lif  shal  los  it  &. 

he  that  loseth  his  lif  4  My  sake  shal  find  it 
Js  lay  dwn  lif  4mank  &  this  enidenc  His  totl  luv 

Gain' hate  bros  Ft  kil  &  this  evidonc  his  totl  hatred 
Contrasts=luv  ends  up  iT3,-giv,whil  hatred  end  up  in 

destroying  &  hav  sed  this  J  go  on  2  illust  by  say— 
vs  1?=df  man  hav  materil  suds .wherwithl  2help  thoz  in 

need  &  duz  not=that  aan  demonstrat  luv  G  no  in  him 
Shutteth=use  sens  slam  dor, snap  shut  of  lok 

it  is  finl, finish  &  clos  optunty  2help  that  case 
Bowels  of  compasin=simlar  say=2clos  1*8  hart,&.  mean 

2close  seat  of  compasin  &  mercy  &  walk  way  from 

evident  need 
vs   '=J  spk  2  Blov,ondear  2him, Blievrs  church 

Illus  love  iB=poem  writn  anonymously) 


this  wat  J  say  &  mesag  13-actins  sps  iouar  man   <=/ 

i.lfj",'  O 

vs  19-J  now  provid  test  determin  if  liv  lif  truth/luv 
vs  "*pS;21«.thls  actul  test  ';  this  it='.-fe  kno  tux  in  our 

h.  is  wen  we  do  wat  shud  do,converaly  kno  wen  do 

wrong  ,  . 

J   d  hav  sed=if  conscience  bothr  us  we  wroug/vic  ver 

Wt,  mayB  abl  fool  f eloman.but  can  not  fool  selva  & 

certainly  cannot  fool  God,Bcuz  He  kno  absolut  truth 

bout  eafchof  us 
Vs  22=assur  a  J  say  wen  rt  relatship  w/G,do  H13  wil, 

folo  comands,ii,  no  mean  Mosaic  Code, Law, but  mean 

teachings  of  luv  as  set  4th  Js  minstry 
vs  25=thez  coraands  as  J  set  4th  &  here  centrl  mesag 

of  J=We  »  2Bliev  L  Js  Xp 
in  othr  word=confes  Hira  as  oavior  &  Lord  &  then, 
Blievr  2  luv  as  Js  luved 
vs  24=tys  everth  2gethr 

J  say  we  liv  in  Him, He  liv  in  us, we  hav  feloship 
we  hav.KOlNONIA.Jt  partic  w/G,Fi  w/Son  Js  Xp 

we  kno  this  tru  by  H  3p  wh/givn  2us  wen  cam  2kno 

Him  Pt  receiv  as  Savior 
l  All  this  ty  2gethr,sum  up  Jn's  words=3hud  luv  Inothr 
I  This  mesag, but  how  2get  in2  harts  &  livs  that  it  is 

the  life  that  we  liv? 
(Illus  Kev.  Dav  Jeremiah  &  "Living  Christianity  ) 
This  not  wat  G  want  fr  chilrirn;He  want  experience 
luv  2rulest;2enjoy  it;2bask  in  it  &   kno  that  feloshii 
or  that  Jt  participate  everthin  has  4us 

But  cannot  B  ours  til  we  H  wil  2do  sumth  w/our  luv 

first 
(Illus  Mary  Martin, note  fr/Osear  Hamerstein  &  "give 

:  •  away) 
That  exactly  wat  G  want  fr  each  His  childrn 

May  all  us  3gin  2say  I  gave  my.  love  away 


"Joint-Participation:  Loving  One  Another" 
Scripture:  1  John  3:11-24 

'Illustration  of  Charlie  Brown  and  Linus) 
In  a  reanuts  cartoon,  Linus  asks  *eh  Charlie  Brown  what  he  wants  to  be 
when  he  grows  up.   Charlie  answers,  "A  doctor."   Linus  responds,  "You 
can't  he  a  doctor  because  you  don't  love  humanity."   Charlie  Brown 
defends  himself  and  says,  "I  do  love  humanity;  it's  just  people  that 
I  can't  stand." 

3eing  concerned  about  humanity  is  one  thing;  but  loving  people  is  another. 

Someone  penned  the  lines: 

To  live  above  with  the  saints  I  love, 
Oh,  that  will  be  glory. 

But  to  live  below  with  the  saints  I  know  

Well,  that's  another  story. 

The  theme  of  this  long  Scripture  portion  is  "Loving  One  Another,"  and  John 

begins  this  Scripture  with  the  words,  "For  this  is  the  message  that  ye  heard 

from  the  beginning,  that  we  should  love  one  another,"   (verse  11).   What  John 

is  saying  is  that  the  believer  has  heard  that  message  since  he  first  came  to 

Christ.  Sit*  That  was  the  beginning  for  him},  it  was  at  that  point  that  he 

identified  with  Christ  and  what  wscx  he  learned  then  was  that  Jesus  said  to 

love  one  another. 

To  emphasize  this  John  uses  a  comparison  as  he  so  often  does.  The  comparison 

here  is  between  an  Old  Testament  character  and  Jesus  Christ.   He  says  in  the 

~12th  verse,  "Wot  as  Cain,  who  was  of  that  wicked  one,  and  slew  his  brother. 

And  wherefore  slew  he  him?  Because  his  own  works  were  evil,  and  his  brother's 

righteous."   John  does  not  say  that  by  murdering  his  brother  Cain  became  a 

child  of  the  devil;  but  rather,  being  a  child  of  the  devil  his  actions  were 

evil  and  ended  in  the  murder  of  his  brother  Abel.  The  reason  given  is  that 

his  brother's  actions  were  righteous.  Righteousness  draws  hatred  from  the 

devil  and  from  the  devil's  children.  Darkness  cannot  tolerate  light; immorality 

morality  and  so  on.   The  word  slew  used  twice  in  this  verse  means  to  "butcher" 

j,        cutting  the  throat. ff   .    ^   _  .     .  .  .   ,   .,   ,   .,    . 
or  "slaughter,"   John  was  literally  saying  that  Cam  cut  his  brother's  throat 

much  like  $as  done  to  prepare  an  animal  for  sacrifce.   God  spoke  to  Cain  in  the 
garden  and  said,  "What  hast  thou  done?  The  voice  of  thy  brother's  blood  criett 
to  me  from  the  ground."   There  would  have  been  a  lot  of  blood  spilled  by  Abel 
being  killed  in  this  manner  by  Cain.  John  points  out  in  the  1^th  verse, "Mar- 
not,  my  brethren,  if  the  world  hate  you."   The  things  that  a  Christian  stands 
for  are  in  direct  opposition  to  the  things  of  the  world  and  so  this  engenders 

hatred. 

John  makes  another  comparison  as  we  read  in  verses  14  and  15-  "We  know  that 
"  we  have  passed  from  death  unto  life,  because  we  love  the  brethren.  He  that 
loveth  not  his  brother  abideth  in  death.  Whosoever  hateth  his  brother  is  a 
murderer:  and  ye  know  that  no  murderer  hath  eternal  life  abiding  in  him." 

John  is  pointing  out  ttr.t  love  for  our  fellow  believers  is  what  separates  that 
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believer  from  the  world.   To  contrast  this  dramatically,  John  uses  the  illus- 
tration that  hatred  is  the  same  as  murder.   He  had  heard  Jesus  preach  that 
xBxksxaHgiyxwrtkxyBWTxfeiistbgB   hate  your  brother  was  the  same  as  murdering  him 
The  thought  is  as  bad  as  the  deed  is  what  Jesus  taught. 

So  now  John  finally  comes  to  the  completion  of  the  comparison  he  started  out 
making  in  the  12th  verse.  We  read  in  the  16th  verse,  "Hereby  perceive  we  the 
love  of  God,  because  He  laid  down  Hi3  life  for  us:  and  we  ought  to  lay  down 
our  lives  for  mux  the  brethren." 
Jesus  was  the  example;  He  gave  the  example;  His  death  was  the  example.   That 
was  and  is  the  complete  fulfillmant  of  love.   He  said,  "Greater  love  hath  no 

man  than, this,  that  a  man  lay  down  his  life  for  his  friends." 
But  He  also  said,  "He  that  findeth  his  life  shall  lose  it:  and  he  that  loseth 

his  life  for  My  sake  shall  find  it." 
Jesus  laid  down  His  life  for  mankind  and  this  evidenced  His  total  love.   Shum 
Gain  hated  his  brother  and  killed  him  and  this  evidenced  his  total  hatred. 
Here  is  the  contrats:  love  ends  up  in  giving,  while  hatred  ends  up  in  destroy- 
ing.  Having  thus  said  this,  John  goes  on  to  illustrate  this  by  saying,  "But 
whoso  hath  this  world's  good,  and  seeth  his  brother  have  need,  and  shutteth 
up  his  bowels  of  compassion  from  him,  how  dwelleth  the  love  of  God  in  him?" 
He  says  that  if- a.   man  has  material  goods,  or  the  wherewithal  to  help  those  in 
need  and  does  not,  that  man  is  demonstrating  th^tvthe  love  of  God  is  not  in 
-aim.  The  word  for  "shutteth"  is  used  in  the  sense  of  the  slamming  of  a  door, 
the  snapping  of  a  lock.   It  is  final,  finished,  and  it  closes  the  opportunity 
to  help  in  that  case.  The  use  of  the  term  "Bowels  of  compassion,"  is  similar 
to  saying  "Closing  one's  heart."  It  meant  to  close  the  seat  of  compassion  and 
mercy  and  walk  away  from  an  evident  need. 

John  speaks  to  his  beloved,  those  endeared  to  him,  the  believers  in  the  church 
and  he  says,  "My  little  children,  let  us  not  love  in  word,  neither  in  tongue; 
but  in  deed  and  in  truth." 

(Illustration  of  love  written  anonymously=Love  is  the  filling  fifom  one's  own 
another's  cup,  love  is  the  daily  laying  down  and  taking  up;  a  choosing  of 
the  stony  path  through  each  new  day,  that  other  feet  may  tread  with  ease  a 
smoother  way.   Love  is  not  blind,  but  looks  abroad  through  other's  eyes; 
and  asks  not,  "Must  I  give?"  But,  "May  I  sacrifice?"  Love  hides  its  grief, 
that  other  hearts  and  lips  may  sing;  and  burdened  walks,  that  other  lives 
may  bouyant  wing.  Hast  thou  a  love  like  this?  rfithin  thy  soul? 
'Twill  crown  thy  life  with  bliss  when  thou  dost  reach  thy  goal. 
John  is  saying  in  essence,  "actions  speak  louder  than  words." 
And  as  John  has  done  before  he  provides  a  test  to  determine  if  we  are  living 
the  life  of  love  and  truth.   He  says  in  the  19th  verse,  "And  hereby  we  know 
ire  that  we  are  of  the  truth,  and  shall  assure  our  hearts  before  Him. 
*-  As  we  look  at  our  lives  we  can  know  as  we  stand  before  Him  if  we  are  Exgkx 
living  the  life  of  love  and  the  test  is  this,  "For  if  our  heart  condemn  us, 
God  is  greater  than  our  heart  and  knoweth  all  things.   Beloved,  if  our 
heart  condemn  us  not,  then  have  we  confidence  toward  God. 
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We  know  In  our  hearts  when  we  are  doing  what  we  should  do,  and  conversely  we 
'-now  when  we  are  doing  wrong.   John  could  have  just  as  easily  said,  "If  our 
conscience  bothers  us  we  know  we  are  wrong,  and  if  it  doesn't  we  know  that  we 
are  right."  We  may  be  able  to  fool  our  fellowman,  but  we  can't  fool  ourselves. 
And  we  certainly  cannot  fool  God,  because  He  above  all  knows  the  absolute  truth 
about  each  of  us. 

So  John  adds  the  assurance  as  found  in  the  ££aA   verse,  "And  whatsoever  we  ask, 
we  receive  of  dim,  because  we  keep  His  commandments,  and  do  those  things 
that  are  pleasant  in  His  sight." 
John  says  that  when  we  are  in  a  right  relationship  with  God,  doing  His  will, 
following  His  commandments,  and  this  doesn't  mean  the  Mosaic  Code  or  laws, 
but  means  the  teachings  of  love  as  set  forth  in  Jesus'  ministry. 

John  sets  forth  what  these  commandments  are  as  we  learn  from  the  2^rd  verse. 
"And  this  is  His  commandment,  that  we  should  believe  on  the  name  of  Hia  oon 
Jesus  Christ,  and  love  one  another  as  He  gave  us  commandment." 

Here  is  the  central  message  of  John.   We  are  to  first  Belive  in  the  Lord  Jesus 

Christ.   In  other  words,  to  confess  Him  as  saviour  and  Lord.   And  then,  the 

believer  is  to  love  as  Jesus  loved. 

Now  John  ties  all  of  this  together  as  he  says  in  the  24th  verse,  "And  he  that 
keeptoth  His  commandments  dwelleth  in  Him,  and  He  in  him.   And  hereby  we 
know  that  He  abideth  in  us,  by  the  Spirit  which  He  hath  given  us." 

-oohn  says  that  we  live  in  Him  and  He  lives  in  us.  We  have  this  fellowship, 
this  KOINONIA,  this  Joint-Participation  with  God  and  with  His  oon  Jesus  Christ. 
And  we  know  this  is  true  by  the  Hfcly  Spirit  which  He  has  given  to  us  when  we 
came  to  Him  and  received  Him  as  our  Saviour.   All  of  this  is  tied  together  and 
is  summed  up  in  John's  words,  "That  we  should  love  one  another."   This  is  the 
message,  but  how  do  we  get  it  into  our  hearts  and  our  lives  that  it  is  xkxx 
the  life  that  we  live? 

(Illustration  of  Hev.  David  Jeremiah  and  "Living  Christianity.") 
This  isn't  what  God  wants  from  His  children.   He  wants  them  to  experience  love 
to  its  fullest;  to  enjoy  it;  to  bask  in  it  and  to  know  that  "fellowship"  or 
that  "Joints-Participation"  of  everything  that  He  has  for  us.   But  it  cannot  be 
ours  until  we  are  willing  to  do  something  with  our  love  first. 

(Illustration  of  Mary  Martin  and  her  stellar  performance  because  of  "Love") 
One  evening  just  before  she  was  to  go  onstage  on  Broadway  in  the  musical 
South  ksmxifc  Pacific,  Mary  Martin  was  given  a  note.  She  read  it  and  stepped 
on  the  stage.   After  her  performance  that  night  many  people  rushed  backstage 
and  all  of'  them  expressed  the  same  thing.   They  asked,  "Mary,  what  happened  to 
you  out  there  tonight?  We  never  saw  anything  like  that  performance.   You  were 
absolutely  and  totally  inspired."  Blinking  back  the  tears  she  read  them  the 
note.   It  read:  "Dear  Mary,  a  bell's  not  a  bell  'til  you  ring  it. 

A  song's  not  a  song  'til  you  sing  it.  Love  in  your  heart  is  not  put  there  to 

stay.'  Love  isn't  love  'til  xotxm  you  give  it  away." 
She  said  it  was  signed  Oscar  Hammerstein,  who  tonight  is  lying  on  his  deathbed. 
Bg  added,  "Tonight,  I  gave  my  love  away." 

That's  exactly  what  God  wants  from  each  of  His  children.   May  we  all  be  able 
to  say  "I   ave  my  love  away." 
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Twenty-Fifth  Sunday  After  Pentecost  November  13,  13B3 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kitty  Feder,  Organist 
Mr.  Roland  Thompson,  Saxophonist 
Ms.  Molly  Cochran,  Flutist 
Danny  Mangel  and  Megan  Hewis  -  Acolytes 
+♦+♦++++++++++++++++++++ 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP   11:00  A.M. 
Prelude       "Autumn"  Chominade 

•Processional  Hymn  No,  325  "All  Hail  the  Power  of  Jesus" 

Name" 
♦Ascription 
•Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "0  Father,  giver  of  such  bounty 
as  we  Bee  each  harvest  time,  we  know  we  are  not  worthy 
to  gather  the  crumbs  from  under  your  table ;  yet,  out  of 
your  great  love  and  mercy,  you  have  not  only  bestowed 
this  material  abundance,  but  beyond  all  our  deserving 
have  given  us  a  Saviour,  j.  sijb  Christ.  Help  us  to 
believe,  and  believing  to  accept;  and  accepting,  help 
us  to  act.   Your  will,  not  ours  be  done.   Amen." 
•Kyrle 

•Assurance  of  Pardon 
•Praise 

Pastor:  Blessed  be  the  Lord  Uodt 
People:  And  blessed  be  His  Glorious  Name  forever. 
•Gloria  Patri 
Hymn  No.  585     "Only  Believe" 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  Be  with  you 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit 
Pastor:   Let  us  pray! 
Prayer 

Instrumental  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory    "Jesus  Paid  it  all"   Sewell 
Red,  Molly  and  Kitty 
iDoxology   No.  382 
Anthem   "Amazing  (iraee    "He  Touched  Me" 


Instrumental  -  Rol ,  Molly  and  Kitty 
Scripture        I  John  4:1-6 

Sermon      "Joint-  Participation:   Testing  Spirits 
•Cloaing  Hymn  No.  430   "Reach  Out  to  Jesus'* 
•Benediction 

•Postlude   "God  Will  Take  Care  of  You"  Instrumental 
++*+++*4  +»Conare?ation  Standing  ++++++ 
The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
Steve  and  Barb  Vargo  and  their  Daughters  to  the 
"Qlory  of  Cod" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  *Dutch  Bowser,  Evle 

Kennedy,  Jean  Pflugh  and  Diane  Hollefreund 
Kr.  &  Mrs,  Edward  Walker  will  greet  the  Congregation 
Attendance  last  Sunday  142  with  la  Vislf'rs 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today. 
Hospitalized:  Mrs,  Mae  Butter,  Mrs.  Avida  Miller, 

Howard  Jalllet  and  Mrs,  Dorothy  Nicholas  -BCMH. 
Bil": ;  Sheppeek  and  Marty  Henry  will  be  visiting  the 
Hospital  this  week,  plus  t   shut-in  and  an  non- 
attending  person. 
We  need  additional  Men  and  Women  and  Youth  to  help 
wheel  patients  to  the  Service  the  next  two  Sundays. 
Please  call  Bill  PFlugh  or  the  Office. 
Hon.  -  7sOO  Meeting  to  set-up  year  book  -  Committees. 
Please  have  your  Chr.  called  and  attending  .  A1J 
Council  members  are  expected  to  attend. 
Tuesday  -  7:00  -  Special  Council  Meeting 
Wed.  -  7:30  -  Golden  Circle  (See  article  in  Newsletter) 
Thurs.  -  10:30  -  Mary  Martha  Circle  Meeting  at  Zitt 

Thompson's  (See  special  article  In  Newsletter! 
Monday,  Tues  and  Thurs.  -  Rehoboth  Hall  1e  in  Use. 
Fri.  -  Over-night  Youth  Party  In  Rthoboth  Hall. 
Thursday  -  (Nov.  17th)  -  Butler  Area  Laymen's  Dinner 
at  St.  John's  Meridian  at  6:30  P.M..   See  J.  Walter 
Harmon  for  tickets. 
In  place  of  Sunday  School  -  Nov.  20  We  will  have  a 
program  of  Praise  and  Thanks.   Howard  Bolam  will 
put  this  together. 
Thursday  -  7:30  -  Teachers,  Board  of  Ch.  Ed.  and  all 

Dopt.  Heads  of  Ch.  School  will  meet  in  Undercroft 
Running  for  Elder;  Bob  Dellen,  Sr.  and  Richard  Mangel. 
Deacons:   Art  Carney,  Mary  Lou  Davis,  Bruce  Fencil 

and  Lloyd  Link. 
Mike  Nazoruk  will  replace  Roland  Thomn'^r.  for  Elder. 


Scripture:  1  John  4:1-6 

!?ed  govt  launch  prog-Truth  Adv;na  longr  supr, jumbo  & 

pac   g  half  ful-result  truth  othr  area 

(II-lus  teachr  quest  find  bag  money  ^million, Jn  anser 

if  -t   Blong  2  3   poor  famly  wud  return  it) 
not   lit  wat  teachr  want, but  sho  certin  logic  &  3n 
want  all  Blievrs  hav  basic  logic  wen  cum  faith/Blief 
vs  1=P'erhap  underst  J  mus  Ik  worl  wh  lie  &  peop  liv 

that  time  everl  conscous  sp  worl;pagns  thot  every 

rok,  tree,  river  ,tatn  poses  demon; thoz  serch  4  stnd  liv 

tarn  worl  poses  powers  good  &  evil 
Grk  philoa  serch/seek  4  truth  &  reason 

many  peop  who  deeply  mov  by  Grk  philos  Beam  membrs 

erly  Xpian  ch;wer  part  responsib  rapid  gro  arly  Oh 
(Illus  Pliny  rngr  wrot  Trajan  2nd  C,  fr  Bithynia) 
Wat  was  draw  thez  peop  away  Grk  mystry  cult,relig  & 
firk  templs?  Apeal  Xpian  mesag  hope  in  hoples  world 

Thez  Xpians  had  G  cud  B  known 
But  w/persecutin  thez  Xpians, turnrnd  Grks,Gentils 
Bgin  tak  plac,go  bak  pagns;but  many  tuk  mesag  Js  Xp 
&  Chang, altr  fit  partic  phil03  frsmwork 
Thus=I)omesticated  Xpianity  &  of  corse=heresy 
This  why  J  say=No  Bliev  all  but  T_"3T=mean  2prov,try 
Apos  P  wpot  sane  dangr-2  Cor  11 :2-4, 15-15 

Sum  may  ask=l'osib  teach  othr  Js?  Yes,absolut  posib 

&  was  B  dun, is  B  dun  evn  now 
P  encountr  agin  Oh  Gal=Gal  1:5-9 

?als  teachr  cum  St  teach  nothr  Gospl,sot  remov  iilievr 

fr/Xp  2folo  set  laws, rituals, rules 
Wen  say«Test  spirits=ment  chek  closly,hear  wat  say, 

w  '  -,h  wat  do=Bcuz  many  fals  propna=1b  etc 
•.    cm  &  so  did  P  fi.  many  wer  in  Ch  rt  then 
J  provid  teat  HAs   2chek  &  ferret  out  falsa  teachra 
vs  2=Notic  word=opirit  cap?,shud  B  &  if  not, mark  it 

Mean  ever  tru  bornagin  Blievr  kno  3p  of  3,S  this  H  j] 

resid  hart,lif  of  Blievr 
Kno  this  then,evry"spirit"smal  s,mean  sp  Blievr  self 
evrl  thoz  spirits  confes  Js  Xp  cum  flesh  is  of  God 
Jesua=spk  humantyjborn  V  Mary, liv  erth  lik  othrs  men 

erucfy, died, cam  bak  from  grave=!Jame   mean— liAVIi 
anyl  profes  Gav  acknowledg  cam  in  flesh 
but  mor  2it  than  that: 
Christ=anoint  1    of  God;refer  deity, eternl  Xp  by  &  tart 

ell  things  created; so  if  sp  Blievr  confes  this  human 

3'    it   eternl  Xp  H  flne  that  persn  truly  knows  God 
vs  ,*J  reinforc  wat  say  &  so  we  C  test  pro  &  con  thoz 
truly  kno  God  &   thoz  who  dont 


But  wher  lern  of  Js?=Prom  Bibl  Js  reveal         2j£ 
All  kno  Him  reveal  its  ,        so  cum  dwn  wat  do  we 
do  w/Bible?  Is  nothr  buk  as  litertur?  Or  is  it  in- 
S'  "r,inerant  W  of  God? 
i-,w  anser  determ  much  wat  actuly  Bliev 
Canr>t  kno  Js  Xp  unles  hav  persnl  relatship  w/Hiai  & 
no   v  that  relatship  if  no  kno  of/bout  Him  &  only 
way  posib  is  read, lern, study  Him  au  cum  1-th  G's  Word 
(Illus  Louis  Talbot  fr  buk,  "Heresies  Exposed) 
I  we  can  gro,lern  only  as  wil  let  G  reveal  silf  &  ..ion 
thru  the  Bible; from  this  diferentiat  tween  tru/fala 
vs  4=acknowledg  thoz  Ch  Blong  2  God, truly  pas  test  & 

cal  by  endear  term, 
asuranc  is=And  hav  overcum  them*i'/ho  hav  overcum? 
thoz  un31ievrs,thoz  fala  teachrs,tru  Blievr  sort 
them  out  5-,  recogniz  4  wat  they  R  8-  overcums  them 
Overcum^hav  victry,2win  out  &  THBm-falB  teachrs.peop 

of  worl  who  no  Blong  2  Lord 
How  this  posibl?=Grtr  is  He  in  U  than  he  in  world 
If  Js  Xp  L  &  Kastr  our  livs  as  shudB,He  grtr  than 
hastr  this  worl,,".-,  that  oatan=Js  sed=I  hav  ooercum  wo 
oatan  rulr  this  worl, J  permit; but  Js  overcum  worl  by 
conquer  sin/deth=ther4  if  Js  liv  hart/lif  Blievr, that 
Blievr  2aas  victry  ovr  worl  simply  Bcua  felahip,relat. 
ship, Jnt-Participatin  he  shar  w/Js  Xp 
vs  5=1  writ  frend  Sim  say=<;  Tim  5: 1-5; 4: 3-4 

We  mus  examin  wat  B  sed/taut;thio  reaponabilty  Xpian 
'  if  truly  want  2B  Xpian 

all  sort  pagn  phila,Bliefs  A   being  taut/propoa  kiday 
much  wat  P  sed  wud  cum  2paa  is  tak  plac  ^day 
Liv  age  enlitenment  ft  peop  serch  4  answrs.ordr  find 
p-sers  turn  all  sort  teachings  &  organiaatinu 
Ev.  tho  J  no  knu  peop  our  time  by  name,knu  wud  B  w/us 
Thez  then  1's  writ-vs  5= they  worldly  peop, only  th  kno 
H  of  worl,.t  no  steep, skul  th  of  God=Ther4  spic  of/worl 
&  worl  hear  them=3cuz  atraet  <ithem  &   lik  atraet  lik 
Ex«Xpian  nothr  Xpian ;Ath/ath;humanist/humani5t  etc 
'  But  J  say  2  tru  Blievr, persn  truly  bornagin ,born  of 
j  G=vs  6 

I Tru  test  4  Hlievr.2  Test  Spirits, chek  th  out.C  if  of 
G  or  of  man.  Is  this  persn  tru=Blievr?  Or  is  he  pre- 
tendr?  A  hypocrit?  An  actor  play  rol  lif  wh  ,jus  hap 
2  includ  sum  sort  participatin  Xpian  ch? 
Our  respons  oipci)  istanc  lif  .automatic  G   if  of  God 
Cillus  boy  on  beach  ask  girl  if  can  trust) 
^'his  of  hand  way  wat  J  say  2  Blievr;  imperativ  mak  sur 
1s  we  rt  relatship  w/Js  Xp;then  test  whethr  othT3 
)M/±u   fold  i(  rite  relatship  as  well 

It  isnt  hear  wat  we  want  2hear,or  do  wat  we  want  ^do 
,ieathr,.bow  stakup  w/wat  G  want  fr/us?  Is  wat  say, how 
liv  of  G?  Or  is  of  man/wordly  teacha.ways?  Vs  la    ' 


"Joint-Participation:  Testing  Spirits" 
.icripture:  1  John  4-:  1-6 

it   too  long  ago  a  program  was  launched  by  none  other  than  the  federal  govern- 
ment and  it  was  to  bring  about  truth  in  advertising.   This  meant  that  no  longer 
would  you  buy  a  box  of  cereal  or  soap  powder  marked  "super- jumbo"  only  to  dis- 
cover upon  opening  it  that  it  was  only  half-full.   This  campaign  resulted  in 
truth  and  honesty  being  sought  in  many  other  areas  of  life  in  order  not  to  de- 
ceive the  public.  One  teacher  striving  to  impress  truth  and  honesty  on  her 
class  of  young  children  asked  the  question,  "Suppose  you  found  a  bag  with  a 
h  If  million  dollars  in  itV  What  would  you  do?"   Little  Johnny  raised  his 
hand  immediately  and  replied,  "If  it  belonged  to  a  poor  family  I'd  return  it." 
That  is  not  quite  the  logic  the  teacher  was  striving  for.   But  it  does  show  a 
certain  sense  of  logic  anci  as  we  think  along  with  John,  we  see  in  this  scrip- 
ture that  he  was  seeking  to  have  all  believers  follow  basic  logic  when  it  came 
to  their  faith  and  belief.   He  begins  by  stating  in  the  "lot  verse:  "Beloved, 
believe  not  every  spirit,  but  try  the  spirits,  whether  they  are  of  God:  because 
many  false  x^ixifcx  prophets  are  gone  out  into  the  world." 
perhaps  to  better  understand  what  John  is  saying  we  need  to  look  at  the  world 
in  which  he  and  the  people  of  the  early  church  lived.   At  that  time  everyone 
was  conscious  of  the  spiritual  world.   Those  who  were  pagans  thought  of  every 

ock  and  tree,  river  and  mountain  as  possessing  a  demon.   To  those  who  were 
^searching  for  a  standard  of  living  they  knew  of  the  world  as  possessing  powers 
of  good  and  evil.   Greek  philopophy  was  a  searching  and  seeking  for  truth  and 
reason.  Many  of  the  people  who  were  deeply  moved  by  Greek  philosophy  became 
members  of  the  early  Christian  church.   They  were  in  part  responsible  for  the 
early  rapid  growth  of  the  church.   There  is  a  Ionian  document  which  was  written 
at  the  beginning  of  the  <dnd  century  in  Bithynia  from  a  Roman  official  named 
Pliny  the  Younger  to  his  Emperor  Trajan  at  Home  and  it  concerned  the  persecutioi 
of  the  Christians.   This  is  what  he  wrfcfce : 

The  matter  seemed  to  me  to  justify  my  consulting  you,  especially  on  account 
of  the  number  of  fr*  those  imperiled;  for  many  persons  of  all  ages  and  classei 
and  of  both  sexes  are  being  put  in  peril  by  accusation,  and  this  will  go  on. 
The  contagion  of  this  superstition  has  spread  not  only  in  the  cities,  but 
in  the  rural  districts  and  villages  as  well;  there  is  no  shadow  of  doubt 
that  the  tenmles,  which  have  been  almost  deserted,  are  beginning  to  be  fre- 
quented once' more,  that  the  sacred  rites  which  have  been  neglected  are  being 
renewed,  and  that  sacrificial  victims  are  for  sale  everywhere,  whereas,  till 
recently,  a  buyer  was  rarely  to  be  found." 
What  was  it  that  had  drawn  these  people  away  from  the  Greek  mystery  cult  re- 
ligions and  the  Greek  temples?   It  was  the  appeal  of  the  Christian  message  of 
hope  in  a  hopeless  world.  These  Christians  had  a  God  which  could  be  known. 
"~But  with  the  persecution  of  these  Christians,  a  turn  around  of  these  Steini 
Gentiles  began  to  take  place.  But  what  was  also  taking  place  was  that  many  of 
these  people  were  not  only  taking  the  message  of  Jesus  Christ,  but  they  changed 


-d.- 
it  and  altered  it  to  fit  their  particular  philospphical  framework.   The  result 
was  what  was  called  a  "Domesticated  Christianity."   This  of  course  was  heresy. 

His  why  Jobn  Bays,  "Believe  not  every  spirit ,  but  try  the  spirita  whether  they 
are  of  God."  The  Greek  word  for"try"   is  to  prove,  or  to  test,  the  spirits. 
We  are  not  to  believe  and  accept  every  spirit  or  evefcy  spiritual  sounding  phras* 
or  message.   The  Apostle  Paul  warned  of  this  same  danger  when  he  wrote  to  the 
church  in  Corinth  as  recorded  in  d   Corinthiana  11:2-4,  1>-15«  Some  may  ask, 
"Is  it  possible  to  preach  another  Jesus?"  And  the  answer  in   "Yes,  it  is  abso- 
lutely possible  and  was  being  done  then  and  is  being  done  now."   And  then  Paul 
encountered  this  again  in  the  church  in  Galatia  and  wrote  in  Galatiana  1:6-9* 
False  teachers  had  come  into  the  church  in  Galatai  and  were  teaching  another 
Gospel  and  thus  sought  to  remove  the  believers  from  Christ  and  to  the  following 
of  the  law,  a  set  of  rules  and  rituals,  do  when  John  says  to  "Try  the  spirits" 
he  meant  to  check  them  out  carefully;  to  hear  what  they  say;  to  watch  what  they 
do,  "Because  many  false  prophets  are  gone  out  into  the  world."  John  knew  it 
just  as  Paul  did  that  thefce  were  many  false  teachers  and  many  of  them  were  righl 
in  the  church  at  that  time. 

But  John  provides  the  believer  with  a  test  to  ferret  out  the  false  teachers. 
This  is  found  in  the  ^nd  verse  and  he  says:  "Hereby  know  ye  the  spirit  of  God: 

.very  spirit  that  confesseth  that  Jesus  Christ  is  come  in  the  flesh  is  of  God." 
John  reminds  them  that  they  "know  the  Spirit  of  God."  Notice  that  the  word 
spirit  is  capitalized,  (or  it  should  be  and  you  might  want  to  mark  it  that  way), 
That  means  that  every  truly  born-again  believer  knows  that  Spirit  of  God,  and 
that  Spirit  is  His  Holy  Spirit  residing  in  the  heart  and  life  of  the  believer. 
Knowing  this  then,  ifcuxfesiiffscme  "Every  spirit,  (small  letter"^'  meaning  the 
spirit  of  the  believer  himself),  every  one  of  those  spirits,  "Tv,at  confesseth 
that  Jesus  Christ  is  come  in  the  flesh  is  of  God." 

The  TmsA   name  "Jesus"  speaks  of  His  humanity.   He  was  born  of  the  Virgin  Mary, 
lived  on  this  earth  among  other  men,  was  crucified,  died  and  came  back  from  the 
grave.   His  name  means,  ".Saviour."   Anyone  who  professes  Him  as  Saviour  acknow- 
ledges that  He  came  in  the  flesh.   But  there  is  more  to  it  than  that.   The  name 
"Christ"  means,  "the  anointed  One  of  God."  This  refers  to  His  deity,  the  etern 
al  Skk  Chri3t  by  and  through  all  things  were  created,  uo   if  the  spirit  of  the 
believer  confesses  that  the  human  Jesus  and  the  eternal  Christ  are  One,  that 
person  truly  knows  God. 

In  order  to  nsxHBfeEK  reinforce  what  he  is  saying,  John  says  in  the  5rd  verse, 

"And  every  spirit  that  confesseth  not  that  Jesus  Christ  is  come  in  the  flesh 
is  not  of  God:  and  this  is  that  spirit  of  anti-christ  whereof  ye  have  heard 
that  it  should  come;  and  even  now  already  is  in  the  world." 

There  is  the  t&st  John  says  will  prove  who  actually  knows  God  and  who  doesn't. 


-3- 

But  where  do  we  actually  learn  about  Jesus?  It  is  from  the  Bible  that  Jesus  is 
revealed,   ill  that  we  actually  know  of  Him  is  revealed  from  its  pages.   Jo  it 
.omes  down  to  what  we  do  with  the  Bible.   Is  it  just  another  book  that  we  re- 
cognize as  literature?  Or  is  it  the  inspired,  inecrant  Word  of  God?   How  we 
answer  determines  much  of  what  we  actually  believe.   We  cannot  know  Jesus 
Christ  unless  we  have  a  personal  relationship  with  Him;  and  we  cannot  have  that 
relationship  if  we  do  not  know  of  Him  and  about  Him}  and  the  only  way  this  is 
possible  is  to  read  of  Him,  to  learn  of  Him,  to  study  Him  as  He  comes  forth 
from  the  pages  of  God's  Word. 

(Illustration  by  Louis  Talbot  from  book,  "Heresies  Exposed") 

"The  days  in  which  you  and  I  are  living  are  days  in  which  Christians 
need  to  know  their  Bibles,  for  the  only  way  by  which  we  may  know  whether 
or  not  a  system  of  teaching  ±S   of  God  is  by  viewing  the  system  through 
the  lens  of  Holy  Writ  -  reading  the  system  in  the  light  of  the  Bible 
and  not  reading  the  Bible  in  the  light  of  the  system." 

We  can  only  grow  and  learn  as  we  are  willing  to  let  God  reveal  Himself  and  His 
oon  through  the  Saxi  Bible,   It  is  from  this  that  we  can  differentiate  betweei 
the  true  and  the  false. 

John  now  adds  in  verse  4,  "Ye  are  of  God,  little  children."   He  acknowledges 
that  those  within  the  church  belong  to  God  who  truly  can  pass  these  tests  and 
he  adds  his  endearing  term  for  them,  "Little  children."   His  assurance  is, 
- 'And  have  overcome  them."   Who  have  they  overcome?   Those  who  are  unbelievers; 
those  who  are  the  false  teachers.   The  true  believer  sorts  them  out  and  re- 
cognizes them  tSor  what  they  are  and  tiOvercomes"  them.   The  word  for  overcome  ii 
to  have  victory,  to  win  out.   And  the  victory  ia  over  "Them,"  and  the  "them" 
are  is  the  false  teachers,  the  people  of  the  world  who  do  not  belong  to  the  Lord. 
SttxSBXHHixxHKatxKfcafc  And  how  ia  this  possible?  John  says,  "Because  greater  its 
He  that  is  in  you,  than  he  that  ia  in  the  world."  If  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Lord 
and  Master  of  our  lives  as  He  snould  be,  He  is  greater  than  the  master  and  Ion 
of  this  life  and  that  is  Gatan.   Jesus  said,  "1  have  overcome  the  world." 
Satan  is  the  ruler  of  this  world,  God  permits  him  that.   But  Jesus  Christ  over- 
came the  world  by  conquering  sin  and  death.   Therefore,  ifi  Jesus  lives  in  the 
heart  and  life  of  the  believer,  that  believer  too  has  victory  over  the  world 
simply  because  of  that  fellowship,  that  relationship,  that  "  Joint-Participatioi 
which  tie  shares  with  Jesus  Christ. 
Now  John  says  in  verse  5,  "They  are  of  the  world:  therefore  speak  they  of  the 

world,  and  the  world  heareth  them." 
Paul  writing  to  his  friend  and  companion  Timothy  said  in  his  second  letter, 
chapter  3,  verses  1  through  5,  (read  this).   Then  he  adds  in  the  4th  chapter 
the  3rd  find  4th  verses,  (read  these).   Mf-B  must  examine  what  is  being  said  and 
what  is  being  taught.   That  is  our  responsibility  as  a  Christian  if  we  really 
want  to  be  Christian.   All  sorts  of  pagan  philosophies  and  beliefs  are  being 


taugfrt  and  proposed  in  our  world  today.   Much  of  what  Paul  has  said  would  come 
to  pass  is  taking  place  today.  We  live  in  an  age  of  enlightenment  and  people 
are  searching  for  answers.  In  Oder  to  find  those  answers  they  are  turning  to 
all  sorts  of teachings  and  organizations.   Even  though  John  did  not  know  these 
people  in  our  time  by  name,  he  knew  they  would  be  with  hs.      These  then  are  the 
ones  of  which  he  writes ,  "They  are  of  the  world?  fciraxx  meaning  of  course  that 
they  do  not  belong  to  God.   They  are  worldly  people  and  the  only  things  they 
know  are  of  the  world  and  they  are  not  steeped  or  schooled  in  the  things  of 
God.   "Therefore  speak  they  of  the  world,  "  because  this.  it.  all  they  know. 
"And  the  world  hearfeth  them,"  because  like  attracts  like.   And  this  applies  to 
Christians  as  well.  A  Christian  is  drawn,  or  attracted  to  another  Christian 
because  of  that  similar  bond  which  holds  them  together.  So  it  is  that  human- 
ists atteact  other  humanists;  atheists  other  sthiesta  and  so  on. 
But  John  says  to  the  true  believer,  the  person  who  is  truly  born-again,  born  of 

God,  "We  are  of  God:  he  that  knoweth  God  heareth  us;  he  that  is  not  of  God 
heareth  not  us.   Hereby  know  we  the  spieit  of  truth,  and  the  spirit  of  error." 

The  true  test  for  the  believer  is  "To  test  the  spirits."   Check  them  out,  see 
if  they  are  of  God,  or  of  man.   Is  this  person  truly  a  believer?  Or  is  he  in 
fact  a  pretender?  A  hypocrite,  an  actor  playing  out  a  role  in  life  which  Just 
happens  to  include  some  sort  of  participation  in  the  Christian  church? 
~  ygrftsrpy  Our  response  to  each  circumstance,  each  encounter  of  life  should  auto- 
matically be  to  see  if  it  is  of  Sod  or  not. 

(Illustration  of  little  boy  on  beach  asking  woman  about  God  to  test  honesty) 
A  young  lady  was  lying  on  a  beach  in  Florida  sunbathing  when  a  little  boy 
in  swimming  trunks,  with  a  towel  around  his  shoulders  approached  her. 
He  asked  her,  "Do  you  believe  in  God?"  Jhe  said,  "Why,  yes,  I  do." 
Then  he  asked,  "Ho  you  go  to  church  every  ..unday?"   Again,  she  answered 
"Yesl"   Then  he  asked,  "Ho  you  read  your  Bible  every  day?"   "Yes, 2  she  said. 
"Do  you  pray  every  day?"   "Why  yes,"  she  said  again  and  by  now  her  curiousity 
was  aroused.  And  finally,  the  little  boy  sighed  and  said  with  obvious  re- 
lief, 'Will  you  hold  my  quarter  while  I  go  in  swimming?" 
This,  in  an  offhanded  way  is  what  John  was  saying  to  the  believer.   It  is  im- 
perative that  we  make  sure  that  first  of  all  we  are  in  that  right  relationship 
with  Jesus  Christ.   And  then  that  we  test  whether  others  within  the  fold  are 
in  that  right  relationship  as  well.   It  ±H±H±fc  isn't  hearing  what  we  want  to 
hear;  or  doing  what  we  want  to  do.   But  rather,  how  does  this  stack  up  with 
what  God  wants  from  us?And  is  what  we  do,  what  we  say,  how  we  live  of  God? 
Or  is  it  of  man  and  his  worldly  teachings  and  ways?   "Beloved,  believe  not 
every  spirit,  but  try  the  spirits  whether  they  are  of  God,"  vs  1a. 
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WORSHIP  -  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude:    "Preludes  and  Choral  on  'Nun  danket  alls  Gott' 
Announcements 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Joys 

Prayer  Requests 

Choral  1'troit  "Let  us  Make  a  Joyful  Noise"  Wagner 
Pastor:  0  Give  thanks  uiito  the  Lord;  for  He  is  good: 
for  His  mercy  endureth  forever. 

•Processional  Hymn  No,  395  "We  plow  the  fields" 
General  Thanksgiving  No.  396  -  (In  unison) 
Hymn  No.  389  "Let  All  Things  Now  Living" 
Thanksgiving  Prayer 
Offering  and  ingathering  of  Thank  Offering 

(Mr.  &  Mrs,  Raymond  Covert  and  Family) 
Offertory   "Praise  to  God,  Immortal  Praise"  Markworth 
*0f  faring  Prayer 
Litany  of  Thanksgiving 
'— p- Pastor:  For  what  You  are  to  us,  0  God,  creator,  Bustainer 
of  our  world  and  all  things  in  it; 

Savior,  Redeemer  of  all  men  who  believe  and  are  sensitive 
to  the  inner  witness;  to  You,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit. 
People:  We  give  You  the  thanksgiving  of  our  hearts,  the  praise 
B*£tS£.  of  our  lips,  and  the  service  of  our  lives. 

".   pastor:   For  the  beauty  and  wonder  of  our  world;  for  the 
" —     richness  and  suitability  of  our  natural  environment; 
For  the  unlocked  secrets  of  nature  which  make  life 
comfortable,  healthy,  ar.d  pleasing; 

For  the  arts  and  sciences;  for  all  things  that  inform 
the  mind,  bring  health  to  the  body,  and  enrich  our  life.... 
People:  We  give  You  the  thanksgiving  of  our  hearts,  the  prais 
of  our  lips,  and  the  service  of  our  livus. 

I 


Hymn  No.  392  -  (first  stanza) 
~~>-  Pastor:  For  our  country  and  its  magnificent  past: 
for  the  liberties  and  rights  of  each  individual ; 
for  the  opportunities  of  self-development  and 
education  granted  to  our  most  ordinary  citizens; 
For  growth  and  understanding  between  races;  for 
those  whose  roots  reach  back  to  the  beflinninK  of 
our  history  and  for  tho^e  who  accents  speak  of 
foreign  birth  and  recent  arrival.. 
People:   lie  give  You  the  thanksgiving  of  our  hearts, 
the  praise  of  our  lips,  and  the  service  of  our  lives. 
Hymn  Mo.  392  (Second  stanza) 
*]^>  Pastor:   For  the  religious  heritage  which  formed 
■^  our  earliest  way  of  life;  for  thi-  tolerance  that 

has  been  a  part  of  our  history:  for  the  faith- 
ful in  prior  generations  who  carried  forth  the 
torch  of  truth,  preaching  the  Gospel  at  the 
point  of  personal  sacrifice; 

For  seasons  of  revival  which  shaped  churches  and 
gave  birth  to  fresh  expressions  of  faith; 
For  great  men  remembered  and  faithful  men  for- 
gotten, all  of  whom  added  spice  to  the  flavor 
of  the  church  as  it  has  come  to  us.. 
People;  We  give  You  the  thanksgiving  of  our  hearts 
the  praise  of  our  lips,  and  the  service  of  our 
lives. 
Hymn  No.  392  'third  stanza) 

Pastor:  For  the  salvation  initiated  by  the  Father's 
love  and  accomplished  by  the  Son's  obedience  and 
made  real  to  us  through  the  witness  of  the  Spirit; 
For  the  removal  of  juilt  when  wc  have  sinned,  for 
the  surmounting  of  sin  when  we  have  resisted  the 
temptation,  and  for  the  direction  of  our  lives 
by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

For  our  homes;  for  wives  and  husbands,  grandparents, 
sons,  daughters,  uncles,  auntB,  and  cousins  and 
all  those  special  people  who  stem  to  be  of  our 
blood  because  in  Christ,  we  are  one  with  then... 
People:  We  give  you  the  thanksgiving  of  our  hearts,  the 
the  praise  of  our  lips,  and  the  service  of  our 
lives. 
Hymn  No.  392  (fourth  stanza) 


Anthem      "Praise  the  Lord ,  Who  Reigns  Above" 

Wilson,  arr. 
Scripture:    Psalm  136 
Sermon:    "Thanks  Living" 
*Hymn  525     "Now  thank  we  all  our  God" 
•Benediction 

*P'ostlude   "Vex  sets  on ; 'Old  Hundredth"    Carol 
++++++++  "Congregation  Standing  +  +  +  +  + 
The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed 

by  Mrs.  Ann  Williams  in  memory  of  "Loved  Ones" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  *Ri  chard.  Mangel, 

Don  Kitlgsley ,  Steve  Varg.a  and  Gary  Penar . 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today 
^■^  Hospitalized:   Mrs*  Avida  Miller,  Dutch  Bolam, 
-^  Howard  Jaillet.-*"-"  &J/A      A'**'  fi^rr,  JV&?     Ai^^A. 
Virginia  Mangel,  Marions  Kiemer,  and  Ann  Williams 
will  be  visiting  the  Hospital  this  week,  plus 
a  *-'  'it-in  and  a  non-attending  person. 
*~^?>Today  -  Election  of  Elders  and  Deacons 
**^   Monday  -  7:30  -  Fidelity  Bible  Class  meeting 


Nominations  for  Elders  and  Deacons  will  be  voted  on 

today: 
For  Elder:   Robert  Dellen,  Sr.  and  Richard  Mangel 
For  Deacon:   Art  Carney,  Mary  Lou  Davis,  Bruce  pencil 
and  Lloyd  Link* 

Explain  offering/thaakofferins  colletcion 

Election;  Following  Benediction,  Postlude,  con- 
gregation is  asked  to  be  seated/gtai^^**il 
and  Mr.  Harry  Fry  will  conduct  election 


Wed.  -  7:00  -  Chancel  Choir 

Thurs.  -  We  wish  you  a  Happy  Thanksgiving  and  a 

>  chance  to  be  with  your  family  and  loved  Ones. 
We  still  need  additional  men  and  women  to  wheel 
patients  to  serv' cl  at  the  V.A.  Hospital  next  Sunday 
See  Bill  Pflugh  or  the  Office  if  you  can  help,  ~fb&*4y 
^^The  money  taken  this  Thank  Offering  will  be  sent 
to  four  separate  American  Indian  needy  places 
that  have  been  checked  out. 
Our  Thank  Offering  Family  -  Mr.  &   Mrs.  Raymond 
Covert,  will  also  be  at  the  door  this  morning 
to  greet  the  Congregation  and  Visitors. 


Sign  book  in  paw,  will  know  who  is  wbo  in  Few 

Welcome  visitors: 


The  secret  of  living  is  learning  to  pray. 
It's  asking  our  Father  for  strength  for  the  day! 
It's  trusting  completely  that  His  boundless  grace 
Will  overcome  care  and  each  problem  we  face! 
It's  walking  by  faith  every  mile  that  we  plod, 
And  knowing  our  prayers  bring  us  closer  to  God  I 


Jays: 


Prayer  requests: 


3CHWNITY   BIPJ.1-'   CHURCH   -  SAGAMORE,    PA.    -  HOVEKBEB   20,    199^ 


COMMUNIT 

Prelude 

greetlnKs/JOYSAmjCUNCEMENTS/FRAYER  BEQUESTS 

DINNER   FOLLOWING  CHURCH 
',       HYKN  SING-    -  GOSPEL  SINGING/GROUPS 


nw 

OFFERING /PRAYER 
DOX0L0GY 

'ASTORAL  FPAYER 
HYMN 

SCRIPTURE:  PSALM  ljf 

SERMON:   "THANKS -LIVING"  ST.  PAUL'S,  30TL3B,  ll/?0/?3 
HYMN 
BENEDICTION 

Burnt; 
ti-t. 


THIS   1ST  PORTIN   IS   LOOK   AT   SEMEKBPANCE 
LKS   2PSST  &  WAT  G  HAS    DUN 
WE  CAN   LK   BAK   S,  C  WAT  Q   HAS   DUN  <tUS 
R   ANY   OF  US   COMFLETLY   DESITCT??  STARV?   HAV  WE  MISSD  ANY   MEALS?? 
DON'T  WE  HAV   MUCH, MUCH  MOR  THAN  WE  CAN  POSIBLI  CSE.CH   NEED"" 
lUTe^TF  MAN   SINGING   IN  WKEELCR4IR,    WITH  NO  LEGS) 
I       V   ANY   ADVERP  CIRCUMS    OUR   LIVS   CAN   SAY    "THANK  GOD" 
BE  THER  GUD  TIMES   OR  BAD:SIK   OR  WELL:EVN  WEN  NO   PAf  ATENTIN 
WATEVER  CIRCUMS   WE  HAV   CUM  THRU  WE  CAN  PRAISE  GOD  FOR  THEM 
VERSES   23-?fc»WORD  =REMEMBER/REDEEM  IN   PSAT  TENSE 
•WT  ALSO  PRESFN^  e   viirnpr  TENtE 

THINK    BOUT  -  ;oNS 

(TOTS   SNOOPY  8,   "CUD  HAV  SIN  WCRS,    CUE  BIN   BORN   A   TURK*".) 
IN  THn  W™ARDLES  HAV/DCNT  4AV  P  ™  3ET™  THAN  MANY  OTHSS 

VS  25=L0W  ESTAT 
VS   24=REDEEH  FR/ENEMYS 
WAT  WAS    LOW  ESTAT??   VAT  WER   CUR   ENEMIES''' 
LCW  ESTATOLPLES   SINNHS    B<*  A  RITUS  Or 
ENEMIES-SIN  t,  DEATH  WHAEEF  US   GOD 
WE  WER  K  R  REDEEMD  FR/LOW  ESTAT, FR/DETH  BY  8,  THRU  JS  H> 
WE  SHODB   REMIND  OF  G'S   COMFLST  LDV  TKRUOUT  ALL  LIF 
&  W/EVERTH  HAV, OR   C,OR   TOUCH, OR  HAPPNS   2US 
(ILDS  OF  "THANK   YOU   LORD  FOR  LITTLE  THINGS'^ 
DO  U  C  G  IN  ALL  OF  LIF?? 
OUR  LIVS  SHUD  BCTJH  LITOS  OF  "THANKS-LIVING" 
THAT  MEANS  NOT  JUS   ONE  DAY  A   YR   SET  ASID  TO  GIV  THANKS 
BUT   DO  IT  fc  GIV  IT  EVP   MY   ALL  YR   THRU  ' 


VSb    O-^O^i'^lV^   IVV   ^ALL   INUT  JU£)    bun    1TAJ 

ft  ALL  PEO  KHITD  GIV   THANKS  2HIM  „______—»— 

DO  WE  GRUMBL/COMPLAIN   BCUZ  DCNT  HAV  AS  MANY  CLOTHES   AS  OTTOS?? 

THH  R   PEO  WHO  FREE?,  IN  WORL  BCUZ  NO  HAV  COAT, LET  ALONE  CLOSETFTl! 
DO  WE  GRUMBL  BCUZ  WE  ON   SPECIL  DIET  6  CANT  EAT  EVRTH  OTHRS   Dp?? 

THER  R   PEO  CANOT  EAT  BCUZ  NO  FTJD.Er  THER  OTHRS   NO  EAT  BCUZ  C£NT 
NO  MATTH   WHER  LK   THER   SUHONE  WORS  OFF  THAN   ANY   OEJ  US 
<"    fb^ANNE  MURRAY  S-  SONG   "WE  SURE  CUD  USE  A  LITTL  GUD  NEWS  JDAY"! 
Li,*  tS   JOIN   IN   THANKING  3   FOR   TH/GUD  NEWS   HE   SENT  IN  JS   HP 

LET  OUR   THANKS   B  SHOWN   IN  LIVING   FOB   HIM 
LET  OUR  LIVS  B  ONES   OF  "THANKS-LIVING"  EVERY   DAY. 
THE  PSALM   ENDS=0  GIV  THANKS   UNTO  TH/LORD       ' 

>•  WAT  IS    TH/RESPCNS???      FOR   HIS  MERCY  ENDURETH  FOREVSR 


SCRIP:    PSALM  1J6|    SERMON:    "THANKS-LIVING" 

ON  TYP  APR.EVE   ?CANDL   SIN   LIT  BY   MOTHF   HOUSHOL.FOLO  BY  FESV  PRAYI 
2  GOD 
FAMLY   ASEMBL  <l  HOLIDAY  FEAST 
GLO  OF  TH/CANDLS   IS  REFLEC  IN  ETES  EA  ONE  HND  TABL 
TH/SAVRY   SMEL  OF  FUD  CUM  FR/THE  KIT  MIX   W/SHAL  BURN  CNADLS   ft 
TH/VINE  CN  TH/TABL 
NOW    BED  OF  KOUSHOL.USULY  FATHR,OR  GRANDFATHR   ARIS 
OPENS   FRAYR   BUK   ft   RAISES   WINE  GLAS   AS   KJTN  2PRAY  t,  PART   PRAYS: 
"BLESSED  ART  THOU    ,    LORD  OUR  GOD,   KING   OF  THE  UNIVERSE, 
CREATOR   OF  THE  FRUIT  OF  THE  VINE" 
W/CLOS    OF  TK/PRAYH  ft   SENEDICTIN.EVRONE   SIP  FRAST  GLAS   WINE 
AFTR   HOST  HAS  WASH   HANDS  X-  PRELIK     TIB      BIN   EATN, ALONG  W/NOTHH 
PRAYR.WINE  GLAS   REFIL  &  YNGES   MALE  FAMLY   MEKBR   ASKS: 
"WHY  IS  THIS  NIGHT  DIFERENT  FROM  ALL  OTHER  NIGHTS? 
W    ALL  OTHER  NIGHTS  WE  EAT   BREAD  OR  MATZO.    WHY   TONIGHT  ONLY 

',    TOt      ON   ALL  OTHER  NIGHTS  WE  CAN  EAT   ANY   KIND  OF  HERBS . 
«HY  TONIGHT  BITTER   HERBS?   ON   ALL  OTHER  NIGHTS  WE   DON'T  DIP 
HERBS  WE  EAT  INTO  ANYTHING.      WHY,    TONIGHT  DO  WE  DIP  TWICB? 
ON    ALL  OTHER  NIGHTS  WE  CAN  EAT  EITHER   SITTING  UP  STRAIGHT  OP 
RECLINING.      WHY,    TONIGHT  DC  WE   ALL  RECLINF? 

THUS   BGIN  FEAST  OF  PASCVER   IN  TYPICL  JEWISH   HOME 
nmTHH   CN  IN  THAT  HEAL  FAMLY  SING  OR  RECIH  PSALMS   113-118 
THIS   CAL=EOTPTIN  HALEL'BCP?   THE?   FE   SPK   ISR   DELIV  FR/EGYPT 
HALLELfPRAIS    THOU  THACBD,    OR,    "A   SONG  OF  PRAIS   2  TH7LORD 
DURING  THIS  TIKE     2M0R  GLAS  WINE  R   DRtlNK 
AT  CONCLUSTN  OF  MEAL  W/DRINK  OF  ^TH  CUT  WINE.GRT   HALLEL  IS 
RECIT  OR   SUNG 
THIS  IS  PSALM  1V» 
IF  THIS   PS  WEP  SUNG  IN  TEMP  IT  WAS   SUNG  BY  LEVIT  CHOIR  Sr  CONG 
CHOIR  WUD  SING   1ST  PAST  ft  CONG  WUD  SING  TH/RESPCNS 
THIS  MORN  I  WIL  RECIT  1ST  PART  OF  VS 
IF  U   HAV   BIBL  OR   NOT.TH/SESPONS   IS=FOR  HIS  MERCY  ENDUETH  <tEVf"R" 
WE  WIL  GO  THRU  THIS   PS   IN   3  STAGEf, 


Scripture: 


"Thanks  Living" 
Psalm  1^6 


On  typcl  eve  2candls  bin  lit  by  mottir  houshld,foloby 
fe--'  prayr  2  G  &  fam  BBembl  tabl  4festiv  holday  feast 

G  j   oandls  reflec  eys  ea  1md  tsbl,&  smel  3avry  fuds 

eu   f/kitch  mix  w/smel  burn  candl  &  wine  on  tabl 
No*  hed  houshol ,usul  fathr/grndfathr  rise:opn  prayi 
buk.rais  wine  glaa  as  Bgin  pray  &  part  prayr-Bles 
art  Thou  our  G,King  of  univers, Creator  fruit  of  vine 
K  w/clos  pray  wA>endictin,evr1  sip  1st  cup  wine 

aftr  host  wash  hand  &  prelim  fud  eatn.lon  nothr  praj 

glaa  fil  agin  &  yngst  mama  membr  ask-(Note  questins; 
Thus  has  Bgun  fieast  Pasovr  in  typcl  Jewish  home 

furthr  on  meal.famly  ree it/sing  Pss  113-118 
this  kno=Egyptin  Hallel  Bcuz  part  spk  delivr  Egypt 
Hallel-Prais  thou  L,or  A  song  prais  2  the  Lord 

during  this  time  2mor  glas  wine  drunk  &  concluain 

meal  w/drink  4th  cup=Grt  Hallel  recit/sung-Ps  136 
This  morn  our  Scrip; if  use  Tempi  sung  Levitcl  choir 
&  congjchnir  1st  part,cong  sing  respona 

Harry  &  I  no  colabrat  w/music  wil  recit  1st»cong  2nd 
vss  1-22=For  His  mercy  endureth  forever 
1st  portin  Pa  Prais  is  look  of  Remembrance 

luk  backwrd  2past  &  tel  wat  G  dun;may  noB  Jewish, but 

can  alho  luk  bak  &  0  wat  G  dun  4ea  us 
R  any  us=Destitut?  Starv?  miss  m«als?  Truth=h9v  mor 
than  we  need  or  cud  posibly  use 
(Illus  man  hart  in  hospital  &.   thank  God) 
as  ea  Ik  individ  livs  can  we  find  advars  circums  & 
say  THANK  GOD?  we  mus  kno  w/us  whthr  gud/bad  times; 

whthr  sik/wel ; whthr  awar  Him  or  not«HE  IS  THERE 
Sh   hav  Remem  G  who  bin  w/us  thru  past  wat  evr  bin 
&  PKAISE  GOD  FOH  THAT 
vss  23-24-=Read  Reaponsivly 

evn  tho  words-Redeem, Remembr  pas  tens  w/God  ther 

is  ongo  process  &  we  so  soon  4get  that 
(Illus  wat  hav  U  dun  4  me  latly  Joe) 

2oft  atitud  2ward  G;we  ackaow  pul  thru  tuf  apot.but 

Wat  Hav  U  Dun  4  Ub  Lately  God?? 
Lk  vss  23-24-nWat  was  Psalmist  saying  here? 
(Illus  Pastor  Rittenhouse,Otis  Sampson  &  precius  posa 
Pa  say  G  reme  us  low  estat  &.   wat  was  it? 

we  sinrs  B4  ritous  G  &  no  wayB  ;Jusfy  His  site, 
but  G  remem  we  dust  &  in  infinit  luv/mercy  "Reflieme 
us  from  our  enemies 
And  who  enemies ?=3in  &  death  &  we  redeem  by  blud/rite 
of    Ip  t  can  no  happen  any  othr  way 

We  J8T  fr/spirtul  deth  by  reaur  Js  Xp:pd  all, thru 

Him  we  R  redeemed»wat  our  mos  precius  posesin? 


cannot/mus  not  B  anothr  persn 
Erthly  posesins  wil  crumbl,decay;evr  luv  1  no  mattr 
how  clos/dear  wil  desert  us  by  step  out  our  live  in 
6~*-h   or  sum  othr  way=But  only  Js  Xp  is  Sum1  we  can 
c^~ng  2  &  hav  for  all  this  lif  &  4  all  etemty 
Vbs  "5-26=Read  Responsivly 
Here  Ik  2fui?ur  w/Readines 
We  prep  selvs  2kno  He  wil  provid  4  all  our  needs= 
vs  25a«Read,  &  Bcuz  this  can  say=vs  26a 
But  hav  we  truly  prep  selvs  4watevr  futur  br  4th? 
(Illus  littl  boy  &  please  pass  the  butter) 
Quest  mus  ask=Whos  voic  R  we  ignoring? 
hear  all  sort  voices  clamr  our  atentin«R  we  listn 
sobsistrs  NBC, CBS , ABC ,&  nitely  bad  nus? 
Or  R  we  listning  2  that  stil  small  Voice  that  says  as 
it  did  so  long  ago  2  Isa-Read  Isa  4^:1b-^a,  5a 
Is  our  lif  1of  thanks  Living, or  is  it  1of  turmoil, 
confusin  Bcuz  cannot  Ik  2  G  as  suplier  of  everth? 
Do  we  grumbl  complain  no  hav  many  cloths  as  othrs? 
Iher  R  peop  freez  Bcuz  hav  no  coat  in  worl/no  closet 

ful 
Do  we  grumbl  Bcuz  specil  diet  &  no  eat  lik  othrs? 

Ther  peop  cannot  eat, no  fud,Bcuz  phys  probs 
No  mattr  wher  Ik, or  wat  prob  we  may  rais  that  we  seem 
2hav,ther  sum"!  wors  off  than  we  R 
Ann  Murray  pop  singr  sing  nu  song  bout  all  bad  th 
hap  in  worl 
Part  words  sing«We  sur  cud  use  a  litl  gud  nus  2day 
&  I  sing  rite  bak  2her  wen  I  hear  it«Annie,we  hav 
the  gud  nus, but  the  worl  wil  not  acpt  it 
Tet  us  join  in  thanks  this  day  4  that  Gud  Nus  G 
;nt  in  the  pern  of  Js  Xp, 
&  let  that  Thanks, be  shown  in  Living  for  Him 

Verse  1=0  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord, 
and  wat  is  the  Response? 
For  His  mercy  endureth  forever. 


"Thaaka  LiTing" 
Scripture:  Psalm  1jJ6 

'twt  tfcwm  —Mr 
On  a  typical  April  evening  two  candles  have  been  lit  by  the  mother  in  the 
household,  followed  by  her  fervent  prayer  to  God  and  the  family  assembled  at 
tfre  table  is  ready  for  the  holiday  feast.   The  glow  of  the  candles  is  reflected 
in  the  eyes  of  each  one  around  the  table.  The  smell  of  savory  foods  coming 
from  the  kitchen  mixes  with  the  smell  of  the  burning  candles  and  the  wine  on 
the  table.  Now  the  head  of  the  household,  usually  the  father,  ort  the  grand- 
father rises.   He  opnes  his  prayer  book  and  raises  his  wine  glass  as  he  be- 
gins to  pray  and  a  part  of  that  prayer  is,  "Blessed  art  Thou,  Lord  our  God, 
King  of  the  universe,  Creator  of  the  fruit  of  the  vine."   With  the  close  of 
the  prayer  with  a  benediction,  everyone  sips  from  this  first  cup  of  wine. 
After  the  host  has  washed  his  hands  and  the  preliminary  food  has  been  eaten 
along  with  another  prayer,  the  wine  glasses  are  refilled  and  the  youngest  male 
member  of  the  family  asks:  Why  is  this  night  different  from  all  other  nights? 
On  all  other  nights  we  can  eat  bread  or  matzo.  Why,  tonight,  only  matzo? 
On  all  other  nights,  we  can  eat  any  kind  of  herbs.   Why,  tongiht,  bittere 
herbs?  On  all  other  nights  we  don't  dip  herbs  we  eat  into  anything.   Why, 
"tongight,  do  we  dip  twice?  On  all  other  nights  we  can  eat  either  sitting  up 
straight  or  reclining.  Why,  tonight,  do  we  all  recline? 

Thus  has  begun  the  Feast  of  the  Passover  in  a  typical  Jewish  home.  But  further 
on  in  that  meal  the  family  sings  or  recites  Psalms  113-to-118.  This  is  known 
as  the  Egyptian  Hallel  becuase  tfca  part  of  these  Psalms  speak  of  Israel's  de- 
liverance from  Egypt.  The  word  "Hallel"  means  "Praise  thous  the  Lord"  or 
"A  song  of  praise  to  the  Lord."   During  this  time  two  more  glasses  of  wine  are 
drunk  and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  meal  with  the  drinking  of  the  fourth  cup 
of  wine  the  "Great  Hallel"  is  recited  or  sung  and  this  is  Psalm  136. 
This  morning  as  our  Scripture  we  are  using  this  Psalm.   If  it  were  used  in 
the  Temple  it  was  sung  by  the  Levitical  choir  and  the  congregation.  The  choir 
would  sing  the  first  part  and  the  congregation  would  sing  the  response.  Since 
Harry  and  I  didn't  aaiaaiafeB  collaborate  on  putting  this  to  music  we  will  use 
it  without  music.   I  will  recite  the  beginning  of  each  verse  and  whether  you 
have  a  Bible  or  not,  the  response  when  I  stop  is,  "For  His  mercy  endureth 
forever."   We  will  go  through  this  Psalm  in  three  stages  and  the  first  stage 
is  verses  1  through  22.   (Go  through  those  verses  responiivelfr.) 
This  first  portion  of  this  Psalm  of  Praise  is  a  look  of  Remembrance.   It  looks 
backward  to  the  past,  and  tells  of  what  G  d  has  done.  We  may  not  be  Jewish 
but  we  can  also  look  back  and  see  what  God  has  done  for  each  of  us.  Are  any 


-2- 
of  us  completely  iexitira  destitute?  Starving?  Have  any  of  us  missed  many 

^als  this  past  year?  Have  any  of  us  lost  our  homes?  And  if  we  are  completely 
truthful,  don't  we  kHXB  all  have  much,  much  more  than  we  can  possibly  use,  or 
nee&7 

(illustration  of  man  in  hospital:   A  man  who  was  a  heart  patient  in  a  hospital 
said," I  can  never  thank  God  enough  for  letting  me  be  flat  on  my  back. 
For  the  first  time  in  my  life  I  am  looking  up  to  G06  for  His  mercy  and 
forgiveness." 
As  smi  we  each  look  at  our  lives  this  Thanksgiving  can  we  find  adverse  circum- 
stances for  which  we  can  say,  "Thank  God?"   I*xjrexfcKHijrxfe*iiB*«x$BiixiBXwifc&xHX 
we  must  know  that  He  is  with  us  ra  whether  times  are  good  or  times  are  bad; 
He  is  with  us  whether  we  are  sick  or  well;  He  is  with  us  even  when  we  are  not 
paying  any  attention  that  He  is  there.   We  should  have  the  remembrance  of  God 
who  has  been  with  us  throughout  all  our  past,  whatever  circumstances  we  may 
have  come  through.   Praise  God  for  that  I 

Now  let  us  read  responsively  verses  *£o   and  ^4,  and  remember  the  response  is, 
For  His  mercy  endureth  forever.   (Read  these  two  verses). 

In  these  several  verses  we  see  reflection  upon  present  circumstances.   Even 
though  the  words  "remember"  and  "redeem"  are  in  the  past  tense  here,  with  God 
that  is  an  ongoing  process  and  we  so  soon  forget  that. 
(Illustration  of 'what  have  you  done  for  me  lately  Joe?") 

A  man  named  Jose  came  to  his  friend  Henry  to  ask  for  the  loan  of  a  large 
sum  of  money?  Henry  had  the  money  so  it  wasn't  a  case  of  being  made 
destitute.  Henry  said  he  wasn't  sure  that  he  wanted  to  loan  fioe  the  money. 
So  Joe  said  to  him,  "Remember  Henry  who  it  was  who  loaned  you  money  and 
gave  you  food  so  you  and  your  family  could  survive  during  the  depression? 
Henry  said,  "That's  right,  it  was  you  Joe."  And  Joe  asked,  "Who  was  it 
who  dove  in  the  water  affcer  you  fell  out  of  our  fishing  boat  and  pulled 
you  back  to  the  boat  and  got  you  in  and  you  didn't  drown?"  Henry  answered, 
"That's  right,  it  was  you  Joe."  But  then  Henry  asked,  "But  tell  me,  what 
have  you  done  for  me  lately,  Joe?" 
This  is  too  often  our  attitude  before  God.  We  acknowledge  that  He  has  pulled 
us  through  evety  bad  spot,  "But  what  have  you  done  for  us  lately  God?" 

Look  at  what  these  two  verses  tell  us,  "Who  remembered  us  in  our  low  estate, 
and  hath  redeemed  us  from  our  enemies." 

What  was  the  Psalmist  saying  here? 

(Illustration  of  Pastor  Rittenhouse  and  $w*   Otis  Sampson) 

A  minister  named  Rittenhouse  was  traveling  down  a  certain  highway  while  on 
vacation  and  a  car  going  in  the  opposite  direction  had  a  suitcase  blow  off 
the  top  of  the  car  and  land  on  the  highway.  The  driver  of  the  other  car 
never  noticed  that  this  happened.  Pastor  Rittenhouse  stopped  hifcar  and 
retrieved  the  suitcase.  He  searched  through  it  but  the  only  clue  to  the 
owner's  identity  was  a  twenty  dollar  gold  piece  inscribed,  "Given  to  Otis 
Sampson  at  his  retirement  by  Portland  Cement  Company. 

After  some  extensive  investigation  and  letter  writing  Otis  Sampson  was 
found  and  contacted.  He  wrote  a  letter  back  stating,  "Dispose  of  the  suit- 
case and  all  else.   But  send  me  my  gold  piece."  And  several  times  in  the 
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letter  he  referred  to  the  gold  piece  as  "my  most  precious  possession." 
^astor  Rittenhouse  did  so,  but  wrote  a  letter  along  with  it  and  told  Otis 
mpson  about  his  "most  precious  possession,  Jesus  Christ."  A  year  later, 
Pastor  Rittenhouse  received  a  Chriatmas  package  in  the  mail.   In  it  was  the 
twenty  dollar  gold  piece  and  Mr.  Sampson  wrote,  "You  will  be  happy  to  know  ix 
we  have  become  members  of  a  church.  We  want  you  to  have  Jhis  gold  piece. 
I  am  74  my  wife  is  T<L.      You  were  the  first  one  to  tell  us  about  Jesus. 
Now  He  is  our  most  prized  possession." 

The  Psalmist  says  that  God  remembered  us  in  our  low  estate.  -*nd  what  was  that 
low  estate?  That  we  were  sinners  standing  before  a  righteous  God  and  could  in 
no  way  be  justified  in  His  sight.  But  God  remembered  that  we  are  dust  and  in 
His  infinite  love  and  mercy  "redeemed  us  from  our  enemies."  And  who  are  our 
enemies?  Sin  and  death.   We  are  redeemed  from  sin  by  the  blood  and  rightesous- 
ness  of  Jesus  Christ  and  it  can't  happen  in  any  other  way.  We  are  saved  from 
spiritual  death  by  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ.  He  paid  it  all,  through 
Him  we  are  redeemed.  What  is  our  most  precious  possession?  It  cannot  and  must 
not  be  some  material  possession  and  it  cannot  and  must  not  be  another  person. 
Rosses  Earthyl  possessions  will  crumble  and  decay;  every  loved  one  no  matter 
how  close  or  dear  will  desert  us  either  by  stepping  out  of  our  lives  in  death 
or  some  other  way.  Only  Jesus  Christ  is  Somone  we  can  cling  to  and  have  for 
all  of  this  life  and  for  all  eternity. 

-flow  we  come  to. the  last  two  verse  of  this  Great  Hallelj  the  Great  praise  to 
God.  The  response  remains  the  same.   (Read  verses  25  and  26  responsively). 
Here  wra  we  look  to  the  future  and  it  is  with  Readiness  we  do  so.  We  prepare 
ourselves  to  know  that  He  will  provide  for  all  of  our  needs,  Who  giveth  food 
to  all  flesh,"  and  because  we  know  this  we  can  say,  "0  give  thanks  unto  tfce 
God  of  heaven."  But  have  we  truly  prepared  ourselves  for  whatever  the  future 
brings  forth? 
(Illustration  of  little  boy  and  "Please  pass  the  butter"). 

During  a  Thanksgiving  dinner  a  large  family  was  gathered  at  the  table  eating 
the  festive  meal  when  the  gathering  was  interrupted  by  sag  one  of  the  little 
boys  of  the  family.  He  yelled  loudly,  "Please  pass  the  butter."  His  mother 
was  horrified  at  his  behaviour  and  immediately  sent  him  to  his  room. 
After  the  meal  one  of  the  relatives  said  that  she  had  made  a  tape  of  the 
conversation  and  she  was  going  to  play  it  over  and  over  again  for  her  en- 
joyment in  the  future  because  she  enjoyed  it  so  much.   But  the  other  members 
of  the  family  insisted  that  she  play  it  for  them  right  then.  Uuring  the 
course  of  the  tape  they  heard  a  very  quiet  and  polite  voice  say,  "Please 
pass  the  butter."  There  was  no  response  and  everyone  went  on  talking. 
Apain  the  voice  was  heard,  "Please  pass  the  butter,"  and  again  there  was  no 
reoonse.  AH  they  could  hear  was  their  laughter  and  enjoyable  conversation. 
And  then  they  heard,  "PLEASEPASS  THE  BUTTER." 
The  question  we  must  ask  is,  "Whose  voice  are  we  ignoring?"   We  hear  all  sorts 
of  voices  clamoring  for  our  attention.  Are  we  listening  to  the  sob  sisters  of 
NBC,  BBS,  and  ABC  telling  us  all  of  the  bad  things  they  predict,  or  they 
think?  Or  are  we  listening  to  that  still  small  voice  that  says  as  it  did  to 


-4- 

Isaiata  long  ago,  "Fear  not:  for  I  have  redeemed  thee,  I  have  called  thee  by 
thy  name;  thou  art  Mine.  When  thou  passest  through  the  waters ,  I  will  be 
ith  thee;  and  through  the  rivers  they  shall  not  overflow  thee;  when  thou 
walkest  through  the  fire,  thou  shalt  not  be  burned;  neither  shall  the  flame 
kindle  upon  thee.   For  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God.   i'ear  not:  for  I  am  with  thee." 

Isaiah  4;J:1b-3a,  5a. 

Is  our  life  one  of  Thanks  Living,  or  is  it  one  of  turmoil  and  confusion  be- 
be cause  we  cannot  look  to  God  SHixrKHdsxxfctesxSxsxfcxxaiisi^xliaexSxssixSraxEsxfcB 
itiBx^«gx«ay&feiHgx«BitxgX«grJCJaiBICxX3ixia«ysJt  as  the  supplier  of  everything? 
Do  we  grumble  and  complain  because  we  don't  have  as  much  clothes  as  someone 
else?  There  are  people  in  the  world  who  are  freezing  because  they  have  no  coat 
let  alone  a  closet  full.  Do  we  grumble  because  maybe  we  are  on  a  special  diet 
and  cannot  eat  everything  that  everyone  else  does?  There  are  people  who  can- 
not eat  because  they  simply  don't  have  food,  and  there  are  people  who  cannot 
eat  because  of  physical  problems.  No  matter  where  we  look,  or  what  problem  we 
may  raise  that  we  seem  to  have,  there  is  someone  much  worse  off  than  we  are. 
Anne  Murray  a  popular  singer  sings  a  new  song  about  all  of  the  bad  things  hap- 
pening in  the  world  and  how  it  is  publicized.  The  words  she  sings  of  a  part  of 
that  song  is,  "We  sure  could  use  a  little  good  news  today."  And  I  sing  back  Jo 
her  when  I  hear  it,  "Annie,  we  have  the  Good  Hews,  but  the  world  will  not  ac- 

ept  it."  xiwfct  Let  us  each  join  in  Thanks  this  day  for  that  Good  Hews  God  sent 
in  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ.  And  let  that  "Thanks"  be  shown  in  "Living"  for 
Him.   "0  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord,"  and  what  its  the  response,  "For  His  mercy 
endureth  forever." 
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ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude  "Send  Down,  Heaven,  the  Just  One"  Adler 
Announcements 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Joys 

Prayer  Requests 
ASv/^fEhtlng  of  Advent  Wreath 

•Processional  Hymn  No.  166  "Let  all  mortal  flesh  keep 

•Ascription  silence" 

•Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "Our  Heavenly  Father,  our  spirits 
turn  at  this  season  not  only  to  the  coming  of  thy  Son 
into  history  In  the  form  of  a  babe,  but  also  to  thy  coming 
in  thy  spirit.  We  beseech  thee.  0  Lord,  to  pour  thy 
spirit  upon  all  who  walk  in  darkness.  Grant  thy  power 
to  the  weak;  thy  love  to  those  who  hate;  and  thy  peace 
to  those  who  know  only  the  ugliness  of  3trlfe,  struggle, 
and  turmoil.   If  it  be  thy  will,  make  us  instruments  of 
thy  power  and  love  and  peace  for  those  who  know  thee  not. 
Hear  us  as  we  pray,  in  Jesus'  name.   Amen," 

♦Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon 

•Praise 

Blessed  be  the  Lord  Ood! 

And  blessed  be  His  Glorious  Name  forever 


> 


•Pastor: 
•People : 

*Gloria  Fatri 
Hymn  No.  174 


Lol  How  a  Rose  E'er  Blooming" 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you 

People:  And  with  thy  spirit 

Pastor:   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer 


Offering 

Offertory   "0  Lord,  How  Shall  r  Meet  Thee?"  Bach 
♦Doxology  No.  332 
Anthem:    "Hail  to  the  Lord's  Anointed"  American 
Scripture   1  John  4:7-12  Folk  Melody 

Strwcn:     "Joint-Participation:  Brotherly  Love" 
•Closing  Hymn  No.  170  "Thou  Uidst  Leave  Thy  Throne" 
Benediction 

Postlude:    "The  Advent  of  Our  King"        Willan 
■a    +  +  +  +  +  +  "Congregation  Standing  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
Mrs,  Margaret  McClymonds  in  memory  of  "Loved  Ones" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  *Hichard  Mangel,  Don 

Kingsley,  Steve  Vargo  and  Gary  Fenar.* 
Marlene  Riemer  and  Deborah  Melton  will  be  at  the  door. 
Hospitalized:  A' rZf*    **  *•**£  f&fdg   f<i.'.^^^rf 
Pam  TAIt  and  Diane  Hollefreund  will  be  visiting  the 
Hospital  this  week.  They  will  also  visit  a  shut-in 
and  a  non-attending  person. 
Monday,  Tues  and  Thurs.  Hall  is  rented 
Wed.  -  7:00  -  Chancel  Choir 


Don't  Stay  Away  from  Church....  Because 

You  are  Poor  -  There  is  no  admission  charge. 

It  Rains  -  You  go  to  work  in  the  rain. 

It  Is  Hot  -  It  is  hot  on  your  block,  too. 

No  One  invited  You  -  People  go  to  movies  without  being 

begged. 

The  Pastor  Didn't  Shake  Your  Hand  ~  The  umpire  at  the 

ballgame  never  shakes  your  hand. 
We  have  An  Emotional  Religion  -  Did  you  ever  attend 

a  hoekey  game? 
Your  Job  Made  You  Tired  -  Aren't  you  glad  you  have  one? 
You  Have  Saall  Children  -  Thank  God t 
There  Are  Hypocrites  -  You  assotiate  with  them  every 

day*   You  should  be  used  to  It  by  now. 
Your  clothes  aren't  the  LateBt  -  We*  don't  conduct 

fashion  shows, 
You  Have  Company  -  They  have  been  wondering  about 

your  loyalty  anyway.   Invite  them  along  or  tell  them 

when  you'll  return. 
You  Have  Plenty  of  Time  -  Are  you  sure? 


"jomt-i'ari.iciiini'i.u"'    «™»— „    

Scripture:   1    John  *s7-1i! 

(Illus  frustrated   Sunday  School   techr-Shutup  whil  I 

te      h  U  about  G's   luv)  ,.„. 

Not   exact   wat   J  writ  2peop  erly  chjbut   quite  litly 

r^xpeLncYifs^anfareas^rack  fals  teach/teachrs 
many^u  converts  need  2B  instruc  Xpianty  withstan  He 
reBiessniany  membra  no  kno  propr  *pian  Konduct 

Thus-J  adres  basic  fundmentl  Xpianty-Luv  '.  another 

Sed  of  J  wen  iifeebl  2walk,he  carry  ind  £  *  ^J*  s8y 

LITTL  CHILDHM.LDV  1AH0THER.  IT  IS  L«S  COKANBHENT 
sect  in  scrip  easly  eal-Brotherly  Lot  wh/shar  our 

Joint-Participatin  wta/hav  Xpian  ch 
Sum1  iokly  say=cal  Sisterly  luv, but  wen  say  Br  luv 
It  mean  both  W-ietriEx  bakwuds  praachr.ft  always 
adrea  cong-Brethren  &  Sistern;dow  cal  no  import, it 
wat  we  do  w/Serip,how  liv  it 

vs  7-J  aay  21OT  Inotbr  no  inborn  trait-erlier  ^cnp 
spok  Cain/Abel  i  this  examp  wat  inborn  traits  R 

Self nes, envy .hatred  thez  wat  hav  inborn  us, but  overcu 

"fw^pi^perBn  truly  born  of  G.Bgin  <iluv  Beuz 
kno  G  &  that  1  side  of  coin:  conversly  J  say- 

vs  8=This  stament  as  J  say  is, act  Tru-G  is  Love 
2say  this  is  2mak  G  abetractin  4  luv  18  abstractin 

^wS'^Gr  w/out  artiol  &  wet  J  actul  *£-<**** 

esenc\natur  ,charactr  of  Luv  &  wud  read-G  in  His 
natur  ia  love, 4  G'b  natur  ia  kfB  luving 
J  say  persn  suposed  Blievr.dusnt  sho  luv,realy  duant 
'-no  G.Bcub  it  naturmesene  of  G  2sho  4th  luv 
k   wat  contras  tween  G/wm?  natur  man  not  d   automat 
iu  othr  peopibut  wen  persa  truly  ch  of  G.persn  too 
G's  natur  wh/luv  &  child  Bgin  sho  4th  G's  natur  lif 
Hav  thus  describ  compar  tween.naturl  man  &.  ^"l? 
born  man  J  apk  G's  demonstratin  this  luv  completly 
Vss  9-10-Say  literly-In  our  case, our  situatin  G  gav 
evidenc  His  luv  4creatin-otiir  words=&  act  hiatry  d 
sho  His  luv-But  jus  wat  do?  Key  word  vsa-oEOT 
,k  histry  bout  2800  yr  H  part  Palstine,N  tribes  clos 
2  Ninevah  wer  trampl,invad  armys  Asyriajsufr  terbly 
3euz  this  in  everday/spirtul  livs 

Sevrl  kings  Asyria  brutly  overun  Is, destroy, loot , kill 
^idst  destructin  stud  man  G,a  proph  named  Isaiah 
He  saw  darknes, despair  peop  liv;but  G  inspir  &  spok 
o~  time  2cum  futur  wh  bring  lite  our  dark-Iaa  9:2 

Iaa  apk  that  wh  G  wil  send  4th  &  say»9:  3-5-HEAD 
He  4see  time  wen  enmy  gon;wen  capt/king  hav  depart 
past  is  Blavry.instru  war  gon; sword  brok  burn  &  victr 


d/ 


won  lik  Gideon  at  Midian  &  peop  can  rejoic 
Wat  wil  hap  2bring  gloom  inii  Joy?  9 : 6-7-RBAD 

Isa  pt  out  very  regin  wher  Aayrian  army  brat  deth 

destructin  wud  B  1st  <£rejoic  in  birth/minstry  Je  Xp 
j£  ud  walk  monn;  peop  ,minstr  ther  need  &  sho  luv  G 
wondrful  way;wudB  counselr  2therajwudB  G  in  flesh; 
wv-1  sho  etennty  restor  w/G;&  1finl  day  wud  reign  as 
Pi  jce  of  Peace 

lee  spok  this;prophcy  it, but  nevr  got  2C  any  of  it 
but  suceed  genratins  his  peop  did  get  iC,unfortnatly 
4mos  them  no  kno  wat  seeing, &  no  Bliev  Ja  their  Mess 

But  that  no  altr  fact  this  wat  J  writ  bout 
He  is  tel  how  G  fulfil  prom  &  -vss  9-10-READ 

Word-PROPITIATIN  pt  out  previus  scrip  fr  Gr-HILASMOS 

means-SATISFACTIN 
Js  was/is  satisfactin  B*  G  4  our  sins;Js  satisfy  de- 
mands riteous  G  sin  B  paid  4, thus  mak  posib  4man  2B 
redeem, saved  fr  penalty  sin  wh-sp  deth,sep  fr  God 
This  was  purpos  of  G" sending"  Js  Xp  in2  the  world 

(Illus  Bilbord  Baton  Rouge, I,a  fc-IT'3  TOUR  MOVE} 

How  do  we  respond  2this? 
G  sent  His  Eon, if  hav  respond  2wat  G  offr  thru  Him= 

Salvatin.then  wat  our  nex  move? 
Jn  giv  anser  in  vss  11  8:  1i?-READ 
Our  respons  2  God  ahudB  that  as  we  hav  bin  sho  luv 
thru  Js  Xp,we  shud  luv  Dthrs  in  return 
We  notB  ask  2do  sumthin  wh  easy,bcuz  it  isnt 

It  extremly  dif  21uv  1  another, &  sumtimes  closr  we  li 

2sum1  hardr  it  is  2return  ther  luv 
But  we  Bourn  so  busy  liv  individ  livs  we  dont  tak  prop 
time  2  luv  or  2  expres  it 

(Illus  salesman  phone  wif,hang  up-she  sayal  luv  U) 

St  "  -nt  this  lik  us? 
iv.  hear  wqt  G  has  dun,we  talk  2Him,we  kno  wat  He  want 
fr  us,but  turn  way  fr  Him  &  miss  Him  say  in  midst  our 
situatin  may  find  selvee-I  LOVE  YOB 

J  remind  us-Vss  9=10-READ 
Now  G  say-IT'S  YOUR  MOVE" 
And  how  do  we  respond? 

J  tells  us-vs  11- READ 
G  has  sod  &  continues  to  say, "I  LOVE  YOU" 
Can  we  in  turn  by  word  &.   deed  shar  that  same  mesag 
w/othra  &  luv  one  another? 


"Joint-Participation;  Brotherly  Love" 
Scripture:  1  John  4:7-12 

(Illustration  of  frustrated  Sunday  School  teacher) 

A  Sunday  School  teacher  was  very  exasperated  at  the  complete  inattention 
of  her  class.  Shs  "Will  you  shut  up  while  I  teach  you  about  God's  Love," 
she  shouted. 

This  is  not  wtaatxishjixxaxxxrxiHKxtax  just  exactly  what  John  was  writing  to  the 

people  in  the  early  Christian  Church.  But  it  is  quite  likely  that  feeling  had 

crossed  his  mind.  The  church  was  experiencing  difficulties  in  many  areas. 

I  was  wracked  with  galse  teachings  and  teachers  and  John  was  writing  to  put 

these  heresies  down;  it  had  many  new  converts  who  needed  to  be  instructed  in 

Christianity  so  they  could  withstand  the  heresies  which  were  so  rampant;  and  it 

had  many  members  who  didn't  know  what  proper  Christian  conduct  was.  Thus,  this 

particular  portion  of  Scripture  addresses  itself  to  the  basic  fundamental  of 

Christianity  and  that  was  and  is,  "Loving  one  another."  It  has  been  said  that 

when  John  was  very  aged  and  too  feeble  to  walk,  he  was  carried  into  the  church 

for  services.   He  is  supposedly  have  always  said,  "Little  children,  Love  one 

another.   It  is  the  Lord's  commandment/" 

Tfcris  section  we  can  very  easily  call,  "Brotherly  Love"  which  we  share  in  our 

"Joint-Participation"  which  we  have  in  the  Christian  church.  Someone  has  said 

tr,   me  jokingly  that  this  should  be  called,  "Sisterly  Love"  because  that  would  be 

^t  of  the  ordinary  and  grab  more  attention.  But  entitled  "Brother  Love"  it 

covers  both  and  if  you  feel  the  need  you  may  call  it  xkskxxBHXKX  "Brotherly  And 

Sisterly  love"  or  whatever  you  like.  The  content  is  still  the  same  and  the  name 

is  not  that  all  important, 

John  begins  by  stating,  xifKxtkatxiaitetiixBatxkHaMatiiXHistxSaxxxfarxSasxrsxlsvs^x 

xcxaaxSxxxxxxxx 
Blloved,  let  us  love  one  another:  for  love  is  of  God;  and  every  one  that 
loveth  is  born  of  God,  and  knoweth  God."   Verse  7* 

John  is  saying  that  ixa  loving  one  another  is  not  an  inborn  trait.   He  spoke  of 
Cain  and  Abel  in  an  earlier  portion  of  this  saxipi  letter.  That  is  an  example 
of  what  is  inborn  in  each  person.  Selfishness,  envy,  hatred,  these  are  the  in- 
born traits  in  each  person.   But  thoae  traits  are  overcome  only  through  knowing 
God.   John  says  that  thexChristian,  the  person  truly  born  of  God,  begino  to  lo1»e 
because  he  knows  God.  That's  one  side  of  the  coin. 

But  conversely  John  says,  "He  that  loveth  not  knoweth  not  God;  for  God  is  love." 

verse  8. 

As  this  statement  stands  in  John's  letter  it  is  simply  not  true  because  co  say 
"God  is  love,"  is  to  make  God  an  abstraction,  for  love  is  an  abstraction  and 
.on-personal.  The  word  for  love  in  the  Greek  is  without  the  article  and  so 
what  it  is  actually  saying  is  that  God  has  the  essence,  the  nature,  the  charac- 
ter of  "Love."   It  would  read,  "God  in  His  nature  is  love,"  for  God's  nature  is 
to  be  loving. 


So  John  is  saying  that  the  person  who  is  supposedly  a  believer  and  doesn't  show 

l^ve,  really  doesn't  know  God,  because  it  is  the  nature,  the  essence  of  Go^i  to 

s^uw  forth  love.  So  there  i«  the  contrast  between  God  and  man.  The  nature  of 

man  is  notto  automatically  love  other  people;  but  when  that  person  truly  is 

a  child  of  God,  that  person  begin»  to  know  God's  nature  which  is  to  love  and  Ska 

that  child  begins  to  show  forth  God's  nature  in  his  life. 

Having  thus  described  this  comparison  between  the  natural  man,  and  the  newly 

born  man  John  speaks  of  God's  demonatration  of  this  love  in  a  complete  form. 

He  writes:  "In  this  was  manifested  the  love  of  God  toward  us,  because  that  God 
sent  His  only  Begotten  Son  into  the  world,  that  we  might  live  through  Him." 
"Herein  is  love,  not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that  He  loved  us,  and  sent  ..His  sion 
to  be  the  propitiation  for  our  sins."  Verses  9  and  10. 

John  says  literally,  "In  our  case,  in  our  situation  God  gave  evidence  of  His 
love  for  His  creation."   In  other  words,  God  acted  in  history  to  show  His  love. 
But  Just  what  was  it  He  did?  The  key  word  in  these  two  verses  is  the  word, 
"Sent." 

Back  in  history  about  2800  years  ago  in  the  northern  part  of  Palestine  two  of 
the  northern  tribes  which  were  the  closest  to  Ninevah  were  invaded  and  trampled 
by  the  armies  of  Assyria.  They  were  suffering  terribly  because  of  this  both 
in  their  everyday  lives  and  spiritually.  Several  kings  of  Assyria  had  brutally 
„/errun  Israel  destroying,  killing,  and  looting.   In  the  midst  of  this  ruin  and 
destruction  stood  a  man  of  God,  a  prophet  named  Isaiah.  This  man  saw  the  dark- 
ness and  despair  in  which  his  people  were  living.   But  inspired  by  God  he  spoke 
to  them  of  a  time  to  come  in  the  future  which  would  bring  light  out  of  that 
darkness.  And  so  it  is  that  we  read  in  his  book,  the  9th  chapter  the  second 

verse,  "The  people  that  walked  in  darkness  have  seen  a  great  light;  they 
that  dwell  in  the  land  of  the  shadow  of  death,  upon  them  hath  the 
light  shined." 

Isaiah  is  speaking  of  that  which  God  will  send  forth  and  he  also  prophecies, 

"Thou  toast  mutliplied  the  nations?  and  not  increased  the  joy:  they 
joy  before  thee  according  to  the  joy  in  harvest,  and  as  men  rejoice 
when  they  divide  the  spoil,  ^or  thou  hast  broken  the  yoke  of  his 
burden,  and  the  staff  of  his  shoulder,  the  rod  of  his  pppressor,  as 
in  the  day  of  Midian.  -""or  every  battle  ±xx  of  the  «arrior  is  with 
confused  noise,  and  garments  rolled  in  blood;  but  this  shall  be  with 
burning  and  fuel  of  fire." 

Isaiah  forsees  the  time  when  the  enemy  has  gone,  when  captains  and  kings  have 

departed.   In  the  past  is  slavery,  the  instruments  of  war  are  gone,  the  swords 

are  broken  and  have  been  burned  as  in  a  fire  and  the  victory  is  won  like  Gideon 

on  at  Midian  and  the  people  can  rejoice.   What  will  happen  to  bring  their  gloon 

into  joy?  Isaiah  writes  in  the  6th  and  7th  verses: 
"For  unto  us  a  xsBxzsxgxxHH  child  is  born,  unto  us  a  son  is  given:  and  the 
government  shall  be  upon  His  shoulder:  and  His  name  shall  be  called,  wonder- 
ful, counselor,  The  mighty  God,  The  everlasting  Father,  The  Prince  of  Peace. 


Of  the  increase  of  His  igvernemflt  and  peace  there  shall  be  no  endm  upon  the 
throne  of  David,  and  upon  Hit*  kingdom,  to  order  it,  and  to  establish#it 
with  judgement  and  with  justice  from  hencegorth  even  for  ever.  The  zeal 
of  the  Lord  of  hosts  will  perform  this." 

Isaiah  is  pointing  out  that  the  very  region  where  the  Assyrian  armies  brought 

death  and  destruction  would  be  the  first  to  rejoice  in  the  Isrixla.  birth,  and 

ministry  of  Jesus  Christ.   Jesus  Christ  would  walk  among  the  people,  minister 

to  their  needs  and  show  them  the  love  of  God  in  a  wonderful  way;  He  would  be  a 

Counselor  to  them;  He  would  be  God  in  the  flesh;  He  would  show  them  eternity 

restored  with  God;  and  one  final  day  He  would  fexxnx,  reign  as  the  Prince  of  Peace 

Isaiah  spoke  of  this;  prophecied  about  it,  but  fiidn't  get  to  see  any  of  it 

come  to  pass.  But  succeeding  generations  of  his  people  did  get  to  see  it,  but 

unfortunately  for  most  of  them  they  didn't  know  what  it  was  they  were  seeing, 

and  they  didn't  believe  that  Jesus  was  their  Messiah.  But  that  doesn't  alter 

the  fact  that  this  is  exactly  what  John  was  writing  about.   He  is  xxxxHgxKkxfc 

tMmkXftKmm   telling  how  God  fulfilled  that  promise  and  "Sent  His  only  begotten 

Son  into  the  world  that  we  might  live  through  Him."  And,  "Herein  is  love, 

not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that  He  loved  us,  and  sent  His  Son  to  be  the 
propitiation  for  our  sins."   verses  9b-10. 

The  word  "propitiation"  as  we  pointed  out  in  a  previous  Scripture  hbskxx  is 

from  the  Greek  word"Hilasmos"  which  means,  "satisfaction."  Jesus  was  ktoa  and 

j   the  "satisfaction"  before  God,  for  our  sins.  He  satisfied  the  demands  of 

The  Righteous  God  that  sin  be  paid  for  thus  making  it  possible  for  man  to  be 

redeemed,  or  saved  from  the  penalty  of  sin  which  is  dgssH  spiritual  death  and 

separation  from  God.  This  was  God's  purpose  in  "sending"  Jesus  Christ  into  the 

World. 

(Illustration  of  billboard  in  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana). 

Robert  Wkite  of  Advance,  Missouri  tells  of  a  billboard  he  and  his  wife 
saw  along  Interstate  10  near  Baton  Rouge,  Lousiana.   It  stands  high  above 
the  city  as  you  approach  it.  It  kx  is  a  picture  of  Jesus  gSxxs&xferaxxgx 
Christ  hanging  on  the  cross  of  Calvary  and  His  head  is  bowed.  Underneath 
the  picture  is  the  caption  in  bold  letters,  "IT'S  YOUR  MOVE." 

How  do  we  respond  to  this?  God  sent  His  Son,  if  we  have  responded  to  what  God 

has  offered  through  Him,  salvation,  then  what  is  our  next  move?  John  gives  the 

answer  in  the  11th  and  12th  verses  of  this  Scripture: 

"Beloved,  if  God  so  loved  us,  we  ought  also  to  love  one  another. 
No  man  hath  seen  God  at  any  time.   If  we  love  one  another,  God 
dwelleth  in  us,  and  His  love  is  perfected  in  us." 

Our  response  to  God  should  be  that  as  we  have  been  shown  love  through  Jesus 

Christ,  wb  should  love  others  in  return.   We  are  not  being  asked  to  do  something 

rhich  is  easy,  because  it  isn't.   It  is  extremely  difficult  to  love  one  another 

and  sometimes  the  closer  we  are  to  someone  the  harder  it  is  to  xbxk  return 

their  love.  But  we  become*  so  busy  living  our  individual  lives  that  we  don't 

take  the  proper  time  to  love  or  to  express  it. 


-Ur- 

(Illustration  of  salesman  calling  tfife  and  her  reply  when  he  hung  up) 

A  salesman  called  his  wife  from  a  pay  phone  from  a  distant  city.  He 
talked  to  her  for  a  while  getting  the  news  about  the  family  and  the 
household  while  he  was  away,  then  he  said  good-bye  and  replaced  the 
receiver.  He  started  to  step  out  of  the  phone  booth  when  the  phone 
rang.  He  answered  it  expecting  the  operator  to  inform  him  to  drag  of 
extra  charges.   Instead,  the  operator  said,  "I  thought  you'd  like  to 
know.   Just  after  you  hung  up,  your  wife  said,  'I  love  you.'" 

And  isn't  this  like  us?  We  hear  what  God  has  done,  we  talk  to  Him,  we  know 

what  He  wants  from  us,  but  we  turn  away  from  Him  and  we  miss  Him  saying  in  the 

midst  of  any  situation  we  may  find  ourselves,  "I  Love  you." 

John  reminds  us: 

"In  this  was  manifested  the  love  of  God  toward  us,  because  that  God  sent 
His  only  Begotten  Son  in^o  the  world,  that  we  might  live  through  Him. 
Herein  is  love,  not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that  He  loved  us,  and  sent 
His  Son  to  be  the  propitiation  for  our  sins,"   Verses  9  &  10. 

Now  God  says,  "It's  your  move."  And  how  do  we  respond?  John  xsyx  tells  us: 

"Beloved,  if  God  so  loved  us,  we  ought  also  to  love  one  another."   Verse  11. 

God  has  said,  and  continues  to  say,  "I  love  you."  Can  we  in  turn  by  word  and 

deed  share  that  same  message  with  others  and  love  one  another? 


^ 
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ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude   '"At  the  Coming  of  Christmas'  with  Variations" 

Balbagtre 
Announcements 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Joys 


■^Prayer  Requests 
'V^Li, 


r  Lighting  of  Advent  Wreath 
•Processional  Hymn  No.  168  "Come,  Thou  Long-Expected  Jesus" 
•Ascription 
•Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "Almighty  and  Eternal  God,  who 
didst  create  light  and  life,  even  as  we  come  to  you  we 
must  hide  ourselves  from  thee  in  shame.  Our  thoughts, 
words,  and  deeds  are  dark  shadows  upon  us.   Like  the 
men  of  old,  we  have  strayed  from  thy  ways,  losing  sight 
of  thy  light.  Thou  who  came  as  light  into  our  dark  world, 
we  have  failed  in  times  past  to  perceive  thee.  We  ask 
therefore,  that  we  may  come  to  your  li£ht  in  true  faith 
and  repentence,  through  Jesus  the  Light.  Amen." 
•Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon 
•Praise 

•Pastor;   Blessed  be  the  Lord  God! 
•People;   And  blessed  be  His  Glorious  Name  forever 
•Gloria  Patri 
Hymn  No.  177   "Good  Christian  men,  rejoice" 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you 
People;   And  with  thy  spirit 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray 
Prayer 
Offering 


Offertory     "Cleanse  Me"    Kathy  Curry,  Molly  Cochran, 

Rol  Thompson 
•Doxology  Wo.  382 
Anthem:     "Only  a  Baby  Came"  Sleeth 

Scripture         1  John  4:13-16 

Sermon      "Joint-Participation:   The  Bond  With  God," 
•Closing  Hymn  No.  199    "Redeeming  Love" 
Benediction 

Postlude:     "Good  King  Wen..  ;slas"  Fedak 

+t++++++4  «Congregation  Standing  +++++++ 
The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mr.  John  Snow  in  loving  memory  of  "Wife"  Sara. 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  Dan  Bosko,  Dave  McMlllin, 
Mrs.  Ann  Williams  will  greet  the  Congregation  at  the 
^Hospitalized:  Mrs.  Ann  Weitzel,  Vivian  Marbur^er  *•<"*. 
5»0ur  deepest  Sympathy  to  Family  and  Friends  of  Phil  Crouse 
Dan  Bosko,  Carl  Vinroe,  and  Bill  Pflugh  will  be 

visiting  the  Hospital  this  week,  plus  visiting  a  shut- 
in  and  one  non-attending  person. 
Our  Congratulations  on  the  Birth  of  a  daughter  to 

Mr.  &   Mrs.  Bob  Dellen,  Jr.   Nancy  is  out  of  Hospital. 
Flowers  are  needed  the  next  couple  of  weirks  fill  in 

Chart  in  back  of  Church  (in  Narthex) .  ' 

Monday  -  Women's  Mary  Prugh  Circle  Christmas  Dinner       *\ 

in  Rehoboth  Hall. 
Tues  and  ThurB.  -  Hall  is  rented 
Wed,  -  Council  Meeting  at  7:00  P.M.  New  members  also 

Invited. 
Thurs.  -  7:00  P.M.  Chancel  Choir  (Dec.  8 
Man  -  7:30  -  Activities  Committee  meeting  at  Church 
^3»New  Directories  have  arrived.   those  that  participated 

can  pick  them  up  afte,r  the  Service  today  in  back  of 
+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  ehureh*  . 

(tear  off  and  placed  in  Offering  plate  ' 
How  Many    Polnsetta's (at  $5.25  each) 


Donor 


Will  take  it  with  you 


IN  MEMORY  OF 


Will  leave  for  a  shut-in 


Poinsetta's  will  be  on  AltAr  2dth 

and  25th 


icripture:  1  John  4- :  15-1 6 

jn  eal-"postl  of /luv; as  read  thru  letr  Bliev  can  redl; 
1   e   me  this  luv  J  alway  talk/writ  bout=luv=G'  s  luv 
hatt  pt  out  -G  is  luv=not  gramately  corect  Bcuz  luv 
is  abstractin  &  G  no  abstractin 
J  f  >G  esenc, natur.charactr  of  luv;this  sectin  J 
;any  thez  thots  1  step  furthr 

rs   13- J  wil  clos  this  sec  tin  w/simlar  word, but  meanini 
wilB  sumwat  diff 
This  vb  J  spk  asur  Xpian  has  mutul  duel  2gethr 
Gr-DWELL-HENO ,mean-2abid , remain, stay 
sothr  exanra  reciprocity  wh/J  striv  sho  unique  relat- 
ship Blievr  has  w/God 

persn  plac  Blief  Js  Xp  as  Sav  5.  wen  duz,H  Sp  cum  in^ 
hart/lif  persn  &  abides, remains, stayB, dwells  tber  &. 
this  provid-Jt-Participatin  wh/Blievr  has  w/God 
This  esctin  scrip  J  deal  1nce  agin  w/Trinty,the  F, 
The  Son,  The  Holy  spirit 
30  brief:he  say=We  kno,(or  hav  icnowledg  of)we  abid, 
tie   reamin,we  stay  in  G,&  G  remains, abids, or  stays  in 
js,Bcua  G  has  givn  us  His  H  Sp  2direc,lead,guid  us  & 
let  us  shar  things  of  G  4  our  livs  as  Blievrs 
This  uniq  relatship  dif  underst  perhaps  but  1  which 
shuc  bring  joy  2  hart  of  Blievr 
Clllus  SS  clas  &  identfy  pieturssirfat  G  Join  let  not) 
This  esenc  wat  J  say;only  cud  ad  relatship  tween  G  & 
Blievr  is  1  wh/no1  can  pul  apart«no  human  can  do 
iTas  14  &  15-Not  only  duz  -°lievr  hav  specil  relatship 
w/H  Sp,but  specil  relatship  w/Js  Xp 
w/statment  J  cum  2pt  has  sot  2bring  out  sine  'latchap 
Read  cahp  1  verses  1-4 
t   a  opn  statmen  spk  own  persnl  ey-witnes  acct  of 
Js  Xp«J  had  seen, talk, shar  minstry;had  privleg  d 
ever thin  Js  sed,dun,gon  thru 
This  4th  chap  thez  vss  say  ince  agin  he  bin  privil 
2C,2observ  ertaly  ministry  Js  Xp 
But  now  say  sine  thez  ^lievrs  had  specil  relatship 
w/G  &  war  privil  as  wel  'dZ,dW   w/mind  ey  &  w/harts 
at  Js  Xp 
wer  abl  2Bhold  Him,&  kno  Him  i£B  S  of  G,<ind  Trinty 
And  1nce  agin  Bcuz  thi»  relatship, this  Jt-Participati 
G  dwel  in  them  &  they  in  God 
But  this  wasnt  Jus  4thos  peop,but  4us  as  wel 
Also  J  pt  out  Je  cam  flesh,2reinforc  dootrin  Deity 
of  Js  Xp 

now  J  say  all  this,clos  sectin  Scrip  wit  words 
16th  va=And  we  hav  known  &  Blieved  the  luv  that  God 
bath  for  us. 


Here  J  comoxn  wora*iuiowii/o±.i.wvHu  *-r 

This  plac  knowledg,or  understand  alongside  faith  & 
this  tara  wat  basic  Kpianty  is  made  of 
I   pot  only  kno  bout  coming  Js  Xp,but  it  underst 
pUi-pos  was  of  His  cuming  &.   then  act  upon  it  ,accpt 
as  Lord  &  Saviour 
"it  "Ince  agin  ftanyi  ganlgaJ  idunderst  J  add=G  is  lui 
be  that  rtweleth  in  luv  dweleth  in  G  &  G  in  him. 
G's  pnrpos  al  this  simply  bring  evr  persn  2Self 
G  no  wil  anyl  shud  perish, but  worl  thru  Him,Js  Xp, 
G  in  flesh  wud  B  saved 
This  esenc  of  G,His  natur,His  charactr.His  luv 
Wat  was  that  luv? 

(Illus  sculptor  &  marble-Luv  wrot  this) 
We  can  say  this  exact  wat  G  did  in  Js  Xp, 
was  Hid  luv  wrot  incarnatin=G  in  flesh ,but  wat  that 
luv  all  about? 
(Illus  old  timr,gr  canyon  &  sumtfain  musta  hapn  here) 
Sumthin  did  hapn  here, ther  no  doubt  bout  it 

but  suntbin  alao  hapn  histry  2M  yrs  ago 
Wat  was  it?  Do  U  kno?  Can  O  C  it  &   Bliev  it? 
(Illus  boy  ft  eircusparade) 
This  lad  typical  so  many  at  Xmastirae 
All  they  C  of  Xmas  B  trees, lites , toys .decoratins, 
Xmas  carols, 
They  no  realy  C  Xams  wh/Xp  child  B  born  humbl  stabl 
2B  s*v  of  worl 
All  they  C  is  parad  &  they  mis  real  mean  of  Xmas 
Wat  do  U  6? 
Wat  wil  wa  B  abl  2  actuly  say  we  saw  wen  this  Xmas 
is  histry? 
Can  we  say,  "I  hav  seen  Xp?" 
Cf   we  say  lik  J*We  hav  seen  &  do  testify  that  the 
r^her  sent  the  Son  2B  the  Savior  of  the  world 
&  we  hav  known  &  Blieved  the  luv  that  G  hath  ^us 
G  is  luv  &  we  that  dwel  in  luv,  dwel  in  G,&  g  in  us 


"Joint-Participation:  The  Bond  With  God" 

Scripture:  1  John  4:1^-16 

ihn  was  called  "the  Apostle  of  Love."  As  we  read  through  this  letter  I  be- 
lieve we  can  readily  see  the  evidence  of  kkx  the  truth  of  this  nickname. 
Last  week  we  looked  at  the  evidence  of  this  love  that  John  is  always  talking 
and  writing  about.  That  love  as  John  saw  it  was  that  God  is  love.   We  had 
pointed  out  that  to  say"God  is  love"  is  not  actually  grammatically  correct 
since  the  word  "love"  is  an  abstraction  and  God  is  not  an  abstraction.  But 
what  John  was  actually  saying  was  that  God  is  the  nature,  the  essence,  the 
character  of  Love.  So  in  this  section  of  Scripture  John  carries  fckxx  these 
thoughts  of  love  one  step  further. 

John  begins  by  stating  in  verse  1;>,  "Hereby  know  we  that  we  dwell  in  Him,  and 
He  in  us,  because  He  hath  given  us  of  His  Spirit." 

John  will  close  this  portion  of  Scripture  with  similar  words ,  but  the  meaning 
at  that  point  will  be  somewhat  different.   In  thi»  verse  John  is  speaking  of 
the  assurance  the  Christian  has  of  xfeHxanaiHsx  a  mutual  dwelling  together. 
The  Greek  word  for  dwell  is  "M'ENO"  and  it  means  "to  abide,  to  remain,  to  stay.' 
It  is  another  example  of  reciprocity  which  John  is  striving  to  show  is  the 
unique  relationship  a  believer  has  with  God.  The  person  places  his  belief  in 
*esus  Christ  as  Savior  and  when  he  does  this  the  Holy  Spirit  comes  into  his 
heart  and  life  and  "abides  there,  remains  there,  stays  there  and  this  provides 
the  "Joint-Participation"  which  the  believer  has  with  xkKxxxxsxxzxx&  God. 
In  this  section  of  Scripture  John  is  dealing  once  again  with  the  Trinity,  the 
Father,  Sod,  the  Son,  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  Holy  Spirit.  So  in  brief,  in  this 
verse  he  says  that  "We  know,"  or  we  have  knowledge  about  this,  "That  we  abide, 
we  remain,  we  stay  in  God,  and  God  remains,  abides,  or  stays  in  us,  because 
God  has  given  us  His  ^oly  Spirit  to  direct  and  lead  and  guide  us  and  to  let  us 
share  the  things  of  God  for  our  lives  as  believers. 'J   This  is  a  unique  re- 
MBWXita&jixssssxaHxfcHXKfcakH  lationship,  difficult  to  understand  perhaps,  but  one 
which  should  bring  ^oy  to  the  heart  of  the  believer. 

(Illustration  od  bunday  School  class  and  identifying  pictures  with  Bible 

verses:  A  Sunday  School  teacher  was  showing  pictures  to  her  class  and  she 

asked  them  to  identify  the  picture  with  an  appropraite  Bible  verse.  She 

showed  them  a  pictuee  of  two  children  with  their  arms  around  one  another. 

A  little  girl  answered,  "I  know,  it  is  "liove  one  another." 

She  showed  another  picture  and  it  depicted  a  little  girl  listening  to  her 

mother.  Another  child  answered,  "Obey  your  parents." 

Then  she  showed  a  picture  of  two  boys  pulling  xaixisppaxitHxdtixRxfciHKX  on  a 

cat.  One  had  the  front  paws  and  head,  the  other  had  the  back  paws  and  the 

tail  and  they  were  both  pulling  in  opposite  directions.  No  one  could  think 

of  a  verse  for  some  time  and  then  one  bxxx&kbi  little  boy  raised  his  hand 

and  answered,  "What  God  hath  joined  together  let  not  man  pull  apart." 

This  in  essence  was  what  John  was  saying.  Only  we  should  add  that  the  relat- 
ionship between  God  and  a  believer  is  one  which  no  one  can  pull  apart.  At 
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least  no  human  can, 

N*w  that  John  has  once  again  reinforced  the  relationship  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in 

14  &  15 
tue  life  of  the  heliever  he  states  in  verses**,  "And  we  have  seen  and  do  testify 

that  the  father  sent  the  Son  to  be  the  Savior  of  the  world."  whosoever  shall 

confess  that  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God,  God  dwelleth  in  him,  and  he  in  God." 
Not  only  do»s  the  believer  have  a  special  relationship  in  the  Holy  Spirit,  he 
also  has  a  special  relationship  to  Jesus  Christ.  With  this  statement  John  has 
come  to  the  point  he  has  been  seeking  to  reach  from  the  very  beginning  of  this 
letter.   If  we  look  back  to  the  first  chapter  we  read  in  the  first  4-  verses, 
(read  these). 

In  this  opening  statement  he  speaks  of  his  own  personal  eye-witness  account  of 
Jesus  Christ.   John  had  seen  dim,  he  had  talked  with  Him,  he  had  shared  His 
ministry,  he  had  been  privileged  to  everything  which  Jesus  had  said  and  done  and 
gone  through.  Now  in  this  4-th  chapter  in  these  two  verses^e^s  saying  once 
again  that  he  had  been  privileged  to  *ta  see,  to  observe  the  ministry  of  Jesus 
Christ.   But  now  he  is  saying  that  since  these  believers  had  this  special  re- 
lationship with  God,  they  were  privileged  as  well  to  see,  to  look  with  their 
mind's  eye  and  with  their  hearts  at  Jesus  Christ.  They  were  able  to  behold  Him 
and  know  Him  to  be  the  Son  of  God,  the  Second  part  of  the  Trinity.  And  once 

3ain  because  of  this  relationship,  this  $gsxofciE£xx*x(txF*x*imi  "Joint-Particip- 
ation" God  dwelled  in  them  and  they  in  God.   But  this  wasn't  just  for  those 
k?s  people,  but  for  us  as  well.  And  also  John  is  pointing  out  that  Jesus  came 
in  the  flesh,  to  reinforce  the  basic  doctrine  of  the  Deity  of  Jesus  Christ, 
So  now  that  John  has  said  all  of  this  he  closes  this  section  of  Scripture  with 
the  words  in  the  16th  verse,  "And  we  have  known  and  believed  the  love  that  God 

hath  for  us. 
Here  John  combines  the  words  "known"  and  "believed."  This  is  placing  knowledge 
or  understanding  alongside  of  faith  and  this  is  what  basic  Christianity  is 
made  of.   It  is  not  only  knowing  about  the  coming  of  Jesus  Christ,  but  it  is 
understanding  what  fctar*  the  purpose  was  of  His  coming  and  then  acting  upon  it, 
accepting  tfim  as  Lord  and  Saviour. 
But  once  again  in  order  for  anyone  to  understand  this  John  adds,  "God  is  love; 

and  he  that  dwelleth  in  love  dwelleth  in  God,  and  God  in  him." 

God's  purpose  in  all  of  this  is  simply  to  bring  every  person  to  Himself-   God 

isn't  willing  that  any  one  should  perish  but  that  the  world  through  Him,  througl 

Jesus  Christ,  God  in  the  flesh  would  be  saved.  This  is  the  essence  of  God,  His 

nature,  His  character,  His  LOVE,  ^.nd  what  was  that  love? 

(Illustration  of  ssaifcax  sculptor  with  obscure  piece  of  artwork) 

In  Eurppe  a  crew  of  workemn  were  repairing  a  cathedral.  They  were  working 
against  the  very  high  ceiling  in  the  dim  recesses  of  the  highest  point  of 
that  building  where  no  human  eyes  could  actually  discern  what  was  there. 
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As  they  worked  high  on  tfexxx  their  scaffold  they  uncovered  a  piece  of 
art.  As  they  cleaned  it  off  and  dusted  it  they  soon  discovered  that  the 
deft  and  talented  hand  of  an  artist  had  chiseled  and  carved  out  of  a 
piece  of  marble  the  head  of  a  young  woman,  perfect  in  every  detail. 
They  tried  to  find  out  who  did  it,  how  long  it  had  been  there,  and  so 
forth  but  couldn't  find  any  of  the  kxisis  history  of  it.  All  they  were 
able  to  learn  was  what  the  artist  himaelf  had  carved  underneath.  HiB 
message  was  simply  -  "Love  wrought  this." 

We  can  say  that  is  exactly  what  God  did  in  Jesus  Christ.   It  was  His  love  that 

wrought  the  incarnation  -  God  in  the  flesh.   But  what  was  that  love  all  about? 

(Illustration  of  old  timer  and  view  of  Grand  Canyon) 

Borne  years  ago  an  old  pianeer  travled  west.  He  came  to  the  grand  canyon 
and  looked  at  that  vast  scene  stretching  before  him.  Looking  at  that  vast 
kxxkx  canyon  one  mile  down,  eighteen  miles  across  and  more  than  a  hundred 
xx  miles  long,  he  mx  is  said  to  have  wagged  hia  head  from  side  to  side  and 
muttered  out  loud,  "Sumthin  musta  happened  here  I" 

Something  did  happen  there,  there's  no  doubt  about  it.  But  something  also 

happened  in  history  around  iiOOO  years  ago.  What  was  it?  .l>o  you  know?  Can  you 

see  it  and  believe  it? 

(Illustration  of  boy  and  circus  parade) 

Back  during  the  depression  a  family  in  the  midwest  was  struggling  like  many 
others  to  make  ende  meet.   They  couldn't  afford  any  luxuries  because  the 
father  only  made  enough  to  keep  bread  on  the  table  and  meet  their  houserent. 
One  day  the  news  came  that  the  circus  was  going  to  come  to  town  and  it  would 
cost  a  dollar  to  get  in.  The  little  boy  came  running  home  from  school  to 
tell  his  mother  and  dad  the  good  news.  His  dad  told  him  that  he  didn't 
have  the  money  to  buy  a  ticket  for  him.   But  he  told  the  boy  that  if  he 
would  go  out  and  do  odd  jobs  and  try  to  raise  fifty  cents,  he  would  try  to 
give  him  the  other  fifty  cents.   Well  the  boy  worked  at  all  sorts  of  odd 
jobs  and  finally  he  had  the  fifty  cents,  because  be  had  never  seen  the 
circus  before  and  he  was  excited  to  go.   A  few  days  before  the  circus  came 
to  town  his  father  gave  him  the  fifty  cents  he  needed  and  the  boy  rushed 
downtown  to  buy  his  ticket.  Excitedly  he  waited  for  the  day  to  arrive  when 
the  circus  came  to  town  an<5  finally  the  day  came.  He  rushed  downtown  to 
see  the  parade  as  it  went  by.  The  animals,  tigers,  elephants,  horses  and 
the  clowns  all  thrilled  him  as  he  watched  them  go  by.  A  clown  came  dancing 
over  to  him  and  the  boy  placed  his  ticket  in  the  clown's  hand.   He  watched 
all  of  the  parade  go  down  the  street  to  the  big  circus  tent.HxxxfcaxaHet 
When  the  parade  was  over  he  rushed  home  to  tell  his  dad  that  he  had  been  to 
the  circus  and  how  much  fun  it  was.   His  dad  was  surprised  that  he  was  back 
so  soon  and  he  asked  him  to  tell  him  all  about  it.   He  told  of  the  animals 
and  the  clowns  and  how  much  fun  it  all  was.  The  father  gathered  his  son 
in  his  arms  and  he  said,  "Son,  you  didn't  see  the  circus,  all  you  saw  was 
the  parade ♦ " 
This  lad  is  typical  of  so  many  at  Christmastime.  All  they  see  of  Christmas 
are  the  trees,  the  lights,  the  toys,  the  decorations,  the  Christmas  carols. 
They  don't  really  see  Christmas  which  is  the  Christ-child  being  born  in  a  hum- 
ble stable  to  be  the  Saviour  of  the  world.  All  they  see  is  the  parade  and  the; 
miss  the  real  meaning  of  Christmas.  What  do  you  see?  What  will  tee  be  able  to 
say  we  actually  saw  when  this  Christmas  is  history?  Can  we  say,  "I  have  seen 
Christ?"  Can  we  say  like  John,  "We  have  seen  and  do  testify  that  the  Father 
sent  the  Son  to  be  the  saviour  of  the  world.  And  we  have  known  and  believed 
the  love  that  God  hath  to  us.   God  is  love;  and  we  that  dwell  in  love,  dwell 
in  God,  and  God  in  us?"  b'P '*4£r      fy  */#■ 
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Chauvat 


We  confess  ourselves 


ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  11:00  A* A. 

Prelude       "Noel    'Or,   dites-naus  Marie'*' 

Announc  amen  t  s 

Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 

Joys 

Prayer  Requests 

rhciral  Introit 

Lighting  of  Advent  Wreath 
•Processional  Hymn  No.  169  "0  Come,  0  Come v   Emmanuel" 
•Ascription 
•Exhortation 
•Confession  (In  Unicom)  "Almighty  God: 

unworthy  of  Thine  unspeaKeble  Gift..  We  have  not  loved  Thee 

as  we  ought;  nor  have  we  always  been  loving  to  one  another. 

We  have  lived  in  selfishness  and  worldly  pride;  and  the 

good  gifts  Thou  has  bestowed  upon  us;  we  have  not  used  to 

relieve  the  burdens  of  others.   Pardon  and  blot  out  our 

offenses;  through  the  incarnate  life  of  Thy  Son  Jesus  Christ. 

Amen . " 
•Kyrie 

•Assurance  of  Pardon 
•Praise 

Blessed  be  the  Lord  God! 

And  blessed  be  His  Glorious  Name  forever 


•Pastor; 

*Feaple: 
•Gloria  Patri 

Hymn  No.  203 
Call  to  Prayer 


'All  My  Heart  Today   Rejoices" 


Pastor 
People 
Pastor 
Prayer 
Offering 


The  Lord  be  with  you 
And  with  thy  spirit 
Let  us  Pray 


and  Church  Officers 
Carter 

Dwelling  In  Love 


Offertory   "Pastoral  Symphony"  from  Messiah  -  Handel 
Doxolony  No,  332 

Installation  of  Elders  and  Deacons 
Anthem:    "Mary  on  a  Mountain" 
Scripture         1  John  4:17-13 
Sermon       "Joint-Participati  or : 
and  God" 
•Closing  Hymn  Mo.  134  "Harklthe  Herald  Angels  Sing" 
Benediction 
Poetlude   "Lullay,  Thou  Little  Tiny  Child'1  Anonymous 

"Christmas  Bell  Carol"   Anonymous  (Ukrai^^) 
+++++++4+  *Congregation  Standing  +++++++ 
The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

The  Women's  Fellowship  to  the  "Glory  of  God" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are  *Mary  Lou  Davis,  Peg 

ttazaruk,  Sandy  Sheppeck,  and  Gloria  Walker, 
Elder  and  Mrs.  Mike  Nazaruk  will  greet  the  Congregation 

and  Visitors  at  the  door  this  morning. 
Mon,  Tues  and  Thurs.  -  Rehoboth  H?ll  is  haing  used. 
Wed,  -  Chancel  Choir  -  7:00  P.M. 

Thurs*  -  Christmas  Luncheon  for  the  Mary  Martha  Circle. 
-v   Helen  Sheppeck  will  serve  as  Hostess^...  //*  MJF 
J^> Hospitalized:   Mrs.  Ann  Weitzel^TfrsT  Elsie  Kornrumpf- 
v   BCMH.    Mrs.  Vivian  Marburger  -  Cleveland  Clinic 
-.  RECREATIONS,  the  singing  group  which  was  here  this 

summer t  will  perform  their  Christmas  concert  on  Tues. 
December  20.   Invite  your  friends  and  family  and  make 
n.    an  effort  to  hear  them,   /T' 

_Z^> We  will  be  carolling  on  Thursday,  December  22«   Anyone 
from  the  congregation  is  invited  to  join  in  the  fun  of 
this  special  event.   Following  the  sinking  we  will 
Tieet  at  the  church  for  refreshments  and  fellowship. 
Come  and  Join  the  fun,  it  will  make  your  Christmas 
brighter,  ftffi     A 7     CJH>**j     £ '-  XT 

POIWSETTA'S  WILL  HAVE  TO  BE  ORDERED  SOON  -  PLEASE  GET 
YOUR  INFORMATION  INTO  TO  BEA  WOW.   Price  is  $5.25 
Write  it  on  a  slip  and  put  it  in  the  offering  plate 
with  details. 
I  would  like  to  thank  everyone  for  their  cards,  and 
prayers  for  Phil.   It  shure  meant  a  lot  to  ue. 

—Mrs.  Philip  Grouse 
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Scripture:  1  John  4:17-n8 

J  ha3  spokn  of  Brothrly  Luv,&  Th  Bond  W/God,wb=is  luv 
&   -  ^tf  adras  3elf  2wat  th/luv  shud  mean  hart/lif  Bliev 
va  -7a=2underst  wat  J  talk  bout  need  mean=Perf/Boldne 
PEHEECT=Gr-TET.EIGS*t  hat  wh/coaplet  ,brot  2  f  ulnss 
BO   iESS-Gr»FAkRHESIA=fearlesnea,franknes,opnes,confi 
So  J  aay«Our  luv  complet,brot  tif nines  St  we  hav  fear- 
lesnes,a  confidenc  in  the  day  of  Judgement 
J  striv  empbasiz  th/Blievr  duz  no  need  ^stan  B<V  G  at 
judgment  seat  w/fear 

As  gro  luv, luv  G  want  4ua,&  want  u=>  ^hav,His  luv, we 
hav  confidenc  Bcuz  this  luv  wh/G  has  givn 
Now  why  wud  we  hav  this  confidenc?  This  boldness? 
vs  17b=J  giv  2Blievr  the  things  of  J  a  Xp  in  his  life 
As  He  is»Js,so  H  we  in  this  world 
Ja  cam  &  liv  lif  we  H  liv  &  sho  how  cudB  dun 
We  cannot  emulat  His  completly  sinles  lif, but  can 
striv  21iv  as  He  did  &  4this  G  wil  giv  us  His  compl 
luv,&  the  confidenc  2kno  we  Blong  <iHim  &  He  k!us 
We  dwel  Him  this  lif, He  in  us, but  also  in  eternty 
This  aurathin  2B  graap  by  Blievr  &  2reat  secur  in 
It  JOT  2cling  2, to  hang  on2  wen  lif  seem  2hav  sur- 
round us  &  ther  no  wher  ^turn 
Can  alway  fal  bak  on  that  specil  luv  G  givn  2worl 
wh/ours  4ever  Scottish 
Geo  Metheson  blind  preachr  wrot  hymn  weding  of  sistr 

Sad  t-stanaa  writ  les  5min,dictat  by  iner  voice, 
wrot-0  LUV  THAT  WILT  HOT  LET  ME  GO, I  REST  MY  WEARY 
SOUL  IN  THEE 
This  mesag  J  geek  2convey  &  this  mesag  need  dhsv 
*n   our  live  &  that  ia-Luv  of  G  ours  &  wil  nevr  let 
a  go  Or  depart  fr/us  4this  lif  &  4all  eternty 
vs  18-Ther  that  word  Perfect  agin; Wat  J  say  here? 

Pehhaps  need  analyze  Perfect  mor  closly 
May  recal  bak  Serm  Mt,chap  5  Mt  Js  spok"perfect" 
vs  4-3*R£AD-Here  standard  G  set  B4  thoz  who  wil  B  His 
1nee  agin  need  ad  th/word  no  imply  we  wil  B  sinles 
this  lif 
Wat  Ja  say=G  demands  of  a  Blievr  a  lif  that  complet 
a  lif  brot  2ita  fulnea , 
Anythin  les  is  Bneath  G's  standard  4ua 
Spiritul  perfectin  duznt  cum  automBtiely,musB  work 
at,sot  aftr,strugl  with  &  this  goal  work/striv  4 
But  ther  mor  2it  than  this  &  J  pt  out=Perfeet  Luv 
casteth  out  fear. 
'  w  duz  perf  luv  cum  from?  Wat  this  perf  luv  J 

talk  bout? 


£UllUeLbL      IllUb      ±U     VJ      3      l'Hf  IHLill      JR11       ill      HUl'U  tl  / 

Heb  tdig-IOsREAD-authr  pt  out  purp  G  decred  4  Ja  Xp 
Says«Js  cam  erth  as  man, this  mak  litl  lowr  th/angls 
Bcuz  they  hvnly  Beings  &  hav  no  erthly  existenc 
rp  His  cum  2erth  was  eisufr  deth. 
Autnr  say=FOH  IT  BCAM  HIM,&  the  HIM  is  G;IT  BCAM  OP 
G  VO   CHEAT  EVERTHIN,  IN  TH  PROCES  OF  MAKING  IT  P03IB 
4H,  :  PEOP  2BCUM  HIS  CHILDRN , 2MAK  THE  CAPTAIN  OF  THEi: 
3ALVATIN,JS,PERF  THRU  STIFPHINGS 
He  duznt  mean  that  Ja  was  no  p*#rf;  jus  mean  His  erthl; 
lif,salvatin  had  2B  perfectd,made  complet , fulfilled 
thru  His  deth  &  suffring 
So  wat  authr  Heb, J  say  is  one  and  same 
Ja  perf  luv,K:  this  luv  cast  out  fear 
Wat  is  it  that  feared?  It  is  deth 
Any1  who  no  kno  Js  Xp  as  L  &  Saviour  has  naturl 
fear  of  deth;deth  unkno,no  under8tud,&  ther*  caus 
fear 
Lk  wat  J  add-BCUZ  PEAR  HATH  TORMENT 
that  wh/no  understuf ,especil  that  wh/canot  C,or  cou- 
plet eipl  caus  fear 
So  J  say  wen  persn  has  perf  luv,wh/salvatin  thru  Js 
Xp,that  persn  has  fears  remov 
May  no  lik  spk  deth/dying,but  Scrip  say=IT  Id  AP- 
POINTED UNTO  MAN  ONCE  TO  DIE 
No  escap  it, but  can  hav  reasuranc  that  as  Blievr, wen 
we  dy  we  go  in2  presenc  of  L  Js  Xp 
THERE  is  perf  luv  J  striv  ^explain 
This  asuranc  of  eternty  w/L  remov  fears  of  deth  & 
the  grt  Byond  fr/hart  of  Blievr, Bcuz  as  J  say= 
PERFECT  SLUV  CASTETH  OUT  PEAR. 
We  can  &  shud  rejoic  in  fact  G  so  luv  world, that  He 
gp-  His  only  Bgoten  Son, that  whosoevr  Blieveth  in  Him 
si.  j  not  perish  But  hav  everlasting  life 
This  shudB  our  joy  in  all  of  lif,&  especily  this  timi 
of  yr 

Cllius  C  B  DeMille, crucifixion  scene=K  of  Kings) 
Js  Xp  came  in2  the  world  born  as  a  King,  but  not  re- 
cogniz  as  such 
Liv  as  King,peop  no  acept  ruSce  in  livs;  dy  &  proclaii 
then  as  King, but  ros  fr/grav  &  went  2B  w/Fathr  & 
ther  2reign  as  King  of  Kings  &  Lord  Of  Lords,  1-  all 
■ternity, 
Js  Xp  ±x   was  &  is  2B  the  King  of  heartajall  hearts. 
•Phis  wat  J  say=vs  17,  &.   add=AND  IN  THE  WORLD  TO  COME 


"Joint-Participation:  Dwelling  In  Love  And  God" 
Scripture:  1  John  4:17-18 

John  has  spoken  of  "Brotherly  Love,i£  and  the  "Bond  With  God,"  which  is  love, 

and  now  he  addresses  himself  to  what  that  love  should  mean  in  the  heart  and 

life  of  the  believer. 

He  begins  by  stating  in  the  17th  verse,  "Herein  is  our  love  made  perfect,  th^t 
we  may  have  boldness  in  the  day  of  judgement." 

To  understand  what  John  is  talking  about  we  need  to  find  the  meaning  of  the 
words  "perfect"  and  "boldness."  The  word  "perfetc"  in  Greek  is  TELEIOS  and  it 
means,  "that  which  is  complete,  brought  to  its  fulness."  The  word  "boldness" 
in  Greek  is  PARRHESIA  and  it  means,  "a  fearlessness,  frankness,  openness, 
a  confidence."  3o  John  is  actually  saying,  "Our  love  is  complete,  brought  to 
its  fulness  and  we  have  a  fearlessness,  a  confidence  in  the  day  of  judgement," 
John  is  striving  to  emphasize  that  a  believer  does  not  need  to  stand  before 
God  at  His  judgement  seat  with  fear.  As  we  grow  in  love,  the  love  that  God 
has  for  us  and  wants  us  to  have,  His  love,  we  have  KXKKxiKra  confidence  be- 
cause of  this  love  which  God  has  given.  Now  why  would  we  have  this  confidence 

this  boldness?  John  continues  in  this  verse  by  stating,  "Because  as  He  is, 
so  are  we  in  this  world," 

John  gives  to  the  believer  the  things  of  Jesus  Christ  in  his  life,  Aa"He  is," 

as  Jesus  is,  "so  are  we  in  this  world,"  Jesus  came  and  lived  the  life  we  are 

living  and  He  showed  us  how  it  can  be  done.   We  cannot  emulate  His  completely 

sinless  life.  But  we  can  strive  to  live  as  He  did  and  for  this  God  will  give 

us  His  complete  love  and  the  kaiatmrsKxxoxriiHW  confidence  to  know  we  belong  to 

Him  and  jrexctwRXXxxuxaim  He  to  us.  We  dwell  in  Him  and  He  in  us  in  this  life 

and  in  eternity.  This  is  something  to  be  grasped  by  the  believer  and  to  rest 

secure  in  it.   It  is  a  joy  to  cling  to,  to  hang  on  to  when  life  seems  to  have 

us  surrounded  and  there  is  no  where  to  turn.  We  can  always  fall  back  on  that 

special  love  which  God  has  given  to  the  world,  which  is  ours  forever. 

George  Matheson  the  blind  Scottish  preacher  on  the  day  of  his  sister's  wedding 

was  inspired  to  write  the  words,  "0  love  that  wilt  not  let  me  go,  I  rest  my 

weary  soul  in  thee."  He  was  for  some  reason  feeling  a  deep  sadness  and  this 

is  how  God  answered  his  need.  He  said  that  this  four  stanza  poem  was  written 

in  less  than  five  minutes  and  was  dictated  to  him  by  an  inner  voice.  This  is 

the  message  which  John  was  seeking  to  convey  and  the  message  we  need  to  have 

in  our  lives.  That  love  of  God  is  ours  and  will  never  let  us  go  or  depart 

from  us  for  this  life  and  for  all  eternity. 

So  now  that  John  has  shared  those  thoughts  mi  now  he  says  in  the  18th  verse: 

"There  is  no  fear  in  love;  but  perfect  love  casteth  out  fear:  because  fear 
hath  torment.  He  that  feareth  is  not  made  perfect  in  love." 


-2- 

Now  there's  that  word  "perfect"  again.  What  is  John  actually  saying  here? 
Perhaps  to  understand  it  more  fully  we  need  to  analyze  the  word  perfect. 
You  may  recall  that  back  in  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  in  the  5th  chapter  of 
Matthew  that  Jesus  spoke  sx  using  the  word  "perfect."   In  the  48th  verse  of 
Matthew  5  we  read,  "Be  ye  therefore  perfect,  even  as  your  heavenly  Fathere 
which  is  in  heaven  is  perfect."  There  ia  the  standard  God  sets  before  those 
who  will  be  His.  Now  once  again  we  need  to  add  that  this  word  does  not  imply 
that  we  will  be  sinless  in  this  life.  What  Jesus  is  saying  is  that  God  dem^nc 
of  the  believer  a  life  that  is  "complete,  a  life  that  is  brought  to  its  ful- 
ness. Anything  less  is  beneath  God's  standard  for  us.  This  also  lets  us  see 
that  this  is  the  goal  we  work  toward  and  strive  for.  Spiritual  perfection 
doesn't  come  automatically,  it  must  be  worked  at,  sought  after,  struggled 
with. 

But  there  is  more  to  it  than  this  which  John  is  pointing  out.  ITe  says, 
"Perfect  love  casteth  out  fear." 

Where  does  that  "perfect  love"  come  from?  rfhat  is  this  "perfect  love"  John  i£ 

talking  about?  To  understand  this  we  must  once  again  look  to  God's  revelatioi 

of  Himself  in  the  world.   The  author  of  Hebrews  explains  this  in  the  2nd 

chapter  of  his  book,  the  9th  and  'lOth  verses.   We  read: 

"But  we  see  Jesus,  who  was  made  a  little  lower  than  the  angels  for  the 
suffering  of  death,  crowned  with  glory  and  honor j  that  He  by  the  grace 
og  God  should  taste  death  for  every  man.  *'or  it  became  Mm  for  whom  are 
all  things,  in  bringing  many  sona  unto  glory,  to  make  the  captain  of 
their  salvation  perfect  through  sufferings." 

The  author  of  Hebrews  is  pointing  out  the  purpose  God  decreed  for  Jesus  Chriat 
MHXsmnrxfcsxHxxifcxKKXHxinra  He  says  Jesus  came  to  earth  as  a  man,  this  makes  Hin 
a  little  lower  than  the  angels,  because  they  are  heavenly  beings  and  have  no 
earthly  existence.   His  purpose  for  coming  to  earth  was  to  suffer  death. mot 
He  goes  on  to  say,  "for  it  became  Him,"  and  the  "Him"  is  God.  "It  became  of 
God  who  created  everything,  in  the  process  of  making  it  possible  for  many 
people  to  become  His  children,  to  make  the  captain,  isxms   of  their  salvation, 
Jesus,  perfect  through  sufferings."  He  doesn't  mean  that  Jesus  was  not  per- 
fect. He  just  means  that  in  Hi»  earthly  life,  that  salvation  had  to  be  per- 
fected, made  complete,  fulfilled  tksere  through  nis  suffering  and  death. 
So  what  the  author  of  Hebrews  and  the  John  are  saying  is  one  and  the  same. 
That  perfect  love  spoken  of  is  God's  giving  of  Jesus  Christ.   Jesus  is  the 
"perfect  love"  and  it  is  this  "perfect  love"  which  casts  out  fear.  What  is 
it  that  is  feared?  It  is  death.  Anyone  who  does  not  know  Jesus  Christ  as  fcan 
Lord  and  Saviour  has  a  natural  fear  of  death.  Death  is  unknown,  not  under- 
stood and  therefore  it  causes  fear.  Look  at  what  John  adds,  "Because  fear 
hath  torment." 


-p- 

That  which  is  not  understood,  especially  that  which  cannot  actually  be  seen 
■>r  completely  explained  causes  fear.  Go  John  is  saying  that  when  a  person 
"~  has  that  "perfect  Love"  which  is  salvation  through  Jesus  Christ ,  that  person 
has  hia  fears  removed-   We  may  not  like  to  speak  of  death  and  dying,  but  it 
xix  is  appointed  unto  man  once  to  die.  That's  also  Scriptural.   But  we  can 
have  the  reassurance  that  nk   as  a  believer,  when  we  die  we  go  into  the  pres- 
ence of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  There  is  the  "perfect  love"  John  is  striving  tc 
explain-  This  assurance  of  eternity  with  the  Lord  removes  the  fears  of  death 
and  the  great  beyond  from  the  heart  of  the  believer.   Because  as  John  says, 
"Perfect  love  casteth  out  fear.   We  can  and  we  should  rejoice  in  the  fact 

that  God  so  loved  the  world  that  He  gave  His  only  begotten  Son,  that  whoso- 
ever believeth  in  Him  shall  have  everlasting  life." 

This  should  be  our  Joy  in  all  of  life  and  especially  at  this  time  of  the  £ear. 

Jesus  Christ  came  into  the  world,  born  a  King,  living  as  the  King  of  hearts, 

and  dying  as  the  King  of  mankind,  only  to  rise  from  the  grave  and  go  to  be 

with  the  Father,  and  there  to  reign  for  all  eternity  as  King  of  Kings. 

The  late  movie  producer  Cecil  B.  DeMille  wrote  his  life  story.  He  said  the 
crowning  moment  of  his  life  came  when  he  was  filming  the  King  of  Kings. 
They  were  on  location  and  were  filming  the  crucifixion.  For  this  scene  and 
those  leading  up  to  it  he  had  assembled  a  motley  crew  of  people.  They  were 
all  from  the  lower  dregs  of  society.  DeMille  had  gone  into  the  dives  of 
the  city  and  picked  the  down  and  outers  to  act  as  the  soldiers.  He  felt 
that  those  responsible  for  this  gruesome  task  should  have  faces  which  re- 
flected the  defeat  that  life  Kvxxgxxs  gives  to  those  who  hold  goodness  in 
utter  contempt.   The  ias  others  were  to  play  the  mob  and  to  shout,  "Crucify 
Him,  Crucify  Him!" 

It  was  the  day  before  Christmas  on  the  set  in  a  Hollywood  studio.   They  were 
on  a  bare  ugly  hill  with  three  crosses  erected  on  it.  DeMille  says,  "here 
it  was  the  eve  of  His  birthday  and  we  were  filming  His  death."  On  the 
spur  of  the  moment  DeMille  called  for  silence  and  stepped  out  in  front  of 
the  entire  set  and  said,  "In  honor  of  Christ  the  King,  we  will  take  five 
minutes  for  meditation  and  prayer."  He  looked  at  the  cast  and  saw  :a  few 
sneers  and  cynical  smiles.  He  thought  he  had  made  a  terrible  mistake  and 
thought  to  himself,  "They  will  just  go  off  somewhere  and  either  have  a  drink 
or  a  smoke  and  tell  dirty  jokes."  &s   he  stood  before  them  feeling  awkward, 
he  bowed  his  head  and  closed  his  eyes.  Then  from  this  motley  crew  someone 
began  to  sing.  The  words  started  to  come  out  weakly,  "It  came  upon  the 
Midnight  Clear,  that  glorious  song  of  old."  Goon  others  joined  in  and  the 
music  swelled.  Still  others  who  didn't  know  the  words  began  to  hum  along. 
He  opened  his  eyes  to  look  around  kx  and  was  startled  to  see  all  of  them 
kneeling  before  xbbxkxxkxkk  the  three  crosses  on  a  hillside.  Sax  He  saw 
the  tears  running  down  the  cheeks  of  almost  all  of  them.  Here  were  these 
destttue,  forsaken  and  forgotten  people  of  society,  on  their  knees  and 
remembering  perhaps  something  that  had  xxxs  laid  dormant  in  their  lives  for 
many  years. 

DeMille,  the  hard-bitten  Hollywwod  producer  said  it  was  the  greatest  moment 
of  his  life  and  revealed  to  him  again  the  Lordship  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Three  crosses  on  a  hill,  a  motley  crew  of  misfits,  a  Christmas  Carol,  and 
everyone  bowing  before  Jesus  Christ,  the  Lord  and  King. 

This  is  exactly  what  John  is  saying.   "Herein  is  xkxb  our  love  made  perfect, 
that  we  may  have  confidence  in  the  day  of  judgement:  because  as  He  is,  so 
are  we  in  this  world,"  and  in  the  world  to  come." 
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ORDER  FOR  HOLY  COMMUNION  11:00  A.M. 


Who,  Laid  to  Rest?" 


"Ricercare  on  'Ave  Maria  klare 


Fischer 


Prelude 
Announcements 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Joya 

Choral  Introlt 

Lighting  of  the  Advent  Wreath 
♦Processional  Hymn  192  "Angels  we  Have  Heard  On  Bigh" 
♦Ascription 
•Call  to  Worship 

Pastor:  God  ia  with  us. 
He  is  indeed. 

How  do  we  know  this  to  he  true? 

By  His  promises  that  where  two  or  three  are  gathered 
in  His  name,  He  is  there  among  them. 
How  by  our  own  faith  and  love  for  the  Lord,  let 
us  join  in  this  love  feast  and  celebration  of 
Holy  Communion, 

In  so  doing  we  remember  He  died  for  us. 
In  so  doing  we  anticipate  His  coming  again. 
The  Lord  is  with  us. 
He  is  with  us  indeed. 
"Prayer  of  Confession  (in  unison) 
Most  merciful  Father!,  we  bow  before  You  and  confess  our 
sins.  Like  foolish  children  we  have  rebelled  against 
You  and  have  sought  our  awn  way ;  we  have  wandered  from  Your 
love  and  protection  to  fulfill  our  own  desires;  and  have 
resisted  Your  Spirit  to  do  our  will  and  not  Yours.   Forgive 
us  for  what  we  have  done*,  help  us  to  live  as  we  should; 
and  in  Your  Spirit  direct  what  we  shall  He.  Let  us  confirm 
to  the  Saviour  You  sent  in  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ,  and 
let  us  Glorify  Your  Holy  Name  through  a  growing  likeness 
io  this  same  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.   Amen. 


People: 

Pastor: 
People: 

Pastor: 


People : 

Pastor : 
People: 


Anthem 


Scripture: 

Sermon: 


•Assurance  of  Pardon 
Hymn  No.  180   "What  Child  Is  This, 
Offering 

Offertory  "Infant  in  the  Manger"  Anonymous   (Poland) 
"Come,  Good  Christians  All"  Anonymous  (France) ; 
"The  Host  Beautiful  Tree"  Anonymous  [Germany) 
•Doxology 

"Christmas"  Young 

(Mrs.  Wallace  Feder,  at  the  chimes-)- 
Luke  2:25-32 
"Overlooked  Or  Looked  Over?" 
Communion  Hymn  Do.  201   "As  with  Gladness  Men  of  Old" 
"Holy  Communion 

Distribution  of  the  Bread 
Distribution  of  the  Cup 
•Prayer  of  Thanksgiving 

•Hymn  No.  197   "It  Came  upon  the  Midnight  Clear" 
•Benediction 

•Postlude  "I  Saw  Three  Ships"  Anonymous  (England) 
+++++*++  *Congregation  Standing  +*+*+++♦ 
The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

the  Fidelity  Bible  Class  to  the  "Glory  of  God" 
Deacons  and  Elders  will  also  Usher  this  morning  beside 
serving  Communion, 
"^■Tonight  -  7:00  -  Family  Christmas  Program 

Wed.  -  6:30  -  Golden  Circle  Christmas  Tun*  n  Dinner  for 

Husbands  and  wives  and  guests. 
Wed.  -  7:00  -  Chancel  Choir 

Sat.  -  11:00  -  Holy  Communion  -  Christmas  Eve  Canrile- 
light. 
>Hospitalizedi   Elsie  Kcrnrumpf ,BCMH;  Avida  Miller,  Grcve 
City;  Vivian  Marburger,  Cleveland  Clinic 
Gloria  Walker  will  have  charge  of  Nursery 
Den  Kennedy  and  Ray  Covert  will  be  visiting  the  Hospital 
Re-Creations  will  not  be  here  for  the  Christmas 

Performance  on  Doc.  £0. 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Harry  Davis  will  greet  the  Congregation  at 

the  door  today. 
If  you  are  a  visitor  from  another  Church  -  please  put 
your  Church's  name  and  address  on  the  back  and  it  will 
be  sent  for  their  records  for  Communion. 


vrciuuiicu    ui     iiuuacu    won 

Scrip:    Luke   d:2^-^di    Text:    Luke   iiiJO 

(Illus  ehek  overlked  Xmas  wrappings) 

Ho*  "iypicl  of  mo3  of  worl;that  wh  import  so  oft  ovrlk 

&  t.-[5lect  &   that  wh  of  lea  import  is  exalted 

PeoD  Is  bin  anticipat,long  4deliv  fr  many  natnal  prot 
Bin   ;>nqur,exil, diapers  thruout  much  worl  &  wel  kno 
propn  nam  Isaiah  tol  Idr  2cun>  ind  mid,direc  mes^engr 
fr/G,in  fac  3um1  name-Immanuel ,or  God  w/us 
but  that  wel  ovr  700yr  B4  &  dream  long  sine  dy  harts 
of  sa  auceed  genratin;nuthin  rely  chang  &  only  Chang 
was  poop  who  now  control  liva  &  that  hated  Romans 
But  smsl  stir  made  anal  twn  Beth  w/birth  baby 
Jeru  herd  of  it  Bens  ther  thoz  cum  mak  inquires  bout 
wher  smal  child  was  born  &   wat  all  ment 
40  day  pas  St  very  plain ,poor  cple  cam  Jeru  d   Tempi 
Here  purchas  iturtlduvs  ,or  cfpigen  <^aac  4-burnt  offer 
&  sin  offer=indicat  how  poor  wer  Bcuz  offr  4dedicatir 
aupos  2B  lamb  &  turtlduv  or  pigeon 
In  Temp  th/day  elderly  priest  name  Simeon 
All  kno  is  nam  &   persnl  qual  pt  out  vt>  d'y 
vs  2J>=i'ol  was  just-riteous  man, sot  21iv  godly  lif 
devout-God-fear  man 
wait  consolatin  Is=nothr  word  cudB  comfort  Is, 
peop  Is  prom  suml  ildelivr  f/enmies  &.   sumhow  this 
man  Simeon  bin  tol  wud  C  that  consolatin, comfort 
We  tol  H  Sp  upon  him-othr  word, being  led  by  H  dp 
Vs  26-Sumhow  G  spok  HSimeon  &   asur  wudB  priv  dC   wat 
cal-L'S  Xp-G's  anoint  1,or  Anointed  One  Of  God 
va  27a-Hed  many  interps  say-No  rely  kno  how  led  2Temp 

that  day,but  sumhow  he  knu  d!B   ther 
Ha"  0  evr  bin  led  2go  sumwher,C  sum'i  &  D  no  kno  why? 
1  n  U  hav  fnd  wen  Ret  ther  U  cud  help  sunn  w/specif 
need? 
If  U  hav.U  hav  bin  led  by  H  Sp  &  this  wat  hap  Simeon 
His  B  led  bp  H  Sp  meana  exactly  wat  it  says, no  hard  d 
understand  If  kno  anything  about  apiritul  lif 
vs  27n-  Simeon  knu  that  pt-This  Promis  0ne-ME3SIAH 
Evr  1st  born  son  dedicat  i!God  Ecus  any't  thoz  1st  borx 
jus  mite  B  the  Messiah  &  in  Jew  circls  2day  that  Mes- 
siah stil  Ik  4,&.  Js  Xp  no  recogniz  a  From  1  sent  byGc 
name  givn  as  Messianic  titl  is=MENACHEM 
Recogniz  it?  Name  man  recent  step  dwn  prime  minister 
af  Israel  was  named -MENACHEM  BEGIN, but  he  not  Messiah 
?sa  28-i;9=Simeon  sed  redy  ^depart  this  lif  &.   says- 
In  Peace;In  Jew  writs=Talmud,speeil  writs,Jewa  tol  d 
say  freads  wen  depart  fr/them-Go  To  Peace 
exaiutis-Jethro  to  Moses  &   Moses  prospered 
David  to  Absalom  &  Absalom  went  to  his  deth 

L 


nanus  k    idl  hj.lu 


vk>  to  fBace«t:D  xn 
wat  wilB 

teach  also-wen  p*y  respec  dded   f rend, words  are  to  B 
! Go  Tn  Peace 

H  s   Simeon  hold  *0day  old  infant  &  lik  Ik  bak  ovr 
!  centuries  of  time  fc  C  4  1st  time  wat  no  1  els  evr  0 
',  Her-  was  G's  speeil  bless  ^mankind  &  now  cud  go  dB 
'  w/G  .n  peace 

interest  2note  wen  Simeon  spk  d   God  says-Lord 
this  word  in  29th  vs  is  DESFOTES  in  Gr  wh  mean-Master, 
Owner, imply  he  was  G's  2do  with  as  He  saw  fit 
(from  this  word  get  Eng  word^Despot .absolut  ruler, die] 
Sim's  reasns  4kno  that  all  has  bin  &.   wilB  acomplish 
in  thiB  child  K  tol  in  50th  thru  t>d   vsss. 
vs  JO-Sim  acknowledg  he  has  bin  witness  d   Salvatin  G 

wud  bring  thru  lif  this  child 
a  revelatin  which  cud  only  cum  from  H  Sp 
term«tfh  Thou  hast  prepared-has  conotatin  of  prep  of 
feast  or  banquet  whG  has  provid  4-  whol  world 
He  invit  ever"!  ,everthing  prepared  &  only  thing  any- 
one need  2bring  is  self 
Hymnwiitr  say-Nothin  in  my  hands  I  bring, simply  d   Thy 

cross  I  cling 
This  hvnly  tabl  spred  4  TJ  &  me 
Sim  Ik  this  smal  tiny  baby  w/no  strnegth  of  own, 
depend  upon  othrs  feed, clothe, &  yet  cud  say=Por  mjne 
eyes  have  seen  Thy  salvation 
He  "L  oked  Ov«r"  the  histry  of  past  &  he  was  tai 
xsakiKK  "Looking  over"  the  histry  of  futur  &  cud  C 
wat  G  was  try  cfsho  the  worl  both  then  &  now 
Do  we  really  C  wat  5  wai  saying? 
Do  U  kno  wat  Xmas  is  really  all  about? 
(T  'us  of  baptism  in  wealthy  home  in  Eurpoe) 

4.ois  Xmas  as  all  othrs,  many, many  peop  wil  4get  the 
real  purp  4seasa  &  the  specil  day 
Jesus  wilB  smothr  by  all  hustl,bustl  &  prep  wh/surounc 
icelebratin 
Wil  we  overlook  Him7 
Or  wil  we  lik  the  wise  men  cum  looking  for  Him,  & 
lik  Sim  "Look  Him  Over"  6.  aay-MINE  EYES  HAVE  SEES 
THY  JALVATION"  in  this  Christ  child? 


"Overlooked  Or  Looked  Over?" 
Scripture:  Luke  2:25-32 
xt:  Luke  2:50 

(Illustration  of  overlooked  check  in  Christmas  wrappings) 

The  day  after  Christmas  waa  a  day  which  returned  a  normal  family  back  to 
the  everyday  life,  as  it  does  for  all  of  us.  This  family  was  rather  poor 
because  the  father  was  unemployed  and  the  mother  held  a  low  paying  Job, 
just  enough  to  make  ends  meet.   But  they  had  a  happy  Christmas  with  a  few 
presents  and  a  tree.  The  father  had  gone  out  early  to  look  for  work  and 
the  mother  had  left  for  her  job  with  instructions  to  the  oldest  boy  to 
look  after  things  at  home.  He  was  rummaging  through  the  leftover  and  dis- 
carded Christmas  wrappings  when  he  came  upon  an  envelope  addressed  to  his 
father.  But  it  was  unopened.  That  night  at  the  supper  table  he  gave  his 
fiather  the  envelope  and  he  opened  it.   Imagine  their  surprise  to  discover 
a  generous  check  from  one  of  their  friends.   It  had  been  overlooked  in 
the  Christmas  wrappings. 
How  typical  of  most  of  the  world.  That  which  is  most  important  is  often 
oveflooked  and  neglected  and  that  which  is  of  less  importance  is  exalted. 
The  people  of  Israel  had  been  anticipating  and  longing  for  deliverance  from 
their  many,  many  national  problems.  They  had  been  conquered,  exiled,  and  dis- 
persed through  much  of  the  world.  tfpxmXtXKXSX*   £  well  known  prophet  Hxxfcks 
named  Isaiah  had  told  of  a  leader  to  come  into  their  midst,  a  direct  messenger 
from  God,  in  fact,  someone  named  "Immanuei,"  or  God  with  us.   But  that  was 
bbbxbxxbbxbxx  well  over  700  years  before  and  that  dream  had  long  since  died 
in  the  hearts  of  each  succeeding  gneration.   Nothing  had  really  changed,  the 
only  change  was  the  people  who  now  controlled  their  destiny,  their  very  lives, 
and  these  were  the  much  hated  and  detested  Romans. 

But  then  a  very  small  stir  had  been  made  in  the  small  town  of  Bethlehem  with 
the  birth  of  a  baby.   Jerusalem  had  heard  of  it  because  there  were  those  who 
had  come  making  inquiries  as  to  where  a  certain  child  was  born  and  what  it  all 
meant.  j£iK>KXBBXSXHaKxpBSKBdxaHBxBxxBxyxBXBXBXXBra±E«xxxXBBk±BgxBBWBXBxBK(i 
zaMxkBxXKKxSBBBiKXXHxSBEHsiiHB  Forty  days  had  passed  and  a  very  plain,  ordi- 
nary, poor  couple  came  to  Jerusalem  to  the  Temple.  Here  they  purchased  two 
turtledoves  or  two  young  pigeons  to  sacrifice  for  the  burnt  offering  and  the 
sin  offering.  This  indicated  how  poor  they  were  because  the  offering  set  for 
this  dedication  was  supposed  to  be  bib  a  lamb  and  a  pigeon  or  a  turtledove. 
In  the  Temple  that  day  was  an  elderly  man  named  Simeon.  All  that  we  know  of 
him  is  his  name  and  his  personal  qualifications  as  pointed  out  in  the25th 
verse  of  Luke's  2nd  chapter.  We  are  told  he  was  just,  meaning  that  he  was  a 
righteous  man.  He  sought  to  live  a  godly  life.  He  was  also  devout  which 
means  he  was  a  "^od-f earing"  man.  His  life  had  been  spent,  "Waiting  for  the 
consolation  of  Israel."  Antotoher  word  for  "consolation"  could  be  "comfort." 
The  People  of  Isaael  had  been  promised  someone  to  deliver  them  from  their 

enemies  and  somehow,  this  man  Simeon  had  been  told  he  would  see  that  consola 

tion 


that  comfort.  xfemrexisxira  We  are  told  that  the  £toly  bpirit  we  upon  him.  In 

other  words,  he  was  being  led  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

e  are  also  told  in  verse  26,   "And  it  was  revealed  unto  him  by  the  Holy  Spirit, 
that  he  should  not  see  death,  before  he  had  seen  the  Lord's  Christ," 

Somehow,  God  spoke  to  Simeon  and  he  was  assured  that  he  would  be  privileged  to 

see  what  is  called,  "The  Lord's  Gferrat,"  This  means,  "God's  anointed  One,"  or 

"The  Anointed  One  of  God." 

So  we  read,  "And  he  came  by  the  lopirit  into  the  Temple."   I  have  read  many 

interpreters  who  stumble  over  this  and  say,  "We  don't  really  know  how  he  was 

led  to  be  in  the  Temple  that  day,  but  somehow  he  knew  to  be  there."   If  you 

have  ever  been  led  to  go  somewhere,  or  to  speak  to  someone  and  you  didn't 

know  why  or  for  what  purpose,  then  you  can  understand  what  being  led  by  the 

Holy  Spirit  means,  because  this  is  exactly  woat  it  is.  He  was  spoken  to  by 

God  in  some  way  to  go  to  the  Temple  and  the  only  answer  is  that  it  was  The 

Holy  Spirit  speaking  to  him  at  that  point.  So  then  it  follows,  "And  when  the 
parents  brought  in  the  child  Jesus,  to  do  for  Him  after  the  custom  of  the 
law,  then  took  He  Him  up  in  his  arms,  and  blessed  God,  and  said,  "Lord,  now 
lettest  Thou  fhy  servant  depart  in  peace  according  to  Thy  Word." 

Simeon  knew  at  that  point  in  time  that  here  was  the  "Promised  One,"  the 

"Messiah."  Every  first-born  son  was  dedicated  to  God  because  any  one  of  those 

first-born  sons  just  might  be  the  Messiah.  And  in  Jewish  circles  today,  that 

Messiah  is  still  looked  for  and  Jesus  Christ  is  not  recognized  as  being  the 

One  promised  and  sent  by  God.  The  name  given  flea  as  fehe  Messianic  title  is, 

"Menachem."  Do  you  recognize  that  from  our  present  day's  news?  The  name  of 

the  man  who  recently  resigned  as  the  Prime  minister  of  Israel  is  Menachem 

Begin.   But  he  was  not  the  Messiah  looked  for  even  though  hit.  name  is  that 

name  and  title. 

Simeon  told  God  that  he  was  now  ready  to  depart  this  lidle  and  mm   says  "In 

Peace."  In  the  Talmud,  or  special  Jewish  writings,  Jews  are  told  to  say  to 

friends  upon  parting,  "Go  to  peace,"  not,  "Go  in  peace."  This  is  what  Jethro 

Moses'  father-in-law  said  to  him  when  they  parted,  and  Moses  prospered;  this 

is  also  what  David  said  to  Absalom  when  they  parted  and  Absalom  went  to  his 

death,   "Go  to  peace,"  means  to  be  in  God's  hands  and  let  Him  take  care  of  whal 

will  be.  The  teaching  is  also  that  when  paying  their  respects  to  a  dead 

friend,  that  here  the  words  are,  "Go  in  peace."  Here  was  Simeon  holding  this 

40  day  old  infant  in  his  arms  and  it  was  like  he  was  looking  back  over  the 

centuries  of  time  and  seeing  for  the  first  time  what  no  one  else  had  ever  seen. 

Here  was  God's  special  blessing  to  an  for  mankind.   It  is  interesting  to  note 

that  when  Simeon  begins  to  speak  to  God  he  says,  "Lord,"  and  this  word  in  the 

29th  verse  is  BSatX&KS  DjSSPOTRS  in  Greek  which  means,  "Master,  owner,"  implying 

that  fix  he  was  God's  to  do  with  as  He  saw  fit. 
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His  reasons  for  knowing  that  all  has  been  and  will  he  accomplished  in  this 

child  are  told  in  the  ^Oth  through  the  ^nd  verses. 

^i   read:  "For  mine  eyes  ksritmc  have  seen  Thy  salvation,  which  Thou  hast  pre- 
pared x«x  before  the  face  of  all  people;  A  light  to  leghten  the 
Gentiles,  and  the  glory  of  Thy  people  Israel." 

Simeon  acknowledges  that  he  has  been  a  witness  to  the  Salvation  God  would  bring 
through  the  life  of  this  child.   A  revelation  which  could  only  have  come  from 
the  holy  spirit.  The  term"which  Thou  hast  prepared"  has  the  connotation  of 
the  preparation  of  a  feast  or  a  banquet  which  God  has  provided  for  the  whole 
worlds  He  has  invited  everyone,  everything  is  prepared;  the  only  thing  any- 
one needs  to  bring  is  himself.  The  hymnwriter  says,  "Nothing  in  my  hands  I 
bring,  simply  to  Thy  cross  I  cling."  This  is  the  heavenly  table  spread  for  you 
and  me.  Simeon  looked  at  this  small,  tiny  baby  with  no  strength  of  its  own; 
dependent  upon  others  to  feed  it  and  clothe  it  and  yet  he  could  say,  "For  mine 
eyes  have  seen  Thy  Salvation."  He"looked  Over"  the  history  of  the  past,  and 
he  was  "looking  over"  the  history  of  the  future  and  he  could  see  what  God  was 
trying  to  show  the  world  both  then  and  now.   Do  we  see  what  God  was  saying? 
Do  you  know  what  Christmas  is  really  all  about? 

(Illustration  of  baptism  in  wealthy  home  in  iiurppe) 

A  very  wealthy  family  in  Europe  decided  to  have  their  child  baptized  in 
the  family  residence  instead  of  in  church.   Many  guests  were  invited  as 
well  an  ska  a  well  known  clergyman.  The  guests  arrived  in  their  fashionable 
clothes  and  expensive  fur  coats.  The  coats  mx   and  wraps  were  placed  on 
an  upstairs  bed.  After  a  lot  of  greeting  and  conversation  it  was  decided 
that  everyone  was  there  and  the  ceremony  should  begin.  The  maid  was  sent 
to  get  the  baby,  but  she  returned  in  alarm  to  state  that  the  baby  was  not 
in  its  crib.  XxgxxBfcxsxxKSSglixxxxxfeKgvKxxsxxtfeKxfeBfejE  A  member  of  the  family 
remembered  seeing  the  baby  and  after  a  frantic  effort  of  searching  under  all 
of  the  coats  on  the  bed,  the  baby  was  found  smothered  to  death  under  them. 
The  main  reason  and  purpose  for  which  they  had  come  had  been  forgotten  and 
covered  over. 
This  Christmas  as  all  others,  many,  many  people  will  forget  and  neglect  the 
real  purpose  for  the  season  and  the  special  day.  He  will  be  smothered  by  all 
of  the  hustle  and  bustle  and  preparations  which  surround  the  celebration. 
Will  we  "Overlook"  Him?  Or  will  we  like  the  v«ise  Men  come  looking  for  Him, 
and  like  Simeon  "Look  Him  over"  and  xekxHxib  say,  "Mine  eyes  have  seen  Thy 
Salvation"  in  this  Christ  child? 


COMMUNITY   BIBLE  CHURCH   -  SAGAMORE,    PA.    -   DECEMBER  2<+,    I995 

PRELUDE 

GRRETINGS/JOYS/ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRAYER  REQUESTS 

NEXT  SUNDAY  DEC  31,  CONG  MEETING  VOTE  ON  PAINT  SANCTUARY 
LIGHTING  OF  CANDLES 


TH'Uj 


0&  1*  ^^  I?* 


ADVENT/CHRISTMAS  WREATH  LIGHTING 
•HYMN 

CHRISTMAS  PRAYER 

HYMN 

SCRIPTURE:  LUKE  ?:l-?0 

CHRISTMAS  STORY:   "THE  CHRISTMAS  FOOL" 
•CANDLELIGHTING 
'HYMN  -  SDLENT  NIGHT 
•BENEDICTION 


THE  CHRISTMAS  FOOL 

AVG  FAMLY:    FATHER    -   TOM        -  JIMMY  » 

MOTHER  -  SUE  JOAN       *>    7 

ton  oil  work  bout  year:  BUT  PAID  BILLS, LIV  MODESTLY 

SMALL  HOUS  OUTSKIRTS  TWN.HA1B  CHIKNS  SELL  EGGS    -  CKICKNS 
TO"  GET  KIDDR.ESPECLY  W/JOAN   ASK   BOUT  XMAS   -  ONLY  A   DOLL 
t     AG  PATCH -NO,  UGLY:  COLE  SLAW  DOLL?  WAT  THAT?  CAB  PATCH  SHRED 
JIMMY  ONLY  WANT  BASKETBALL 
XMAS  EVE  GO  SHOP  STOP   DEPT  STORE-JIMMY  LK   BALL.JOAN   LK   DOLL 
BRING  TEARS  TOM  EYES  WATCH  BOY  BASKETBALL/JOAN  W/DOLL 
BOTH  EXPRES  THIS  GIFT  THEY  WANT   -   "WE'LL  C, WE'LL  C" 
BUT  TREE:    STOMP  ON  SIDEWALK   MAK   LIMBS   HANG   DWN.BUY   TREE  GO  HOKE 
LUNCH, TRIM  TREE  tr  TOM  DECID  TAK  WALX:JIMMT  C  TWO  CONVERS 
TOM  LET, TOLD  SUE  B  HOME  FOR   SIJFPR 
NEWSBOY  OUTBID  TOY  STORE   -  WET  FEET/COLD- JUS  MY  FEET  KISTEH 
LK  SHOES, HOLES   IN  SOLES .RON   DWN.WORN  SOKS 
TDK   SHOE  STOR  HOT  SHOES/SOCKS.TOSSLE  CAP, SCARF 
BOY  SOT  THANK  TOM  t   TOM  SAY, "MERRY  XMAS, HO, HO, HO" 
BOY  LAFF  BCUZ  TOM  NO  LK   LIK   SANTA 
NOW  MONEY  ONLY  1PRESENT   -  WHICH  ONE??  BALL?   DOLL7 
TEC ID  ON  DOLL  t  HAN  STOP  ASK   FOR   MONEY  FOR   FOOD 
WRESTL/AGONIZ.GIV/WO  GIV  »   FINLT  OTV  t   KERRY   XMAS   FREND,G  BLESJ 
MAN  TRY  EXPL  THANKS, TOM  SAT  KERRY   XMAS  .FORGET   IT, ENJOY 
I    STOP  LK  WINDOW  TOY  STORE, MAN  I   FF.END  PAS  I  HEAR-BOY  DID  I  FIND  A 
LIVE  ONE   -  LK   AT  LOOT   -  COME  ON, I   BUY   2NTTE  t   SALOON  TORS  CLOSE 
SMAK  ONE  FIST  OTHER   -  BOY  WAT  A  FOOL.U   STUPID  FOOL 
NO  HURRY  GET  HOME  NOW.KIK  HTIL  POLES, FIRE  PLUGS, KEEP  SAY, BOY 
WAT   A   STUPID  FOOL 

ATE  SUPPR.RED  PAPER-NO  SPK :DRES, CHURCH, NO  SPK  TO  L   FROM 
HOME.GO  TO  BED.SILENCE   AS  TUK  JOAN  IN   SHE  WHISPR-BOY   I   CAN 
HARDLY  WAIT  2C  MY  NEW  DOLL  TOMORHOE   DADDY-I   LOT  U,UR  BEST  DAD 
REALLY  FELT  LIK    A  HEEL  NOW 
UJ-  *T  6,trr  re»a,can8t,Btil  cal  etlt  stupid   foal 
TURN  RADIO  ON-PSECHS   SAY-GUD  MORNING, MERRY  XMAS 
TEL  BIRTH  JS.IN  BETH, SHEPS, ANGELS, ASK 
GIFT  FR/G,SPECIL  GIFT  FOR  EVRONE 
ASK-DO  II  THINK   WORL   DESERV  GIFT  LIK  THIS  FR/G??   DUZNT   IT  MAK  GOD 

LK   LIK   FOOL  GIV  GIFT  I  PEO  REFUS  2ACPT?? 
LIK   HE   PREACH   2  TDK   ALONE  *  THEN    ASK.HAV  U   EVR   DUN    SUHTH   IfSUMONE 
l   APTR    DUN  IT.BLIEV  U   A  FOOL  2DO  SO?   ANY  GIFT  GIVN   IN  TRU   SPIRIT 
OF  GIV   IS  BLESSD  BY  G.REGARDLES  WAT  RECIP  DUZ,  W/IT.    IF  U  HAFN 
GIV  GIFT  2BUM   I  HE  USE  '•OTHR  PURP  THAN   WAT   SEP  IT  l»,IT  ON  HIS 
CONSCIENCE  t,   NOT  URS.      IE  WE  WER  2PAS  JUDGKEN   ON  G  GIV  GIF  EWORL 
IN   PERSN  JS   XP.WE  WUD  CAL  HIM   A   FOOL  BY  WORL'S   STANDRDS.   HIS  GIF 
WAS  HOSLY  2N0N-APTOCITIV   HUMANTY.      BUT  ARNT  THER   THOZ  WHO  HAV 
TAKN   G'S  GIF  t   BCUM   HIS  CHILDRN.WHIL  OTHSS  ONLY  TAK  WAT  G  GIVE 
t  R  NEVH  SINCER.      WE  GIV  BCUZ  WE  HAV  BIN  GIVN   t  WE  GIV  OUT  OF 
LUV  SEEKING   20IV  WISLY.BUT  LETTING  TH/CONSCIENC   ™  TH/RECIP 
DETEHMIN  WAT  HE  WIL  DO  WITH  TH/GIFT.    MERRY  XMAS 


"DO  U  KNO  WAT  JS  WAS?" 


TOM   SAT  STUNND.IT   LIK   PREACHH   SPK   DIRECLT  TO   HIM 

FOB  FIRST  TIM  LK    AT  TREE  I  C   2FKGS   UNDR   LK    LIK   DOLL  BOX, BALL 
OTILDRN  BOUNC   IN  ROOK, JOAN  SAY  SANTA  CAM   LAS  NITE  LK   PRESENTS 

SUE  HAND  GIFTS  TO  CHILDRN  t,  THEY  GO  KITCKN   FOR  COFFEE 
SUE  ASK  TOM  IF  GAV   AWAY  M8NEY?     ASK  HOW  0  KNOW?T 

ANSES.WAY  U   QUIET  GIV    AWAY 
I        EXPL  HOW  GAV   HONEY  TO  BUM  I   HOW  FEEL  LIK  FOOL 
TEL  HOW   HERD  PREACHR  SAY  GIV  SHUDB  DUN  IN   LUV  t  WAT  RECIP  DUZ 
WITH  IS   HIS  CONCERN  I   IF  USE  WRONGLY  NOT  GIVRS  FAULT 
TOM  ASK.HOW  GET  BALL  6  DOLL? 

SUE.CAL  STOR  I  NOT  THER   YET  t   SHDD  HAV   BINlHAD  EGO  MONEY  SAVD 
WENT  TO  STORE, SAW  TOM  W/NEWSBOY   t  NEW   SHOES, SCARF, CAP  t 
FIGURE  GAV  MONEY  AWAY  AGIN 
WENT  TOY  STORE  GOT  DOLL/BALL  I  ASK  IF  CUD  RETURN 
TOM-I   I.ER.N  ONE  THING.      WEN  U  GIV  U  NEVR  KNO  IF  DO  RITE  THING 
BUT  END  RESULT  IS  IN  G'S   HANDS 
IN   BIBL  WE  TOLD  WEN  WE  GIV  WE  MAYB   ENTERTAIN  ANGELS  UNAWAR 
OUR  GIVING   MAY  B  S  JS  XP  HIMSELF 
t,   ISNT  THIS   IS  WAT  XHAS   IS    ALL  ABOUT? 
SUE  JUS  NODDED  HER  HEAD  AS   THEY  HUG   EA   OTHR  I  WISH  EA   OTHR  A 
MERRY  XMAS 


Christmas  Eve  1983 
"The  Christmas  Fool" 

They  were  just  an  average  American  family  in  some  ways  and  a  below  average 
American  family  in  other  ways.  The  family  consisted  of  Tom,  the  father  and 
husband,  Sue,  the  wife  and  mother  and  tow  children,  Jimmy  10,  and  Joan  8. 
ince  they  only  had  two  children  Tom  jokingly  said  that. 'they  were  not  the 
-srerage  family  because  statistics  stated  the  average  family  had  cL%   children. 

Tom  had  a  fairly  good  job  but  had  been  laid  off  for  over  a  year  and  was  unable 
to  get  another  job.  But  they  had  managed  to  pay  their  bills  and  keep  even  with 
their  needs.  They  lived  in  a  modest  little  bungalow  on  the  outskirts  of  town. 
Because  of  this  location  they  were  able  to  raise  a  few  chickens  and  Sue  sold 
the  eggs  and  a  chicken  or  two  to  neighbors.  But  Christmas  looked  as  though  it 
just  might  be  a  little  bleak  this  year.  Tom  figured  he  could  get  the  children 
just  one  present  each  and  he  told  them  so.   The  children  loved  him  because  he 
talked  to  them,  told  them  stories  and  was  always  kidding  them.  Especially 
Joan.  He  would  hold  her  on  his  lap  ana  tell  her  funny  stories  and  even  with 
the  problems  the  family  had,  Tom  kept  his  sense  of  humor.  As  was  hia  custom 
he  would  begin  to  ask  them  what  they  wanted  for  Christmas  shortly  after  Thanks- 
giving. This  year  as  usual  he  had  asked  and  *KxxiHXtfxfcyxjfxnnsx  Jimmy  told  him 
that  all  he  wanted  was  a  basketball  and.  Joan  had  said  she  wanted  a  baby  doll. 
So  Tom  would  hold  Joan  on  his  lap  and  ask  her  just  what  kind  of  doll  she 
wanted.  Naturally,  he  would  make  a  joke  of  it.  He  asked,  "Do  you  want  a  doll 
t£at  cries  real  tears  and  cries?  How  about  a  Cuddly,  Wuddly,  Cry  Baby  doll?" 
This  year  he  had  much  more  fun  and  asked  her  if  she  wanted  a  Cabbage  Patch 
doll?  and  Joan  had  answered,  "No  daddy,  I  think  they're  ugly.   I  want  a  pretty 
doll."  This  gave  him  his  chance  to  tease  and  he  sesex*  asked,  "How  about  a  Cole 
Slaw  doll?"  And  naturally,  °oan  has  asked,  "Wat  kind  of  doll  is  that?"  And 
Tom  answered,  "That's  a  Cabbage  Patch  doll  that's  been  shredded,"  and  he  would 
laugh  his  hearty  laugh  and  Joan  would  say,  "Oh  daddy,  you're  silly  I" 
Finally,  Christmas  Eve  arrived  and  the  family  made  preparations  to  do  their 
usual  thing.   Each  year  after  breakfast  they  would  walk  downtown  and  go  into 
Jany  of  the  stores.  The  kids  went  to  the  toy  departments 

Each  year  they  usually  went  shopping  on  a  Saturday  before  Christmas  and  this 
gave  the  kids  a  chance  to  look  in  the  toy  stores  and  let  Mom  and  Dad  know  what 
they  wanted  for  Christmas.  But  this  year  was  different.  Because  of  the  un- 
certainty of  money,  Tom  and  -Jue  had  stalled  doing  any  shopping.  So  here  it  was 
Christmas  Eve  and  they  hadn't  even  gotten  a  tree.  That  morning  when  they  got 
up,  at  the  breakfast  table  Tom  said,  "Let's  go  do  eur  shopping  this  morning." 
Excitedly  Jimmy  and  Joan  took  care  of  their  chores  so  they  could  go  downtown. 
Since  the  shopping  area  was  only  a  mile  from  their  house  they  decided  to  walk 
and  save  gas.   It  was  a  brisk  winter  morning  with  some  new  snow  on  the  ground 
and  a  cold  bone-chilling  wind  whipping  around.  But  it  was  a  good  day  for  the 
brisk  walk  they  had  downtown. 

When  they  got  there,  Tom  and  Sue  let  the  kids  wander  around  in  the  toy  stores 
looking  at  the  toys.  Tom  fcs±«±  pretended  not  to  notice  when  Jimmy  picked  up 
one  of  the  basketballs  on  the  counter.  He  watched  silently  as  Jimmy  aimed  at 
it  an  imaginary  basket  in  an  imaginary  jam-packed  arena  in  an  imaginary  large 
city.  He  could  see  the  intent  look  on  hio  face  as  though  he  were  aiming  to 
sink  the  winning;  basket  and  he  had  to  turn  his  head  away  and  brush  the  tears 
from  his  eyes  because  he  wasn't  sure  that  they  had  enough  to  buy  the  ball. 
He  thought  back  to  his  own  childhood  how  a  father  who  could  have  bought  him  the 
few  toys  he  wanted,  but  never  did  and  how  he  had  promised  himself  that  he 
would  never  let  that  happen  to  his  kids  someday. 

Then  he  watched  sadly  as  Joan  picked  up  doll  after  doll  and  examined  each  of  tta 
them  to  determine  just  which  one  she  really  wanted.   At  last,  she  settled  upon 
a  plain  doll,  and  he  watched  as  she  cradled  that  doll  in  her  arms  as  though  it 
was  an  actual  baby.  He  thought  of  his  little  girl  a3  a  mother  in  probably 
another  12  or  15  years  from  now,  and  pictured  her  holding  a  little  daughter 
perhaps  and  listening  to  it  coo  and  cry.  Again,  he  turned  away  from  the  count- 
er and  though  to  himself,  "You  silly  fool."  But  he  was  shaken  out  of  his 
kx±KX  thoughts  by  a  tug  on  his  sleeve.   He  looked  down  and  there  was  Jimmy 
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still  holding  on  to  the  basketball.  He  said,  "Dad,  this  is  the  ball  I  want 
for  Christmas.   Just  this  ball,  that's  all."  Tom  looked  at  it,  (checking  the 
-rice  in  the  process  and  making  a  mental  note  to  share  with  Sue).  He  answered, 

rtKxwiii  "We'll  see  Jimmy,  We'll  see."  Then  it  was  Joan's  turn  to  share  her 
wants  with  him  since  she  had  heard  Jimmy  telling  what  he  wanted.  She  showed 
him  the  doll  she  had  been  holding  and  said,  "Daddy,  this  is  the  special  doll 
I  hope  fcSanta  brings  me  for  Christmas.  She  closes  her  eyes  and  says  "mama"  and 
she's  so  pretty."  Tom  tried  to  talk  around  the  lump  in  his  throat  and  heard 
himself  mumbling,  "Well,  we'll  have  to  wait  and  see  what  Santa  can  do  about 
that."  He  looked  at  his  watch  and  mumbled,  "Good  grief,  it's  almost  eleven  and 
we  said  we'd  meet  your  mother  on  the  corner  outside  the  store  at  eleven.  Let's 
go.  Jo  Jimmy  went  to  put  the  ball  back  on  the  shelf  and  Joan  gently  laid  the 
doll  down  with  one  last  loving  look  and  joined  her  dad  and  brother  as  they 
began  to  walk  toward  the  front  of  the  store. 

Now  that  they  were  all  together  again  it  was  time  to  buy  the  annual  Christmas 
tree.  Jimmy" and  Joan  liked  this  because  they  always  made  a  game  of  it.  Tom 
would  pick  out  a  likely  looking  tree  and  bounce  it  on  the  sidewalk  once  or 
twice  to  make  the  limbs  hang  down  more  and  they  would  all  walk  around  it  a 
couple  of  times  and  point  out  its  good  points  and  its  bad  ones.  Usually  the 
man  selling  the  trees  would  try  to  stop  them  from  doing  this  because  some  of 
the  trees  dropped  a  lot  of  needles  indicating  it  mix  had  been  cut  a  long  time 
ago  and  when  people  saw  this  they  didn't  buy  that  tree.  So  the  seller  would 
gently  stand  the  tree  up  handling  it  like  it  might  break,  but  saving  the  em- 
barrassment of  the  shed  needles.  But  the  family  liked  when  they  could  look 
at  the  trees  themselves  with  no  interruptions.  Tom  could  say  the  funny  things 
that  made  them  laugh  and  made  the  tree  picking  a  lot  of  fun.  Finally  they 
settled  on  a  tree  they  all  liked  and  iHByxxisociK  the  man  wrapped  some  twine 
around  it  while  they  waited.   It  was  a  smaller  tree  than  usual,  but  Mom  and 
Dad  reminded  them  they  couldn't  afford  a  larger  one,  at  least  not  this  year. 
60  they  started  home  with  Tom  carrying  the  tree  on  his  shoulder.  Sue  and 
Joan  walked  beside  him  and  Jimmy  brought  up  the  rear.  He  always  had  to  smile 
to  himself  because  Jimmy  hung  on  toe. the  top  of  the  tree  as  though  he  was 
actually  helping  his  dad  carry  it,  but  Tom  never  told  him  otherwise. 
They  arrived  home  around  noon  and  while  Tome  and  Jimmy  worked  on  standing  the 
tree  is  the  stand,  issraxKHixaftre  Sue  and  Joan  prepared  lunch.  As  usual  it  was 
good  hot  turkey  noodle  soup  made  from  the  turkey  from  Thanksgiving,  They  all 
loved  this  and  looked  forward  to  it  each  year.   It  was  an  annual  tradition. 
After  lunch  they  worked  on  trimming  the  tree.  x.tt*x   When  this  was  completed 
and  they  had  all  admired  the  tree  Tom  announced  that  he  was  going  to  take  a 
walk.  But  before  he  left,  Jimmy  noticed  that  hit*  mother  and  father  had  a 
brief  consultation  and  he  just  knew  it  was  about  the  presents  he  and  Joan  had 
asked  for.  He  could  almost  feel  that  basketball  in  his  hands  and  he  couldn't 
wait  until  tomorrow  morning. 

Bo  Tom  left  and  announced  to  Sue  that  he  would  be  home  in  time  for  supper  so 
they  could  then  get  ready  and  go  to  church  that  night.  Once  again  he  walked 
briskly  downtown.   As  he  was  approaching  the  toy  store  he  noticed  a  boy  mrtsixH 
outside  selling  newspapers.  Something  about  that  boy  made  him  stop  and  watch 
him.  The  boy  looked  like  he  was  about  Jimmy s  age.   But  more  than  that  he  was 
evidently  very,  very  cold.  The  wind  was  whipping  around  the  corner  and  he  had 
his  collar  turned  up,  but  he  was  stomping  hit.  feet  evidently  to  try  to  get 
them  warm.  But  Tom  noticed  his  shoes  were  run  down  and  worn  and  not  warm  at 
all.  Something  made  Tom  go  over  to  the  boy  and  ask  if  he  was  cold.   "Just  my 
feet  mister,"  the  boy  answered.  Tom  didn't  know  wby  he  did  it  as  he  thought 
about  it  later,  but  he  asked,  "Let  me  see  your  shoes  son."  The  boy  held  out 
one  foot  and  Tom  could  see  there  were  large  holes  in  the  sole ,  the  leather  was 
torn  on  the  sides  and  he  knew  the  boy's  feet  were  soaked.  Besides  this,  the 
boy  didn't  have  a  decent  pair  of  socks  either.  Tom  asked  the  boy  his  if  he 
knew  Jimmy  and  was  surprised  to  learn  that  they  were  in  the  same  grade  in 

school.   Tom  threw  his  arms  around  the  boy  and  said,  "Come  on,  let's  go  in 
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this  store,"  as  he  beaded  him  into  the  entrance  of  a  department  store.  He 
took  the  boy  to  the  shoe  department  and  had  the  clerk  fit  him  into  a  good, 
warm  pair  of  new  shoes  along  with  a  pair  of  socks.  On  the  way  out  of  the 

tore  they  passed  a  counter  which  held  tossle  caps  and  scarves  and  Tom  bought 
one  of  each  for  the  boy.   Outside  the  store  the  boy  sought  to  thank  Tom,  hut 
he  shushed  him  and  said,  "Merry  Christmas,  ho,  ho,  ho."  And  even  the  boy  had 
to  laught  as  he  stood  looking  at  Tom  walking  down  the  sidewalk,  looking  very 
much  unlike  Santa. 

But  now  Torn  was  thinking,  "Which  present  do  I  buy  since  I  can't  get  both  of 
them?  If  I  don't  get  the  ball  Jimmy  will  really  be  disappointed,  but  if  I  don'i 
get  the  doll  Joan  will  really  be  sad."  He  had  decided  to  get  the  doll  and  try 
to  explain  to  Jimmy  he  would  get  him  the  ball  for  his  birthday,  when  he  almost 
fell  over  the  man  trying  to  get  his  attention  beside  him.  He  wasxstopped  by  a 
man  who  obviously  needed  help.  The  man  was  telling  him  that  all  he  needed  was 
a  couple  bucks  so  he  could  get  home  to  his  family  and  take  something  home  for 
them  to  eat.   The  urgency  of  the  man's  words  really  tore  at  his  heart  and  he 
was  arguing  with  himself  what  he  should  do.  A  voice  inside  of  him  was  telling 
him  to  give  the  man  the  money  and  explain  to  the  kids  that  he  helped  a  man  and 
a  boy  with  the  money  for  their  toys.  Another  voice  was  questioning  whether 
this  man  was  for  real  or  not.  finally  after  wrestling  with  himself  and  agoniz- 
ing over  this,  he  reached  into  his  pocket  and  took  the  money  and  put  it  into 
the  hand  of  the  man  and  said,  "Merry  Christmas  friend,   God  bless  you."  The 
man  was  thanking  him  and  trying  to  tell  him  what  this  meant,  but  Tom  didn't 
want  all  of  these  thanks,  he  began  to  feel  funny,  oo  he  patted  the  man  on  the 
shoulder  and  said,  "Gorget  it  friend,  Kerry  Christmas,"  and  walked  away.  On 
the  way  down  the  street  he  passed  the  store  where  he  was  going  to  buy  the  ball 
and  the  doll.  He  stopped  to  look  in  the  window  trying  to  think  how  he  would 
explain  this  to  the  children,  but  more  importantly  how  to  explain  it  to  Sue. 
She  probably  wouldn't  understand,  but  he  knew  he  had  to  make  her  understand 
somehow.  As  he  was  looking  in  the  window  two  men  passed  him  laughing  and  talk- 
ing, "omehow  he  thought  the  one  voice  sounded  familiar  and  he  looked  at  them. 
sure  enough  one  of  them  was  the  man  he  had  given  the  money  to,  and  he  was  say- 
ing to  his  friend,  "Boy  did  I  find  a  live  one,  look  at  that  loot,"  as  he  showed 
him  the  money  in  his  hand.  He  continued  by  saying,  "Come  on,  I'm  buying  to- 
night," and  these  were  the  last  words  Tom  heard  as  the  saloon  door  closed  be- 
hind them. 

Smacking  one  fist  into  the  other  Tom  exploded  with  himself.   "You  fool,  you 
stupid  fool"he  shouted  so  loud  that  several  people  turned  around  and  looked  at 
him.  He  started  to  walk  slowly  in  the  direction  of  home ,  but  now  he  was  taking 
a  round-a-bout  way  because  he  was  in  no  hurry  to  get  there.  He  kicked  out  at 
uitility  poles  and  fire  plugs  on  the  way,  he  was  so  furious  with  himself.  Over 
and  over  again  he  kept  calling  himself  a  fool,  a  dumb  fool. 

He  arrived  home  just  as  it  had  gotten  dark.   Supper  was  on  the  tatele  and  he 
slunk  into  his  chair.  Jimmy  looked  at  him  to  see  if  he  could  detect  the  hint 
of  his  present  hidden  on  the  porch,  or  out  in  the  chicken  coop,  but  his  father's 
face  was  impassive.  They  finished  supper  and  he  read  the  evening  paper,  thank- 
ful that  he  could  keep  the  paper  in  front  of  his  face  so  Sue  couldn't  see  the 
look  of  guilt.   But  strangely,  Sue  didn't  say  anything  to  him  and  this  made  him 
wonder,  but  he  didn't  bother  to  ask. 

The  night  wore  on  and  soon  it  was  time  to  go  to  church  and  they  dressed  and 
drove  there  for  the  services.   On  the  way  to  church  he  didn't  say  a  word  and 
on  the  way  home  he  didn't  say  a  word.  He  was  strangely  quiet  and  the  kids 
wondered  about  this,  but  didn't  say  anything.   He  was  wrapped  up  in  his  thought) 
and  over  and  over  in  his  mind  reminded  himself  that  he  was  a  fool,  a  stupid 
fool. 

They  came  home  and  went  to  bed.   Jimmy  and  Joan  were  tucked  in  after  their 
prayers  and  Joan  called  Tom  back  into  the  room  and  said  she  wanted  to  tell  him 
something.   She  motioned  for  him  to  come  closer.   He  bent  down  and  she  whispere* 
"I  can  hardly  wait  to  see  my  new  doM  tomorrow  Daddy.   I  love  you  because  you'n 
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such  a  good  daddy."  He  kissed  her  again  and  really  felt  like  a  heel  now.   How 
could  he  possibly  explain  that  taxiraibcgxxHaxkBx^raxHXiiraHkxxkHXKMXiiKixxliHXK 

he  didn't  have  a  doll  because  Santa  gave  the  money  for  it  to  a  drunken  bum? 

j  slept  little  that  night.  Finally,  when  the  clock  struck  six  he  got  up  and 
went  downstairs.  He  made  a  cup  of  coffee  and  tried  to  read,  but  the  only 
thought  that  came  to  him  was,  "You  fool,  you  stupid  fool."  At  seven  he  turned 
on  the  radio  and  tuned  the  dial  to  get  some  vhkxk  Christmas  music,  hoping  that 
he  could  forget  his  thoughts.   But  as  he  turned  the  dial  isxsrfeafppHSxHliKjrxteKX 
tafsxstxKxxHiiSK  for  some  unexplained  reason  he  stopped  at  what  turned  out  to  be 
a  Christian  radio  station.   A  voice  said,  "Good  morning,  and  Merry  Christmas. 
Do  you  know  what  Christmas  really  means?"  Then  the  speaker  went  on  to  tell  of 
the  birth  of  Jesus  in  Bethlehem;  about  the  shepherds,  the  angels  and  the  aise 
men.   Then  he  explained  why  Jesus  was  born.   He  asked,  "Do  you  know  what  Jesus 
was?"  He  answered,  "A  gift  from  God,  a  special  gift  for  everyone."  And  then 
he  asked,  "Do  you  think  that  the  world  really  deserved  that  gift  from  God? 
Doesn't  it  make  God  look  like  a  fool  to  give  the  world  a  gift  that  more  people 
refuse  than  accept?"  Tom  sat  in  his  easy  chair  fcrswxxx  transfixed.   It  was 
almost  like  this  radio  preacher  was  speaking  to  him  and  him  alone.  But  then  he 
was  really  startled  when  the  man  asked,  "Have  you  ever  done  something  for  some- 
one only  to  believe  after  you  had  done  it  that  you  were  a  fool  for  doing  so?" 
And  then  he  went  on,  "Any  gift,  given  in  the  true  spirit  of  giving  is  blessed 
by  God  regardless  what  the  recipient  of  that  gift  does  with  it.   If  you  happen 
to  give  a  gift  to  a  bum  and  he  uses  it  for  another  purpose  tother  than  that 
which  he  said  it  was  for,  that  x*  is  upon  his  conscience,  not  yours,  xxxwh 
rxBkxsxxSs^xKixiHxxSSHx^XEXXsxxasSKXxahixxsxtBxaxaasXixxMHSBxrsKxatixffXMBxxd 
If  we  wre  to  pass  .judgement  on  God  giving  His  gift  to  the  world  in  the  person 
of  Jesus  Christ,  we  would  call  Him  a  fool  by  the  world's  standards.   His  gift 
was  to  a  mostly  non-appreciative  humanity.   But  aren't  there  those  who  have 
taken  that  gift  and  thus  become  God's  children?  And  aren't  there  those  who 
.ake  it  only  for  what  use  they  can  personally  get  from  it  and  never  are  sincere? 
And  then  the  aasHHHEKXxx  radio  preacher  said,  "We  give  because  we  have  been 
given  and  we  give  out  of  love  seeking  to  give  hxkkkx  wisely,  but  letting  the 
conscience  of  the  recipient  determine  what  he  will  do  with  the  gift.  Meery 
Christmas."  With  that  greeting  the  radio  program  signed  off  and  Tom  sat  staring 
at  the  radio  for  a  few  moments.   Then  for  the  first  time  he  looked  at  the  tree 
standing  in  the  corner  and  at  the  presents  under  the  tree.   He  was  tempted  to 
rub  his  eyes  in  disbelief  because  he  saw  what  looked  like  a  large  ball  wrapped 
up  in  pretty  paper.   And  near  it  was  a  box  which  looked  something  about. the 
size  of  the  box  the  doll  was  in  his  daughter  Joan  wanted. 

He  was  jolted  out  of  his  thoughts  by  the  joyous  good  mornings  of  his  children. 
Joan  squealed  and  said,  "Santa  came  last  night  Daddy,  look  at  all  the  presents." 
And  hue  went  to  the  tree  and  handed  the  presents  to  Jimmy  and  Joan  to  open. 
Sure  enough,  Jimmy  got  his  basketball,  and  Joan  got  the  doll  she  wanted.   Tom 
was  dumbfounded  and  Sue  touched  him  on  the  arm  and  said,  "While  they're  enjoying 
their  presents  let's  have  a  cup  of  coffee  in  the  kitchen.   When  they  were  at 
last  seated  at  the  table  Sue  put  her  hand  on  his  arm  and  said,  "Tom,  you  gave 
away  the  money  which  was  meant  for  the  kids  presents  didn't  you?"   He  could 
only  nod  and  the  teas  came  to  his  eyes  and  he  said,  "How  did  you  know?"  She 
replied,  "Tom,  I've  seen  you  do  this  several  times  before.  And  when  you  came 
home  last  night  looking  so  forlorn  and  sad,  I  knew  what  you  had  done."   "But," 
protested  Tom,  "why  didn't  you  stop  me  if  you  knew  I  would  do  that?"   "Beoause 
we  are  taught  to  be  Christians  and  a  part  of  that  is  to  give  to  others  in  need." 
"But  I  gave  some  of  that  money  to  a  bum  and  then  heard  him  say  how  some  sucker 
had  given  him  money,  and  that's  why  1  felt  like  such  a  heel.   But  you  know,  xxx 
almost  like  God  speaking  to  me  I  was  moved  to  listen  to  a  radio  preacher  this 
morning  and  he  sounded  like  he  was  speaking  just  to  me.   He  said  that  our  giving 
is  to  be  done  in  love  and  if  others  use  it  wrongly  it  is  on  their  conscience. 
But  the  thing  I  want  to  know,  is  how  you  managed  to  get  a  ball  and  a  doll  if  I 
had  the  money  to  do  so."   Sue  answered,  S*fJatxxyBJtxi*f*x  A  little  while  after 
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you  left,  I  called  the  store  and  they  said  you  hadn't  arrived  yet  and  I  knew 
you  had  enough  time  to  do  so.   So  I  began  to  think  that  if  you  gave  away  the 
-noney  you  wouldn't  get  the  presents,  co  I  took  the  money  I  had  saved  from  the 
>*gg  money  and  told  Jimmy  to  watch  Joan  while  I  did  some  last  minute  shopping. 
I  hurried  down  to  the  store,  got  the  ball  and  the  doll,  (  asking  if  I  could 
return  them  after  Christmas  if  the  children  received  two  of  them),  and  then  I 
hurried  home.   But  as  I  left  the  store,  I  saw  you  coming  out  of  the  department 
store  with  that  little  newsboy.   I  saw  how  he  was  thanking  you  with  his  new 
shoes  and  I  knew  that  you  had  given  away  at  least  half  of  the  money,  oo  try- 
ing to  make  sure  you  didn't  see  me,  I  slipped  around  the  building  and  headed 
home.  Your  quietness  all  last  night  was  a  dead  giveaway  for  what  had  happened 

"Well,  I  learned  one  thing, ""Tom  said.   "I  learned  that  when  you  give  you  neve: 
know  if  you  are  doing  the  right  thing.   But  the  end  result  iaxis  is  in  God's 
hands.  And  in  the  Bible  we  read  that  when  we  give  we  may  be  entertaining 
angels  unawares.   Our  giving  may  be  even  to  Jesua  Himself.  And  isn't  this 
what  Christmas  is  all  about?"  Sue  just  nodded  her  head  as  they  hugged  each 
other  and  wished  each  other  a  Merry  Christmas. 
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ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
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Christmas  Day  December  25,  1983 

The  Rev.  Ralph  C,  Link,  Pastor 
Mr,  Harry  Cunningham,  Music  Director 
Me.  LaDonna  Linamen,  Trumpet 
Holly  Covert  and  Jennifer  Vinroe  -  Acolytes 
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WORSHIP  SERVICE  -  11:00  A.M. 
Prelude        "Symphonie  of  Noels"      Delalande 
Announcements 
Who's  Who  in  the  Pew 
Joys 

Prayer  Requests 

Choral  Introit     "Be  Joyful"  Carneghi 

Lighting  of  Christmas  Wreath 
•Processional  Hymn  Ho.  179   "The  First  Noel" 
•Ascription 
•Call  to  Worship 

Pastor;   Lift  up  your  heads,  0  ye  gates;  and  be 

ye  lifted  up,  ye  everlasting  doors. 
People:  And  the  King  of  Glory  shall  come  in. 
Pastor:   Who  is  this  Ring  of  Olory? 
People:  The  Lord  strong  and  mighty,  the  Lord 

mighty  in  battle. 
Pastur:   Lift  up  your  heads,  0  ye  gates;  even 

lift  them  up  ye  everlasting  doors. 
People:   And  the  King  cf  Glory  shall  come  in 
Pastor:   Who  is  this  King  of  Glory? 

All:     The  Lord  of  hosts,  He  is  the  King  of  Glory.   Amen. 
Hymn  No.  193     "0  Come,  All  Ye  Faithful" 
Responsive  Lesson  -  Page  £00 

Hymn  No.  178      "0  Little  Town  of  Bethlehem" 
Christmas  Prayer 
The  Offering  of  our  Gifts 

Offertory     "Koel  Angevin  Franck 

"I  Heard  the  Bells  on  Christmas  Day"   Calkin 


"~>Ve   arc:  so  pleased  to  have  Miss  LaC 
for  her  fourth  visit  to  St.  Paul'e 
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•Doxology 
Anthem    "Good  Christian  Men  Rejoice  Today" 
5   -pture :   Luke  2 : 1-20 


Young 


Sermon:    "For  A  Change,  Try  Christmas!1 

•Hymn  No,  171     "Jcy  to  the  World  1" 

•Benediction 

•Postlude  "Eanfare  uo    'Adeste.Fideles' 

+  +  +  + v+  +  •Ccn^re^aticn  Standing  +  +  + 

LaDonna  Linamen  return 

St.    Paul's  on  this   Christmas 

Day.       Thank  you,    LaDonna,     for    sharifg  your    trumpet 

melodies  with  us. 

St.rvin^J    as    Ushers    today    are    *Richard    Mangel  ,    Don 

Kincsley,  Steve  Vargo  Find  Gary  Penar* 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Debbie  Johnston. 

irs.  Elsie  Kornrumpf  is  now  in  Sunnyview  Home  -  Let 
not  forget  her.  g  jf*-t~&*  *F        ,7^*^^' 
Paul  Campbell  and  Art  Snyder  will  be  visiting  the 

Hospital  this  week* 
Tues  -  10-12  -  Basketball  in  Reheboth  Hall. in  use. 

Wed.  -  7:00  -  Chancel  Choir  Rehearsal 

Elders  and  Pastor  will  meet 
Thurs.  10-12  -  Basketball  -  Rehoboth  Hall  in  use. 
The  Church  Financial  Secretary's  books  will  be  cpen 

until  December  31,  198j 
Envelopes  for  Poinsetta's  are  on  Bea's  desk  -  Your 

name  is  on  the  envelope  -  please  pick  it  up. 
All  Treasurer's  please  get  your  reports  in  for  the 

Year  Bock  as  close  to  the  end  of  the  year  as  you  can . 
There  are  covers  for  yrur  Poinsetta's  in  the  office. 

Make  sure  ycu  put  one  ever  yrur  plant  so  that  the  cola! 

air  will  not     yrur  plant. 
Please  feel  free  to  fill  ir  the  new  Flower  chart  5 n  th. 

Narthex.   We  need  flowers  the  besinnino  of  each  year. 

Sc  make  your  choice  now  that  you  can. 
We  wish  to  thank  those  who  were  responsible  for  putting 

up  the  Nativity  scenes  The  Crismon  Trie  and  the 

Christmas  Tree  in  Rehoboth  Hall.   We  wish  to  thank 

Mary  Zavacky  for  arranging  the  Poinsetta's  on  the 

Chancel . 
Pletise  take  your  Pcinsetta  with  you  today.   There  will 

be  some  available  for  shut-ins.   If  you  have  someone 

in  a  home  or  shut-in  please  wait  a  few  minutes  to  see 

what  may  remain. 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Paul  Riemer  will  ^reet  the  Congregation  tcd^y. 


No  ws  don't  hav  d.   pay  8x  4  Gods  gifta 
We  cannot  pay  for  any  of  them 

in  return  wat  duz  G  expec  from  ua? 
jnly  posibl  thing  is  our  selva 
Xpian  realist  who  wrot  Xmas  B  nothin  2aing  about, 
e-  '  esaay  by  saying»(4th  part  this  essay) 

In  birth  Js  Xp,Immanuel,  God  with  ua  in  the  flesh, 
G  give  us  the  meaning  of  Christmas 

Real  meaning  of  Christmas  wil  work  Chang  in  anyi's 

lif  &  hart  if  he  wil  let  it 

.Jo  this  year,  "For  a  Change,"  for  a  Heal  Change, 
Try  Christmas." 


"For  A  Change,  Try  Uhnstmasl" 
ijcripture:  Luke  d.-.'t-dO 

Al"  famil  ^b  Jcrooge  of  Chas  Dickns  Xmaa  Carol 
Me  j, miserly  ol  man  had  no  use  Unas  ft  wen  J  Cratchi 
reques  Xmas  day  off ,reply»A  poor  excua  ^picking  a  mans 
pot*'*et  every  e?5th  of  December. 

St..  »y  2anyth  bout  Xmao=Bah  humbug 
(Illus  girl  &  pray=4giv  us  our  Amases,aa  4give  fckxx 

thoz  Xmas  against  ua) 
perhap  litl  girl  mistak,no  mistak  at  all 

,1ua  wat  is  Xmas?  wat  all  about?  wat  ahud  it  do? 
(1st  part  Xpian  realist  writ=Xmas-wats  2aing  about?) 
Ther's  mor,hut  lets  paua  &  reflec  on  sum  of  thia 
As  Ik  story, or  event  C  1st  J  ft  H  had  travl  ineonvenent 
time  4them;M  bout  redy  hav  baby  &  no  time  itravl 

wen  reach  Beth  ovrcrowd  plac  cistay  at  premium 
Uo  get  space  in  stabl  of  Inn 
vs  7-do  U  supoa  had  any  efect  Inkeepr?  No  fcno,but  1 

thing  certin  ft  that  vistrs  cam  Ik  4  ft  eal  K  of  Jewa 

so  prob  did  investigat  on  his  own 
But  Ipersn  did  real  chang=K  HerodjBliev  thron.powr 
usurp  by  baby  ft  had  all  them  kil-this  bow  birth  Ja 
chang  him 

How  bout  sheps?  Kotify  by  angls  apear  them  as  watch 
curiosty  aroua  ft  cam  <iC  4selvea  ft  wen  had  seen»»-« 
va  20-they  were  chang, liv  nevr  B  same  agin 

sur  went  bale  humdrum  exist  of  B  nothin  mor  th/ahep 
but  wer  privil  2B  part  sumth  many  othrs  only  dream 
Wat  bout  so  cal  Wise  Meh?  They  cum  Ik  4  king 

guid  2Beth  ft  fnd  baby  mangr.  But  did  atop  pay  homag? 
Wt  2:11=TUey  wer  chang  Bcuz  livs  had  touch  roylty 
kno  faith/individ  Blief,but  came  grt  distanc  & 

^cpt  Baby  fnd  as  King  of  Jews 
(2nd  part  Xpian  realist  words) 
Xmas  drawing  depict  Mary  hold  Js  &  on  foot  is  cross 

This  wat  Xmas  all  about.the  change  fr/Baby  eL   a  liavio: 
This  man  who  questin  wat  ther  2sing  bout  Xmas  chang 
(3rd  part  Xpian  realist  words) 

chang  which  tak  plac  evident  anyi  lif  wen  that  peran 
can  not  only  analyz  Xmas  story, but  C  4wat  it  in 
(Modern  parabl  bout  Xmas=H£AD  THIS) 
We  cud  say»Xmas  evn  chang  G,Bcuz  cum  form  human  in 
peran  Js  Xp 

A  human  we  can  relat  2  ft  underst  G'a  luv  that  mor 

fully 

ay  G's  gift  4  U  ft  me, wat  gift  we  hav  4  Uim? 
(Iliuo  boy  gas  statin  ft  lik  G  battr  tbBn  .ianta) 


Hear  a  contemporary  Christmas  par- 
able. "Once  upon  a  time,  when  the 
pain  of  mankind  had  become  unbear- 
?'       and    the    cry    of    man    could    be 

h. d   all    the    way    to    the    throne    of 

God,  theie  gathered  before  the  pres- 
pnce  of  God  a  congregation  of  the 
venly  host  to  plead  with  man  on  be- 
half of  their  fellow  pilgrims  still  on 
Earth. 

"They  met  to  elect  representatives  of 
those  on  Earth  who  had  suffered  most 
who  out  of  the  pain  they  had  endured 
could  most  eloquently  communicate  to 
God  man's  terrible  dilemma,  and  need 
on    Earth. 

".  .  .  ."We  want  someone,  they  said, 
'who  can  explain  to  God  what  it  is  to 
be  despised  and  hated.  We  want  some- 
one who  can  describe  for  God  what  it  is 
to  be  starved,  beaten,  tortured,  robbed, 
maligned  and  killed.  We  want  someone 
who  can  explain  to  God  the  loneliness 
of  man  when  he  is  rejected  by  his  fel- 
low man." 

"And  so  they  choose  a  Jew  .  .  ." 

"They  decided  that  they  also  needed 
someone  to  explain  to  God  how  hard 
it  is  for  human  beings  to  do  the  right 
thing,  and  how  easily  they  slip  into 
sin.  So  they  chose,  to  accompany  the 
Jew,  a  convict,  a  prostitute,  a  liar 
and    an    unfaithful    husband. 

"As  the  committee  moved  off  to- 
ward the  throne  of  God,  a  little  child 
spoke  up.  "I  am  too  young  to  argue 
with  God,"  the  child  said,  "but  I 
have  a  question  for  Him.  Ask  God  if 
He's  ever  been  a  child  Himself."  So 
they  took  the  child  along  too.  When 
they  arrived  at  the  throne,  God  listened 
to  them  patiently,  and  asked  a  ques- 
tion of  His  own:  "What  would  you 
have  me  do?" 


"They  held  council  together  and 
agreed  that  God  should  become  a  man 
if  only  for  a  Season.  And  the  little 
child  said,  'Then  first  he  must  be  a 
child.  Let  Him  know  our  dependence 
upon  others.  Let  Him  know  how  it  feels 
not  to  belong.' " 

"Another  member  of  the  committee 
spoke  up  and  insisted  that  God  must 
be  "a  real  man"  and  not  just  a  divine 
being  in  disguise.  "He's  not  to  put  on 
His  heavenly  robe  when  he  gets  tired, 
or  sick,  or  hurt.  .  .  let  Him  know 
the  weight  of  temptation,  Let  Him  work 
like  the  rest  of  us.  Let  Him  be  poor.  .  . 
Let  Him  be  thrown  in  with  shady  peo- 
ple and  seedy  publicans  and  super- 
patriots.  Let  Him  know  man's  injustice." 

"Then  someone  else  shouted  for  at- 
tention. It  was  not  enough,  he  said 
for  God  to  live  as  man  lived.  If  He 
was  truly  to  partake  of  man's  condi- 
tion, God  must  learn  what  it  is  like  to 
die.  After  the  committee  had  departed, 
God  weighed  the  demands  carefully. 
And  the^one  day  He  appeared  on 
earth,  under  exactly  the  conditions  that 
men  had  prescribed  for  Him. 

"This  is  the  meaning  of  Christmas. 
God  has  gone  this  way  before  us,  lov- 
ing our  lives.  He  has  clothed  Himself 
with  our  lowliness  to  invest  us  with 
his  grandeur."  (The  Rev.  Herbert 
Meza,  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Texas 
City,  Texas.  Quoted  by  Louis  Cassells 
United  Press  International,  Dec.  24, 
1966.) 


"For  A  Change,  Try  Chriatmas?" 

Scripture:  Luke  2.1^-ZO 

I  think  we  are  all  familiar  with  Ebeneezer  Scrooge  of  Charles  Dickens 

"Christmas  Carol."   Here  was  a  mean,  miserly  old  man  who  had  no  use  for 

Christmas.  When  his  clerk  Jack  Cratchit .requested  Christmas  day  off  he 

replied  with  the  words,  "A  poor  excuse  for  picking  a  man's  pocket  every 

twenty-fifth  of  December."  His  reply  to  anything  about  Christmas  was  the 

very  familiar  words,  "Bah,  humbug." 

(Illustration  of  little  girl  praying,  "Forgive  us  our  Christmas' s) 

One  Christmas  Eve  a  little  girl  found  that  the  Christmas  season  had 
gotten  everyone  uptight.   It  seemed  that  no  matter  what  she  did  or 
where  she  was,  she  was  underfoot  and  in  the  way.   Finally, near  tears 
herself,  she  was  battled  off  to  bed.  As  she  knelt  by  her  bed  to  say 
her  prayers,  she  began  to  pray  the  Lord's  Prayer.  As  she  prayed  her 
mind  and  her  tongue  betrayed  her  and  she  prayed,  "Forgive  us  our  Christ- 
mases  as  we  forgive  those  who  Christmas  against  us." 

Perhaps  the  little  girl's  mistake  was  not  a  mistake  after  all.   Just  what  is 

Christmas?  What  is  it  all  about?  What  should  it  do?  What  is  the  purpose  of 

any  or  all  of  it? 
Itxy»xXggkxKfcxlttotxgxggKx^gia*ga«xM»xsmixgg8X8gagxthrM5»x»:hara[sxttmtxai[MH,t 

In  the  Church  of  Scotland  magazine,  Life  and  Work  in  December  1963  an  unknown 
Christian  wrote  an  article  he  entitled,  "Christmas  -  What's  to  sing  about?" 

This  is  how  it  goes: 
"Christmas" 

The  word  fills  me  with  dread  this  year. 

ffihere  will  be  no  family  to  gather,  no  point  in  decorations  or  carols. 

Watching  others  celebrating  only  opens  up  the  wounds  left  by  the  tragedy 

of  this  past  year. 
What  is  there  to  sine  about? 
Nothing! 
Nothing? 

One  thing  is  left  ...  I  had  overlooked  it:  a  baby  in  a  stable. 
In  theory,  that  is  what  it  is  all  about,  but  what  does  that  really  mean 

to  a  person  like  me? 
Is  there  anything  in  such  a  story  that  can  give  me  something  to  sing 

about? 
What  in  earth  is  there  to  celebrate  in  His  tragedy? 

The  poor  mother,  harassed  and  hounded  by  the  authorities,  the  baby  born 
in  the  filth  of  a  stable,  the  ensuing  massacre  at  the  whim  of  a  senile 
tyrant? 
There's  more,  but  let's  pause  here  and  reflect  on  some  of  this  which  he  has 
written. 

As  we  look  at  this  story,  or  rather,  this  event  we  see  that  first  of  all 
Joseph  and  Mary  had  to  travel  to  Bethlehem  at  a  very  inconvenient  time  for 
them.  Mary  was  about  ready  to  have  her  child  and  that  was  no  time  to  travel. 
Then  when  they  reached  Bethlehem,  it  was  overcrowded  and  a  place  to  stay  was  a: 
at  a  premium.  3o  the  innkeeper  gave  them  space  in  his  stable.  We  read,  in 
the  7th  verse,  "And  she  brought  forth  her  first-born  son,  and  wrapped  Him  in 

swaddling  clothes,  and  laid  Him  in  a  manger »  because  ther#  was  no  room  fOT. 
them  in  the  inn." 
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Do  you  suppose  that  event  had  any  «ffect  on  the  innkeeper?  We  don't  know  for 
sure  hut  one  thing  is  certain,  and  that  is  when  visitors  came  looking  for  Him 
.aid  calling  Him  "King  of  the  Jews,"  he  must  have  done  some  investigating  on  his 
own.  But  one  person  who  did  a  real  change  was  King  Herod.  He  believed  that 
his  throne  and  his  power  was  going  to  he  usurped  by  this  bahy  and  so  he  had  all 
of  the  babies  in  the  area  killed.  This  is  how  the  birth  of  Jesus  changed  him. 
How  about  the  shepherds?  They  were  ntoified  by  angels  appearing  to  them  as 
they  were  about  their  common  task  of  sheepherding.  Their  curiosity  was  aroused 
and  they  came  to  see  for  themselves.  And  when  thay  had  seen  this  firsthand, 

we  read  in  the  20th  verse:  "And  the  shepherds  returned,  glorifying  and  praising 
God  for  all  the  things  that  they  had  heard  and  seen,  as  it  was  told  unto 
them." 
They  were  changed,  their  lives  would  never  he  the  same  again,  dure,  they  went 
hack  to  the  humdrum  existence  of  being  nothing  more  than  a  common  shepherd. 
But  they  had  been  privileged  to  be  a  part  of  something  so  many  others  were  still 
dreaming  of. 

What  about  the  so  called  "Wise  men"  or  the  Magi  as  they  are  identified?  They 
came  looking  for  a  king.  They  were  guided  to  8w*frK±Bkm  Bethlehem  and  found  a 
baby  in  a  stable  in  a  manger.  Did  this  stop  them  from  paying  homage?   In  the 

11th  verse  of  the  2nd  chapter  of  Matthew,  "And  when  they  were  come  into  the 
house,  they  saw  the  young  child  with  Mary  His  mother,  and  fell  down  and 
worshiped  Him:  and  when  they  had  opened  their  treasures,  they  presented  unto 
Him  gifts:  gold,  and  frankincense,  and  myrrh." 
They  were  changed  because  their  lives  had  been  touched  by  royalty.  We  don't 
know  of  their  faith  or  their  individual  beliefs,  but  they  came  a  great  ±xk 
distance  and  accepted  the  baby  they  found  as  "The  King  of  the  Jews." 

Returning  to  the  words  of  the  Christian  realist  writing  in  that  Scottish 
Church  magazine,  he  continues: 

Perhaps  He  was  a  great  man  ...  even  the  greatest  of  us  all. 
But  He  did  not  last  long, 

He  died  tragically  in  tbe  prime  of  life,  despised  by  His  enemies,  mis- 
understood by  His  friends. 
Surely  a  day  of  mourning  would  be  more  in  place,  mourning  for  the  way  we 
treated  Him,  and  so  many  others  who  were  "too  good  for  this  world!" 

Yet  Jesus  did  not  regard  Himaelf  as  an  object  of  pity.   Those  who  know 
Him  best  are  positively  addicted  to  joy;  and  His  life  has  inspired 
countless  songs  of  victory. 

There  is  a  Christmas  drawing  which  depicts  sra  Maary  holding  the  baby  Jesus  in 

her  arms.  And  on  the  sole  of  hmcx  his  tiny  little  foot  may  be  seen  a  cross. 

That  is  what  Christmas  is  all  about.  The  change  from  a  baby  to  a  Saviour. 

We  can  see  in  the  words  of  this  man  that  there  is  a  change  taking  place  in  his 

thinking  as  he  goes  on  in  his  narrative. 

Was  Jesus  really  God,  entering  into  human  life,  coming  to  grips  with  its 

sin  and  suffering  ...  deliberately? 
Might  this  have  happened  so  that  I  dould  know  that  the  sin  of  those  which 

have  hurt  me,  the  tragic  happenings  which  have  eSeemed  so  senseless  can  bg 
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uransformed  by  the  presence  of  the  same  love  that  turned  His  tragedy   .to 
victory? 
Might  it  he  that  the  power  of  love  which  turned  that  life  and  death  in  to 
"something  to  sing  about,"  can  be  born  in  my  life,  redeeming  my  life  from 
failure? 

The  change  which  takes  place  is  evident  in  anyone's  life  when  that  person  can 

not  only  analyze  this  Christmas  story,  but  see  it  for  what  it  is.   There  is  a 

modern  parable  about  Christmas  which  explains  this.  This  is  how  it  states  all 

of  this. 

Once  upon  a  time,  when  the  pain  of  mankind  had  become  unbearable  and 
the  cry  of  man  could  be  heard  all  the  way  to  the  throne  of  God,  there 
gathered  before  the  presence  of  God  a  congregation  of  the  heavenly 
host  to  plead  with  man  of  behalf  of  their  fellow  pilgrims  still  on 
earth. 

They  met  to  elect  the  representatives  of  those  on  earth  who  has  suf- 
fered most  who  out  of  the  pain  they  had  endured  could  most  eloquently 
communicate  to  God  man's  terrible  dilemma  and  need  on  earth. 
"We  want  someone,"  they  said,  "who  will  explain  to  God  what  it  is  to 
be  despised  and  hated.  We  want  someone  who  can  describe  xs  for  God 
what  it  ia  to  be  starred,  beaten,  tortured,  robbed,  maligned  and 
killed.  We  want  someone  who  can  explain  to  God  the  lonliness  of  man 
when  he  is  rejected  by  his  fellowman." 

And  so  they  choose  a  Jew. 
They  decided  that  they  also  needed  someone  to  explain  to  God  how  hard 
it  is  for  human  beings  to  do  the  right  thing,  and  how  easily  they  slip 
into  sin.  oo  they  chose,  to  accompany  the  Jew,  a  convict,  a  prostitute 
a  liar  and  an  unfaithful  hustoand. 

As  the  committee  moved  off  toward  the  throne  of  God,  a  little  child 
spoke  up.   "I  am  too  young  to  argue  with  God,"  the  child  said,  "but  I 
have  a  question  for  Him.  Ask  God  if  He's  ever  been  a  child  Himself." 
80  they  took  the  child  along  too.   When  they  arrived  at  the  throne, 
God  listened  to  them  patiently,  and  asked  a  question  of  His  own:  "What 
would  you  have  Me  do?" 

They  held  council  together  and  agreed  that  God  should  become  arxx  a  man 
if  only  for  a  season.  And  the  little  child  said,  "Then  first  he  must 
be  a  child.  Let  him  know  our  dependence  upon  others.  Let  him  know 
how  it  feels  not  to  belong." 

Another  member  of  the  committee  spoke  up  and  insisted  Jrhat  God  must  be 
a  "real  man"  and  not  just  a  divine  being  in  disguise.   "He's  not  to 
put  on  H^s  heavenly  robe  when  He  gets  tired,  or  sick,  or  hurt  .... 
let  Him  know  the  weight  of  temptation.  Let  Him  work  like  the  rest  of 
us.   Let  Him  be  poor  ...  Let  Him  be  thrown  in  with  shady  people  and 
seedy  publicans  and  exhhsxs  super-patriots.  Let  Him  know  man's  in- 
justice. 

Then  someone  else  shouted  for  attention.   It  was  not  enough,  he  said 
for  God  to  live  as  man  lived.   If  He  was  to  truly  partake  of  man's 
condition,  God  must  learn  what  it  is  like  to  die.  After  the  committee 
had  departed,  God  weighedthe  demands  carefully.   And  then  one  day  He 
appeared  on  earth,  under  exactly  the  conditions  that  man  had  prescribed 
for  Him. 

This  is  the  meaning  of  Christmas.   God  has  gone  this  way  before  us, 
loving  our  lives.  He  has  clothed  Himself  with  our  lowliness  to  invest 
us  with  His  grandeur. 
v_  Rev.  Herbert  Meza,  quoted  by  Louis  Casselis, 

UPI  Dec.  24,  1966 
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Christmas  even  changed  God,  for  He  came  in  the  form  of  a  human  in  the  person 

of  Jesus  Christ.  A  human  that  we  can  relate  to  and  understand  God's  love  that 

iCh  more  fully.  That  was  God's  gift  for  you  and  me.   What  gift  do  we  have  for 

him? 

(Illustration  of  little  boy  and  liking  Sod  better  than  Santa  Glaus  &  reason) 
In  Rapid  "'ity,   '-'outh  Dakota  a   few  days   berore  Christmas   a   resident 
drove  up  to  the  gas   station  with  his   four  year  old  son  Bill.      The 
station  attendant  asked,    "Are  you  ready  for  Santa  Glaus,   Bill?" 
Bill  answered  like  any  youngster  would.      The  attendant  asked,    "Do  you 
like  Santa  Glaus?"      "Yes,"   replied  Bill,    "but  I  like  God  better." 
The  curious  attendant  asked,    "Why  do  you  like  God  better?"      Bill   said, 
"Because,   you  don't  have  to  pay  for  the  gifts  God  gives  you." 

No  we  don't  have  to  pay  for  God's  gifts.      We  cannot  pay  for  any  of  them.      So  in 

return  what  does  God  really  expect  from  us?     The  only  possible  thing  is  our 

selves.      laxj&bsodxbaxi^iQ&jdBaa^:^^ 

iasanant£:jQdfc:i£i4»XBadxisaa«H*x£ TOXKxxKHixKkaii^xxIflrexBJBsnixiijcxKXxaJlreisfcBJscs  x&hocxosock 

The  Christian  realist  who  wrote  of  Christmas  giving  nothin  to  sing  about  ended 

his  essay  with  these  words: 

The  Christmas  hymns  are  beginning  to  throb  with  meaning; 
One  verse  after  another  comes  to  life  for  me; 
I'd  never  realized  tosfssH  how  much  they  meant  before  .... 

MY  GOD! 
I'M  SINGING! 

In  the  birth  of  Jesus  Christ,  Immanuel,  God  with  us  in  the  flesh,  God  gives  us 
the  meaning  of  Christmas.  The  real  meaning  of  Christmas  will  work  a  change  in 
anyone's  life  and  heart  if  he  will  let  it.  so  this  year,  "?or  A  Change,"  for 

a  REAL  CHANGE,  "Try  Christmas." 


L. 


Ralph  C.  Link 
153  Keck  Road 
Sarver,  Pa.   16055 
(412)  352-1103 


Born:    April  9,  1929,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Married:    December  15,  1951 
Wife:    Shirley  Margaret  Neill 

Born:  December  8,  1930,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Children:   Ralph  Dale  Link,  born  May  11,  1955,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Lloyd  Alan  Link,  born  May  28,  1958,  Pittsburgh,  Pa 
Nancy  Lynn  Link,  born  March  15,  1961,  Butler,  Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated  from  Perry  High  School,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
June  19  4  7 

Lay  Ministry  School,  Penn  West  Conference  of  United 
Church  of  Christ,  September  1965  to  May  1969 

Commissioned  Lay  Minister  June  1969 

Lancaster  Theological  Seminary,  Lancaster,  Pa., 
September  1970 

Graduated  from  Lancaster  Theological  Seminary  May  197' 

Ordained  to  Christian  Ministry  March  10,  1974 


PASTORATES: 


As  Lay  Minister:   short  term,  1  month  or  less  in 
various  churches  1965  to  1967 

Emlenton  Lamartine  Charge  of  United  Church  of  Christ 
1967  to  1969 

Short  term  in  various  churches  1970   until  Seminary 
entrance  July  1970 

July  1970  to  December  1973  Student  Pastor  at  Trinity 
Charge,  New  Bloomfield,  Duncannon,  Pa.,  Penn  Central 
Conference,  United  Church  of  Christ 

December  1973  to  present,  St.  Paul's  United  Church  of 
Christ,  Butler,  Pa.,  Penn  West  Conference,  United 
Church  of  Christ 


PERSONAL  TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph  C.  Link 


I  am  the  youngest  of  five  children.   I  was  born  just  prior  to 
the  onset  of  the  Depression.   Our  family  was  very  poor.   My  father 
was  an  alcoholic  and  my  mother  was  a  very  religious  person  who  was 
searching  for  the  Lord.   During  my  childhood  she  did  her  best  to 
teach  me  the  things  of  the  Lord.   Later  in  life  she  came  to  a 
personal  relationship  with  Him. 

I  grew  up  in  the  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church  where 
salvation  by  grace  alone  was  not  preached  nor  taught.   I  knew  all 
about  Jesus,  what  He  did,  how  He  lived,  His  miracles,  His  death 
and  resurrection,  but  I  didn't  know  Him  personally. 

My  life  had  many  ups  and  downs  and  all  the  while  I  was 
attending  church  and  striving  with  my  good  works  to  please  God. 
At  a  very  low  point  in  my  life  when  we  were  deeply  in  debt  and  my 
wife  and  three  children  were  all  ill,  I  came  to  the  crossroads.   I 
watched  a  Billy  Graham  Crusade  on  television  from  some  distant 
city  and  the  message  he  preached  seemed  to  be  directed  right  at 
me.   I  wrestled  with  making  that  commitment  to  Christ,  but  didn't. 
The  next  afternoon  and  evening  at  work  on  the  4  to  12  shift  I  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  I  needed  to  make  that  commitment  to  Christ. 
It  seemed  like  there  was  no  other  choice  if  life  was  to  have  any 
meaning.   That  night  when  I  came  home  from  work  at  1:00  A.M.,  I 
laid  face  down  on  the  living  room  floor  and  told  God  that  I 
couldn't  live  my  life  in  my  own  strength  and  I  accepted  the  gift 
of  salvation  from  my  Savior  Jesus  Christ.   My  life  has  never  been 
the  same. 

Through  several  meaningful  circumstances  I  was  called  by  God 
to  serve  Him  in  the  Christian  Ministry  and  to  help  spread  that 
wonderful  message  of  salvation  through  the  shed  blood  of  Jesus 
Christ.   What  a  wonderful  and  rewarding  time  it  has  been  and  I 
give  Him  all  the  praise  for  my  salvation  and  the  opportunity  to 
serve  Him. 


STATEMENT  OF  FAITH 

OF 

Ralph  C.  Link 


I  believe  the  Bible,  both  the  Old  and  New  Testaments  to  be 
the  inspired  inerrant  Word  of  God.   I  believe  the  Bible  is  the 
complete  revelation  of  His  will  for  the  salvation  of  men  and  it 
is  the  final  authority  for  the  Christian  faith  and  life. 


I  believe  in  one  God,  who  is  eternally  existent  in  three 
persons:   Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit. 

I  believe  in  the  Diety  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  that  He  is 
true  God  and  true  man.   I  believe  that  He  was  born  of  the 
Virgin  Mary,  that  He  lived  in  sinless  life,  that  He  performed 
the  miracles  recorded  in  Scripture,  that  He  died  on  the  cross 
as  a  sacrifice  for  our  sins,  that  He  bodily  arose  from  the 
dead,  that  He  ascended  on  high  where  He  is  at  the  right  had  of 
Almighty  God  as  our  intercessor. 


I  believe  in  the  Holy  Spirit  and  that  He  comes  and  indwells 
each  believer  at  the  time  of  conversion.   I  believe  that  He 
lives  in  each  believer  to  lead,  to  instruct,  and  to  convict  so 
that  a  believe  may  live  a  more  godly  life. 

I  believe  that  through  the  shed  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
through  His  resurrection,  this  is  the  only  ground  for 
justification  and  salvation  for  all  who  receive  Him  A  Lord  and 
Savior  and  to  such  as  receive  Him,  they  are  born  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  become  children  of  God. 


I  believe  water  baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper  are 
ordinances  of  the  Church  but  are  not  means  of  salvation 


I  believe  in  the  personal  and  premillennial  and  imminent 
coming  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 


I  believe  in  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  for  the  believer 
to  resurrection  of  life  and  joy  with  the  Lord,  for  the 
unbeliever  to  resurrection  of  judgement  and  everlasting 
punishment . 


